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PREFACE.

THE high estimation, in which the Pilgrim's Progres*^.

has been held for much above a century, sufficiently evinces

its intrinsic value : and there is every reason to suppose, that

it will be read with admiration and advantage for ages to comes
probably till the consummation of ail things.

The pious Christian, in proportion to *' his growth in grace,

and in the knowledge of Jesus Christ," derives more and more
instruction from repeated perusals of this remarkable book

;

while his enlarged experience and extended observation enable

him to unfold, with progressive evidence, the meaning of the

agreeable similitudes employed by its ingenious author : and

even the careless reader is fascinated to attention, by the sim-

ple and artless manner in which the interesting narrative is

arranged. Nor should this be represented as mere amuse-
ment ; for it has been observed, by men of great discernment

and acquaintance with the human mind, that young persons,

having perused the Pilgrim as a pleasing tale, often retain a

remembrance of its leading incidents, which, after continuing

perhaps in a dormant state for several years, has at length

germinated, as it were, into the most important and seasonable

instruction ; while the events of their own lives placed it be-

fore their minds in a new and affecting point of view. It may,
therefore, be questioned, whether modern ages have produced
any work which has more promoted the best interests of
mankind.

These observations indeed more especially apply to the

First Part of the Pilgrim's Progress ; as that is complete in

itself, and m all respects superior to the Se'^-ond. Yet this

also contains many edifying and interesting passages : though,
in unity of design, in arrangement of incident, and m simplicity

of allegory, it is not comparable to the other. Indeed the

author, in his first effort, had nearly exhausted his subject

;

and nothing remained for his second attempt, but a few detach*
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ed episodes to his original design : nor could any vigour of
genius have wrought thero up to an equal degree of interest.

It must, however, be allowed, that Mr. Bunyan here, in some
instances, sinks below himself, both in fertility of invention,

force of imagination, and aptness of illustration ; nay, he occa-

sionally stoops to a puerile play of fancy, and a refined nicety

in doctrine, which do not well accord to the rest of the work.
Yet the same grand principles of evangelical and practical re-

ligion, which stamp an inestimable value on the First Part, are

in the Second also exhibited with equal purity, though not with

equal simplicity : and, on many occasions, the author rises su-

perior to his disadvantages ; and introduces characters and
incidents, which arrest the attention, and deeply interest the

heart, of every pious and intelligent reader.

It would not perhaps be difficult to prove, that the Pilgrim's

Progress is as really an original production of vigorous native

genius, as any of those works, in prose or verse, which have
excited the admiration of mankind, through successive ages

and in different nations. It does not indeed possess those

omamtnts which are often mistaken for intrinsic excellence

:

but the rudeness of its style (which at the same time is aptly

characteristic of the subject) concurs to prove it a most extra-

ordinary book : for, had it not been written with very great

ingenuity, a religious treatise, evidently inculcating doctrines

always offensive, but now more unfashionable than formerly,

could not, in so homely a garb, have durably attracted the at-

tention of a polished age and nation. Yet it is undeniable,

that Bunyan's Pilgrim continues to be read and admired by
vast multitudes ; while publications on a similar plan, by per-

sons of respectable learning and talents, are consigned to almost

total neglect and oblivion.

This is not, however, that view of the work, which entitles

it to its highest honour, or most endears it to the pious mind :

for, comparing it with the other productions of the same author,

(which are indeed edifying to the humble beUever, but not

much suited to the taste of the ingenious,) we shall be led to

.«<:onclude, that in penning this, he was favoured with a peculiar

measure of divine assistance : especially when we recollect,

that, within the confines of a jail, he was able so to delineate

the Christian's course, with its various difficulties, perils, con-

flicts, and supports, that scarcely any thing seems to have es-

caped his notice. Indeed, the accurate observer of the church

m his o>vn days, and the learned student of ecclesiastical history.
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must be equally surprised to find, that hardly one remarkable

character, good or bad, or mixed in jmy manner or proportion

imaginable ; or one fatal delusion, by-path, or injurious mis-

take, can be singled out, which may not be paralleled in the

Pilgrim's Progress ; that is, as to the grand outlines ; for

the minuticBi about which bigoted and frivolous minds waste

their zeal and force, are, with very few exceptions, wisely

passed over. This circumstance is not only very surprising,

but it suggests an argument, perhaps unanswerable, in confir-

mation of the divine authority of those religious sentiments,

which are now often derided under the title of orthodoxy : For
every part of this singular book exclusively suits the dlflferent

descriptions of such as profess those doctrines ; and relates

the experiences, mistakes, falls, recoveries, distresses, tempta-

tions, and consolations of serious persons of this class in our

own times, as exactly as if it had been penned from the obser-

vation of them, and for their immediate benefit ; while, like the

sacred Scriptures, it remains a sealed book to all who are

strangers to evangelical religion.

These remarks may very properly be concluded with the

words of a justly admired poet of the present day, who in the

following lines has fully sanctioned all that.has been here adr

vanced.

* O thou, wham, borne on fancy's eager wing
Back to the seasons of life's happy spring,

I pleas'd remerjiner, hu 1, while mem'ry yet
Holds fast her office here, can ne'er for^^et;

Ingenious dreamer, in whose well told tale

Sweet fiction and sweet truth alike prevail

;

Whose humVoas veiu, strong sense, and simple style,

May teach the gayest, mak»^ the gravest smile
;

Witty, and well employed, and, like thy Lord,
Speaking in parables ]^is slighted word

;

I name thee not, lest so despis'd a name
Should move a sneer at thy deserved fame;
Yet e'en in transitory life's late day,
That mingles all my brown with sober gray,
Kevere the man, whose Pilgrim marks the road
And guides the Progress of the soul to God.
"Twer^ well with most, if books, that c-ould engage
Their childhood, pleas'd them at a riper age

;

The man approving what had charm'd the boy,
Would die at last in comfort, peace, and joy,

*

And not with curses on his art who stole

Th/i gem of truth from his unguarded soul.'

COWPER TIROCIirilTM. V. J2S.
2*
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Several persons have already favoured the public with origi-

nal explanatory notes, of the nature of those here pubhshed;
but the editor, on mature deliberation, did not think himself

precluded by this consideration, from communicating his sen-

timents on a favourite book, according to a plan he had formed
in his own mind. Every man who thinks for himself has hig

own views of a subject, which often vary, more or less, from
the sentiments of others, whom he nevertheless esteems and
loves with great cordiahty : and the great Head of the Church
has intrusted different talents to his servants, to qualify them
for usefulness among distinct descriptions of persons. It is in-

deed incontrovertible, that some men will receive the great

truths of Christianity with candour and docility, when exhibit-

ed in a style and manner suited to their peculiar taste, who
disregard and reject them, when conveyed in hmguage which
numbers, perhaps justly, think far more interesting and affect-

ing. It need not, therefore, be apprehended, that the labours

of different writers on the same subject should materially in-

terfere vv*ith each other : rather we ma}-^ indulge a hope, that,

as far as they accord to the standard of divine truth, they will,

m different circles, promote the common cause of Vital god-

liness.

The editor's aim, in this attempt to elucidate the Pilgrim's

Progress, is, to give a brief key to the grand outlines of the

allegory, from which the attentive reader may obtain a general

idea of the author's design ;—to bestow more pains in fixing

the precise meaning of those parts, which might most perplex

the inquirer, and which seem to have most escaped the notice,

or divided the sentiments, of expositors ;—to state and esta-

blish, compendiously but clearly, those doctrin J, practical, and
experimental views of Christianity, which Mr. Bunyan meant
to convey ; to guard them carefully from those extremes and

perversions which he never favoured, but which too fre-

quently increase men's prejmhces against them ; to delineate

the more prominent features of his various characters, with a

special reference to the present state of religious profession,

distinguishing accurately what he approves, from the defects

even of true Pilgrims ; and in fine, to give as just a represen-

tation, as may be, of the author's sentiments concerning the

•right way to heaven, and of the many false ways and bye-paths,

which prove injurious to all who venture into them, and fatal

to unnumbered multitudes. In executing this plan, no infor-

mation that the editor could procure has been neglected ; but



he does not invariably adhere to the sentiments of any man :

and while his dependence is placed, as he hopes, on the pro-

mised teaching of the Holy Spirit, he does not think himself

authorized to spare any pains, in endeavouring to render the

pubhcation acceptable and useful.

The text is printed, as it stands in the oldest editions, which
may be supposed to contain the author's own terms, which
later editors have frequently modernized. A few obsolete or

unclassical words, and unusual phrases, seem to become the

character of the Pilgrim ; and they are often more emphatical

than any which can be substituted in their stead. Some ex-

ceptions, however, have been admitted ; as the author, if liv-

ing, would probably change a very few expressions for such

as are less offensive to modern ears ; and in other instances

the slips pf his pen, while taken up with things of vastly supe-

rior importance, would now bs mistaken for errors of the

press. Great pains have been taken to collate different copies

of the work, and to examine every scriptural reference ; in

order to render this edition, in all respects, as correct as pos-

sible.—The editor has the satisfaction of adding, that he has

been favoured by Mrs. Gurnej', Holborn, with the use of the

second edition of the First Part of the Pilgrim, by which he
has been enabled to correct many errors of subsequent edi-

tions. The author's marginal references seemed so essential

a part of the work, that it was deemed inrhspensably requisite

to insert them in their places. But as the marginal notes do
not appear to convey any material instruction distinct from
that contained in the text, and to be principally useful in

pointing out any passage, to which the reader might wish to

refer ; it was thought most advisable to omit them, and to

supply their place by a running title on the top of every page,

conveying as nearly as possible the Srune ideas : for, indeed,

they so incumber the page, and break in upon the uniformity

of printing, that all hope of elegance must be precluded while

they are retained.

Mr. BunVAN prefaced each part of the Pilgrim's Progress
with a copy of verses : but as his poetry does not suit the

taste of these days, and is by no means equal *o the work
itself, it hath been deemed expetlient to omit them. That
prefixed to the i^rst Part is entitled • The Author's Apology
for his Book ; in whirh he informs the reader that he was
unawares drawn into the allegory, when employed about an-

other work ; that the further he proceeded, the more rapidly
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did ideas flow into his mind ; and this induced him to form it

into a separate book ; and that, showing it to his friends—

' Some said, * John, print it,' others said, * Not lo ;•

Some said, * It might do good ;' others said, * No.'

The pubhc will not hesitate in deteimining which opinion

was the result of the deeper penetration ; but will wonder
that a long apology Ibr so valuable a pubhcation should have
been deemed necessary. This was, however, the case ; and

the author, having soUdly, though rather verbosely, answered

several objections, and adduced some obvious arguments in

very unpoetical rhymes, concludes with these hne«, which
may serve as a favourable specunen of the whole :

—

' Would'st thou divert thyself from melancholy ?

Would'st thou be pleasant, yet be far from folly ?

Woud'st thou read riddles and their explanation ?

Or else be dro'srned in thy contemplation ?

Dost thou love picking meat ? Or would'st thou see

A man i' th' clouds, and hear him speak to thee ?

Woud'st thou be in a dream, and yet not sleep?

Or would'st thou in a moment laugh and weep ?

Or would'st thou lose thyself, and catch no harm?
And find thy!«elf a^ain without a charm ?

Would'st read thyself, and read thou know'st not what,
And yet kuow whether thou art blest or not,

By reading the same lines ? O then come hither.

And lay my book, thy heart and head together.'

The poem prefixed to the Second Part, in a kind of dialogue

between the author and his book, is still lees interesting ; and

serves to show, that he had a more favourable opinion of its

comparative merit, than posterity has formed ; which is no
singular case.—Some verses are likewise found at the bottom
of certain plates that accompanied several of the old editions,

which they, who omit the plates, or substitute others, know
not where to msert. To show all regard, however, to every
thing that Mr. Bunyan wrote, as a part of the worky they will

be found in the notes t>n the incidents to which they refer.



THE LIFE

OF

JOHN BUNYAN.

THE celebrated author of the Pilgrtm^s Progress was born, A. D.
1628, at Elstow, a smali village near Bedford. His hither earned his

bread by the low occupation of a- tinker; b.it he bore a tair character,

and took care that his son, whom he brought up to the same business,

should be taught to read and write. We are told, indeed, that he quick-

ly forgot all he ha i learned, through his extreme profligacy : yet it

is probable, that he retained so much as taabled him to recover the rest,

when his mind became better disposed ; and that it was very useful to

him in the subsequent part of his hfe.

The materials, from which an account of this valuable man must be
compiled, are so scanty and imperfect, that nothing very satisfactory must
be expected. He seems from his earliest youth to have been greatly addict

ed to gross vice as well as impiety : y-t he was interrupted in his course by
continual alarms and convictions, • hjch were sometimes peculiarly over-

whelming ; but they had no other effect at the time, than to extort from

him the most absurd wishes that can be iraagmed. A copious narrative

of these early conflicts and crimes is contamed m a treatise published by
himself, under the title of Grace ubounaing to ih' chief of Sinners.

During this part of his life- he was twice preserved from tife most im-
minent danger of drowning : and being a soldier m the parliament's army
at the siege of Leicester, A. D. 1645, he was dra vn out to stand sentinel

;

but one of his comrades, having by his own desire taken his place, was
shot through the head on his post ; and thus BUiVYAN was reserved by
the all-disposing hand of God for better purposes. He seems, however,
to have made progressive advances in wickedness, and to have become
ttie ringleader of youth in every kind of profaneness and excess.

His career of vice received a considerable check, in consequence of his

marriage with the daughter of a person who had been v.ery religious in

his way, and remarkably bold in reproving vice, but who was then dead.

His wife's discourbs to him concerning her father's piety, excited him to

go regularly to church : and us she brought him, for her whole portion,

The Practice of Piety^ and The plain Man's Pathwaj/ to Heaven, he em-
ployed himself frequenily ui reading these books.

The events recorded of our author are so destitute ofdates, and regard to

the order in which they happened, that no clear arrangement can now be
made of them ; but it is probable that this new attention to religion, though
ineffectual to the reformation ofhis conduct, rendered him more susceptible

of convictions ; and his vigorous imagination, at that time altogether

untutored by knowledge or discretion, laid him open to a variety of un-
pressions, sleeping and wakmg, which he rerily supposed to arise tirom

woids spoken to him, or objects presented before his bodily senses, and
he pever after was sible to break the association of ideas which was thus

forme*l in hii mind. Accordingly he says, that one day when he was

B
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engfaged in diversion with his companions, * A voice did suddenly dart
from heaven into my soul, which said, ^Vilt thou leave thy sins and go to

htaven^ or have thy i%ns and go to hell .?' The consciousness of his wicked
course of lil'e, accompanied with the recollection of the truths he had
read, suddenly meeting in his mind, thus produced a violent alarm, and
made such an impression on his imagination, that he seemed to have
heard these words, and to have seen Christ frownmg and menacing him.
But we must not suppose that there was any miracle wrought ; nor could
there be any occasion for a new revelation to suggest or enforce so scrip-

tural a warning. This may serve as a specimen oi those impressions,

which constitute a large part of his religious experience, but which it is

not advisable to recapitulate. '

He was next tempted to conclude that it was then too late to repent
or seek salvation ; and, as he ignorantly listened to the suggestion, he in-

dulged his corrupt mcliaations without restraint, imagining that this was
the only way m which he could possibly have the least expectation oi

pleasure, duriug his whole existeuce. ,

While he was proceeding in this wretched course, a woman of very
bad character reproved him with great seventy for prolane swearing

;

declaring, in the strongest expressions, that he exceeded in it all men she
had ever heard. 1 his made him greatly ashamed, when he reflected

that he was too vile even for such a bad woman to endure • so that from
that time he began to break off that odious custom.—His guilty and ter-

rified mind was also prey-ared to admit the most aiarromg impressions

during his sleep : and he- had such " dream about the day of judgment,
and its awful circumsfan »s and consequence:?, as powerfully influenced

his conduct. There wa- ideed, nothing very extraordmary in this ; for

such dreamt are not uncommon to men under deep convictions : yet the

Lord v/as doubtless, by ail these means, secretly influencing his heart, and
warning him to flee from the wrath to come.

He was, however, reluctant to part with his irreligious'associates and
vain pleasures : tillthe conversation of a poor man, who came in his way,
induced him to read the Bible, especially the preceptive and historical

parts of it : and this put him upon an entire relormation of his conduct

;

so that his neighbours were greatly astonished at the change. In this

manner he went on for about a year ; at eome times satisfied with him-
self, and at others distressed with fears and consciousness of guilt. In-

deed, he seems ever after to have considered a U these convictions and
desires as wholly originating from natural principles ; but in this perhaps

some persons will venture to dissent from him. A fedlf-righteous depend-
ence accompanied witli self-complacency, and furnishing incentives to

pride, is indeed a full proof of unregeneracy : but conscientiousness con-

nected with disquieiudes humiliation for sin, and a disposition to wait for

divine teaching, is an effect and evidence of lifc^ though the mind be yet

darkened with ignorance, error, and prejudice. And he that hath given

life will give it more abundantly ; for, " The path of the just is as the

shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day."

While Bunvan was In this state of mind he went to Bedford, in the ex-

ercise of his trade as a tinker, where he overheai-d some women discourse

about regeneration : and though he did not understand their meaning,

he was greatly affected by observing the earnestness, cheerfulness, and
humility of their behaviour ; and he was also convinced that his own
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views of religion were very defective. Being thus led to frequent their

company, he -vras brought as it were into a new world. Such an entire

change took place in his views and affections, and his mind was so deeply

engaged in contemplating the great concerns of eternity, and the things

pertaining to the kingdom of God, that he found it very difl&cult to em-
ploy his thoughts on any secular affairs.

But this extraordinary flow of affections, not being attended by doc-

ti'inal information in any measure proportionable, laid him open to vari-

ous attempts of Satan and his emissaries. The Ranters, a set of the vilest

antinomians that almost ever existed, first assailed him by one of their

party, who had formerly been Mr. Bunyan's companion in vice : but he
over-acted his part ; and, proceeding even to deny the being of a God,
probably furnished the character of Atheist in the Pilgrim's Progress.
While Mr. Bunyan was engaged in reading the books of the Ranters, not

being able to form his judgment about them, he was led to offer up the

following prayer : ' O Lord, 1 am a fool, and not able to know the truth

from error : Lord, leave me not to my own blindness, either to approve
or condemn this doctrine. If it be of God, let me not despise it ; if it be
of the devil, let me not embrace it. Lord, I lay my soul in this matter
only at thy foot ; let me not be deceived, I humbly beseech thee.' No
experienced Christian will be surprised to find, that the Lord, in an eri-

dent manner, graciously answered this most suitable request. Mr. Bun-
yan soon saw through the delasions of the Ranters ; and probably refer-

red to them, under the character of Self-will, in the second part of this

work.
The Epistles of St. Paul, which he now read with great attention, but

without any guide or instructer, gave occasion to his being assaulted by
many sore temptations. He found the Apostle continually speaking of

faith ; and he could not understand tlie meaning of that word, or discover

whether he was a believer or not : so that, mistaking the words of

Christ,* he wai tempted to seek a solution of this difficulty by trying to

work a miracle. He thought, however, it would be right to pray, before

he made the attempt, and thus he was induced to desist, though his diffi-

. culties still remained. On another occasion he was delivered from great

perplexities about the doctrine of election, by reflecting that none "'' ever
trusted in God and was confounded :" and therefore it would be best for

him to trust in God, and leave election, as a '' secret thinir,"' with the

Lord, to whom it belons^ed. And the general invitations of the gospel,

and the assurance that "• yet there is room,'' helped him to repel the
temptation to conclude that the. day of grace was past.

This brief account of his temptations and escapes may teach others tlae

best way of resisting cimilar suggestions : and it may show us, that num-
bers are durably harassed by such perplexities, for want of doctrinal

knowledge and faithful instructers and counsellors. He was, however,
afterward enabled, by means of these inward trials, to caution others to
better effect, and more tenderly to sympathize with the tempted.

After some time Mr. Bunyan became acquainted with Mr. Gifford, an
Antipoedo-baptist minister, at Bedlbrd, whose conversation was very use-
ful to him : yet be was m some respects more discouraged than ever by
fvll«>r discoveries of thoae evils in his heart, which he had not before

Matt. xvli. 20
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noticed; and oy doubts concerniug the truth of the Scriptures, which his

entire ignorance of the evidencea by which they are most completely
authenticated, rendered durably perplexing to him. He was, however,
at length relieved by a sermon lie heard on the love of Christ ; though
the grounds, on which he derived satisfaction and encouragement from it,

are not very accurately stated. Soon after this he was admitted, by adult
baptism, a member of Mr. Gifibrd's church, A. D. 1655, being then
twenty-seven years of age ; and al ter a little time, he was earnestiy de-

sired by the congregation to expound or preach, in a manner which is

customary among the Dissenters, as a preparation to the ministry. For
a while he resisted their importunuy, under a deep sense of his incompe-
tency ; but at length he was prevailed upon to speak in a small company,
which he did greatly to their satislactioa ant' viij.ticatioa. Having been
thus proved for a considerable tmie, he was at length called forth, and
set apart by fasting and prayer to the ministeiial office, which he execut-
ed with faithfulness and si;cces3 durm^: a long course of years; though
frequently with the reatest tre. idation and mward disquietude.

As he was baptized 1655, aad in<p! isoued 1G60, he could not have been
long engaged in the work whvn the latter event took place : and it does
not appear whetlier he obtained a la led employment as a minister ; or

whether he only preached occasionaJly, and continued to work at his

trade; as many Dissentars very la jdaMy do, when called to minister

among poor people, that *hey " may uot bfe burdensome to them," Pre-

viously however to the restoration of Charles II when the churches were
principally filled by those who have since been distinguished as noncon-
formists ; he was expected to pre acl^ in a church near Cambridge ; and
a student of that university, not remarkable for sobriety, observing aeon-
course of people, was induced l-y curiosity to hear » the tinker prate ;' but
the discourse made an unexpected imprff^ioa on bis mind ; he embraced
every future opportunity of he;ariag Mr. Bunyan, and at length became
an eminent preacher in Camhridgeshire.
When the restoration took plact*, and, cpCtrary to equity, engagements,

and sound policy, the lav/ii were franied' aad executed with a severity

evidently intended to exclude every man, wiio scrupled the least tittle of

the doctrine, liturgy, discipline, or roverutridnt of the established church,

Mr. Bunyan was one of the first ;hat suifered ly them : for being coura-

geous and unreserved, he weiit on m hi^ mioisterial work without any
disguise; and November '12, 1660, he \var, ap^irehended by a warrant
from Justice Wingaie at HarJjii^toij, near Hediord, with sixty other per-

sons, and committed to ihe county jail. Security was offered for his ap-

pearance at the sessions ; but ••' i^as reO oed, as his sureties would not

consent that he should f^ re':^trictRu trom creae'img. He was according-

ly confined till the qiarter-sesjious, when hv: liiaictment stated—'That
John Bunyan, of the vown of Bedfori, iabnurer, had devilishly and pemi-
ctow*/_j^ abstained from comin'r to church io hear 'divine service ; and w^s
a common upholder of several unlawful meetings and conventicles, to the

gvedit diskirbaiiee nad 'j?//r'Mr/:07i of the f<ood subject?; of this kingdom,

contrary to the lav"& of o j.^ sovereign lord tlie King." The facts charged

upon him in this absurd i.i'Kc'men^ wer? never proved ; as no witnesses

were produced. He had .;u'.: letted, m lionversaticn with the magistrates,

that he was a Dissenter, aiid had preache<l : thes^e vrords being consider-

ed as equivalent to conviction, we>-e recorded against him ; and as he re-
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fused to conform, he was sentenced to perpetual banishment. This sen-

tence indeed was not executed : but he was confined in Bedford jail

more than twelve years, notwithstanding several attempts were made to

obtain his deliverance.

During this tedious imprisonment, or at least part of it, he had rib books.

except a Bible and Fox's Martyroiogy : yet thus circumstanced, he pen-

ned the Pilgrim's Progress, and many other treatises I He was only

thirty-two years of age, when he was imprisoned ; he had spent his youth
in the most disadvantageous manner im-^ginable ; and he had been no
more than five years a member of the church at Bedford, and less time a
preacher of the gospel : yet in this admired allegory he appears to have
been most intimately acquainted with all the variety of characters, which
ministers, long employed in the sacred service, and eminent forjudgment
and sagacity, have observed among professors or opposers of evangelical

truth!

No fewer than sixty Dissenters and two ministers were confined

with Mr. Bunyan in this jail ! and as some were d^^arged, others were
committed durmg the time of his imprisonment 1 But this painful situa-

tion afforded him an opportunity of privately exercising his ministry to

good efiect. He learned in prison to make tagged thread lace in the in-

tervals of his other labours ; and by this employment he provided in the

most unexceptionable manner for himself and his family. He seems to

have been endued with extraordinary patience and courage, and to have
experienced abundant consolations, while enduring these hardships : he
was, however, sometimes distressed about his family, especially his eldest

daughter, who was blind ; but in these trying seasons he received com-
fort from meditating on the promises of God's word.*
He was at some times favoured by the jailors, and permitted to see his

family and friends ; and, during the former part of his imprisonment, he
was even allowed to go out occasionally, and once to take a journey to

London, probably to see whether any legal redress might be obtained :

according to some intimations given by Sir Matthew Hale, when pe-

titions in his favour were laid before the judges. But this indulgence of
the jailor exposing him to great danger, Mr. Bunyan was afterward
more closely confined. Hence I suppose has arisen the opinion, which
commonly prevails, that he was imprisoned at different times : but he
seems never to have been set at liberty, and then re-committed ; though
his hardships and restraints were greater at one time than another.

In the last year of his imprisonment, (A. D. 1671) he was chosen pas-

tor of the dissenting church at Bedford ; though it does not appear what
opportunity he could have of exercising his pastoral ofiice, except -within

theprecinctsof the jail. He was, however, liberated soon after, through
the good offices of Dr. Barlow, Bishop of Lincoln, after many fruitless

attempts had been made fov* that purpose. Thus terminated his tedious,

severe, and even illegal imprisonment, which had given him abundant
opportunity for the exercise of patience and meekness ; and which seem?
to have been overruled both for his own spiritual improvement, and the
furtherance of the gospel ; by leading him to study, and to form habits of
close reflection, and accurate investigation of various subjects, in order to

* Jer. XV. 11. xlix. 11.
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pen his seyeral treatises ^hea probably he would neither have thought
so deeply, nor written so well, had he been more at ease and at liberty.

A abort time after his enlargement, he built a meeting-house at Bed-
ford, by the volxmtary contributions of his friends ; and here he statedly

preached to large auditories, till his death, without meeting with any re-

markable molestation. He used to come up to London every year,

where he preached among the nonconformists with great acceptance ; and
it is said that Dr. Owen frequently attended on these occasions, and ex-
pressed his approbation in very decided language. He likewise made
stated circuits into other parts ot Eng:land ; and animated his brethem to

bear the cross patiently, to obey God rather than man, and to leave all

consequences with him. He was at the same time peculiarly attentive to

the tenirfioral wants of those who suffered for conscience sake, and of the

sick or afflicted : and he employed his influence very successfully, in re-

conciling differences among professors of the gospel, and thus preventing

disgraceful and burdensome litigations. He was very exact in family

religion, and the instruction of his children; being principally concerned

for their spiritual interests, and comparatively indifferent about their

temporal prosperity. He therefore declined the liberal proposal of a

wealthy citizen of London, to take his son as an apprentice without any
premium, saying, ' God did not send me to advance my family, but to

preach the gospel ;'—probably disliking the business or situation as un-
favourable to piety.

Nothing material is recorded concerning him, between his enlargement
in 1672, and hi.' death in 1688. It is said, that he clearly saw through the

designs of the court in favour of popery, when the indulgence was granted
to the Dis-senters, by James II. in 1687 : but that he advised his brethren

to avail ihemselves of the sunshine, by diligent endeavours to spread the

i^ospel, and to prepare for an approa(-hing storm by fasiing and prayer.

The next year he took a journey in very bad weather from London to

Pteading, Beiks, to make up a breach between a father a!id son, with
whom he had some acqu'ainlauce ; and having happily effected his last

work and labour of love, he returned to his lodgings on Snow-hill, ap-

parently in good health, but very wet with the heavy rain that was then
falling : and soon after he was seized with a fever, which m ten days ter-

minated his useful life. He bore his malady with great patience and
composure, aad died in a very comfortable and triumphant manner,
August 31. 1688, aged sixty years; after having exerciseo his ministry

about thirty-two. He lies buried in Bunhill fields, where a tombstone
to his memory may still be seen. He was tv/ice married : by his first

wife, he had four children,'one of which, a daughter named Mary, who
was blind, died before him. He Avas tnarried to his second wife A D.
1658, two years before his imprisonment, by whom he seems not to have
had any children. She survived him about four years. Concerning the

other branches of his family we have not been able to gam any infor-

mation, s •

Mr. Bunyan was tall and broad set, though not corpulent : Ue had a
ruddy complexion, with sparkling eyes, and hair inclining to red, but in

his old age sprinkled with gray. His whole appearance was plain, and
h.r- dress always simple and unaffected. He published sixty tracts, which
equalled the number of years he lived. The PiLonir^'S Progress had
passed through more than fifty edilions in 1784.
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His character seems to have been uniformly good, from the time when
he was brought acquainted with the blessed gospel of Christ : and
though his counten£inr« was rather stcxn and his manner rough ; yet he
was very mild, modest, and affable, in his beha-vnour. He wrs backward
to speak much, except on particular occasions, and remarkably averse to

boasting ; ready to submit to the judijment of others, and disposed to for-

give injuries, to follow peace with all men, and to employ himself as a

peace-maker : yet he was steady to his prineiples, and bold in reproving

sin without respect to persons. Many slanders were spread concerning

him during the course of his ministry, some of which he refuted : they

have, however, all died away ; and no one now pretends to say any thing

to his disadvantage, except as a firm attachment to his creed and [jracui;e,

as a Calvinist, a Dissenter, and an Antipuedo-baptist, has been caJed
bigotry ; and as the account given of his own experience has been mis-

understood or nisrepresented.

He was undoubtedly endued with extraordinary natural talents ; his

understanding, discernment, memory, investigation, and imagination,

were remarkably sound and vi odorous : so that he made very great j^rofi-

ciency in the knowledge of scriptural divinity, though brought up in

ignorance : but he never maile such progress in human learnmg.—Even
such persons, as did not favour his religious principles, have done ample
justice to his mental powers. The celebrated Dr. Johnson ranks the

Pilgrim's Progress among a very few books indeed, of whicii the

reader, when he comes to the conclusion, wishes they had been longer

;

and allows it to rank high among the works oforiginal genius.* B iit it is

above all things wonderful, that Bunyan's imagination, fertile and vigo-

rous in a very great degree, and wholly untutored by the rules of learn-

ing, should in this instance have been so disciplined by sound judgment,
and deep acquaintance with the Scripture, as to produce, in the form of

an allegory, one of the fairest and most unexceptionable treatises on the

system of Calvinism, that can be found in the English language ! In se-

veral of his other publications, his imagination frequently carried him be-

yond just bounds: but he/e he avoids all extremes, and seems not to

deviate either to the right hand or to the left. Perhaps, as he was him-
self liable to depression of spirit, and had passed through deep distresses,

the views he gives of the Pilgrim's temptations may be too gloomy ; but
he has shown in the course of the work, that this arose principally from
inadequate views of evangelical truth, and the want of Ch.istian com-
munion, with tne benefits to be derived from the counsels of a taithfal

minister.

* Piozzi's Anecdotes of Johnson.—Bosrrell's Life of Johnson, voL ii. p.
97, 2d edition
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THE

PILGRIM'S PROGRESS.

PART L

AS I walked through the wilderness of this world, I lighted

on a certain place where was a den ; and I laid me down in

that place to sleep : and as I slept 1 dreamed a dream, a I

dreamed, and behold, " I saw a man clothed with rags, stand-

ing in a certain place, with his face from his own house, a
book in his hand, and a great burden upon his back."* I

looked, and saw him open the book, and read therein ; and as

he read he wept and trembled ; and, not being able longer to

contain, he brake out with a lamentable cry, saying, " What
shalll do ?"t (6)

* Isaiah Ixiv. 6. Luke xiv. 33. Psalm xxxviii. 4. Hab. ii. 2. t Acts ii. 37.

(a) Mr. Bunyan was confined about twelve years in Bedford jail, for

exercising his ministry contrary to the statutes then in force. This was
* the den, in which he slept and dreamed :' here he pmncd this instructive

allegory, and many other useful works, which evince that he was neither

soured nor disheartened by persecution. The Christian, who under-
stands what usage he ouo-ht to expect in this evil world, comparing our
present measure of religious liberty with the rigours of that age, will see

abundant cause for gratitude ; but they who are disposed to complain,

can never be at a loss for topics, while so much is amiss among all ranks
and orders of men, and in the conduct of every individual.

(6) The allegory opens with a description of its principal characters.

The author in his dream saw him ' clothed in rags;' which implies that

all men are sinners, in their dispositions and conduct ; that their supposed
virtues are radically defective, and worthless in the sight of God ; and
that the Pilgrim has discovered his own righteousness to be insufficient

for justification, evea as sordid rags would be unsuitable raiment for tkos*

C 2^^



18 The Pilgrim goes home in distress.

In this plight therefore he went home, and restrained him-
self as long as he could, that his wife and children should not

perceive his distress ; but he could not be silent long, because
that his trouble increased : wherefore at length he brake his

mind to his wife and children • and thus he began to talk to

them : * O my dear wife,' said he, * and you the children of
my bowels, I your dear friend am in myself undone, by reason

of a burden that heth hard upon me : moreover, I am certainly

informed that this our city will be burned with fire from
heaven ; in which fearful overthrow, both myself, with thee

my wife, and you my sweet babes, shall miserably come to

rum , except (the which yet I see not) some way of escape
may be found, whereby we may be dehvered.' At this his

relations were sore amazed ; not for that they believed that

what he had said to them was true, but because they thought

some frenzy distemper had* got into his head ; therefore, it

drawing towards night, and they hoping that sleep might settle

his brains, with all haste they got him to bed : but the night

who stand before kin^. * His face turned from his own house,' repre-

sents the sinner convinced that it is absolutely necessary to subordinate
ill other concerns to the care of his immortal soul, and to renounce every
thing which interferes with that grand object : and this makes him lose

iiis former relish for the pleasures of sin, and even for the most lawful

temporal satisfactions, while he trembles at the thought of impending de-

3tiuction.* * The book in his hand in which he read" implies, that sinners

discover their real state and character, by reading and believing the

Scriptures ; that their first attention is often directed to the denunciations

of the wrath to come ; and that in this case they cannot but continue to

^search the Word of God, though their grief and a^Hvii is increased by
every perusal. The ' burden on his back' represents that distressing serise

of guilt, and fear of wrath, which deeply convinced sinners cannot shake
oflF; *the remembrance of their sins is grievous to them, the burden of

them is intolerable ;* their consciences are oppressed with gUilt, even on
•account of tliose actions in which their neighbours perceive no harm

;

their hearts tremble at the prospect of dangers of which others have no
apprehension ; and they see an absolute necessity of escaping from a situ-

ation in which others live most securely : for true faith " sees things that

•are invisible." In one way or other, therefore, they soon manifest the

earnesuiess of their minds, in inquiring "^ what they must do to be saved .'"*

The circumstances of these humiliatin* convictions exceedingly vary, but

the life of faith and grace always begins with them ; and they who are

wholly strangers to this experience are Christians only io name and
:'orm

:

«^ He knows no hope who never knew a fear.'* Cewfcr.
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was as troublesome to him as the day ; wherefore, infitead of
sleeping, he spent it in sighs and tears. So when the morning
was come, they would know how he did ; and he told them worse
and worse. He also set to talking to them again, but they be-

gan to be hardened : they also thought to drive away his dis-

temper by harsh and surly carriage to him : sometimes they
would deride, sometimes they would chide, and sometimes
they would quite neglect him. Wherefore he began to retire

himself to his chamber, to pray for and pity them : and al«o

to condole his own misery. He would also walk solitarily in

the fields, sometimes reading and sometimes praying ; and thus

for some days he spent his time, (o)

Now I saw, upon a time, when he was walking in the fields,

that he was (as he was wont) reading in his book, and greatly

(c) The contempt or indignation, which worldly people express towards
those who are distressed in conscience, commonly induces them to con-
ceal their inquietude as long as they can, even from their relatives; hut
this soon becomes impracticable. Natural affection also, connected with
a view of the extreme danger to which a man sees the objects of his most
tender attachments exposed, but of which t/iey have no apprehensions,

will extort earnest representations, warnings, and entreaties. The city

of Destructiiin, (as it is afterward called) signifies this present evil world
as doomed to the flames ; or the condition ot careless sinners immersed
ia secular pursuits and pleasures, neglecting eternal things, and exposed to

the unquenchable fire of hell, " at the day of judgment a. d perdition of

ungodly men." They who are ignorant .of the Scriptares, and unaccus-
tomed to compare their own conduct with the divine law, will be amazed
at such discourse ; aqd, instead of duly regarding the warnin2:s given them,
will commonly ascribe them to enthusiasm or insanity ; and, as prophets,

apostles, and the Son ot God himself, were looked u}>on as visionaries or

beside themselves by their cotemporaries ; we may ^'e sure that no pru-
dence, excellence, or benevolence, can exempt the consistent believer

from the same trial. Near relations will generally be the first to form
this opinion of his case ; and will devise \ arious expedients to quiet his

mind : diversions, company, feastinr^s, absen'^.e from serious friends or

books, will be prescribed ; and by these means a false peace often succeeds

a transient alarm. But when any one has received a genuine humiliat-

ing discovery of the evil and desert of sin, such expedients will not allevi-

ate but increase the anguish ; and will be followed by still greater

earnestness about his own salvation, and that of others. This commonly
strengthens prejudice, and induces obduracy : and contemptuous pity

gives place to resentment, ill usage, derision, or neglect. The diconso-

late believer is then driven into retirement, and endeavours to relieve his

burdened mind by reading the Scriptures, and meditating on his doleful

case, with compassionate prayers for his^ despisers : and thus he sows ia

tears that seed, from which the harvest of his future joj will surely be
produced.



20 Evangelist meets and insirucis Christian,

distressed in his mind ; and as he read, he burst out, as he had
done before, crying, " What shall I do to be saved ?"*

I saw also that he looked this way and that way, as if he
would run

; yet he stood still, because (as I perceived) he
could not tell which way to go. I looked then, and saw a man
named Evangelist coming to him, and he asked, 'Wherefore
dost thou cry V He answered, Sir, I perceive by the book in

my hand that I am condemned to die, and after that to come to

judgment ; and I find that I am not wilUng to do the first, nor
able to do the second.f

Then said Evangelist, Why not willing to die, since this life

is attended with so many evils ? The man answered, Because
I fear that this burden that is upon my back will sink me lower
than the grave, and I shall fall into Tophet.'^ And, Sir, if 1 be
not fit to go to prison, 1 am not fit to go to judgment, and from
thence to execution : and the thoughts of these things make
me cry. (c?)

Then said Evangelist, If this be thy condition, why standest

thou still ? He answered, Because I know not whither to go.

Then he gave him a parchment roll ; and there was written

within, " Flee from the wrath to come.''^ (e)

The nian theretbre read it, and, looking upon Evangehst

very carefully, said. Whither must I flee ? Then said Evange-

hst, pointing with his ^finger over a very wide field. Do you

* Acts xvi. 30, 31. t Heb. ix. 27. Job xvi. 21, 22. Ezek, xxii. 14.

I Isaiah XXX. 33. § Matt. iii. 7.

(d) The Scriptures are indeed sufficient to ma^e us wise unto salva-

tion, as well as to ?hoH us our guilt and dang:er : yet the Lord commonly
uses the ministry of his servants, to direct info the way of peace, even
those who have previously discovered their lost condition.—Though con-

vinced of the necessity of escaping from impendmg rum, they hesitate,

not knowing what to do: till Providiiice brings them a^^qiramted with
some faithful preacher of the gospel, whose instruction? afford an explicit

answer to their secret inquiries after the way of salvation.

(e) The able minister of Christ will deem it necessary to enforce the

warning, ^' Flee from the wrath to come,*' even upon those who are alarm-

ed about their souls ; because this is the proper way of exciting them to

diligence and decision, and of preserving thdn from procrastination.

They, therefore, who would persuade persons under convictions, that

their fears are groundless, their guilt far less than they s ippose, and their

danger imaginary, use the most effectual means of soothing them into a
fatal security. And no discoveries of heinous guilt or helpless ruin in

themselves can produce despondency, provided the salvation of the gospel

be fully exhibited and proposed to them.
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see yonder Wicket-gate ?* The man said, No. Then said the

other, Do you see yonder shining Light ?t He said, I think

I do. Then said Evangelist, Keep that hght in your eye,

and go up directly thereto, so shah thou see the Gate ; at

which when thou knockest it shall be told thee what thou

shalt do.

So I saw in my dream that the man began to run. Now he
had not run far from his own door, but his wife and children

perceiving it, began to cry after hun to return
;J

but the man
put his fingers m his ears, and ran on, crying Life ! life ! eter-

n ' life ! So he looked not behind him,§ but fled towards the

middle of the plain.(/)
The neighbours also came out to see him run : and as he

ran, some mocked, others threatened, and some cried after

him to return ; and among those thit din so, there were two

that were resolved to fetch him back by force. The name of

the one was Obstinate, and the name of the other Piinbie. Now
by this time the man was got a good distnnre from them ; but

however they were resolved to pursue him, which they did,

and in a little time they overtook him. Then said the man.
Neighbours, wherefore are you come? They «iaid. To per-

suade you to go back with us ; but he said, That can by no

means bti : you dwell, said he, in the City of Destruction, the

* Matt. vii. 13, 14. t Psalm cxjx. 105. 2 Pet. i. 19. % Luke
xiv. 26. 5 Gen. xis. 17. 2 Cor. iv. 18.

(/) The awakened sinner may be incapable, for a time, ol perceiving

the way of Salvation by faith in Christ ; for diviue illumination is often

very gradual : as the Pilgrim could not see the Ga/e, when Evangelist

pointed it out to him. Yet he thought he could discern the Shining
Light ; for upright inquirers attend to the general instructions and en-

couragements of Scripture, and the declarations of the pardoning mercy
of God, which by degrees lead them to the knowledsre of Christ and to

faith in him ; as our author says in a marginal note. ' Christ and the way
to him. cannot be found without the Word.''—The Pilgrim being thus in-

structed, ' began to run :' for no persuasions or considerations can induce

the man, who is duly in earnest about salvation, to neglect those things

which he knows to be his present duty : yet when this is the case, it must
be expected that carnal relations will oppose this new course of conduct

;

especially as it appears to them destructive of aU prospects of worldly
advantage.

The following lines are here subjoined to a very rude engraving;

—

Christian no sooner leaves the world, but meets
Evangelist, who lovingly him greets

With tidings of another ; and doth show
Him how to mount t" iJ»Hti"rom this below.'



22 Obstinate and Pliable attempt to fetch him back.

place also where I was born ; I see it to be so ; and dying

there, sooner or later, you will sink lower than the grave, into

a place that burns with fire and brimstone : be content, good
neighbours, and go along with me. (g)

What, said Obstinate, and leave our friends and our comforts

behind us !

Yes, said Christian, (for that was his name,) because, that all

is not worthy to be compared with a little of that that 1 am
seeking to enjoy ; and if you will go along with me, and hold it,

you "shall fare as I myself; for there, where I go, is enough
and to spare :* come away, and prove my words.

Obst. What are the things you seek, since you leave all the

world to find them ?

Oir. I seek an -' inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and

that fadeth not away ;'" and it i;5 " IniH up in heaven,"! and

safe there, to be bestowed at the time ippointed on them that

diligently seek it. Read it so, if you will, in my book.

Tush, said Obstinate, away with your book: will you go
back with us, or no ?

No, not I, said the other, because I have laid my hand t©

the plough.

I

Obst. Come then, neighbour Pliable, let us turn again, and

go home without him : there is a company of these craz'd-

headed coxcombs, that when they take a fancy by the" end, are

wiser in their own eyes than seven men that can render a

reason.

Then said Pliable, Don't revile ; if what the good Christian

says is true, the things he looks after are better than ours ; my
heart inclines to go with my neighbouj*.

Obst. What ! more fools still ! be ruled by me, and go back

;

* Luke XV. 17. 1 1 Pet. i. 4—6. Heb. xi. 6, 16. ^ Luke ix. 62.

(g) The attention of whole circles of careless sinners is generally excir

ted, when one of their companions engages in religion, and forsakes the

party. He soon becomes the topic of conversation ; some ridicule, others

rail or threaten, others ase force or artifice to withdraw him from his pur-

pose ; according to their different dibpositions, situations, or relations to

him. Most of them, however, soon desist, and leave him to his choice.

But two characters are not so easily shaken off: these our author has

named Obstinate and Phable, to denote their opposite propensities. The
former, through a resolute pride and stoutness of heart, persists in attempt-

ing to bring back the new convert to his worldly pursuits ; the latter,

from a natural easiness of temper and susceptibility of impression, is pli-

ant to persuasion, and readily eoosents to accompany him.
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who knows whither such a brain-sick fellow will lead you ?

Go back, go back, and be wise.

Chr. Come with me, neighbour Pliable, there are such

things to be had which I spoke of, and many more glorious be-

sides : if you believe not me, read here in this book ; and, for

the truth of what is expressed therein, behold, all is confirmed

by the blood of him that made it.|

Weil, neighbour Obstinate, saith Pliable, I begin to come to

a point : I intend to go along with this good man, and to cast

in my lot with him. But, my good companion, do you know
the way to this desired place ?

Chr. I am directed by a man, whose name is Evangelist, to

speed me to a little Gate that is before us, where we shall re-

ceive instructions about the way.
Pli. Come then, good neighbour, let us be going. Then

they went both together.

And I will go back to my place, said Obstinate : I will be no

companion of such misled fantastical fellows, (h)

Now I saw in my dream thai when Obstinate was gone back,

Christian and Pliable went talking over the plain : and thus

they began their discourse.

Chr. Come, neighbour Pliable, how do you do? I am glad

you are persuaded to go along with me ; had even Obstinate

himself but felt what I have felt, of the powers and terrors of

what is yet unseen, he would not thus lightly have given us

the back.

Pli. Come, neighbour Christian, since there are none but
us two here, tell me now further, what the things are» and how
to be enjoyed, whither we are going.

Chr. 1 can better con2eive of them with ray mind than speak

JHeb.ix. 17—22.

(/i) This dialogue admirably illustrat s the characters of the speakers.

Christian, (tor so he is henceforth called,) is firm, decided, bold, and san-
gTiine : Obstinate is prolane, scornful, self-sufficient, and disposed to con-
temn even the Word of God, when it interferes with his worldly inte-

rests : Pliable is yielding, and easily induced to engage in tilings ofwhich
he understands neither the nature nor the consequences. Christian's

plain warnings and earnest entreaties ; and Obstinate's contempt of be-
lierers, as ^ eras'd-headed coxcombs.'' and his exclamation, when Pliable
inclines to be a Pilgrim, ' What I more fools still 1' are admirably cha-
racteristic ; and show that such sarcasms and scornful abuse are peculiar
to no age or place, but always follow serious godliness as the shadow doei
the substance.



2 4 Christian discourses with Pliable.

of them with my tongue : but yet, since you are desirous to

know, I will read of them in my book.

Pli. And do you think that the words of your book are cer-

tainly true ?

Chr, Yes, verily, for it was made by him that cannot lie.*

Pli. Well said ; what things are they ?

Chr. There is an endiess kingdom to be inhabited, and

everlasting life to be given us, that we may inhabit that king-

dom for CFer.t

Pli. Well said ; and what else ?

CJir. There are crowns of glory to be given us ; and gar-

ments that will make us shine like the sun in the firmament of

heaven.

I

PH. This is excellent : and what else ?

Chr. There shall be no more crying nor sorrow ; for he

that is owner of the place will wipe all tears from our eyes. §
Pli. And what company shall we have there ?

Chr. There we shall be with Seraphims and Cherubims,
creatures that will dazzle your eyes to look on them.H There
also you shall meet with thousands and ten thousands that have
gone bpfore us to that place ; none of them are hurtful, but

loving and holy ; every one walking in the sight of God, and

standing in his presence with acceptance for ever. In a word,

there we shall seethe elders v\ith their golden crowns ;11

there we shall see holy virgins with their goldeo harps ;** there

we shall see men that by the world were cut in pieces, burnt

in flames, eaten of beasts, drowned in the seas, for the love

that they bare to the Lord of the place, all well, and clothed

with immortality as with a garment. tt

Pli. The hearing of thi? is enough to ravish one's heart : but

are these things to be enjoyed ? how shall we get to be sharers

thereof ?

Chr. The Lord, the Governor of the country, hath record-

ed that in this book ; the substance of which is, if we be truly

willing to have it, he will bestow it upon us freely.
|J:

Pli. Well, my good companion, glad am I to hear of these

things. Come on, let us mend our pace..

* Tit.i . 2. t Isa. xlv. 17. John x. 27—29. | 2 Tim. iv. G.

Rev.iii. 4. Matth xiii. 42. ^ Isa. xxv. 8. Rev. vii. 16, 17. xxi. 4.

II
Isa. vi. 2. I. Thess. iv. 16, 17. t Rev. iv. 4. ** Rev. xiv. 1—5

t+ John xii. 25. 2 Cor. v. 2—5. Xt Isa. Iv. 1—3. John vi. 37. vii. 37.

Rev. xxi. 6. xxii. 17.
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Chr. I cannot go so fast as I would, by reason of this burden
that is upon my back, (i)

Now I saw in my dream, that just as they had ended this

talk, they drew nigh to a very miry Slough, that was in the-

midst of the plain, and they, being heedless, did both fall sud-

denly into the bog. The name of the Slough was Despond.
Here therefore they wallowed for a time, being grievously be-

daubed with the dirt ; and Christian, because of the burden
that was on his back, began to sink in the mire.

Then said Pliably Ah ! neighbour Christian, where are you
now ? Truly, said Christian, I do. not know.

At that. Pliable began to be offended, and angrily said to his

fellow, ' Is this the happiness you have told me all this while

of? If we have such ill speed at our first setting out, what may
we expect 'twixt this and our journey's end ? May I get out

again with my life, you shall possess the brave country alone

fbr me.' And with that he gave a desperate struggle or two,

and got out of the mire, on that side of the Slough which wa^

(i) The conversation between Christian and Pliablfe marks the differ

ence in their characters, as well as the measures of the new convert's at

tainments.—The want of a due apprehension of eternal things is evident-

ly the primary defect of all those who oppose or neg;lect religion ; but
more maturity of judgment and experience are requisite to discover, thai

many professors are equally stran^^ers to- a realizing view ' of the powers-

and terrors of what is yet unseen.' The men represented by Pliable dis

regard these subjects ; they inquire eagerly about the good things to bo
enjoyed ; but not in any due proportion about the way of salvation, the

difficulties to be encountered, or the danger of coming short ; and nexv

converts, being zealous, sanguine, and unsuspecting, are naturally led t\)

enlarge on the descriptions of heavenly felicity given in Scripture, These
are generally figurative or negative ; so that unregenerate persons annex-
ing carnal ideas to them, are greatly delighted ; and, not being retarded-

by any distressing remorse and terror, or feeling the opposition ofcorrupt
nature, (which is gratified in some respects, though thwarted in others.)

ihey are often more zealous, and seem to proceed faster in external duties

than true converts. They take it for granted, that all the privileges of

the gospel belong to them ; and, being very confident, zealous and joyful,

they often censure those who are really fighting the good fight of faith, as

deficient in zeal and alacrity.—There are also systems diligently propa-
gated, which greatly encourage this delusion, excite a high flow of false

aflections, (especially of a mere selfish gratitude to a supposed benefactor
for imaginary benefits :) till the event proves the whole to be like the

Israelites at the Red Sea, who " believed the Lord's word, and sang his

praise ; but soon forgat his works, and waited not for his counsel." Psnl.

cvi. 12—24.

D 3



26 Pliable goes home.

next to his own house. So away he went, and Christiao saw
him 00 more, (k)

(k) The Slough of Despond represents those discouragping fears T«^hich

often harass new converts. It is distinguished from the alarms which in-

duced Christian to leave the city, and '' flee from the wrath to come :"

for the anxio s apprehensions of one who is diligently seeking salvation,

are very different from those which excited hira lo inquire after it. The
latter are reasonable and useful, and arise from faith : but the former are

g;roundless ; they result from remaining i^norunce, inattention and unbe-
lief, an.l greatly retard the Pilgrim. They must also be carefully dis-

tinguished from those doubts and diicouragei^nts, which assault the
established christian : for these are generally the consequence of negli-

gence, or yielding to temptation : whereas new converts fall into their

despondings, when most dilligent, according to the light they have re-

ceived : and, if some conscientious persons seem to meet with this Slough
in every part of their pilgrimage, it arises from an immature judgment,
erroneous sentiments, or peculiar temptations. When the diligent student

of the Scriptures obtains such an acquaintance with tlie perfect holi-

ness of God, the spirituality of his law, the inexpressible evil of sin, and
his own obligations and transgressions, as greatly exceeds the measure in

which he discerns the free and full salvation of the gospel, his humiliation
will of course verge nearer and nearer to despondency. This, however,
is not essential to repentance, but arises from misapprehension ; though
few in pnjportion w holly escape it. The viire of the Slough represents

that idea which desponding persons enteilain of themselves and their situ-

ation, as altogether vile and loathsome; and their confess: ious and self-

abasing com;ilaint?, which render them contemptible in the opinion of

•thers. As every attempt to rescue themselves discovers to them more of

the latent e\il of their hearts, they seem to grow worse and worse; and,

for want of a clear mderstanding of the Gospel, they have no firm ground
to tread on. and know neither where th*»y are, nor wnat they must do.

—

tint how covild Pliable fall into this Slough, seeing he had no such views
of God. «ir his law, ol himself, or of sin, as this condition seems to presup-
pose ? To this it may be answered, that men can hardly associate with
religious per-'ODs, and hear their discourse, confessions, and complaints, or
become acquamted with any part of Scripture, without making some
alarming and mortifying discoveries concerning themselves. These tran-

sient cooviciio'is taking place when they fancied they were about to be-

eome very good, and succeeding to great self-complacency, constitute a
grievous disapr-ointment, and they ascribe their uneasiness to the new
doctrine the? have heard.—But tliough Pliable fell into the Slough,

Christian. » by reason of his burden,' sunk the deepest : for the true
believers humiliation for sin tends greatly to increase his fear of wrath.
Superiieial professors, expecting the promised happmess without trouble

or suflTermg, are often very angry at those who were the meauR of leading

them to think ol religion ; as if they had deceived them : and, being des-

titute <fi true faith, their only object is. at any rate to get rid of their un-
easmrss. This is a species of stony-ground hearers abounding in every
part of the church, who are offended and fall away, by means of a little

inicard disquietude, before any outward tribulation arises because of the

word.



Christian sirusislcs to the other nde. 87'Ofa

Wherefore Christian was left to tumble in the Slough of

Despond alone : but still he endeavoured to struggle to that

side of the Sloneh that wns still further from his owr. house,

and next to the Wicket-gate; the which he did, but could not

get out,n^ecnuse of the burden that \eas upon his back. Bu^t I

beheld in my dream, that a man came to him, whose name
ivas Help, and asked him, ' What he did there ?'

* Sir,' said Christian, * I was bid go this way, by a man call

ed Evangelist, who directed me also to yonder Gate, that 1

might escape the wrath to come : and as I was going thither I

fell in here.'

Help. But why did you not look for the steps ?

Chr. Fear followed me so hard, that I fled tbe next way,

and fell in. (/)
* Then.,' said he, ' give me thy hand.' So he gave him his

hand, and he drew him out, and sei liim on sound gronnd, and

let him go on his way.

Then I stepped to him that plucked him out, atid said, * Sir,

wherefore, since over this place is the way from the city of

Destruction to yonder Gate, is it, that this plat is not men^Jed,

that poor travellers might go thither with more security ?' ^nd
he said to me. This miry Slough is such a place as cann<it be
mended. It is the descent, whither the scum and filth thai at-

tends conviction of sin doth coniinually run, and therefoie it is

called tiie Slough of Despond : for still as the sinner if; awak-
ened about his lost condition, tnere ariseth in his how'i many
fears and doubts, and discouraging apprehensions, whicii all of

(Z) Christiaw dreaded the doom of his city more than the Slouch.

—

Many persons, under deep distress of con5^ience, are afraid of relief, if?st

\t should prove delusive. Deliverance from wrath, and the blessings of
salvation, appear to them so valuable, that ail else is comparatively trivial.

Despondingfeart may connect with their religious diligence ; tui despair

would be the consequence of a return to their former course of sin. If

they perish, therefore, it shall be, while earnestly stru^fglin^ \ipder deep
discourag^ement, after that salvation for v. hich their souls even fatni with-
in them. Their own efforts indeed fail to extricate them ; hut ^n due
time the Lord sends them assistance.—Thi? is described by the alie^oiical

person named Help, who may represent the instruments bv w.'nch they
receive encouragement ; a service in which it is a privilege to be omploy-
ed: or the Holy :^[urii, the giver of hope and peace.

—

Fear alio li per-

sonified: in the miv.\st of the new convert'3 discourse of the joys of Heaven,
fears of wrath often, cast him into despondency, while he so meditates OD
the terrors of the Lord as to overlook his precious promises.



2g Help comes to deliver him.

them get together, and settle in this place. And this is the

reason of the badness of this ground.
*^

It is not the pleasure of the king, that this place should re-

main so bad. His labourers also have, by the directiogfi of his

Majesty's surveyors, been, for above these sixteen hundred

years, employed about this patch of ground, if perhaps it might

be mended : yea, and to my knowledge, said he, here hath

been swallowed up, at least twenty thousand cart-loads, yea,

millions of wholesome instructions, that have at all seasons

been brought from all places of the King's dominions
;
(and

they that can tell, say, that they are the best materials to make
good ground of the place, if so be it might be mended ;) but it

is the Slough of Despocid still, and so will be, when they have

done what they can.

True, there are, by the direction of the Lawgiver, certain

good and substantial steps, placed even through the very midst

of this Slough : but at such time as this place doth much spue

out its filth, as it doth against change of weather, these steps

are hardly seen, or if they be, men, through the dizziness of

their heads, step beside ; and then they are bemired to pur-

pose, notwithstanding the steps be there : but the ground is

good when they are once got in at the Gate.t (/«)

* Psalm xl. 2. Isaiah xxxv. 3, 4. t I Sam. xii. 22.

(m) This account of the Slough, which our author in his vision received

from Help, i»incides with the preceding explanation. —Increasing know-
ledge produces deeper self-abasement : hence djscouraging fears arise in

men's minds lest they should at last perish, and objections against them-
selves contiauady accumulate, till they fall into habitual despondency,

unless they constantly attend to the encouragements of the Scripture, or,

in the Apostle's language have ''their feet shod with the preparation of

the gospel of peace."—As this state of mind is distressing and enfeebling

in itself, and often furnishes enemies with a plausible objection to religion,

the servants of God have always attempted to preserve the serious inqui-

rers after salvation from it, by various scriptural instructions and consola-

tory topics : yet their success is not adequate to their wisnes ; for the

Lord is pleased to permit numbers to be thus discouraged, in order to de-

tect false professors, and to render the upright more watchful and humble.
Our author, in a marginal note, explain? the steps to mesm ' the promises
of forgiveness and acceptance to life by faith in Christ ;' which include

the general invitations, and the various encouragements given in Scripture,

to all who seek the salvation of the Lord, and diligently use tlie appointed
means.—It was evidently his opinion, that the path from destruction to

life lies by this Slough ; aad that none are indeed in the narrow way who
have neither struggled through it, nor gone over it by means of the steps.
'^ The change of weather seems to denote those seasons, when peculiar

temptations, exciting sinful passions, perplex the minds of new converts

;
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Now I saw in my dream that by this time Pliable was got

home to his house. So his neighbours came to visit him ; and
some of them called him wise man for coming back ; and some
called him fool for hazarding himself with Christian : others

again did mock at his cowardliness, saying, ' Surely, since you
began to venture, I would not have been so base as to have given
out for a few diflBculties :* so Pliable sat sneaking among them.
-But at last he got more confidence, and then they all turned
their tales, and began to deride poor Christian behind his back.

Arid thus much concerning Pliable (n)

Now as Christian was walking solitarily by himself, he espied

one afar off come crossing over the field to meet him, and their

hap was to meet just as they were crossing the way of each
other. The gentleman's name was Mr. Worldly-Wiseman ; he
dwelt in the town of Carnal-Policy; a very great town, and
also hard by from whence Christian came. This man then

meeting with Christian, and having some inkling of him, for

Christian's setting forth from the City of Destruction was much
noised abroad, not only in the town where he dwelt, but also

it began to be the town talk in some other places ; Master
Worldly-Wiseman therefore having some guess of him by be-

holding his laborious going, by observing his sighs and groans,

and the like, began thus to enter into some talk with Chris-

tian, (o)

and so, losing sight of the promises, they sink into despondency during hu>
miliatia:? experiences : but faith in Christ, and in the mercy of God
tlirough him, sets the Pilgrim's feet on good ground.

(?i) They who affect to despi.-e real christians, often feel and express

great contempt for those that east off their profession : such men are un-

able, for a time, to resume their wonted confidence amonj their Ibrmer
companions ; and this excites them to paj' court to them by reviling and
deriditig those whom they have forsaken.

(o) The wise men of this world carefully notice those who begin to

turn their thoughts to religion, and attempt to counteract their convic-

tions lefore the case becomes desperate: fi^om their desponding fears they
take occasion to insinuate that they are deluded or disordered in their

minds ; that they make too much ado about religion ; and that a decent
regard to it is all that is requisite, which consists with the enjoyment of

this life, and even conduces to secular advantage.

—

Worldlt-wisemax,
therefore, is a person of consequence, whose superiority gives him influ-

ence over poor pilgrims : he is a reputable and successful man ; prudent,

sagacious, and acquamted with mankind : moral, and religious in his way.
and qualified to give the very be-?t counsel to those who wish to serve

both God and Mammon: but he is decided in his judgment against ali

kinds and degrees of religion, which interfere vvith a man's worldly iito;



30 Worldly-Wiseman questions Christian

,

World. How now, good fellow ; whither away after this bur-
dened manner ?

Chr. A burdened manner indeed, as ever, I think, poor
creature had ! And whereas you ask me, Whither away ? I

tell you. Sir, I am going to yonder Wicket-gate before me ; for

there, as I am informed, I shall be put in a way to be rid of
my heavy burden.

World. Hast thou a wife and cliildren ?

Chr. Yes ; but I am so ladened with this burden, that I can-

not take that pleasure in them as formerly : methinks I am as

if I had none.*

World. Wilt thoii hearken to me if I give thee counsel ?

Chr. If it be good I will ; for I stand in need of good counsel.

World. 1 would advise thee, then, that thou with all speed

get thyself rid of thy burden ; for thou wilt never be settled in

thy mind till then ; nor canst thou enjoy the benefits of the

blessings which God hath bestowed upon thee till then.

Chr. That is that which I seek for, even to be rid of this

heavy burden ; but get it ofif myself I cannot : nor is there

any man in our country that can take it oft'my shoulders : there-

fore am I going this way, as I told you, that I may be rid of my
burden.

Woj'ld. Who bid thee go this way to be rid of thy burden ?

Chr. A man that appeared to me to be a very great and

honourable person : his name, as 1 remember, is Evangelist

World. I beshrew him for his counsel ; there is not a more
dangerous and troublesome way in the world than is that un-

to which he hath directed thee ; and that thou shalt find, if

thou wilt be ruled by his counsel. Thou hast met with some-

thing, as I perceive, already ; for I see the dirt of the Slough

of Despon(i is upon thee ; but that Slough is the beginning of

the sorrows that do attend those that go on in that way. Hear
me, I am older than thou ! thou art like to meet with on the

way which thou goest, wearisomeness, painfulness, hunger,

* 1 Cor. vii. 29.

rest, disquiet his mind, or spoil his relish for outward enjoyments.—He
resides at Carnal-Policy, a great town near the city of Destruction : for

worldly prudence, modellino; a man's religion, is as ruinous as open vice

and impiety ; though it be very prevalent among decent and virtuous

people. Such men attend to the reports that are circulated about the

conversion of their neighbours, aad oftea watch their opportunity of enter-

ing into discourse with them.
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perils, nakedness, sword, lions, drasons, darkness, and, in a

word, death, and what not ! These things are certainly true,

baying heen confirmed by many testimonies. And why should

a man so carelessly cast away himself by giving heed to a

stranger ?

Chr. Why, Sir, this burden on my back is more terrible to

me than are all these things which you have mentioned : nay,

methinks I care not what I meet with in the way, if so be I can

also meet with deliverance from my burden.

World. How camest thou by thy burden at first ?

Chr. By reading this book in my hand.

World. I thought so ; and it is happened unto thee as to other

weak men, who, meddling with things too high for them, do

suddenly fall into thy distractions ; which distractions do not

only unman men, (as thine I perceive has done thee,) but

they run them upon desperate ventures to obtain they know
not what.

Chr. I know what I would obtain ; it is ease from my heavy

burden.

World. But why wilt thou seek for ease this way, seeing so

many dangers attend it ? Especially since, hadst thuu patience

to hear me, I could direct thee to the obtaining of what thou

desirest, without the dangers that thou in thi.- v/ay wih run thyself

into. Yea, and the remedy is at hand. Besides, 1 will add,

that, instead of these dangers, thou shalt meet witli mach safe-

ty, friendship, and content, (p)

(p) There is ^eat beauty in this dialogue, arisiag from the exact regard

to character preserved throughout. Indeed this form? one of our author's

peculiar excellencies : as it is a very dirTicult attainin-^nt, and always
manifests a superiority of genius.—The self- satis i action of Worldly-
WISEMAN ; his contempt of Christian's sentiments and pursuits ; his

aneering compassion, and censure! of Evangelist's advice; his representa-

tion of the dangers and hardships of the way, and of ' the desperate ven-

tures of religious people to obtain they know not what ;' and his confident

assumption, that Christian's concern arose from weakness of intellect,

* meddling with things too high for him,' and hearkening to bad counsel,

(that is, reading the word of God, and attending to the- preaching of the

gospel) and from distraction as the natural consequence, are most admira-
bly characteristic.—His arguments also are very specious. He does not

say that Evangelist had not pointed out the way of salvation, or that

wicked men are not in danger of future m'sery ; but he urges, that so

much concern about sin and the eternal world takes men off from a proper
regard to their secular concerns, and injures their families: that it pre

rents their enjoying comfort in domestic life, cr in other providential

blessings : that it Jeads them into perilous and distressing situations, of



32 Worldly-Wiseman prefers Morality.

Chr. Pray, Sir, open this secret to me.
World, Why in yonder village, (the village is named Mora-

lity) there dwells a gentleman whose name is Legality, a very
judicious man, and a man of a very good name, that has skill

to help men off with such burdens as thine are from their

shoulders
;
yea, to my knowledge he hath done a great deal of

good this way : aye, and besides, he hath skill to cure those

that are somewhi^t crazed in their wits with their burdens.
To him, as 1 said, thou mayest go and be helped presently.

His house is not quite a mile from this place ; and if he should

not be at home himself, he hath a pretty yonng man to his

son, whose name is Civility, that can do it, (to speak on) as

well as the old gentleman himself. There, I say, thou mayest
bo eased ofthy burden : and if thou art not minded to go back
to thy former habitation, as indeed 1 would not wish thee,

thou mayest send for thy wife and children to thee to this vil-

lage ; where there are houses now standing empty, one ofwhich
thou mayest have Rt a reasonable rate. Provision is there also

cheap and good : and that which will make thy life more hap-

py is, to be sure, there thou shalt live by honest neighbours, in

credit and good fishion. (7)

which their first terrors and despondixi°^ are only an earnest ; that a trou
bled conscience may be quieted in a more expeditious and easy manner

;

and tliat Uiey may obtain credit, comfch-t, and manifold advantages, by
following prudent counsel.—On the other hand, Christian speaks in the

character of a young convert. He makes no secret of his distress and ter-

rors, and declares without reserve the method in which he sought relief.

He owns he has lost his relish for every earthly cc^nfort, and desires to re-

ceive good counsel : but while he is prepared to withstand all persuasions tc

return home, he is not upon liis guard against the insidious advice of

Worldly- Wiseman.—He fears the wrath to come more than all the dread-

ful things which had been mentioned : but his earnestness to get immedi-
ate relief exposes him to the danger of seeking it m an unwarranted way.
Searching the Scriptures has shov.'n him his guilt aud danger ; but, not

having learned likewise the instructions of life, he does not discern the

fatal tendency of the plausible advice given him, especially as his counsel-

lor is a person of great reputation and sagacity. Every one, who has been
in the way of making observations on these matters, must perceive how
exactly this suits the case of numbers, when first brought to mind ''the

one thing needful."

(q) The village Morality represents that large company, who, in na»

tions favoured with revelation, abstain from scandalous vices, and practice

reputable duties, without any genuine fear or love of God, or regard to

his authority or glory. This decency of conduct, connected with a system

of notions, and a stint of external worship, is substituted in the place of

Christianity : but it is faulty in its principle, its measure, and its object.

—

It results wholly from self-love : it is restricted to the outicard observance
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Now was Christian somewhat at a stand ; but presently he
tODcluded, If this be true which this gentleman has said, my
wisest course is to take his advice ; and with that he thus far-

ther spoke.

Chr. Sir, which is my way to this honest man's house ?

World. Do you see yonder high hill ?

Chr. Yes, very well.

World. By that hill you must go, and the first you come at is

his.

So Christian turned out of his way to go to Mr. LegaUty's

house for help. But behold, when he was got now hai*d by the

hill, it seemed so high, and also that side of it that was next the

way side did hang so much over, that Christian was afraid to

venture further, lest the hill should fall on his head ; where-
fore there he stood still, and he wot not what to do. Also his

burden now seemed heavier to him than while he was in his

way. There came also flashes of fire out of the hill, that made

of some scriptural precepts, while the rest are disregarded ; and it aims
principally at the acquisition of reputation, or temporal advantages, with
only a subordinate respect even to the interests oi eternity. It is entirely

different from humble, cheerful, aad unreserved obedience : it leaves the

heart in the possession of some worldly idol, and never constitutes a spirit-

ual worshipper, or renders a man meet for the pleasures of Heaven.

—

Yet this mutilated religion draws multitudes off from attending either to

the holy requirements of the Law, or the humbling doctrines of the gos-

pel. The most noted inhabitant of this village derives his name, Legality,

not from making the law of God his rule and standard, (for " by the law
is the knowledge of sin,'' which tends to increase the convinced sinner's

distress ;) but from his teaching men to depend on a defective obedience
to a small part of the law, falsely explained, according to the method of
the scribes and pharisees. These teachers, however, are admired by the
wise men of this world, and are deemed very skilful in relieving troubled
consciences, and recovering men from religious distractions.—Civility re-

presents those who persuade themselves and others, that a decent, benevo-
lent, and obliging behaviour, will secure men from all future punishment,
and insure an inheritance in heaven, if indeed there be any such place.—
Counsellors of this description can ease the consciences of ignorant persons,

when superficially alarmed, almost as well as those who superadd a form
of godliness, a few doctrinal o[<inions, and a regard to some precepts of
Christianity. Both are at hand m every place : and the wise men of this

world are zealous in recommending them : observing, that no doubt the
immoral and profligate should reform their lives ; as this will please their

relatives, and conduce to their advantage : but the strait Gate and the
narrow Way would prove their ruin. Most Pilgrims are assailed by such
counsellors ; and few are able to detect the fallacy of their reasonings till

their own folly corrects them.

E



34 Christian met by Evangelist,

Christian afraid that he should be burned ;* here therefore

he did sweat and quake for fear. And now he began to be sorry

that he had taken Mr. Worldly-Wiseman's counsel. And with

that he saw Evangehst coming to meet him : at the sight also

of whom he began to blush for shame. So Evangelist drew
nearer and nearer ; and coming up to him he looked upon him
with a severe and dreadful countenance, and thus began to

reason with Christian.

* What doest thou here ?' said he. At which word Chris-

tian knew not what to answer ; wherefore at present he stood

speechless before him. Then said Evangelist further, * Art

not thou the man that 1 found crying without t..e walls of the

City of Destruction ?' (r)

Chr. Yes, dear sir, I jam the man.
Evan. Did not I direct thee the way to the little Wicket-gate ?

Yes, dear Sir, SKid Christian.

Evan. How is it then that thou art so quickly turned aside ?

for thou art now out of the way.
Chr. I met with a gentleman so soon as I had got over the

Slough of Despond, who persuaded me that 1 niight, in the

village before me, find a man that could take off my burden.

Evan. What was he ?

Chr. He looked like a gentleman, and talked much to me,
and got me at last to yield : so I came hither : but when I be-

held this hill, and how it hangs over the way, I suddenly made
a stand, lest it should fall on my head.

Evan. What said that gentleman to you ?

Chr. Why he asked me whither I was going : and I told him.

* Exod. xix. 16—18. Heb. xii. 21.

(r) Christian must go past Mount Sinai to the village Morality : not

that such men, as depend on their own relormation and °'ood works, pay
a due regard to the holy law of God, for "they are alive without the

law ;" but they substitute their own scanty obedience in the place of the

righteousness and atonement of Christ. They who are not humbled in

true repentance, percei^ang little danger, pass on securely : but the true

penitent tinds every attempt " to establish his own righteousness" entirely

abortive : the more he compares his conduct and character with the ^jvine

law, the greater is his alarm ; and hf sometimes trembles lest its curses

should immediately fall upon him, with vengeance more tremendous than

the most awful thunder, 1 hen the counsels of worldly wisdom appear

in their true light, and the sinner is prepared to welcome free salvation

:

and should the minister, whose instructions he had forsaken, meet him,

conscious shame would be added to his terror ; and he would even ba
tempted to shun his faithful friend, through fear of merited reproof.
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Evan. And what said he then ?

Chr. He iiskcd me if I had a family, and I told him ; but,

said I, 1 am so load^n with the burden that is on my back,

that 1 cannot take pleasure in them as formerly.

Evan. And what said lie then ?
.

Chr. He bid me with speed get rid of my burden, and I

told him it was ease that I sought : and, said I, I am therefore

going to yondejigate, to receive further direction how I may get

to the place of deliverance. So he said that he would show
me a better way, and short, not so attended with difficulties,

as the way, Sir, that you set me in ; which, way, said he, will

direct you to a gentleman's house, that hath skill to take off

these burdens. So I believed him, and turned out of that way
into this, if happily I might be soon eased of my burden : but

when I CHine to this place, and beheld things as they are, I

stopped for fear, as I said, of danger : but i now know not

what to do.

Then, said Evangelist, Stand still a Uttle, that I may show
thee the words of God.—So he stood trembling. Then, said

Evangelist, '' See that ye refuse not him that speaketh, for if

they escaped not, who refused him that spake on earth, much
more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that speak-

eth from heaven."* He said moreover, " Now the just shall

live by faith ; but if any man draws back, my soul shall have
no pleasure in him."t He also did thus apply them. Thou
art the man that art running into this misery. Thou hast be-

gun to reject the counsel of the Most High, and to draw back
thy foot from tLe way of peace., even almost to the hazarding

of thy perdition.

Then Christian fell down at his feet as dead, crying. Wo
is me, for I am undone. At the sight of which Evangelist

caught him by the right hand, saying, " All manner of sin and
blasphemies shall be forgiven unto men :"]: " Be not faithless,

but believing." Then did Christian again a little revive, and
stood up trembling, as at first, before Evangelist, (s)

* Heb. xii. 25. t Heb. x. 38. :j: Matt. xii. 31.—Mark iii. 28, 29.

(5) It appears from this passage, that the author judged it ri°^ht, in

dealing with persons under great terror of conscience, to aim at preparing
them for solid peace, rather than hastily giving them comfort.— Men may
be greatly dismayed, and in some degree humbled, and yet not be duly
sensible of the heinousness and aggravation? of their guilt. In this case,

further instructions are needful to excite them to proper diligence and
self-denial, and to make way for abiding peace and consolation. Where-



36 Evangelist refutes Worldly-Wiseman'*s counsel.

Then Evangelist proceeded, saying, " Give more earnest
heed to the things" that I shall tell thee of. I will now show
thee who it was that deluded thee, and who it was also to whonri

he sent thee. The man that met thee is one Worldly-Wise-
man, and rightly he is so called

;
partly because he favoureth

only the doctrine of this world,! (therefore he always goes to

the town of Morality to church ;) (t) and partly because he
loveth that doctrine best, for it saveth him from the cross ;*

and because he is of this carnal temper, therefore he sceketh
to pervert my ways, though right. Now there are three things

in this man's counsel that thou must utterly abhor :—7His turn-

ing thee out of the way ;—His labouring to render the cross

odious to thee ;—And his setting thy feet in that way that

leadeth unto the administration of death.

First, Thou must abhor his turning thee out ofthe way
;
yea^

and thine own consenting thereto : because this is to reject

the counsel of God, for the sake of the counsel of a Worldly-

* 1 John iv. 5. t * Gal. vi. n.
as, a compassionate, but injudicious method, of proposing consolatory

topics indiscriminately to all under trouble of conscience, lulls many into

a fatal sleep, and "ives others a transient peace which soon terminates in

deeper despondency : as a wound hastily skinned over by an ignorant

^Practitioner, instead of bein^ effectually cured by the patient attention of

a. skilful surgeon, will soon become '.vorse than before. The communica-
tion ofmore knowledge may indeed au«;ment a man's terror and distiess

;

but if it produce a deeper humiliation, it will effectually warn him against

<?arnal counsellers and false dependences.—Turning aside from the gospel,

implies a direct refusal to hearken to Christ ; and all v.'ho do thus, run
into misery, and leave the way of peace, to the hazard of their souls.*

—

These denunciations are despised by the stout-hearted, but the contrite in

spirit, when consciously guilty, if thus addressed, would fall into despair,

did not the ministers of Christ encourage them by the grace of the

gospel.

The following lines are here inserted, as before, in the old editions.

• When Christians unto carnal men give ear.

Out of their way they go, and pay for't dear

:

For Master Worldly-Wiseman can but show
A saint the way to bondage and to wo.'

(f)
Worldly-Wiseman goes to church at the town of Morality : for tlie

persons here represented, in great measure support their confidence and

reputation for religion by attending on those preachers, who substitute a

proud scanty morality in the place of the gospel. This both flatters

their self-preference, and coincides with their carnal pursuits: and they

verily think they have fouad out the secret of reconciling the friendship

of the world with the favour of God ; and set up for teachers ofthe same

eonvenimt system.
* Gal. V. 4.
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Wiseman. The Lord says, '* Strive to enter in at the strait

gate," (the Gate to which I sent thee ;)
"• f'^r strait is the gate

that leadeth unto hfe, and i^w there be that find it."* From
this little Wicket-gate, and from the way thereto hath this

wicked man turned thee, to the bringing of thee almost to de-

struction ; hate therefore his turning thee out of the way, and
abhor thyself for hearkening to him.

Secondly, Thou must abhor his labouring to render the

cross odious unto thee ;
" for thou art to prefer it before the

treasures of Egypt :"t besides, the King of Glory hath told

thee, that " he that will save his life shall lose it ;" and, " he
that comes after him, and hates not his father, and mother, and
wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own
life also, he cannot be his disciple."J I sa}-^, therefore, for a

man to labour to persuade thee, that that shall be thy death,

without which the Truth has said, thou canst not have eternai

life ;—This doctrme thou must abhor.

Thirdly, Thou must hate his setting of thy feet in the way
that leadeth to the ministration of death. And for this thou

must consider to whom he sent thee, and also how unable that

person was to deliver thee from thy burden. He to whom
thou wast sent for ease, being by name Legahty, is the son of

the bond-woman, which now is, and is in bondage with her
children ;§ and is in a mystery this Mount Sinai, which thou

hast feared will fall on thy head. Now if she with her chil-

dren are in bondage, how canst thou expect by them to be
made free ? This Legality therefore is not able to set thee free

from thy burden. No man was as yet ever rid of his burden

by him ; no, nor ever is like to be : " Ye cannot be justified

by the works of the Law ; for by the deeds of the Law no man
living" can be rid of his burden ; therefore Mr. Worldly-Wise-

man is an alien ; and Mr. Legality is a cheat ; and for his son

Civility, notwithstanding his simpering looks, he is but a hypo-
crite, and cannot help thee. Believe me, there is nothing

else in all this noise that thou hast heard of this sottish man,
but a design to beguile thee of thy salvation, by turning thee

from the way in which I had set thee.—After this. Evangelist

called aloud to the heavens for confirmation of what he had

said ; and with that there came words and fire out of the Moun-

^ Matt. vii. 13, 14.—Luke xiii. :M. t Heb. xi. 25, 26. % Matt, x
39.—Mark viii. 34, 35.—Luke xiv. 26, 27.—John xm.2.5. J

Gal.

r. 21—37. 4



38 Christian alarmed and ashamed, hastens back.

tain, under which poor Christian stood, that made the hair of

his flesh stand. The words were thus pronounced : "As
many as are of the works of the law, are under the curse ; for

it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in

all things which are written in the book of the law to do
them."*rw) .

,

Now Christian lookeS for nothing but death, and began to

cry out lamentably ,^ even cursing the time in which he met
with Mr. Worldly-Wiseman ; still calling himself a thousand

fools for hearkening to his counsel : he also w;is greatly asham-
ed to think that this gentleman's arguments, flowing only

from the flesh, should have that prevalency with him, to for-

sake the right way. This done, he apphed himself again to

Evangelist., in words and sense as follows :

Chr. Sir, what think you ? is there hopes ? may I now go
back and go up to the Wicket-gate ? shall I not be abandoned
for this, and sent back from thence ashamed? 1 am sorry I

have hearkened to this man's counsel ; but may my sin be for-

given ?

Then said Evangelist to him. Thy sin is ve^y great, for by
it thou hast comriiitted two evils ; thou hast forsaken the way
that is good, to tread in forbidden paths : yet will the man of

the Gate receive thee, for he has good n-ill for men ; only,

said he, take heed that thou turn not aside again,' " lest thou

perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little."

Then did Christian address himself to go back, and Evange-
list, after he had kissed him, gave him one smile, and bid him
God speed : so he went on with haste, neither spake hie to

any man by the way ; nor if any man asked him, would he

* Gal. iii. 10.

(u) When Chiist had finished his work on earth, the covenant made
with Israel as a aaiion at Mount Sinai was abrogated : and the Jews, by
cleaving to the Mosaic law, \^-ere left in bondage and under condemnation.

In like tnauuer, all -iroiessed Christians, who depend on notions, sacra-

ments, rehgio IS duties, aud morality, and neglecc Christ and the new
ooveuaut iQ his blood, are euiaugled ill a fatal error. They seek the

blessing ''not by faith, biU as it were by the works of the law ;" " for they

stumble at tliat stumbling,* lone."—The Scriptures adduced by Evangelist

are so pertinent and conclusive against this species of religion, which has

at present almost s-iperseded the gospel, that they can never be fairly an-

swered ; nay, the more any man considers them, as the testimony of God
himself, thfe greater must be his alarm, (even as if he heard the voice from
Mount Sinai out of the midst of the fire ;) unless he be conscious of

having renounced every other confidence, to "fiee for refuge to lay hold

ion the hope set before us," in the gospel.
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vouchsafe them an answer. He went like one that was all the

while treading on forbidden ground, and could by no means
think himself safe, till agrdn he was got into the way which he

left to follow Mr. Worldly-wiseman's counsel : (w) so in pro-

cess of time, Christian got up to the Gate. Now over the

Gate there was written, " Knock, and it shall be opened unto

you."*(a;) He knocked therefore more than once or twice
;

saying,

* May I now enter here ? will he within

Open to sorry aie, though I have been
An undeserving Rebel ? then shall I

Not fail to sing his lasting praise on high.'

At last there came a grave person to the Gate, named Good-
will, who asked, Who was there ? and whence he came ? and

what he would have ?

* Matt. vii. 7, 8.

(w) In aiming to encourage those who are ready to despond, we must
by no means persuade them that their sins are few or small, or that they

judge themselves too rigorously: on the contrar3/, we should endeavour
to convince them their guilt is far greater than they suppose

;
yet not too

great to be pardoned by the infinite mercy of God in Christ Jesus: for

this tends to take them off moi-a speedily from every vam attempt to jus-

tify themselves, and readers them more unreserved and caruest in apply-

ing to Christ for salvation. In the midst of the most affectjonale encou-

ragments, the faithful minister will also solemnly was-a young converts not

to turn aside ; nor can the humble when consciously guilty ever find con-

fidence or comfort, till they have regained the way they had forsaken.

(x) This Crate represents Christ himself, as received by the penitent

sinner for all the purposes of salvation, according to the measure of his

acquaintance «'ith the Scriptures ; by which he actually enters into a
state of acceptance with God. Yet to prevent mistakes, the language of

our Lord on this subject should be carefully considered. " Enter ye iu

at the strait gate ; for wide is the gate, and broad is the way ihat leadeth

to destruction ; and many there be who go m thereat."* ' We are all

born in sin, and the children of wrath ;' we " turn every one to his own
way" of sin and folly : and alas, most men persist in one evd course or

other, to the end of their days, being kept in countenance by the exam-
ple of a vast majority, in which the rich, the noble, and the wise of this

world are generally included. " Because strait is thr gate and narrow the

way which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it." But by this

strait Gate every true penitent enters mto the narrow way to life,

though with difficulty and conflict. Tliis entrance on a life of evangeli-

cal piety is, in the language of the allegory, called a Wicket, or a lUtU
gaSe: for the convert cannot carry along with him any of his sinfvl prac-

lices, ungodly companions, worldly idols, or false confidences, when bf

={= MaU. vii. 13, 14.



40 Good-Will admits Cliristian at the Gate,

Chr. Here is a poor burdened sinner ; I come from the

City of Destruction, but am going to Mount Zion, that I may
be delivered from the wrath to come ; ,1 would therefore, Sir,

since I am informed bj' this Gate is the way thither, know if

you are willing to let me in.

I am willing with all my heart, said he ;—and with that he
opened the Gate.(y)

So when Christian was stepping in, the other gave him a

pull. Then said Christian, What means that? The other

told him, ' A little distance from this Gate, there is erected a

strong Castle, of which Beelzebub is the Captain ; from thence

both he and they that are with him, shoot arrows at them that

come up to this Gate ; if haply they may die bef(th:e they en-

enters in : nor can he effectimlly contend with those enemies that obstruct

his passage, unless he arfslles continually with Goii in prayer for his gra-
cious assistance. And therefore our Lord has also said, " Strive to enter

in at the strait g:ate ; for many, I say unto you, shall seek to enter in, and
shall not t)e able.'''' Yet we must not forget that the sinner returns to

God by faith in Chnst ; that genuine repentance comes from him and
leads to hi)ri ; and tijai the true believer not only trusts in the Lord for

salvation, but also seeks his liberty and happiness in his service. These
things taken together are so contrary to the pride and lusts of the human
lieart, to the course of the world, and to the temptations of the devil, that

jt'nwAg is far more necessary in thi«, than it can be conceived to be in

any other kind of conversion. Various exercises of the min4 commonly
precede tliis unreserved acceptance of Christ ; but they are not in general

easy to be kno-;rn from those temporary convictions, impressions, and
starts of devotion, ^hich vanish and come to nothing. Yet even this

saving change is judiciously distinguished by our author, from that view
of the Cross, by which Christian was delivered from his burden, for rea-

sons which will speedily be stated.

The following lines are here inserted under an engraving.
* He that would enter in, must first without
Stand knocking at the gate ; nor need he doubt
That is a knocker ; but to enter m

;

For God can love him, and forgive his sin.'

(j/) Good-will seems to be an allegorical person, the emblem of the

compassionate love of God to sinners through Jesus Christ.* He ''came
from Heaven to do the will of him that sent him," and "he will in

no wise cast out any that come to him," either on account of former sins,

or present mistakes, infinniues, evil habits, or peculiar temptations.

—

** For he waits to be gracious," till sinners seek him by earnest persevering

prayer. Numbers give themselves no concern about their souls : others,

after convictions, turn back with Pliable, or cleave to the counsels of
worldly wisdom ! but all who come to Christ with a real desire of his

salvation, are cordially welcomed ; and while angels rejoice over then^

the Redeemer " sees the travail of his soul, and is satisfied."

t Luke xiii. 24. *Luke ii. 14.



j9na aiscourses wttii mm, 41

Cer m.'(2') .Then said Christian, I rejoice and tremble. So
when he was got in, the man of the Gate asked him. Who di-

rected him thither ?

Chr. Evangehst bid me come hither and knock, as I did

;

and he said that you. Sir, would tell me what 1 must do.

Good. "An open door is set before thee, and no man can
shut it."

Chr. Now I begin to reap the benefits of my hazards.

Good. But how is it that you came alone ?

Chr. Because none of my neighbours saw their danger as I

saw mine.

Good. Did any of them know of your coming ?

Chr. Yes, my wife and children saw me at the lirst, and call-

ed after me to turn again. Also some of my neighbours stood

crying, and calling after me to return ; but I put my tinge rs in

my ears, and so came on my way.
Good. But did none of them follow you to persuade you to

go back ?

Chr. Yes, both Obstinate and Pliable : but when they saw
Uiat they could not prevail. Obstinate went railing back ; but
Pliable came with me a little way.

Good. But why did he not come through ?

Chr. We indeed came both together, until we came to the

Slough of Despond, into the which we also suddenly fell. And
tlien was my neighbour Pliable discounged, nnd woold not ad-

venture further. Wherefore, gettmc; out ngain, on that side

next to his own house, he told me I should po*-sesi« the brave
country alone for him. So he went his way, anfl I cume mine ;

he after Obstinate, and I to thig Gate.

Then said Good-will. Alas, poor man ! is the Celestial Glor}'

of so small esteem with him, that he rounteth it not worth
running the hazard^of a few difficulties to obtain it?

(s) As sinners become more deckled in counting all bnt loss for Christ,

and assiduous in the means of grace, Satan, if permitted, will be more
vehement in his endeavours to discuurage them ; tliat, if possible, he may
induce them to desist, and so come short of the priae It is probable that

the powers of darkness cannot exactly distinguish between those impres-
sdons which are the effects of regeneration, and s'ich as result from natural

passions. It is, however, certain that they attempt to disturb ail those

who earnestly cry for mercy, by various suggestions to which they were
wholly strangers while satisfied with a form of godliness; and that the

Christian's grand conflict to the -end of his course, rouaists lu surmounting
the hinderancea and opposition he meets with, in keeping near to the
throne of grace, by fervent, importuuatej and persevering prayer.

F 4*



4S Christian instructed in the way.

Truly, said Christian, I have said the truth of Pliable ; and

if I should also sa}' the truth of myself, it will appear there

is no bettem.ent (a) 'tv.ixt him and myself. 'Tis true he
went back to his own house, but I also turned aside to go in

the way of death, being persuaded thereto by the carnal argu-

ments of one Mr. Worldly-wiseman.

Gcod. Oh! did he hght upon you! what, he would have
had you sought for ease at the hands of 'Ir. Legality ; they

are both of them a very cheat : but did you take his counsel ?

Chr. Yes, as far as I durst : I went to find out Legality,

unni I thought that the Mountain that stands by his house

would have fallen upon my head : wherefore there 1 was
forced to stop.

Good. That Mountain has been the death of many, and will

be the death of many more : 'tis well you escaped being by it

dashed in piec'-i.

Chr. Why, truly I do not know what had become of me
there, had not Evangelist happily met me again as 1 was mus-
ing in the midst of my dumps : but 'twas God's mercy that he
came to me again, for else I had never come hither. But now
1 am come, such a one as I am, more fit indeed for Death by
that Mountain, than thus to stand talking with my Lord. But
O ! what a fa'^our is this to me, that yet I am admitted entrance

here.

Good. We make no objections against any ; notwithstanding

all that they have done before they come hither, "they a. ao
wise arje cast out ;"* and therefore, good Christian, come a

little way with me, and I will teach thee about the way thou

must go. Look before thee ; dost thou see this narrow way ?

That is the way thou must go. It was cast up by the Patriarchs,

Prophets, Christ, and his Apostles, and it is as straight as a

Ku/e can make it. This is the way thou must go.

But, said Christian, Is there no turnings or windings, by
which a stranger may lose the way ?

Good. Yes, there are many ways butt down \i\ion this ; and

* John vi. 37.

(a) Our author here puts a very emphatical word into Christian's

mouth, (* there is no bett*^rmtiit 'twixt him and myself,') which later

editors have changed lor difference. This is by no means an improve-
ment, uiough the word may be more classical : for grace had made an

immense difference between Christian and Pliable; but the former
thought his conduct equally criminal, and therefore, in respect of de-

=enriDgs, there was no betterment betwixt them.
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they are crooked, and wide : but thus thou mayest distinguish

the right from the wrong, that only being straight and nar-

row. (6)
Then I saw in my dream, That Christian asked him further,

if he could not help him off with his burden, that was upon

his back ; for as yet he had not got rid thereof, nor could he

by any means get it off without help. He told him, ' As to

thy burden, be content to bear it, until thou comest to the

place of deliverance ; for there it will fall from thy back it-

self.'(c)

Then Christian began to gird up his loins, and to address

(b) Christian, when admitted at the strait gate, is directed in ihenarroxv

way. In the broad road every man may choose a path suited to his in-

clinations, shift about to avoid dirficulties, or accommudate himself to

circumstances ; and he may be sure of company agreeable to his taste.

—

But Christians must follow one another m the narroic way on the iamo
track, facing enemies, and bearing hardships, without attempting to evade

them; nor is any indulgence given to different states, habits, or propensi-

ties. It is, therefore, a strait^ed, or, as some render the word, an a^Acttd

way ; being indeed an habitual course of repentance, self-denial, patience,

and mortification to sm and the world, according to the rule of the Holy
Scriptures. Christ himself is the ivay^ by v. hich we come to the Father,

and walk with him ; but true faith works Dy love, and '" sets us in the way
of his steps."* This path is also strait as opposed to the crooked ways of

wicked men ;t for it consists m an uniform regard to piety, integrity,

sincerity, and kindne.«s ; at a distance from all the hypocrisies, frauds, and
artifices, by wtuch ungodly men wind about, to avoid detection, and keep
up their credit, to deceive others or impose on themselves. The question

proposed by Christian implies, that believers are more afraid of missing

the way than of encountering hardships : and Good-will's answer, that

many ways butted down on it, or opened into it in various directions,

shows that the careless and self-willed are extremely liable to be deceiv-

ed. But all these ways are crooktd and wide : they turn aside from the

direct line of living faith and holy obedience, and are more soothing,

indulgent, and : (leasing to corrupt nature, than the path of life ; which
lies straight forward, and is every where contrary to the bias of the car-

nal mind.
(c) A general reliance on the merc> of God, by faith in Christ, accom-

panied with a consciousness of sincerity in seeking his salvation, gives

some encouragement to the convinced sinners hope ; and tranoient, lively

joys are often vouchsafed to unestablished believers : but more dii-tinct

views of the gospel are necessary to abiding peace. The young convert's

consolations resemble the breaking forth of the sun in a cloudy and tem-
pestuous day ; those of the experienced Christian has more constant light

in settled weather, which is not long together interrupted, though it be
sometimes dimmed by intervening clouds. Believers should not, therefore,

reat in transient glimpses, but press forward to abiding peace and joy :—

* Psalm IxxxT. 13. t Psalm cxxv. 5.
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himself to his journey. So the other told him, that, by that

he was gone some distance from the Gate, he would come to

the house of the Interpreter, at whose door he should knock
;

and he would show him excellent things. Then Christian

took his leave of his friend, and he again bid him God speed.

Then he went on, till he came to the house of the Interpre-

ter, where he knocked over and over : at last one came to

the door, and asked, Who was there ? {d)

Chr. Sir, here is a traveller ; who was bid by an acquaint-

ance of the good man of this house, to call here for my pro-

lit : I would therefore speak with the master of the house.

So he called for the master of the house ; who after <f little

lime came to Christian, and asked him what he would have ?

Sir, said Christian, 1 am a m;m th^t am come from the City

of Destruction, and am going to the Mount Zion ; and I was
told by the mnn that stands at the Gate, at the head of this way,

that if I calleci here, you would show me excellent things,

such as would be a help to me in my journey.

Then said the Interpreter, Comei*; 1 will show thee that

which will be profitable to thee. So' he commanded his man
to light the candle, and bid Christian tbllow him ; so he had

him into a private room, and bid his man open a door, the

which when he had done. Christian saw the picture of a very

grave person hanging up against the wall, and this was the fa-

shion of it. ' It h id eves lifted up to heaven, the best of Books
in his hand, the Law of truth was written upon its lips, the

and, as Christ does uot in jjeneral bestow tliis blessing on the unestabliih-

t J, the endeavours of mmisters to do so must prove vain.

(rf) V\'e continually meet vith fresh proof? of o)ir author's exact ac-

quaintance Avith the Scripture, hi? sound judgment, deep experience, and
extensive observation. With ^reat propriety he places the house of the

hiterpreter beyond the Slrait Gate ; for the knowledge of divine things,

which precedes conversion to God by fa'th in Christ, is very scanty, com-
pared with the tiiligent Christian's subsequent attainments. A few leadU

ing truths deeply im.pressed on the heart, and producing efficacious fears

and hones, with warm desires and afi'ections, characterize the state of a

new born babe : but reliance on the mercy of God through Jesus Christ

prepares him for further instruction ; and '•' having tasted that the Lord is

gracious, he desires the sincere milk of the word, that he may grow there-

by.'" The Interpreter emblematically represents the teaching of the

Holy Spirit according to the Scripture, for while believers read. hear, and
meditate, anii endeavour to profit by their daily experience and observa-

tion ; they also depend on this promised teaching, and by constant prayer
look to the Fountain oi Wisdom, to deliver them from prejudice, preserve

Ibem from errorj and enable them to profit by the ministry of the word.
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world was behind his back, it stood as if it pleaded with men,

and a crown of gold did hangover its head.*

Then said Christian, What means this ?

Inter. The man whose picture this is, is one of a thousand ;

he can beget children.* travail in birth with children,! and

nurse them himself when they are born. And whereas thou

seest| him with his ' eyes lift up to heaven, the best of Books

in his hand, and the Law of truth writ on his lips,' it is to show

thee, that his work is to know, and unfold dark things to sinners,

even as also thou seest him ' stand as if he pleaded with men :'

And whereas thou seest the world as cast behind him, and that

a crown hangs over his head ; that is to show thee, that slight-

ing and despitmg the things that are present, for the love he

hath to his Master's service, he is sure, in the world that comes

next, to have glory for his reward. Now, siid the Interpreter,

I have showed thee this picture first, because the mrm whose
picture this is, is the only man whom the Lord of the place,

whither thou art going, hath authorized to be thy guide in all

difficult places thou mayest meet with in the way : wherefore

take good heed to what I have showed thee, and bear well in

thy mind what thou hast seen ; lest, in thy journey, thou meet
with some that pretend to lead thee right, but their way goes

down to death, (e)

* 1 Cor. iv. 15. t Gal. iv. 19. if Thess. ii. 7.

(e) The condescending love of the Holy Spirit, in readHy granting the

desires of those who apply for his teaching-, notwithstanding their sins,

prejudices, and slowness of heart to understand, can never sulEciently be
admired !* He employs men as his iastruraenti, who, by explaining the

Scriptures, may be said to ' light the candle :' while he efficaciously opens
the mind to instruction. '' The secret uf the Lord is with them tliat fear

him :"t the Interpreter leails them into retirement that he may imparl
that heavenly wis<lom, which is hidden from the most sagacious of worldly
men.—The first lesson here inculcated relates to the character of the true

minister : for nothing can be more important to every one who inquires

the way to heaven, than the capacity of distinguishing faithful pastors

from hirelings and false teachers, who are Satan's principal agents in de-
ceiving mankind, and in preventing the stability, consistency, and fruit-

fulness of believers. This portrait and its key need no explanation ; but
all who sustain, or meau to assume, the sacred office, should seriously

examine it, clause by clause, with the Scriptures from which it is deduc-
ed ; inquiring impartially how far they resemble it, and praying earnest-

ly for more exact conformity : emd every one should be extremely care-

ful not to intrust his soul to the guidance of those who are wholly un-
like this emblematical representation. For surely a dissipated, ambitious,

profane, or contentious man, in the garb of a minister, cannot safely be

* Psalm cxliii. 10. T Psalm xxv. 14.



46 The dusty Parlour cleounsed.

Then he took him by the hand, ami led him into a very large

parlour that was full of dust, because never swept ; the which,

after he h id reviewed a little while, the Interpreter called for

a man to sweep. Now when he began to sweep, the dust be-

gan so abundantly to fly about, that Christian had almost there-

with been choked. Then said the Interpreter to a damsej that

stood by, ' Bring hither the water, and sprinkle the room f
which when she had done, it was swept and cleansed with

pleasure.

Then said Christian, What means this ?

The Interpreter answered ; This Parlour is the heart of a

man, that was never sanctified by the sweet grace of the gos-

pel : The dust is his original sin, and inward corruptions that

have defiled the whole man. He that began to swpep at first is

the law ; but she that brought water, and did sprinkle it, is the

gospel. Now whereas thou sawestthat so soon as the first be-

gan to sweep, the dust did so fly about that the room by him
could not be cleansed, but that thou wast almost choked there-

with : This is to show thee, that the law instead of cleansing

the heart Thy its working) from sin,* doth revive, put strength

into,| and mcrease it in the soul, as it doth discover and forbid

it, but doth not give power to subdue.| Again, as thou sawest

the Damsel sprinkle the room with water, upon which it was
cleansed with pleasure ; this is to show thee, that when the

gospel comes in the sweet and precious influences thereof to

the heart, then, I say, even as thou sawest the Damsel lay

the dust, by sprinkling the floor with water, so is sin vanquish-

ed and subdued, and the soul made clem, through the faith of

it : and consequently fit for the King of glory to inhabit.§ (/)

* Rom vii. 6. t 1 Cor. xv. 56. :|: Rom. r. 20.

5 John XV. 3. Acts xv. 9. Rom. xvi, 25, 26. Eph. v. 26.

trusted as a gruide to heaven I He who never studies, or who studies any-

thing in preference to the Bible, cannot be qualified to * unfold dark
things to sinners 1' and he, who is abundantly more careful about his in-

come, ease, or consequence, than about the souls oi his flock, cannot be
followed vvithout the most evident danger and the most inexcusable folly

!

For who would employ an ignorant, indolent, or fraudulent lawyer or

physician, merely because he happened to live in the same parish ?

(/) Every attempt to produce conformity of heart and life to the divine

law, by regarding its spiritual precepts, apart from the doctrines and
promises of Scripture, discovers the evils which before lay dormant

;

according to the significant emblem here adduced. Mere moral preach-

ing indeed has no such effect : because it substitutes another rule of obtdi*^



Passion and Patience. 47

I saw moreover m my dream, that the Interpreter took him
by the hand and had him into a Uttle room, where sat two little

children, each one in his chair. The name of the eldest was
Passion, and of the other Patience. Passion seemed to be
much discontent, but Patience was very quiet. Then Christian

asked. What is the reason of the discontent of Passion ?
' The

Interpreter answered. The Governor of them would have him
stay for his best thmgs till the beginning of the next year ; but

he will have them all now : but Patience is willing to wait.

Then I saw that one came to Passion and brought him a bag
of treasure, and poured it down at his feet ; the which he
took up and rejoiced therein, and withal laughed Patience to

scorn. But I beheld but a while, and he had lavished all awa}',

and had nothing left him but rags.

Then said Christian to the Interpreter, Expound this matter
more fully to me.

So he said. These two lads are figures : Passion of the men
of this world, and Patience of the men of that which is to come :

for as here thou seest. Passion will have all now, this year,

that is to say in this world ; so are the men of this world, they

must have all their good things now, they cannot stay till next

year, that is, until the next world, for their portion of good.

—

eace, which is so vague that self-flattery will enable almost any man, not

scandalously vicious, to deem himself justified according to it ; so that he
is pleased with the rule by wich he is approved, and loves that idea of
God which accords with his own character. But when the law of God
is brought with energy to the conscience, its strictness, spirituality and
severity awaken the latent enmity of the heart ; the absolute self-denial

it demands even in the most plausible claims of self-love, and its express

proliibition of the darling sin, with the experienced impracticability of

adequate obedience, and the awful sentence it denounces against every
transgressor, concur in exciting opposition to it, and even to Him who
gave it and is determined to magnify and estaolish it in honour. The
consciousness also of covering things prohibited, and the conviction that

this concupiscence is sinful, induce a man to conclude that he is viler

than ever ; and indeed clearer knowledge must aggrivate the guilt ofevery
sin. A little discouragement of this Kind induces numbers to cease from
all endeavours, at least for a season ; supposing that at present it is im-
possible for them to serve God : but others, being more deeply humbled,
and taken off from self-confidence, are thus prepared to understand and
welcome the free salvation of the gospel. Then the law appears to them
disarmed of its curse, as the rule and standard of holiness ; encouraged by
the truths and promises of the gospel-, and animated to exertion by its

motives, tliey delight in ^' cleansing themselves from all filthiness of flesh

and spidt, and perfecting holiness in the fear of God." that they may be
* an habitation of God through the Spirit."



48 The Men of the next World the Wisest.

That proverb, * A bird in the hand is vorth two in the bush,'

is of more authority with them, than are all the divine testimo-

nies of the good of the world to come. But as thou sawestthat

he had quickly lavished all away, and had presently left him
nothing but rags ; so will it be with all such men at the end of

this world, (g)
Then said Christian, Now I see that Patience has the best

wisdom, and that upon many accounts : because he stays for

the best things :—and also because he will have the glory of

his when the other has nothing but rags.

Inter. Nay, you may add another : to wit, the glory of the

next world will never wear out, but these are suddenly gone.

Therefore Passion had not so much reason to laugh at Patience,

because he had his good things first, as Patience will have to

laugh at Passion, because he had his best things last ; ioTfirst

must give place to last ; because last must have his time to

come ; but last gives place to nothings for there is not another

to succeed : he therefore that hath his portionj^rsi, must needs

have a time to spend it ; but he that hath a portion last, must
have it lastingly. Therefore it is said of Dives, " In thy life

time thou receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil

things : but now he is comforted, and thou art tormented."*

(g") la this instructive emblem, Passion represents the prevalence of the

carnal affections over reason and religion. Whatever be the object, this

dominion of the passions produces fretfulness and childish perverseness,

when the imagined temporal good is withheld. This impatience of de-
lay or disappointment is however succeeded by pride, insolence, and in-

ordinate though transient joy, when the man is indulged with the posses-

sion of his idol
; yet he soon grows dissatisfied with success, and often

speedily lavishes away his coveted advantages. On the other hand, Pa-
tience is the emblem of those who quietly and meekly wait for future

happiness, renouncing present things for the sake of it. True riches, ho-
nours, and pleasiires are intended for them, but not here : and, as young
chiidi-eu well governed, they simply wait for them till the appointed sea-

son, in the v.ay of patient obedience. Reason determines, that a greater

and more permanent good hereafter is preferable to a less and fleeting

enjoyment at present: faith realiv es, as attainable, a felicity infinitely

more valuable than all which this world caa possibly propose : so that in

this respect the life of faith is the resign of reasoa over passion, while un-

belief makes way for the triumph of passion over reason. Nor can any
thing be more essential to practical rehgion than an abiding conviction,

that it is the only true wisdom, unilormiy and cheerfully to part witli

every temporal good, whenever it interferes with the grand concerns of

eternity.

* Lakexvi. 19—31.



The Fire keptfrom being quenched* 49

Chr. Then I perceive 'tis not best to covet things that are

now, but to wait for things to come.

Inter. You say truth, *' For the things that are seen are tem-

poral ; but the things that are not seen are eternal :"t But

though this be so, yet smce things present, and our fleshly appe -

lite, are such near neighbours one to another ; and again be-

cause things to come, and carnal sense, are such strangers one

to another : therefore it is that the first of these so suddenly

fall into amity
f
and that distance is so continued between the

second.

Then I saw in my dream, that the Interpreter took Chris-

tian by the hand, and led him into a place where was a fire

burning against a wall, and one standing by it, always casting

much water upon it to quench it
;
yet did the fire burn higher

and hotter.

Then said Christian, What means this ?

The Interpreter answered. This fire is the work of grace

that is wrought in the heart ; he that casts water upon it, to

extinguish and put it out, is the Devil : but in that thou seest

the fire, notwithstanding, burn higher and hotter, thou shall

also see the reason of that. So he had him about to the back
side of the wail, where he saw a man with a vessel of oil in his

hand, of the which he did also continually cast, but secretly,

into the fire.

Then said Christian, What means this ? ,
The Interpreter answered, This is Christ, who continually

with the oil of his grace maintains the work already begun in

the heart ; by the means of which, notwithstanding what the

Devil can do, the souls of his people prove gracious still.*

And in that thou sawest, that the man stood behind the wall to

maintain the fire ; this is to teach thee, th it it is hard for the

tempted to see how this work of grace is maintained in the

soul, ^h)

tSCor. iv. 18. *2Cor. xii.

(h) The doctrine of the believer's final perseverance is here stated in so
guarded a manner a* to [.>reclude every abuse of it. The emblem invpiieg,

that the soul is inJoed born of God, and endued with holy affections . but
this heavenly flame is not represented as almost extinguished or cuvored
with ashes for many years, and then revived a little at the closing scene :

for 'it bums higher and hotter,' notwithstanding the opposition of depra-
ved nature, ^nd the unremitted efforts of Satan to quench it : the Lord
secretly feeding it with his grace. Unbelievers can persevere in nothing
but impiety and hypocrisy : and when a professor remarkably loses the
vigour ofhis affections, the reality of his conversion becomes doubtful, and

O 5



50 The Man xahojlgkis into the Palace.

I saw also that the Interpreter took him again by the hand,
and led him into a pleasant place, where was builded a stately

palace, beautiful to behold ; at the sight of which Christian

was greatly delighted : he saw also upon the top thereof, cer-

tain persons walking who were clothed all in gold.

Then said Christian, May we go in thither ?

Then the Interpreter took him, and led him up toward the

door of the palace ; and behold at the door stood a great com-
pany of men, as desirous to go in, but durst not. There also

sat a man, at a little distance from the door, at a table-side,

with a book and his ink-horn before him, to take the name of

him that should enter therein : He saw also that in the door-

way, stood many men in armour to keep it, being resolved to

do to the man that would enter, what hurt and mischief they

could. Now was Christian somewhat in amaze ; at last, when
every man started back for fear of the armed men, Christian

Stiw a man of a very stout countenance, come up to the man
that sat there to v/rite, saying, Set down my name, Sir ; the

which when he had done, he saw the man draw his sword, and

put an helmet upon his head, and rush toward the door upon
the armed men, who laid upon him with deadly force ; but

the man, not at all discouraged, fell to cutting and hacking most
fiercely ; so after he had received and* given many wounds to

those that attempted to keep him out, he cut his way through

them all, and pressed forward into the palace ; at which there

was a pleasant voice heard from those that were within, even
of those that walked upon the top of the palace, saying,

' Come in, come in,

Eternal glory thou shalt win.'

* Acts xiv. 22.

he can take no warranted encouragement from this doctnne. When,
however, any one ^ows more spiritual, zealous, humble, and exemplary,

in the midst of harassing temptations ; while he pves tbe whole glory to

the Lord, he may take comtbrt from the assurance, that " he shall be kept

by his power, throu;2:h iaith, unto salvation." But the way m which the

tempted are preserved, often so far exceeds their expectations, that they
are a wonder to themselves : every tiling seems to concur in giving Satan

advantage against them, and his efforts appear very successful
; yet they

continue from year to year, *' cleaving with purpose of heart unto the

Lord," trusting in his mercy, and desirous of living to his glory. The in-

struction especially inculcated by this emblem is, an entire reliance in the

use of the appointed means, on the secret, but powerfnl influence of divine

grace, to maintain and carry on the sanctifying work that has been begUB
in the soul.
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The Man in the Iron Cage. 61

So he went in, and was clothed with such garments as they.

Then Christian smiled, and said, I think verily I know the

meaning of this, (t)

Now said Christian, let me go hence : Nay, stay, said the

Interpreter, till I have shown thee a little more, and after that

thou shalt go on thy way. (k) So he took him by the hand
again, and led him into a very dark room, where there sat a

man in an iron cage.

Now the man to look on seemed very sad : he sat with his

eyes looking down to the ground, his hands folded together,

And he sighed as if he would break his heart.

Then said Christian, What means this ?

At which the Interpreter bid him talk with the man.
Then said Christian to the man. What art thou ?

The man answered, I am what I was not once.

Chr, What wast thou once ?

The man said, I was once a fiir and flourishing professor,

both in mine own eyes, and also in the eyes of others : I was
©nee, as I thought, fair for the Celestial city, and had then

even joy at the thoughts that I should get thither.*

Chr. Well, but what art thou now ?

Man, I am noza a Man of despair, and am shut up in it as in

ihis iron cage. I cannot get out. O norv I cannot

!

Chr. But how camest thou in this coniUtion ?

* Luke viii. 13.

(i) Many desire the joys and glories of Heaven, according to their car-

nal ideas of them ; but few are willing to " fight the good fight of faith :"

yet, without a fixed purpose to do this, resulting from divine grace, pro-

fession will at length end in apostacy:" " The man began to build, "v^t was
not able to finish." This is emphatically taught by the emblem before

us. We must be made willing unreservedly to venture or " sufler th('*

^oss of all thing?, that we may win Christ ;" or we shall never be able to

break through the combined opposition of the world, the flesh, and the

devW. If we habitually fear any mischief that our enemies can attempt
against us, more than coming short of salvation, we shall certainly perish,

notwithstanding our^iotions and convictions. We should, therefore, count
our cost, and pray for courage and constancy, that we may give m our
names as in earnest to win the prize : then, " putting on the whole ar-

mour of God," we must fight our way through with patience and resolu-

tion ; while many, " being harnessed and carrying bows," shamefully turn

back in the day of battle.

(A) The time spent in acquiring knowledge and sound judgment is far

from lost, though it may seem to retard a man's progress, or interfere

with his more active services : and the next emblem is admirably suited to

teaoh the convert watchfulness and caution.

# ^-^



52 The cause of his despair,
,

Man. I left off to watch and be sober : I laid the reins upon
the neck ofmy lusts ; I sinned against the light of the word,
and the goodness of God ; I have grieved the Spine, and he is

gone ; I tempted the Devil, and he is come to me ; I have
provoked God to anger, and he has left me ; 1 have so har-

dened my heart, that I cannot repent.

Then said Christian to the Interpreter, But is there no
hopes for such a man as this ?

Ask him, said the Interpreter.

Then said Christian, Is there no hope, but you must be
kept iu the iron ca^e of despair ?

Mau: No, none at all.

Chr. Why ? the son of the Blessed is very pitiful.

J\Ia7i. I have " Crucified him to myself afresh,"* I have
desp'sed his Persou,! I have tlespised his righteousness, 1

have counted his blood an unholy thmg, I have done despite

to the Spirit of grace
;J:

therefor/ I hive shut myself out of all

the promises ; and there now remains to me nothing but

threaienings, dreadful threatenino;s, faithful threatenings, of

certunjatlgment which shidl devour me as an adversary.

Chr. For what did you bring yourself into this condition ?

Man. For the lusts, pleasures, and profit? of this world
;

in the enjoyment of which 1 did then promise myself much
dehght : i3ut now every one of those thingi also bite me, and
gnaw me like a burning worm.

Chr. But canst thou not no.v repent and turn ?

Ma?i. God hath denied me repentance ; lus word gives me
no encouragement to believe

;
yea, himself hath shut me up

in this iron cage ; nor can all the men in the world let me
out. ^ Eternity ! Eternity! how shall I grapple with the

misery that I must meet with in Eternity !

Then said the Interpreter to Christian, Let this man's mis-

ery be remembered by thee, and be an everlasting caution to

thee.

Well, (said Christian) This is fearful ! God help me to

watch md be sober, and to pray that I may shun the causes

of tliis man's misery. Sir, is it not time for me to go on my
way now ? Q)

* Heb. vi. 4—6. t Luke xix. 14. :j: Heb. x. 28, 29.

(Z) Christian's discourse -mth the man in the iron cage sufficiently ex"

plaiiia the autiior's meaning- : but it has often been observed, that the

man's opinion of his own case does not prove that it was indeed despe-

A/



The Man who dreamed of the Last Day, 6S

Infer. Tarry till I shall show thee one thing more, and then

thou shalt go on thy way.

So he took Christian by the hand again and led him into a

chamber where there was one rising out of bed ; and as he

gut on his raiment, he shook and trembled.

Then said Christian, Why doth this man thus tremble ?

The Interpreter then bid him tell to Christian the reason

of his so doing. So he began and said, This night as I was in

my sleep, 1 dreamed, and behold the heavens grew exceeding

black ; also it thundered and lightened in most fearful wise,

that it put me into an agony. So 1 looked up in my dream, and

saw the clouds rack at an unusuitl rate ; upon which I heard a

great sound of a trumpet, and saw also a man sit upon a cloud,

attended with the thousands of heaven : they were all in flam-

ihg fire, also the heavens were on a burning flame. I heard
then a voice, saying, ' Arise ye dead and come to judgment ;'

and with that the rocks rent, the graves opened, and the dead
that were therein cam.3 forth :* some of them were exceeding

glad, and looked upward ; and some sought to hide themselves

under the mountains :t then 1 saw the man that sat upon the

cloud open the book and bid the world draw near. Yet there

was, by reason of a fierce flame that issued out and came from
before him, a convenient distance betwixt him and them, as

betwixt the judge and the prisoners at the bar.| I heard it

proclaimed to them that attended on the man that sat on the

cloud, ' Gather together the tares, the chaflf, and stubble, and

cast them into the burning lake :' and with that the bottomless.

rate. Doubtless such fears prevail in some cases of deep desponden-

cy, when there is every reason to conclude them groundless ; and we
should always propose the free ^raee of the "fospel to those that have sin-

ned in the most a2;5ravated manner, especially when they become sensi-

ble of their guilt and dang:er. Yet it .s an awful fact, that some are thus

•shut up under despair,' beyond relief: and "it is impossihie to renew
them to repentance.y So that no true penitent can be in this case : and
we are commanded " in meekness to instruct those that oppose them-
selves, if pevadveuture God will give them repentance." But we should

leave the doom of apparent apostates to God ; and improve their exam-
ple, as a warning to ourselves and others, not to venture one step lu so

dangerous a path.—This our author has juliciously attempted in a most

striking manner, and God forbid that I should, in the least, counteract liis;

obvious intention.

* John V. 2«, 29. 1 Cor. xv. 51—58. 2 Thess. i. 7—10. Jude 14, 15.

Rev. XX. 11—15. t Psa. 1. 1—3, 22. Isa. Kxvi. 20, 21. Mic. vii. 15, 17

i Dan. vii. 9, 10. IMal. iii. 2, 3.

5^
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^54 Christian taught to hope andfear,

pit opened, just whereabout I stood ; out of the mouth of
which there came, in an abundant manner, smoke, and coals

of fire, with hideous noises. It was also said to the same
persons, ' Gather my wheat into the garner.'* And with that
I saw many catched up and carried away into the clouds,! but
I was left behind. I also sought to hide myself, but I could
not, for the man that sat upon the cloud, still kept his eyes
upon me : my sins also came into my mind, and my conscience
did accuse me on every side.| Upon this I awaked from
my. sleep.

Chr. But what was it that made you so afraid of this sight ?

Man. Why, I thought that the day of judgment was come,
and that I was not ready for it : but this frighted me most, that

the angels gathered up several and left me behind ; also the

pit of hell opened her mouth just where I stood. My con-

science too afflicted me ; and, as I thought, the Judge had al-

\rays his eye upon me, showing indignation in his countenance
Then said the Interpreter to Christian, Hast thou consider

L'd all these things ?

Chr. Yes, and they put me in hope and fear, (w)
Inter. Well, keep all things so in thy mind that they maybe

as a goad in thy sides, to prick thee forward in the way thou

must go.—Then Christian began to gird up his loins, and to

:jddress himself to his journey. Then said the Interpreter,

* Mai. iv. 1, 2. Matt. iii. 12. xiii. 30. Luke Hi. 17.

1 1 Thesa. iv. 13—18. | Rom. ii. 14, 15.

(m) Our safety consists in a due proportion of hope and fear : whe&
(ievoid of hope, we resemble a ship without an anchor ; when unrestrain-

ed by fear, we are like the same vessel under full sail ^^ithout ballast.*

Indiscriminate censures of all/ear as the result of unbelief, and ung-uarded

commendations of strong confidence, without respect to the spirit and
conduct of professors, not only lead to most fatal self-deception, but also

tend to make believers unstable, unwatchful, and even uncomfortable ;

for the humble can never attam that presumptuous confidence which is

thus represented as essential to faith ; and true comfort is the effoct of

watchfulness, deligfence, and circumspection.—Upon the whole, what
lessons could possibly have been selected of greater importance, or more
suited to establish the new convert, than these are which our author has

most ingeniously and agreeably inculcated, under the emblem of the In-

terpreter's curiosities. They are indeed the principal subjects which
faithful ministers enforce, publicly and in private, on all who begin t»

profess the gospel ; and which every true disciple of Christ daily seeks t»

have more clearly discovered to bis mind, and more deeply impressed

upou his heart.

* Pet.i. 13—IT.



His burden fhlls off at the Cross. 55

The Comforter be always with thee, good Christian, to guide

thee in the way that leads to the city. So Christian went on

his way saying

—

'Here I have seen things rare and profitable ;

Things pleasant, dreadful, thin,^s to make me stable

In what I nave begun to take in hand :

^
Then let me think on them, and understand

I Wher- "ore they show'd me were ; and let me be
Thau> f ul, O good Interpreter, to thee.'

Now I saw in my dream, that the highway, up which Chris*

tian was to go, was fenced on either side with a wail, and that

wall was called Salvation.* Up this way therefore did bur-

dened Christian run, but not without great difficulty, because

of the load on his back.

He ran thus till he came at a place sowewhat ascending^

and upon that place stood a Cross,.and a little below in the

bottom a Sepulchre. So I saw in my dream, that just as

Christian came up with the Cross, his burden loosed from off

his shoulders, and fell from off his back, and began to tumble,

and so continued to do, till it came to the mouth of the Sepul-

chre, where it fell in, and I saw it no more, (n) .

* Isa. xxvi. 1.

(n) Divine illumination in many respects tends to quicken the believ-

er's hopes and fears, and to increase his earnestness and diligence : but
nothing can finally relieve him from his burden, except the clear disco-

very of the nature and g'lory of redemption. With more general views of
the subject, and an implicit reliance on the mercy of God through Jesus

Christ, the humbled sinner enters the way &f life, which is walled by
salvation : yet he is oppressed with an habitual sense of guilt, and oftea

bowed down with fears, till " the Comforter, who glorifies Christ, re-

ceives of kis and shows it to him."''—When in this divine light the soul

contemplates the Redeemer's cross, and discerns more clearly his love to

lost sinners in dying for them ; the motive and efficacy of his intense suf-

ferings ; the glory of the divine perfections harmoniously displayed in this

surprising expedient for saving the lost ; the honour of the divine law and
government, and the evil and desert of sin most energetically proclaimed,

even in pardoning transgressor? and reconciling enemies ; and the perfect

freeness and sufficiency ol this salvation ;—then " his conscience is purged
from dead works to serve the living God," by a simple reliance on the

atoning blood of Emanuel. This deliverance from the burden of guilt is

in some respects^na/. as to i he well instructed and consistent believer

:

his former sin? are buried, no more to be his terror and distress. He will

indeed be deeply humbled under a sense of his guilt, and sometimes

may question his acceptance : but his distress, before he understood th

way of deliverance, was habitual^ except in a few transient seasons of r#
* John xvi. 14.
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Then was Christian glad and lightsome, and said with a mer>
ry heart, ' He hath given me rest by his sorrow, and life b}^

his death.' Then he stood still awhile to look and wonder
;

for it was very surprising to him, that the sight of the Cross

should thus ease him of his burden. He looked therefore, and
looked again, even till the springs that were in his head sent

the waters down his cheeks.* Now, as he stood looking and

weeping, behold three shining ones came to him, and sainted

him with " Peace be to thee ;" so the first said to him, " Thy
sins be forgiven ;"t the second stript him of his rags, and

clothed him with change of raiment :| the thirrl also set a mark
on his forehead, and gave him a Roll with a seal 'upon it,§

which he bid h-m look on as he ran, and that he should give it

in at the Celestitl Gate ; so they went their vvay.(o) Then
Christian gave three leaps for joy, and went on singing

—

* Zech. xii. 10. t Mark ii. 5. $ Zech. iii. 4. § Eph. i. 13.

?ief, and often g^reatly oppressed him when most diligent and watchful

;

whereas now he is only burdened when he has been betrayed into sin, or

when struggling with peculiar temptations ; and he constantly finds relief

by looking to the cross. Many indeed never attain to habitual peace:

but this arises from remaining ignorance, error, or negligence, which scrip-

tural instructions are the proper means of obviating.—It was not however
proper, that our author should draw the character of his hero from the

lowest order of Christians ; nay, it rather calls for our admiration, that,

in an allegory, (which is the peculiar effort of a vigorous imagination) he
was preserved, by uncommon strength of mind and depth ofjudgment,
from stating Christian's experience above the general attainments of con-

sistent believers under solid instructions.

(o) Christian's tears, amidst his gladness, intimate, that deliverance
from guilt, by faith in fce atoning sacrifice of Christ, tends to increase sor-

row for sin, and abhorrence of it ; though it minsjles, even those affections

with a sweet anil ioVA pleasure.—By the three ?hinmg ones,' the author
alludes to the miuistration of angels, as in some way subserving the com-
fort of the heirs o. salvation : but he could not mean to ascribe Christian's

confidence to any impressions, or suggestions of texts to him hy a voice, or

in a dream ; any more than he intended, by his view of the cross, to

sanction the account that persons of heated imaginations have given, of
the^r having seen one hang on a cross, covered with blood, who told

them their sms were pardoned ; while it has been evident, that they never
understood the spiritual glory, or the «anctifying tendency of the doctrine

of a crucified Saviour. Such things are the mere delusions of enthusiasm,

from which our author was remarkably free : but the nature of an alle-

gory led him to this method of describing the happy change that takes

place in the pilgrim's expeaence, when he obtains " peace and joy in

feelieving." The general tenor of the work sufiiciently shows, that he
considered spiritual apprehensions of the nature ofthe atonement, as the

only source cf genuine peace and comfort. As the * mark in the fore-
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* Thus far did I come loaden with my sin.

Nor could aught ease the grief that I was in,

Till I came hither.—What a place is thu I

Must here be the beginning of my bliss ?

Must here the burden fall from off my back ?

Must here the strings that b6und it to me crack?
Blest Cross 1 blest Sepulchre ! blest rather be
The Man that there was put to shame for me

!

I saw then in my dream, that he went on thus even until he
came at a bottom, where he saw, t little out of the way, three

men fast asleep, with fetters upon their heels. The name of

the one was Simple, another Sloth, -ind the third Presump-
tion.

Christian then, seeing them lie in this case, went to them, if

peradventure he mi^ht awake them ; and cried, You are like

hem that sleep on the top of a mRst,* for the dead sea is

mder you, a gulph that hath no bottom : awake, therefore,

*Prov. xxiii. 35.

head' evidently signifies the renewal of the soul to holiness, while the *roll

with a seal upon it" denotes such an assurance of acceptance, as appears

most clear and satisfactory, when che behever most attentively compares
liimselfwith the holy Scriptures; so he could not possi.oiy intend to as-

cribe these effects to any other ageat than the Holy SpIriC for he alone

as the Spirit of adoption enables a man to ezercise in a lively manner all

filial affections toward God"; and thus bears -.Titness with hi?: conscieoce^

that his sins Tire pardoned, that ne is j.tsufied by faith in tli*' righteous-

ness of Emanuel, a child of God, and an heir uf heaven. They who have
experienced this happy change, will realily understand the language ia

which it is described ; and the abiding eff^c^s of their joy 'u the Lord,

upon their temper and conduct, (^ike the imj ressiou of the seal after the

wax is cooled,) completely distinguish it from the confidence and com-
fort of hypocrites and enthusiasts. It must, however, continue to be " the

secret of the Lord, with them that tear him, hidden ma mi," and " a
white stone, having in it a new name written, wh.'. h no man knoweth
saving he that receiveth it."* For even the ideas excited in our minds
by axtemal objects through our senses, and ihe pleasure often connected

with them, can never be made intelliglhle to v:ho?e who never had those

senses. The man born blind cannot possibly have any idea of colours, or

any conception of the pleasure of beholding beautiful objects ; nor one
bom deaf, any idea of a trumpet's solemn sound, or the pleasure arisi&g

from a concert of music.

Here again we meet with an engraving, and the following lines :

—

< Who's this.? The Pilgrim. How! 'Tis very true

:

Old things are past away ; all's become new.
Strange I he's another man, upon my word

;

They be fine feathers that make a fine bird/
* Psa. XXV. 14. Rev. ii. 17

H •
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and come away ; be willing also, and I will help you off with

your irons. He also told them, If he that goeth about like a

roaring lion comes by, you will certainly become a prey to his

t*^eth.* With that they looked upon him, and began to reply in

this sort : Simple said, *' I see no danger :" Sloth said, " Yet
a little more sleep :" and Presumption said, " Every vatt

must stand upon its own bottom." And so they lay down to

sleep again, and Christian went on his way.(p)
Yet was he troubled to think, that men in that danger should

so little esteem the kindness of him that so freely offered to help

them, both by awakening of them, counselling of them, and

proffering to help them off with their irons. And as he was
troubled thereabout, he espied two men come tumbling over the

wall, on the left hand of the narrow way ; and they made up
apace to him. The name of the one was Formalist, and the

name of the other Hypocrisy. So, as I said, they drew up un
to him, who thus entered with them into discourse.

Chr. Gentlemen, whence came you, and whither do you
go?

Form, and Hyp. We were born in the land of Vain-glory,

and are going for praise to Mount Zion.

Chr. Why came you not in at the Gate which standeth at the

beginning of the way ? Know you not that it is written, that

* 1 Pet. V. 8.

(p) We were before iaformed that other ways 'butted down upon'
the straight way ; and the connexion of the allegory requued the intro-

duction of various characters, besides that of the true believer. Many
outwardly walk in the ways of religion, and seem to be pilgrims, who
are destitute of those '' things which accompany salvation."—The three

allegorical persons next introduced are nearly related ; they appear to

be pilgrims, but are a little out of the way, asleep, and fettered. Many
hear and learn to talk about the peculiar doctrines of Christianity, and
have transient convictions, v. ho yet cleave to the world, and rest more
securely in the bondage of sin and Satan, by means of their profession of

religion. They rejector pervert all instruction, hate all trouble, yet are

confident that every thing is and will be well with them ; while teachers

after their own hearts lull them with a syren's song, by confounding the

brm with the power of godliness : and if any one attempt, in the most

affectionate manner, to warn them of their danger, they answer, (accord-

ing to the tenor of the words here used,) ' Mind your own business ; we
see no danger

;
you shall not disturb our composure, or induce us to

make so much ado about religion. See to yourselves, and leave us to

ourselves.' Thus they sleep on till death and judgment awake them I
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*' He that cometh not in by the door, but climbeth up some
other way, the same is a thief and a robber."*

They said. That to go to the gate for entrance, was by ali

their countrymen counted too far about ; and that therefore

llieir usual way was to make a short cut ofit, and to climb over

the wall as they had done.

Chr. But will it not be counted a trespass against the Lord
of the City whither we are bound, thus to violate his revealed

will ?

They told him, That as for that, he needed not to trouble his

l)cad thereabout : for what they did they had custom for : and

rould produce, if need were, testimony that would witness it,

lor more than a thousand years.

But (said Christian) will your practice stand a trial at law ?

They told him. That custom, it being of so long a standing as

above a thousand years, would doubtless now be admitted as a

thing legal, by an impartial judge : and besides, said they, if we
get into the way, what's matter which way we get in ? If we
are in, we are in : thou art but in the way, who as we perceive

:ame in at the gate ; and we are also in the way, that came tum-
bling over the wall : wherein now is thy condition better than

ours ?

Chr. I walk by the rule ofmy Master, you walk by the rude
working ofyour fancies : you are counted thieves already by the

Lord of the way ; therefore I doubt you will not be found true

men at the end of the way. You come in by yourselves without
his direction ; and shall go out by yourselves without his

mercy.
To this they made him but little answer ; only they bid him

look to himself. Then I saw that they went on every man in

his way, without mui.h conference one with another ; save that

these two men told Christian, That, as to I:^ws and ordinances,

they doubted not but they should as conscienciously do them as

he. Therefore, said they, we see not wherein thou differest

from us, but by the coat that is on thy back, which was, as we
tro', given thee by some of thy neighbours, to hide the shame
of thy nakedness.

Chr. By laws an'd ordinances you will not be saved,! since
you came not in by the door. And as for this coat that is on
my back, it was given me by the Lord ofthe place whither I

* John X. 1. t Gal. ii. 16.
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go , and that, as you say, to cover my nakedness with. And I

take it as a token of his kindness to me ; for I had nothing but
vags before : and besides, thus I comfort myself as I go ; Sure-
ly, think f, when I come to the gate of the city, the Lord
thereof will know me for good, since I have his coat on my
back ! a coat thit he gave me freely in the day that he stript

me of my rags. I have moreover a mark in my forehead, of

which perhaps you have taken no notice, which one of my
Lord's most intimate associates fixed there, in the day that my
burden fell off my shoulders. I will tell you moreover, that

I had then given me a Roll sealed, to comfort me by reading

as I go on the way ; I was also bid to give it in at the Celestial

Gate, in token of my certain going m after it : all which things

I doubt you want, and want them because you came not in at

the Gate. (9)
To these things they gave him no answer ; only they look-

ed upon each other and laughed. Then I saw that they went
on all, save that Christian kept before, who had no more talk

but with himself, and that sometimes sighingly and sometimes

comfortably ; also he would be often reading in the Roll that

one of the shining ones gave him, by which he was refresh-

ed, (r)

(q) The true Christian will always be troubled at the vain confidence

of many professors : but he is more surprised by it at first than after-

wards ; for he sets out with the idea, that all apparently religious people

-incerely seek the salvation of their souls. But at length experience

draws his attention to those parts of the scripture which mention tares

among the wheat, and foolish virgins among the wise.—Formalist and

Hypocrasy soon come in his way. These are near relitions : the first

represents such as by notions and external observances decei/e them-
selves ; the second those who more grossly attempt to impose upon others.

They are both actuated by vain-glory, and seeK the applause of men by
their most zealous profession and most specious actions, while the credit

thus acquired subserves also their temporal interests : but repentance,

conversion, and the life of faith, would not only cost them too much la-

bour, but destroy the ^ery principle by which they are actuated. By a

much ' shorter cut,' they become a part of the visible church, are satisfi-'

ed with a form of godlirjess, and kept in couutenance by the example of

great numbers of professed Christians, in every age and ^;lace. Their

confidence, however, will nut bear the light of scripture ; they, therefore,

shrink from investigation, and treat with derision and reproaches all who
would convince them of their fatal mistake, or show them the real nature

of evangelical religion.

(r) True Christians even when most assured of their acceptance, and

competent to perceive the awful delusions of false professors, find cause

for ?ighs a^dst their comforts, while employed in serious retired self-re-
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Roads called Danger and Destructioji. 6

1

1 beneld then that they all went on till they came to the foot

of the hill Difficulty ; at the bottom of which was a spring.

There were also in the same place two other ways, besides that

which came straight from the gate ; one turned to the left

hand and the other to the right, at the bottom of the liill ; but

the narrow way lay right up the hill, and the name of the going

up the side of the hill is called Difficulty. Christian new went
to the spring, and drank thereof to refresh himself,* and then

began to go up the hill, saying

—

' The hill, though high, I covet to ascend,

The difficulty will not me offend

;

For I perceive the way to life lies here :

Come, pluck up heart, lefs neither faint nor fear

:

Better, though difficult, th' right way to go,

Than wrong, though easy, where the end is wo.*

The other two also came to the foot of the hill ; but when
they saw that the hill was steep and high, and that there were
two other ways to go ; and supposing also that these tvvo ways
might meet again, with that up which Christian went, on the

other side of the hill ; therefore, they were resolved to go in

those ways. Now the name of one of those ways was Dan-

ger, and the name of the other Destruction. So the one took

the way which is called Danger, which led him into a great

wood ; and the other took directly up the way to Destruction,

which led him mto a mde field full of dark mountains, where
he stumbled and fell, and rose no more. (5)

* Isa. xlix. 10.

flection. Nothing can exclude the uneasiness which arises from in-dwell-

ing sin, and from the crimes and miseries they witness v* round them.

(s) The hill Difficulty represents those seasons and situation' which re-

quire peculiar sci'-denial and exertion ; and are suited to prove the be-

liever's sincerity, after he has obtained " a good hope through grace."

—

The frown« of Hie workl, the sacrifice of temporal interests, outward
circumstances of sharp affliction and distress, together with f'le painful

task of overcoming inveterate evil habits or constitutional propensities,

(which duriu:, his firsl anxious earnestness seemed perhaps to be destroy-

ed, thoagh in fact they were only suspended,) prove a se^'pre lest of his

integr.ty : but there can be no hope, except in pressing forward ; and
the encouragements of the gospel prepare the soul for every conflict and
effort.—But there are also hy-ways ; and the difficulty may often be
avoided without a man's renouncing his profession : he may decline the

self-denying duty, or refuse the demanded sacrifice, and find some plausi-

ble excuse to his own conscience, or among his neighbours.—The true

believer, however, is suspicious of these easier ways, on the.rigliL hand or

C



62 Timorous and Mistrust run hack.

I looked then after Christian to see him go up the hill,

where I perceived he fell from running to going, and from go-

ing to clambering upon his hands and knees, because of the

steepness of the place. Now about the mid-way to the top

of the hill was the pleasant Arbour, made by the Lord of the

hill, for the refreshing ofweary travellers. Thither therefore

Christiisn got, where also he sat down to rest him : then he
pulled hi? Roll out of his bosom, and read therein to his com-
fort ; he .dso now began afresh to take a review of the coat

or garment that was given him as he stood by the cross.

—

Thus pleasing himself a while, he at last fell into a slum-

ber, and thence into a fast sleep, which detained him in that

place until it was almost night ; and in his sleep his Roll fell

out of his hand. Now as he was sleeping, there came one to

him and awaked him, saying, " Go to the ant, thou sluggard :

consider her ways and be wise."* ' And with that Christian

suddenly started up, and sped him on his way, and went apace

till he came to the top of the hill, (t)

* Prov. vi. 6.

on the left : his path lies straight forward, and cannot be travelled with
out ascending the hill ; which he desires to do, because his grand con-

cern is to be found right at last. But they, who chiefly desire at a cheap
rate to feeep up the;r credit and confidence, venture into perilous or ruin-

ous path., till they either openly apostatize, or get entangled in some
fatal delusion, and are heard of no more among the people of God.

These lines are here inserted

—

' Shall they who wrong begin yet rightly end ?

Shall they at all have safety for their friend i

No, no : in headstronir manner they set out,

And headlong they will fall at last, no doubt.'

(/) The difficulnies of believers often seem to increase as they proceed :

this da•JI^^s their spirits, itnd they find more painful exertion requisite

than they once expected, especially when rejoicing in the Lord : yet he

heljs them, and provides for their refreshment that they may not faint.

But, vvfiether their trials he moderated, or remarkable divine consola-

tions I'B vouchsafed, it ts, ala?. very common for tfhem to presume too

much f>n thf ir perseverance hitherto, or on the privileges to which they

have b>3Pa admuted ; and thus their ardour abates, their diligence and

vigilance are relaxed, and they venture to allow themselves some respite.

Then drowsiness steab upon them, darkness envelopes their souls, the

evidences of tneir acceptance are obscured or lost, and the event would

be fatal, did not the Lord excite them to renewed earnestness by salutary

waraiugB and alarms. Nor are they at any time more exposed to this

temptation, thau when outward ease hath succeeded to great hardships,

patiently and conscit^ntiously endured : for at such a crisis they are least

disposed to question their own sincerity : and Satan is sure to employ all

his subtlety to lull them into security, and so in fact tempt them to abuse

the Lord's special geodness vouchsafed to them.
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Now when he was got up to the top of the hill there came
two men running against him amain ; the name of the one was
Timorous, and the other Mistrust : to whom Christiin said,

Sirs, what's the matter, you run the wrong w ly ? Timorous
answered, that they were going to the city ot Zior,, ;iiid had
got up that difficult place : but, said he, the farthci vvi go the

more danger we meet with ; wherefore we turned, and are

going back again.

Yes, said Mistrust, for just before us lie a couple of lions in

the way (whether sleeping or waking we know not ;) nnd we
could not think, ifwe came within reach, but they would pre-

sently pull us in pieces.

Then said Christian you make me airaid : but whither shall

I flee to be safe ? If I go back to mine own country, that is pre-

pared for fire and brimstone, and I shall certrjinl}' perir^h there :

if 1 can get to the Celestial City, I am sure to b^ in safety

there.—I must venture : to go back is nothing but de;ith. ; to

go forward is fear of death, and life everlasting beyond it. i

^v^ill yet go forward.—So Mistrust and Timorous ran down the

hill, and Christian went on his way. But thinking again wf what
he heard from the men, he felt in his besom for his Roll, that

he might read therein and be comfort-ed ; but he fek, ^nd found

it not. Then was Christian in great distress, and knew not

what to do ; for he wanted that which used to relieve him,

and that which should have been his pass into the Celestial

Cit}'. Here therefore he began to be much perpl'?xed, and
knew not what to do. At last he bethought himself that he
had slept in the Arbour that is on the side of the hill ; and fill-

ing down upon his knees, he asked God's forgivn.;^ss for that

his foolish act, and then went back to look for his Koli. But
all the way he went back, who can suilicientiy set torth the

sorrow of Christian's heart ? Sometimes he sighed, sometimes

he wept, and oftentimes he chid himse'f for being so foolish as

to fall asleep in that place, which was erected only for :-? little

refreshment from his weariness. Thus therefore he went
back, carefully looking on this side and on that, all the Wrjy as

he went, if happily he might find his Roll that had been his

comfort so mamy times in his journey. He went thus till he
came again within sight of the Arbour where be sat ind slept ;,

but that sight renewed his sorrow the more, by bringing again,

even afresh, his evil of sleeping unto his mind. Thus there-

fore he now went on bewailing his sinful sleep, saying, '*0

wretched man that I am!" that I should sleep in the day*
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time !* that I should sleep in the midst of difficulty ! that I

should so indulge the 6esh, as to use that rest for ease to my
flesh, which the Lord of the hill hath erected only for the re-

lief of the spirits of Pilgrims 1 How many steps have I took in

vain ! Thus it happened to Israel for their sin, they were sent

back again by the way ol the Pied Sea : and I am made to tread

those steps with sorrow, which 1 might have trod with delight,

had it not been for this sinful sleep. How far might I have
been on my way by this time ! I iun made to tread those steps

thrice over, which 1 needed not to have trod but once : yea,

now also I am like to be benighted, for the day is almost spent

:

a that I bad not slept 1 (u)

Now by this time he was come to the Arbour ;<;j:;ain, where
for awhile he sat down and wept ; but at last, (as Christian

would have it,) he looked sorrowfully down under the settle,

there he espied his Roll ; the which he with trembling and
haste catched up, and put it into his bosom. But who can tell

how joyful this man was when he had gotten his Roll again ?

for this Roll was the assurance of his life, and acceptance at

the desired haven. Therefore he laid it up in his bosom,

* 1 Thess. V. 7, 8. Rev. ii. 4, 5,

{u) Some persons are l)etter prepared to struej^le through difRculties,

than to face dangers. Ahrmmg convictions induce them to exercise a
temporary self-denial, ami to exert themselves with diligence

; yet the
very apj faran'-e of persecution drives them back to their forsaken
courses aad rompanions. Through wnfteZif/. rfw/rw*/, and timidity^ they
fear the rage of men more than the wrath of God ; and never consider
how easily the Lord can restrain or disarm the fiercest persecutors. Even
true Christians arc often alarmed by the discourse of such persons ; but,
as they beV'eve the word of God, they are "moved by fear" to go forward
at all hazards. Nay, the very terrors, which induce mere professors to

apostacy, excite upright souls to renewed self-examination by the Holy
Scriptures, that they may " rejoice in hope" amidst their perils and tri-

bulation : and this discovers to them those decays in the vigour of their
affect! 0U3, and consequently in the evidences of their acceptance, which
had before escaped their notice.—Christian's perplexity, remorse, com-
plaints, and self-repr<jachings, when he missed his roll, and went back to
seek it, exactly suit the experience ofhumble and conscientious believers,

when un-,vatchfuluess has brought their state into uncertainty : but they
do not at all accord to that of professors who strive against all doubts in,'

discriminatdij, more than against any sin whatever, unless connected with
open scandal; who labour hard to keep up their corz/W^nre against evi-

dence, amidst continued negligence and allowed sins : and exclaim against
sighs, tears, and tenderness of conscience, as legality and unbelief. No
doubt Bunyan would have excluded such characters from the company
of his pilgrims \
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gave thanks to God for directing his eye to the place where it

lay, and with joy and tears betook himself again to his journey.

But O how nimbly now did he go up the rest of the hill ! (w)

—Yet before he got up, the sun went down upon Christian
;

and this made him again recall the vanity of his sleeping to his

remembrance ; and thus he again began to condole himself

:

* O thou sinful sleep ! how for thy sake .un 1 like to be be-

nighted in my journey ! I must walk without the sun, darkness

must cover the path of my feet, and 1 must hear the noise of

doleful creatures, because of my sintul sleep !' Now also he
remembered the story that Mistrust and Timorous told him of,

how they were frighted with the sight of the lions. Then said

Christian to himself again, these beasts range in the mght for

their prey ; and if they should meet with me in the dark, how
should I shift them ? how should I escape being by them torn

in pieces ? (a:) Thus he went on his way. But, while he was
thus bewailing his unhappy miscarriage, he lift ap his eyes,

and behold there was a very stately palace before him, the

name ofwhich was Beautiful, and it stood just by the highway
side, (y)

(w) By means of extraordinary dili^nce, with renewed application to

the blood of Christ, the believer in time recovers his warranted confi-

dence, and God " restores to him the joy of his salvation :'- but he must,

as it were, pass repeatedly over tlie same ground with sorrovfc, which, had
it not been for his negligence, he might have passed at oace w^th com-
fort.

(x) Believers may recover their evidence? of acceptance, and yet suffer

many troubles as the effects of their past unwatchfulnes?. The Lord
rebukes and chastens those whom he loves : genuine comfort spriniifs im-
mediately from the vigorous exercise of holy affections in communion with
God, which may be suspended even when no doubts are entertained of

final salvation : and the true penitent is least disposed to forgive himself,

when most satisfied that the Lord hath forgiven him.

(y) Hitherto Christian has been a solitary pilsrr-.m ; bat ws must next

consider him as admitted to the communion of the faithful, and joining

with them in the most solemn public onliiianccs. This is represented

under the emblem of the house Beautiful, aud the pilgrim''« entertain-

ment in it.—Mr. Bunyan was a protestant dissenter, an {ndej-Fftdent in

respect of church government and discipline ; nni an Antr-pffdo-baptut,

or one who deemed adult professors of repent'-nce and faith the only pro

per subjects of baptism, and immersion the only proper mode of a'lminis-

tering that cnlinance. He must, therefore, have inte'-ided to .l-scribe

especially, the admission of the new convert a' a member of •-• di?-pnting

church, (which consists of the communicants only.) upon a profe-sion of
faith, and with adult baptism by immersion : biit a? ho held 0}'?n com-
jwunioawith Poedo-bajotists, the last circumstance is not neeessaril,v in-

i ^



6b The Lions, The Porter Watchful. 1
So I saw in my dream, that he made haste and went forward,

that if possible he might get lodging there. Now before he
had gone far, he entered into a very narrow passage, which
was about a furlong off of the Porter's lodge ; and looking very
narrowly before him as he went, he espied two lions in the way.
Now, thought he, I see the danger that Mistrust and Timorous
were driven back by. (The lions were chainea, but he saw
not the chains.) Then he was afraid, and thought also him-
self to go back after them ; for he thought nothing but death

was before him. But the Porter at the lodge, whose name is

Watchful, perceiving that Christian made a halt, as if he would
go back, cried unto him saying, ' Is thy strength so small ?*

Fear not the hons, for they are chained, and are placed there

for tri.'d of faith where it is, and for discovery of those that

have none : keep in the midst of the path, and no hurt shall

come unto thee.' (^)

* Mark iv. 40.

eluded. Indeed he has expressed himself so candidly and cautiously,

that his representations may suit the admission of members into the soci-

ety of professed Christians, in any communion, where a serious regard to

spiritual religion is in this respect maintained.—It may perhaps be ques-

tioned, how far, in the present state of thmgs, this is practicable : but we
can scarcely denv it to be very desirable, that Christian societies should
be formed according to the principles here exhibited : such would indeed
J)e very beautiful, honourable to God, conducive to mutual edification,

and exaT)pk-s to the world around them. Various expedients also may
be adopted for thus promotui^ the communion of the saints : and surely

more might be done than is at presett, perhaps any where, ;vere all con-
cerned to attempt it boldly, earnestly, and with united efforts.

(s) A public profession of faith exposes a man to more opposition from
relatives and neighbours, than a private attention to relij;ion ; and in our
author's days it was commonly the signal for persecution : for which rea-

son he places the lions in the road to the house Beautiful.—Sense per-

ceives the dangers, and the imagination, through the suggestions of Satan,

exceedingly magnifies them : but faith alone can discern the secret re-

straints which the Lord lays on the minds of opposers ; and even believ-

ers are apt to be needlessly fearful on such occasions. But the vigilant

pastors of the flock obviate their fears, and by seasonable admonitions

animate them to press forward, assured that nothing shall do them any
real harm, and that all shall eventually prove beneficial to them.

We meet with the folio- ing lines in the old oopies, which refer to the

pilgrim's present situation :

—

* Difficulty is behind, fear is before,

Though he's eot on the hill, the lions roar

:

A Christian man is never long at ease

;

When one fright's gone, another doth him seize
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Then I saw that he went on trembling for fear ofthe lions
;

but taking good heed to the directions of the Porter, he heard

them roar, but they did him no harm. Then he clapped his

hands, and went on till he came and stood before the gate

where the Porter was. Then said Christian to the Porter,

Sir, ^Miat house is this ? And, May i lodge here to-night ?

The Porter answered, This house was built by the Lord of

the hill, and he built it for the relief and security of Pilgrims.

The Porter also asked whence he was ? and whither he was
going ? .

Chr. I am come from the City of Destruction, and am going

to Mount Zion ; but, because the sun is now set, I desire, if I

may, to lodge here to-night.

For. What is your name ?

Chr. My name is now Christian, but my name at the first

was Graceless : I came of the race of Japheth,* whom God
will persuade to dwell in the tents of Shem.

For. But how doth it happen that you come so late ? The
sun is set.

Chr. I had been here sooner, but that, wretched man that

I am ! I slept in the Arbour that stands on the hill-side. Nay,
I^had, notwithstanding that, been here much sooner, but that

in my sleep I lose my evidence, and came without it to the

brow of the hill ; and then feeling for it and tinding it not, I

was forced with sorrow of heart to go back to the place

where I slept my sleep ; where I found it, and now I am
come, (a)

Par. Well, I will call out one of the virgins of this place,

who will, if she likes your talk, bring you into the rest of the

family, according to the rules of the house. So Watchful, the

Porter, rang the bell, at the sound of which came out at the

door of the house a grave and beautiful damsel, named Discre-

tion, and asked why she was called ?

* Gen. ix. 27.

(a) The Porter's inquiries and Christian's answers exhibit our author's

•entiments, on the caution with which members should be admitted into

the communion of the faithful : and it very properly shows, how mini-

sters, by private conversation, may form a judgment of a man's profession,

whether it be intelligent and the result of experience, or notional and
formal.. Christian assigned his sintul sleeping as the cause of his arriving

so late : when believers are oppressed with prevailing doubts of their

acceptance, they are backward in joining themselves to the people o

God ; and this often tempts them to sinful delays, instead of exciting them
to greater diligence.
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The Porter answered, This man is in a journey from the

City of Destruction to Mouni Zion : but being weary and be-

nighted, he asked me if he might lodge here to-night : so I told

him I would call for thee, who, after discourse had with him,

mayest do as seemeth thee good, even according to the law of

the house.

Then she asked him whence he was ? and whither he was
going ? and he told her. She asked him also how he got into

the way ? and he told her. Then she asked him what he had
seen and met with in the way ? and he told her. And at last

she asked his name ? So he said. It is Christian ; and I have
90 much the more a desire to lodge here to-night, because, by
what I perceive, this place was built by the Lord of the hill

for the relief and security of Pilgrims. So she smiled, but the

water stood in her eyes ; and after a little pause she said, I will

call forth two or three more of the family. So she ran to the

door and called out Prudence, Piety, and Charity, who, after

a little more discourse with him, had him into the family ; and

many of them meeting him at the threshold of the house, said,

"^ Come in, thou blessed of the Lord ;" this house was ' built

by the Lord of the hill, on purpose to entertain such Pilgrims

in.' Then he bowed his head, and followed them into the

house. So when he was come in and set down, they gave

him something to drink, and consented together, that until sup-

per was ready, some of them should have some particular

discourse with Christian, for the best improvement of time ;

and they appointed Piety, and Prudence, and Charity, to dis-

course with him ; and thus they began. (6)

(b) The discourse of Discretion with the Pilgrim ripresents such pre-

oaution« and inquiries into the character and views ot a professor, as may
be made use of by any body of Christians, an order to prevent the intru-

.«^ion of improper persons. The answers given to the several questions

proposed, constitute the proper externcl qualifications for admission to

the Lord's table, when there is nothing in a man's principles and conduct

inconsistent with them ; for the Lord alone can judge how far they ac-

cord to the inward dispositions and affections of the heart,—By the dis/-

course of others belonging to the lamily with Christian, previously to his

admission, the author probably meant, that membf^rs should be admitted

into Christian societies ^ith the approbation of the most prudent, pious,

and candid part of thf>se that constitute them ; and according to the dic-

tates of those graces or endowments here personified.— By giving him
' something to eat before supper," he probably referred to those prepara-

tory sermons and devotions, by -which the administration of the Lord'*

£upper was then frequently and with great propriety introduced.
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Pi. Come, good Christian, since we hare been so loving to

you. to receive you into our liouse this night, let us, if perhaps

we may better onrsciv'S thereby, talk with you of all things

that have happened to 3'ou in your pilgrimage, (c)

Chr. With a very good will ; and T am glad that you are so

well disposed

.

Pi. What moved you ?.t first to betake yourself to a Pilgrim's

life?

Car. I was driven out of my native country by a dreadful

sound that was in mine ears ; to wit, That unavoidable

destruction did attend me if I abode in that place where I

was.

Pi. But how diJ it happen that you came out of your coun-

try this way 1

Chr. It was as God would have it : for when i was under

the fears of destruction, I did not know whither to go ; but by
chance there came a man even to me (as I was trembling and

weeping) whose name is Evangelist, and he directed me to the

Wicket-gate, which else I should never have found, and so set

me into the way that hath led me directly to this house.

Pi. But did you not come by the house of the Interpreter ?

Chr. Yes, and did see such things there, the remembrance
(jf which will stick by me as long ;.s I live ; especially three

things ; to wit, bow Christ in despite of Satan, maintains his

work of grace in the he.irt ; how the man had sinned himself

quite out of hopes of God's mercy ; and also the dream of him
that thought in his sleep the day ofjudgm^mt was come.

Pi. Why ! Did you hear him tell his dream ?

Chr. Yes, and a dreadful one in wis, I thought ; it made my
heart ache as he was telling of it ; but yet I am glad 1 heard

it.

Pi. Was this all that you saw at the house of the Interpre-

ter?

Chr. No he took me and had me where he showed me a

>?tately palace, and how the people were clad in gold that were
in it ; and how there came a venturous man, and cut his way

(c) The further conversation of Piety and her companious with Chris-
tian, was subsequent to his admission, and represents the advantag^e of the

coinmumon of the saints, and the best method of conductm^ it.—To lead
believers to a sarious review of the way in which they have been led

hitlierto, is every way profitable, as it tends to increase humdiation, gra-
titude, faith, and hope ; and must, therefore, proportionably conduce to

the glory of God, and the edification of their brethren.
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through the armed men that stood in the door to keep him out

;

and how he was bid to come in and win eternal glory. Me-
thought those things did ravish my heart : I would have staid

at that good man's house a twelve-month, but that I knew I

had further to go.

Pi. And what saw you tlse in the way ?

Chr. Saw I Why, I went but a little further, and I saw One,
as I thought in my mind, hang bleeding upon a tree : and the

very sight of him made my burden fall off my back ; for 1

groaned under a heavy burden, but then it fell down from ofl

me. 'Twas a strange thing to me, for I never saw such a thing

before
;
yea, and while I stood looking up, (for then I could

not forbear looking,) three shining ones came to me : one of

them testified that my sins were forgiven me ; another stript

me ofmy rags, and gave me this broidered coat which you see
;

and the third set the mark which you see in my forehead, and

gave me this sealed Roll
;

(and witb that he plucked it out of

his bosom.)

Pi. But you saw more than this, did you not ?

Chr. The things that I have told you were the best : yet some
other matters I saw ; as namely, I saw three men. Simple,

Sloth, and Presumption, lie asleep, a little out of the way as I

came, with irons upon their heels ; but do you think I could

awake them ! I also saw Formalist and Hypocrisy come tum-

blmg over the wall, to go, as they pretended, to Zion ; but

they were quickly lost ; even as 1 myself did tell them, but

they would not believe. But, above all, I found it hard work
to get up this hill, and as hard to come by the lions' mouth :

and truly, if it had not been for the good man, the Porter, that

stands dt the gate, I do not know but that, after all, I might

have gone back ;igain ; but now, I thank God, I am here ; and

I thank you for receiving of me.
Then Prudence thought good to ask him a few questions,

and desired his answer to them.

Pr. Do you not tliink sometimes of the country from
whence you came ?

Chr. Yes, but with much shame and detestation : truly "It"

I had been mindful of that country from whence I came out, I

might have had opportunity to have returned, but now I desire

abetter country, that is an heavenly."*

Pr. Do you not yet bear away with you some of the things

that then you were conversant withal ?

Heb. xi. 16.
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1

Chr. Yes, but greatly against my will ; especially my inward

and carnal cogitations, with which all my countrymen, as well

as myself, were delighted : but now all those things are my
i^rief ; and might I but choose mine own things, 1 would choose

never to think of those tilings more ; but when 1 would be do-

ing of that which is best, that which is worst is with me.

Pr. Do you not tind sometimes as if those things were van-

quished, which at other times are your perplexity ?

Chr. Yes, but that is but seldom ; ^ut they are to me golden

hours in which such things happen to me.
Pr. Can you remember by what means you find your anoy-

ances at times as if they were vanquished ?

Chr. Yes : when I think what 1 saw at the cross, that will

do it ; and when I look upon m.y broidered coal, that will do

it : also when 1 look into the Roll that I carry in my bosom,

that will do it ; and when my thoughts wax warm about whith-

er I am going, that will do it.

Pr. And what is it that makes you so desirous to go to

Mount Zion ?

Chr. Why there I hope to see him alive that did hang dead

on the cross ; and there I hope to be rid of all those things

that to this day are in me an annoyance to me : there they say

there is no death ;* and there I shall dwell with such compa-
ny as I hke best. For, to tell you the truth, I love him be-

cause I was by him eased of my burden ; and I am weary of

my inward sickness. I would fain be where 1 shall die no
more, and with the company that shall continually cry, *' Holv,

holy, holy." {d)

Then said Charity to Christian, Have you a family ? are

you a married man ?

Chr. I have a wife and four small children.

* Isa. XXV. 8. Rev. xxi. 4.

(d) Men may learn any doctrine by human teaching, and relate by
rote any experience ; nay, general convictions, transient affections, and
distinct notions may impose upon the man himself, and he may mistake
them for true cc nversion. The best method of avoiding this dangerous
rock consists in daily self-examination, and constant prayer to be pre-

served from it: and, as far as we are concerned to form a judgment of
others, in order to perform our several duties towards them, prudence is

especially required, and will suggest such questions as are here proposed.

The true Christian's inmost feelings will best explain the answers, which
no exposition can elucidate to those who are unacquainted with the conflict

to which they refer.— The. golden hours^ (^fleeting and precious,) are earn*

ests of the everlasting holy felicity of heaven.
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Char. And why did you not bring them along with you ?

Then Christian wept, and said, Oh ! how willingly would I

have done it 1 but they were all of them utterly averse to ii.y

going on pilgrimage.

Char. But you should have talked to them, and have endea-
voured to have shown them the danger of being left behind.

Chr. So I ciid ; and told them also what God had showed to

me of the destruction of our City ; but I seemed to them as one
that mocked, and they bdieved me not.*

Char. And did you pray to God that he would bless your
counsel to them ?

Chr. Yes, and that with much affection ; for you must think

that my wife and poor ciiildren were very dear unto me.
Oiar. But did you tell them of 3^our own sorrow, and feai*

of destruction ? lor 1 suppose that destruction was visible

enough to you.

Chr. Yes, over, and over, and over. They might also see

my fears in my countenance, in my tears, and also in my trem-

bling under the apprehension of the judgments that did hang

over our heads ; but all was not suthcient to prevail with them
to come with me.

Char. But what could they say for themselves why they

came not ?

Chr. Why, my wife was afraid of losing this world ; and my
children were given to the foolisn delights of youth : so, what
by one thing and what by another, they left me to wander in

ihis manner alone.

Char. But did you not with your vain life damp all that you

by words used by way of persuasion to bring them away with

you?
Chr. Indeed I cannot commend my life, for I am conscious

to myself of many fulings therein : 1 know also, that a man by

his convers ition naiy soon overthrow, what by argument or

persucision he doih lubuar to fasten upou others for their

good. Yet this I can say, I was very wiry of giving them oc-

casion, by any unseemly action, to make them rvers to going

on pilgrimage. Yea, for this very thing they would tell me I

was too precise ; and that I denied myself of things, (for their

sakes) in which they saw no evil. Nay, I think I may say

that if what they saw in me. did bi"''^- *^^"^ '^ was my great

* G«n. xix. 14.
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tenderness in sinning against God, or ofdoing any wrong to my
neighbour.

Char. Indeed ** Cain hated his brother, because his own
works were evil, and his brother's righteous ;"* " and if thy

wife and children have been oflfended with thee for this, they

thereby show themselves to be implacable to good ; and thon

hast dehvered thy soul from their blood.t"(e)

Now I saw in my dreaffi, that thus they sat talking together

until supper was ready. So when they had made ready, they

sat down to meat. Now the table was furnished with fat

things, and with wine that was well refined ; and all their talk

at the table was about the Lord of the hill ; as, namely, about

what He had done, and wherefore He did what he did, and

why He had builded that House ; and by what they said, I

perceived that He had been a great warrior, and had fought

with and slain him that had the power ofdeath * but not with-

out great danger to himself ; which made me love him the

more.

For, as they said, and as 1 believe, said Christian, he did it

with the loss of much blood. But that which put glory of

grace into all he did, was, that he did it of pure love to his

country. And besides, there were some of them of the house-

hold that said, they had seen and spoke with him since he did

die on the Cross ; and they have attested, that they had it

from his own lips, that he is such a lover ofpoor Pilgrims that

the hke is not to be found from the east to the west.

They, moreover, gave an instance of what they affirmed,

and that was, he had stript himself of his glory that he might

do this for the poor ; and that they heard him say and affirm,

' That he would not dwell in the mountain of Zion alone.'

They Siud, moreover, that he had made many Pilgrims Prin-

* 1 John iii. 12. + Ezek. iii. 19. t Heb. ii. 14, 15.

(c) When we know the value of our own souls, we shall become
greatly solicitous for the souls of others. It is therefore a very suspicious

circumstance, when a man professing godliness shows no earnestness in

persuading those he loves best, to seek salvation : and it is absurd in the
extreme to excuse this negligence by arguments taken from. God's secret

purposes, when these have no influence on the conduct of the very same
persons in their temporal concerns I—Charity's discourse with Christian

shows the author's sentiments of the duties of believers m this most im-

portant concern ; and of the real reasons why carnal men reject the gga-

pel.
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aes, though by nature they were beggars born, and their origi-

nal had been the dunghill.*^

Thus they discoursed together till late at night ; and after

they had committed themselves to their Lord for protection,

they betook themselves to rest. The pilgrim they laid in

a large upper chamber, whose window opened towards the

sun-rising : the name of the chamber was Peace, where he
slept till break ofday, and then he awoke and sang

—

' Where am I now ! Is this the love and care

Of Jesus, for the men that Pilgrims are, '

Thus to provide ! That I should be forgiven.

And dwell already the next door to heaven l'(g)

So in the morning they all got up ; and, after some morn
(liscouir , they told him that he should not depart till they

had showed him the Rarities of that place. And tirst they had

him into the Stud}', where they showed him records of the

greatest antiquity ; in which, as 1 remember my dream, they

showed him, first the peuigree of the Lord of the hill, thathe was
the Son of the Ancient of Days, and came by an eternal gene-

ration. Here also was more fully recoitled the acts that he
had done, and the names'of many hundreds that he had taken

. * 1 Sam. ii. 8. Psa. cxiii. 7.

(/) The administration of the Lord's supper js here emblematically

described. In it the Person, humiliation, sufferi;;gs, and death of Christ,

wiUi thp moU>e and event of them, are kept in perpetual remembrance,
lij serioj.«ly coutemplatm^ on these interesting subjects, with the em-
blems of his body wcunded and his blood shed before our eyes; and by
professmg our cordial acceptance of his salvation, and surrender of our-

selves to ;ii« service ; we find every holy affection revived and invigorat-

ed, and our souls humbled and softened in deep repentance, inspired with
calio confidence, animated to thankful, zealous, self-denying obedience,

and enlarged tender affection for our fellow Christians, with compassion-

ate lorgj v'ing love of our most inveterate enemies. The believer will rea-

dily apply the all-^goiical representation of ' the Lord of the hill,'* to the

love o< Christ for lost sinners, which no words can adequately describe,

for '* it pass, th knowledge."

(g) That peac^ of conscience and serenity of mind, which follow a.

humble upright profession of faith in Clirist, and communion with him
and his ^)eople, is not the effect of a mere outward observance ; but of
that inward disposition of heart which is thus cultivated, and of the
Lord's blessing on his own anpointments. This is here represented by
the chamber Peace : it raises the soul above the care and bustle of this

vain world, and springs from the healing beams o{ the Sun of Righteous-
ness.

* Isa. XXV. 6, 7,

'I
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into liis service ; and how he had placed them in such habita>

tions, that could neither by length of days, nor decays of na-

ture, be dissolved.

Then they read to him some of the worthy acts that some of

his servants had done : as how they had " subdued kingdoms,

wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths

of lions, quenched the violence of tire, escaped the edge of

the sword, out ofweakness were made strong, w\i:s.ed valiant m
light, and turned to flight the armies of the ahens."*

. Then they read again in another p;'.rt of the records of the

house, where it was showed how willing their Lord w la to re-

ceive into his favour any, even any, though they in tirwe p^ist

had offered great affronts to his person and procee:Jn^^. Hfcre

also were several other histories of many oitier faiiious things,

of all wiii<;h Christian had a view : as of things both >ucient

and modern ; together Avith prophecies and prt^dictious of

(hings that have their certain accomplishment, tiotJj to the

dread and amazement of enemies, and the comfort and solace

of Pilgrims, [h)

The next day they took him and had him irvo the Ar-

moury, where they showed him all manner ot furniture which
their Lord had provided for Pilgrims, as sword, shielc, helmet,

breast-plate, all-prayer, and shoes that wouk) not wear out.

And there was here enough cf this to harness out as many
men, for the service of their Lord, as there be stars in the

heaven for multitude.

They also shov/ed him some of the engines, with which
«ome of his servants had done wonderful things. 7'hey show-
ed him Moses' rod ; the hammer and n^ul with whi-jh Jael

slew Sisera ; the pictures, trumpets, and lamps t ^o, with
which Gideon put to flight the armies of jlidian. Tlien they
shov/ed him the ox's goad, wherewith Shamasjar slew s'l: hun-
dred men. They showed him also the j:'W bone with which
Samson did such mighty feats : they showed him moreover
the sling and stone with vvhicli David slewGoiiah ofGath ; and
the sword also with which their Lord will kill the Man ofSin. in

the day that he shall rise up to the prey. They showed him

* Heb. xi. 33, 34. t Eph. vi. 10—18. I Thess. v. Q.

(h) Christian communion, properly conducted, tends to eularg'e the

believer's acquaintance with the Holy Scriptures : an<i this (.onJuces to

increase faith, hope, love, patience and fortitude ; to ammate th? soal ia

emulating the illustrious examples there exhibited ; and to furnish in-

fitruction for every good work.
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besides many excellent things, with which Christian was much
delighted.—This done, they went to their rest again, (i)

Then I saw in my dream that on the morrow he got up to

go forwards, but they desired him to stay till the next day

also ; and then, said they, we will, if the day be clear, show
you the Delectable Mountains ; which, they said, would yet

further add to his comfort, because they were nearer the de-

sired haven than the place where at present he was ; so he
consented and staid. When the morning was up they had him
to the top of the housCj and bid him look south : so he did

;

and behold, at a great distance,* he saw a most pleasant

mountainous country, beautified with woods, vineyards, fruits

of .dl sorts, flowers also, with springs and fountains, very de-

lectable to behold. Then he asked the name of the country.

They s;ud. It was Immanuel's Land ; and it is as common, said

they, i\s this hill is, to and for all the Pilgrims. And when
thou comest there, from thence, said they, thou mayest see to

the gate of the Celestial City, as the shepherds that live there

will make appear, (it)

Now he bethought himself of setting forward, and they were
willing he should. But first, said they, let us go again into the

Armoury. So they did ; and when he came there they har-

nessed him from head to foot with what was of proof, lest per-

haps he should meet with assaults in the way. He being

* Isa. xxxiii. 16, 17.

({) The provision made in Chriat and his fulness, for maintaining and
increasing;, in the hearts of hia people, these holy aifeotions, by the vigor-

ous exercise of which victory is obtained over all enemies, is here repre-

sented by the Armoury.* This sutHces for all who seek to be supplied

from it, how many soever they be. We ought, therefore, " to take to

ourselves the whole armour ol God," and " put it on," by diligently using

all the means of grace : and we may assist other?, by our exhortations,

counsels, example, and prayers, to do the same.—The following allusions

to the scrifjtural history, which have a peculiar propriety in an allegory,

intimate that the means of grace are made effectual by the power of God,
which we should depend on, in implicit obedience to his appointments.

{k) The Delectable Mountains, as seen at a distance, represent those

distinct views of the privileges and consolations atteiinable in this life, with
which believers are sometimes favoured, when attending on divine ordi-

nances, or diligently making a subsequent improvement of them. The
hopes thus inspired prepare them for pressing forward through dangers

and hardships. This is the pre-eminent advantage of Christian commu-
nion, and can only be enjoyed at some special seasons, when the Sun of
Righteousness shines upon the soul.

* Eph. vi. 10—18. 1 Thess. v. 6.
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therefore thus accoutred walked out with his friends to the

gate, and there he asked the Porter, if he saw any Pilgrims

pass by ? Then the Porter answered, Yes. (I)

Chr. Pray, did you know him ?

For. I asked his name, and he told me it was Faithful,

O, said Christian, I know him : he is my townsman, my
near neighbour, he comes from the place where I was born :

how far do you think he may be before ?

Por. He is got by this time belpw the hill.

Well, said Christian, good Porter, the Lord be with thee,

and add to all thy blessings much increase, for the kindness that

thou hast showed to me.
Then he began to go forward ; but Discretion, Piety, Charity,

and Prudence, would accompany him down to the foot of the

hill. So they went on together, reiterating their former dis-

courses, till they came to go down the hill. Then said Chris-

tian, as it was difficult coming up, so, as far as 1 can see, it is

dangerous going down. \ es, said Prudence, so it is ; for ii. is e.

hard matter for a man to go down into the Valley of Hum^liition,

as thou art now, and to catch no slip b}*^ the vivy : therefore

said they, are we come out to accompany thee down the hill

So he began to go down, but very warily, yet he caught a

slip or two.

Then I saw in my dream, that these good companions-,, when
Christian was gone down to the bottom of the hili, gave him a

loaf of bread, a bottle of wine, and a cluster of rai:fij:is ; and
then he went on his way. (m)

(Z) The ordinances of public oi- social vrorship are only tbe n.r.ans of

being reliojious, not the essence ot religion itself. Favine rei-swed our
strength by waiting oti the Lord, V7e tnust gr, forv. rrd, I y atteodiug with
greater diligence to the duties of our several stations ; preyaficg io re-

sist temptations, which often assault us after special sca-sons of divine con-

solation. Ministers therefore, and experienceti believers, should warn
converts to expect trials and confiicts, and recommend to them such com
panions as may be a comfort and help in their piigiimage.

(m) The humiliation requisite for receiving tJhrist, obtaining peace,

and making a good confession of faith, is general and indistinct, compared
v/ith that, which may be acquired by subsequent study, o' nervation, and
experience, especially amidit trials and conflict.-; : and the Lord cc'mmon-
ly dispenses comfort and humiliaiiug dispensations alternately, that the

ijeliever may neither be elated nor depressed above meas".-(re.*—The val-

ley of humiliation, therefore, is judiciously placed beyo'id the house
Beautiful. Some explain it to signify a Christian's outv/ard circumstaa-

c;es, when reduced to poverty, or subjected to great temporal losses by
* 2 Cor. xii. 1—5.

•7*



78 The Valley of Humiliation.

But now, in this Valley of Humiliation, poor Christian waf
hard put to it ; for he had gone but a little way, before he es-

pied a foul Fiend coming over the field to meet him : his

name is Apollyom Then did Christian begin to be afraid, and

to cast in his mind whether to go back or to stand his ground.

But he considered again, that he had no armour for his back,

and therefore thought that to turn the back to him might give

him greater advantage, with ease to pierce him with his darts

therefore he resolved to venture, and stand his ground : for

thought he, had I no more in mine e3^e than the saving of my
hfe, it would be the best way to stand, (n)

professing the gospel ; and perhaps the author had this idea in his mind :

yet these could only be viewed as means of producing inward humilia-

tion.—In going down into the valley, the believer will greatly need the

assistance of discretion^ pieti/, charity^ and prudence, and the recollection

of the instructions and counsels ot such Christians as are eminent for these

endowments : for humiliating dispensations and experiences excite the

latent evils of the heart, and often cause men to speak and act unadvis-

edly ; so that, notwithstanding every precaution, the review will com-
monly discover many things which excite the remorse and sorrow of deep
repentance.

(n) Under discouraging circumstances the believer may be tempted
to murmur, despond, or seek relief from the world. Finding his too san-

guine expectations not answered ; that he grows worse ratlier than bet-

ter in his opinion of himself; that his comforts are transitory ; and that

^nuch reproach, contempt, and loss are incurred by his profession of reli-

gion, discontent will often rise up in his heart, and weakness of faith will

expose him to sharp conflicts.—Mr. Bunyan, having experienced, m an
uncommon degree, the most dreadful temptations, was probably led by
that circumstance to speak on this subject, in language not very intelli-

gible to those who have been exempted from such paiuful exercises.

—

The nature of his work required that they should be described under
outward emblems ; but the inward suggestions of evil spirits are espe-

cially intended. These seem to have peculiar access to the imagination,

and are able to paint before that illusive faculty the most alluring or ter-

rifying representations, as if they were realities.—Apollyon signifies //tc

destroyer ;* and in carrying on the work of destruction, fallen angels

endeavour, by various devices, to deter men from prayer, and to render

them afraid of those things without which the life of faith cannot be
maintained ; in ord^r that, after con\dctions, they may be led to give up
religion, as the only method of recovering their co i posure. Many, "hav-
ing no root in themselves," thus gradually fall away ; and others are

greatly retarded : but the well instructed believer sees no safety except
in facing his enemy. If it appear dangerous to persevere, to desist is ine-

vitable ruin, (for Christia.n ' had no armour for his back.") So that fear

itself will in that case induce a man to stand his ground ; and the more
resolutely he resists temptation, the sooner wiU he regain his traaquillity

;

* Rev. ix. 11.
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So he went on, and ApoUyon met him. Now the monster

was hideous to behold : he was clothed with scales like a fish,

(and they are his pride ;) he had wings like a dragon, feet like

:i bear, and out of his belly came fire and smoke, and his mouth
was as the mouth of a lion. When he was come up to Chris-

tian, he beheld him with a disdainful countenance, and thus

began to question with him. (o)

Apol. Whence come you ? and whither are you bound ?

Ckr. I am come from the city of Destruction, which is the

place of all evil, and am going to the city of Zion.

Apol. By this I perceive thou art one of my subjects ; for

all that country is mine, and 1 am the prince and god of it.

How is it then that thou hast run away from thy king ? Were
it not that I hope thou mayest do me more service, I would
strike thee now at one blow to the ground.

Chr. I was born indeed in your dominions, but your service

was hard, and your wages such as a man could not live on
;

" for the wages of sin 's death ;"* therefore when 1 was come
to years, I did as other considerate persons do, look out if per-

haps I might mend myself.

Apol. There is no prince that will thus lightly lose his sub-

jects, neither will I as yet lose thee ; but since thou complain-

est of thy service and wages, be content to go back ; what our
country will afford, I do here promise to give thee.

Chr. But 1 have let myself to another, even t "» the King of

Princes ; and how can I with fairness go back with thee ?

Apol. Thou hast done in this according to the proverb,

Change a badfor a zDorse : but it is ordinary for those that

have professed themselves his servants, after a while to give

*Rom. vi. 23.

for, when the suggestions of Sat&n excite us to pray more fervently, and
to be more dilieent in every duty, that enemy will soon " flee from us."

Perhaps somp may remember a time when they were harassed to that

degree as almost to despair of relief; who have since teen so entirely

delivered, that, were it not for the recollection of their own past experi-

ence, they would be ready to ascribe these distresses to disease or enthu-
siasm, notwithstanding all that the scripture contains on the subject.

(o) The description of ApoUyon implies, that the combat afterward,

recorded, particularly represented the (errors by wh ch evil spirits at-

tempt to drive processors out of their path. Other temptations, though
often more dangerous are not so distressing : " For Satan can transform

himself into an angel of light ;'' and indeed he is a very Proteus, who caa
assume any form that best s.iits his purpose.



to And reasons with him*

him the slip, and return again to me. Do thou so too, and all

shall be well.

Chr. 1 have given him my fiiith, and sworn my allegiance to

hi-m : how then can I go back from this and not be hanged as a

traitor ?

Apol. Thou didst the same to me, and yet I am willing to

pass by all, if now thou wilt yet turn again and go back. ^

Oir. What I promised thee was in my nonage ; and besides,

I count that the prince under whose banner now I stand, is

able to absolve me
;
yea, and to pardon also what 1 did as to

my compliance with thee : and, besides, O thou destroying

Apollyon, to speak truth, I like his service, his wages, his ser-

vants, his government, his company, and country, better than

thine ; and therefore leave off to persuade me farther ; I am
his servant, and I will follow him.

Apol. Consider again, when thou art in cool blood, what thon

art like to meet with in the way that thou goest. Thou know-
est that for the most part his servants come to an ill end, be-

cause they are transgressors against me and my ways. How
many of them have been put to shameful deaths ? And beside?,

thou countest his service better than mine, whereas he never

came yet from the place where he is, to deliver any that serv-

ed him, out of my hands : but, as for me, how many times, a?

all the world very well knows, have 1 delivered, either by
power or fraud, those that have faithfully served me, from

him and his, though taken by them : and so 1 will deliver thee.

Chr. His forbearing at present to deliver them is on purposi^

to try their love, whether they will cleave to him to the end :

and, as for the ill end thou sayest they come to, that is most

glorious in thciir account : for, for present deliverance, they

do not much expect it ; for they stay for their glory, and then

they shall have it, when their Prince comes in his, and the glory

of the angels, (p)

(p) As all have been overcome by the temptations of the devil ; and
*' of whom a man is overcome, of the same is he brought into bondage

;"'

50, by ustirpation, he has become the ^od and prince of this world, and

we have all been his slaves. But believers, having been redeemed by
the blood of Christ, '-'• are made free from sin and become the servants of

God :" and the abidin:: conviction, that all the subjects of sin and Satan

must perif^h, concurs '.vith their experience that it is a hard bondage, in

fortifying them against every temptation to return. Sensible of their

obligations to God as their Creator and Governor, they have deeply re-

pented of past rebellions ; and, having obtained mercy, feel themselves

liQund by gratitude, and the mo;t solemn engagements, to cleave to him
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Apol. Thou hast already been unfaithful in thy service to

him : and how dost thou think to receive wages of him ?

Chr. Wherein, O Apollyon, have 1 been unfaithful to him ?

Apol. Thou didst faint at first setting, out, when thou wast

almost choked in the gulf ofdespond ; thou didst attempt wrong

ways to be rid of thy burden, whereas thou shouldest have

stayed till thy Prince had taken it off: thou didst sinfully

sleep, and lose thy choice thing : thou wast also almost per-

suaded to go back at the sight of the lions : and when thou

talkest of thy journey, and of what thou hast heard and seen,

thou art inwardly desirous of vainglory in all that thou sayest

or doest.

Chr. All this is true, and much more which thou hast left

out : but the Prince, whom I serve and honour, is merciful

;ind ready to forgive. But besides, these infirmities possessed

me m thy country : for there I sucked them in, and I have

groaned under them, being sorry for them, and have obtained

pardon ofmy Prince. (9)
Then Apollyon broke out into a grievous rage, saying, I am

an enemy to this Prince ; 1 hate his person, his laws, and peo-

ple. I am come out on purpose to withstand thee.

and his service. Their difficulties and discoura«:ements cannot induce
them to believe that they ' have changed a bad for a worse ;' nor will

they be influenced by the numbers who apostatize, trom love to the world
and dread of the cross ; for they are " rooted and grounded in Love," and
net merely moved by fears and hopes. They are sure that the Lord is

able to deliver tliem from their enemies : and, should the wicked be per-

mitted to prosper in tlieir malicious devicee against them, they icnow
enough of his plan, to rely on his wisdom, truth, and love, in the midst
of sufferings. Thus they have answers ready for every suggestion ; even
sach answers as Christian had been furnished with at the house of the

Interpreter.

(9) If the suggestions before described be rejected, Satan will perhaps
assault the believer, by representing to his mind, with every possible ag-
gravation, the several instances of his misconduct since he professed the
gospel ; in order to heighten his apprehensions of being found at last a
hypocrite : for when the soul is discouraged and gloomy, he will be as

assiduous in representing every false step to be a horrid crime inconsistent

v/hh the hope of salvation, as he is at other times in persuading men,
that the most flagrant violations of the divine law are mere trifles.—In
repelling such suggestions, the well instructed believer will neither deny
the charge, nor extenuate his guilt ; but he will flee for refuge to the
free grace of the gospel, and take comfort from the consciousness that he
now hates and groans under the remains of those evils, which once he
wholly lived in without remorse ; thence inferring, that " his sina, though
many, are forgiven."

L
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Ckr. Apollj'on, beware what you do ; for I am in the King's
highway, the way of hohness ; therefore take heed to your-
self.

Then Apollyon straddled quite over the whole breadth of

the way, and said, J am void of fear in this matter
;
prepare

thyself to die ; for 1 swear by my infernal den, that thou shalt

go 00 further : here viill I spill thy soul.

And with that he threw a flaming dart at his breast ; but

Christian had a shield in his hand, with which he caught it, and
io prevented the danger of that.

Then did Christian draw ; for he saw it was time to bestir

him : and Apollyon as fast made at him, throwing darts as thick

as h:ul ; by the which, notwithstanding all that Christian could

do to avoid it, Apollyon wounded him in his head, his hand,
and foot. This made Christian give a little back : Apollyon
therefore followed his work amain, and Christian again took

courage, and resisted as manfully as he could. This sore com-
bat lasted for above half a day, even till Christian was almost

quite spent ; for you must know, that Christian, by reason of
his wounds, must needs grow weaker and weaker.

Then Apollyon, espying his opportunity, began to gather up
clos^j^fo Christian, and, wrestling with him, gave him a dread-

f'll f^ill ; and with that Christian's sword flew out of his hand.

Then said Apollyon, I am sure of thee now : and with that he
had almost pressed him to death ; so that Christian began to de-

spair of life. But, as God would have it, while Apollyon was
fetching his last blow, thereby to make a full end of this good

man. Christian nimbly reached out his hand for his sword, and

caught it, saying, " Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy I

when I fall, I shall arise ;"* and with that gave him a

deadly thrust, which made him give back as one that had re-

ceived hi? mortal wound. Christian perceiving that, made at

him again, saying, *' Nay, in all these things we are more than

conquerors through him that loved us ;"t and with that Apol-

lyon spread forth his dragon's wings, and sped him away, that

Christian saw him no more.
In this combat no man can imagine, unless he had seen ami

heard, as I did, what yelhngand hideous roaring Apollyon made
all the time of the fight ; he spake like a dragon : and on the

other side, what sighs and groans burst from Christian's heart.

I never saw him all the while give so much as one pleasant

* Mic. vii. 8. t Rom. viii. 37—39. Jam. iy. 7.
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look, till he perceived he had wounded Apollyon with his two-

ndged sword ; then indeed did he smile and look upward I but

it was the dreadfullest sight that ever 1 saw. (r)

(r) The preceding part of Christian's contest with Apollyon is instruc-

tive to every experienced believer ; but this is far more difficult : yet if

"we duly reflect upon the Lord's permission to Satan, in respect of Job,

with the efforts and efiecls that followed, and compare it with the tempt-
er's desire of sifting Peter and the Apostles as wheat ; we shall not be
sjeatly at a loss about the author's meauino;. This enemy is sometimes
gratified by an arrangement of outward dispensations exactly suited to

favour his assaults : so that the believer's path seems wholly obstructed.

The Lord himself appears to have forsaken him, or even to fight against

him ; and his appointments are thought contrary to his promises I This
gives Satan an opportunity of suggesting hard thoughts of God and his

ways, doubts about the truth of the Scriptures, and desponding fears of a

fatal event. Many such "fiery darts" maybe repelled or quenched by
the shield of faith : but there are seasons (as some of us well know,)
when they are poured in so incessantly, and receive such plausibility

from facts ; and when they so interrupt a man while praying, reading, or

meditating, that he is tempted to intermit religious duties, that he may
avoid these most distressing attendants on them. The evils of the heart*

which seemed before subdued, are so excited by means of the imagination,

that they apparently prevail more than ever, rendering every service an
abomination, as well as a burden ; so that the harassed soul, alarmed,

baffled, defiled, self-detested, and thinking that God and his servants unite

in abhorring him, is ready to give up all hope, to doubt all liis former
principles, to seek refuge in some heretical or antmomian system, or to

attempt the dissipating of his melancholy gioom, by joining again in the

vanities of the world. Thus the enemy ' wounds him in his understand-
ing, faith, and conversation,' (according to the author's marginal inter-

pretation of his meaning :) yet he cannot in this way find relief; but is

inwardly cnnstrained, with renewed efforts, to return to the conflict.

—

When such temptations, however, are long continued, resistance will

gradually become more feeble ; the distressed believer will be ready to

give up every thing ; and, when the enemy plies him closely with infidel

suggestions, to which his circumstances give a specious occasion, he may
be thrown down, and *' his sword fly out of his hand :" so that for a time
he may be unable to give any credit to the truth of the Scriptures, by
which alone he was before enabled to repel the tempter. This is a
dreadful case : and could true faith thus finally fail, even real Christians

must perish : Satan hath succeeded against many professors, with half

these advantages ; and he may be supposed at least to boast that he is

sure of such as are thus cast down. But the Advocate above "prays" for his

disciples, " that their faith should not fail :"* so that, though Peter fell

with Judas, he was not left to perish with him. The Christian, there-

fore, 'almost pressed to death,' and ready 'to despair of life,' will, by the

special grace of God, be helped a2:ain to seize his sword, and to use it

with more effect than ever. The Holy Spirit will bring to his mind, with
the most convincing energy, the evidences of tho divine inspiration of the

* Luke xxii. 31, 32.



84 To his gracious Deliverer.

So when the battle was over, Christian said, I will here
give thanks to him that hath delivered me out of the mouth ot

the lion, to him that did help me against Apollyon. And scy

he did ; saying,

* Great Beelzebub, the captain of this fiend,

Desi^'d my ruin ; therefore to this end
He sent him harness'd out ; and he with rage

That hellish was, did fiercely me engage.

But blessed Michael helped me, and I

By dint of sword did quickly make him fly :

Therefore to him let me give lasting pra:se,

And thank and bless his holy name always."

Then there came to him a hand with some of the leaves oi

the Tree of Life, the which Christian took, and applied to the

wounds that he had received in the battle, and was healed im-

Scripture, and enable him to rely on the promises : and thus at length

the enemy will be put to flight, by testimonies of holy writ pertinently

adduced, and more clearly understood than before.—Experience will

teach some readers to understand these things, and they will know how
to compassionate and make allowances for the mistakes of the tempted

:

and others, who have been graciously exempted from perhaps the deep-

est anguish known on earth, (though commonly not of long duration,)

should learn from the testimony of their brethren, to allow the reality of

these distresses, and sympathize with the sufferers; and not (like Job's

friends) to join with Satan in aggravating their sorrows.—We may allow,

that constitutional, partial disease, and errors in judgment, expose some

men more than others to such assaults : yet these are only occasions, and

evil spirits are assuredly the agents in thus harassing serious personsr.

It is indeed of the greatest importance to be well established in tlie faith :

they, who in oi-dinary cases are satisfied with general convictions and

comfortable feelings, without being able to give a reason for their hope,

may be driven to the most tremendous extremities, should God permit

them to be thus assaulted : for they have no fixed principles to which

they may resort in such an emergency ; and perhaps some degree of mis-

take always gives Satan his principal advantage on these occasions. Ye-

men of the most sober mind and sound judgment, when in a better state

of bodily health than usual, and in all other respects most rational, have

experienced such distressing temptations of this kind, as they could scarce-

ly have believed on the report oj others ; and when delivered, they can-

not look back on the past without the greatest consternation.

Besides the vei-ses, by which Christian gave thanks to his great DeJi-

Terer, we meet in the old copies with these lines.

' A more unequal match can hardly be.

Christian must fight an angel ; but, you see,

The valiant man, by handling sword and shield,

Doth make him, though a dragon, quit the field.
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3V/C Valley of the Shadow of Death. 85

mediatel}^ He also sat down in that place to eat bread, and to

drink of that bottle that was given him a little before : so being

refreshed, he addressed himself to his journey with his sword

drawn in his hand ; for he said, I know not but some other

enemy may be at hand. But he met with no other affront from

Apollyon quite through this valley, (s)

Now at the end of this Valley was another, called the Valley

of the Shadow of Death, and Christian must needs go through

it, because the way to the Celestial City lay through the midst

of it. Now this Valley is a very solitary place. The prophet

Jeremiah thus describes it :
" A wilderness, a land of deserts

and of pits ; a land of drought, and of the shadow of death ; a

land that no man" (but a Christian) " passeth through, and

where no man dwelt,"*

Now here Christian was worse put to it than in his fight with

Apollyon ; as by the sequel you shall see. [t)

* Jer. ii. G.

(s) When the believer has obtained the victory over temptation, the

Lord will graciously heal all his wounds
; pardoning his sine, and renew-

ing his strength ami comfort ; so that the most distressing experiences are

often succeeded by the sweetest confidence and serenity of mind, and the
greatest alacrity in the ways of God.—' The leaves of the Tree of life,'*

represent the present benefits of the redemption of Christ : ' the hand""

may be the emblem of the instruments he employs in restoring to his dis-

couraged servants " ^he joy of his salvation.'" The believer thus heal-

ed, and refreshed by meditation on the death of Christ, and other reli-

gious exercises, rests not in one victory, but prepares for new conflicts

:

yet the enemy, once decidedly put to flighty seldom repeats the same as-

saults, at least for Rome time ; because he will generally find the victor

upon his guard on that side, though liable to be surprised in some other

way.
(t) The Valley of the Shadow of Death seems intended to represent a

variation of inwai d discouragement, distress, conflict and alarm, v. hich
arises from prevailing darkness of mind, and want of hvely spiritual af-

fections ; by which a man is rendered reluctant to religious duties, and
heartless in performing them ; and this makes way for manifold fears,

dangers, and temptations. The words, quoted from Jeremiah, describe

the waste howling wilderness, through which Israel journeyed to Canaan

;

which typified the believer's pilgrimage through this world to heaven.
The author therefore mean in general, that such dreary seasons may
be expected ; and that few believers wholly escape them : but not that
all experience these various trials in the same order or degree as Chris-
tian did.—While men rest in forms and notions, they think of little in

religious ordinances but performing a task, and the satisfaction of having
done their supposed duty : but the spiritual worshipper, at some seasons,

finds his soul filled with clear light and holy afiection ;
" It is then good

for him to draw niigh to God ;" and " his soul is satisfied as with marrow



d6 The Children of the Spies go back.

I saw then in my dream that when Christian was got to the

borders of the Shadow of Death, there met him two men, chil-

dren of them that brought up an evil report of the good land,*

making haste to go back ; to whom Christian spake as follows :

Whither are you going ?

They sijd, Back ! back ! and we would have you to do so

too, if either life or peace is prized by you.

Why ? what's the matter ? said Christian.

Matter ! said they, We were going that way as you are go-

ing, an<i went as far as we durst : and indeed we werealmost past

coming back : tor had we gone a little further we had not been

here to bring the news to thee.

* Num. xiii.

and fatnesp, while he praises his God with joyful lips :" but at other

time?, dulaess and heaviness oT)press him ; faith, hope, reverence and love,

are at a low ebb ; he seems to address an unknown or absent God, and
rather to mock than to worsJiip him ; divine things appear obscure and
almost unreal; and each returning season of devotion, or reiterated effort

to lift up his heart to God, ends in disappointment, so that religion be-

come? his burden instead of his delight. Self-knowledge is increased,

and he now perceives evils before unnoticed corrupting his services: his

remedy ^eerns to increase his disease : he suspects that his former joy was
a delusion, and is ready to conclude, that " God hath forgotten to be gra-

cious, and iiath shut up his loving kindness in diipleasure." The?e ex-
periences, sufficiently painful in themselves, are of\eu rendered more dis-

tressing, by mistaken expectations of uninterrupted comfort ; or by un-
scripHiral instructions, which represent comfort as tl e evidence of accept-
ance, asjurance as the essence of faith, impressions or visions as the
witness of the Spirit, or peilection as attainable in ti. is life, nay actually
attained by all the regenerate ;—as if this were the church triumphant,
and not the church militant.—The state of the bodj also, as disordered
by nervous or hyiiochondnacal affections, gives energl' to the distressing

conclusions which men often draw from this dark state ofmind : and in-

deed disease may operate a? a direct cause of it ; thouj h the Holy Spirit

will overcome this, and all other impediments to comfor\t, when " he sheds
abroad the love of God in the heart."—The Scriptures also evidently
teach us t^a« fallen spirits never iad, when permitted, t\o take advantage
of a disordered state, whether of body or mind, to mihead, perplex, or
defile ihe soul. Persons of a melancholic temperature, when not aware
of the particular causes whence tlieir gloom originate:?, Are apt to ascribe

it wholly lo the Lord's displeasure, on account of some ]j)eculiar sins they
have committed

; and to look upon it as a direct proof that they have
been self-aeluded hypocrites ; which exceedingly enhan ces their distress.

The author him^^elf had been greatly harassed in this w ly ; and therefore
he ha? given us a lars;er proportion of this shade than is generally met
with by consistpnt believers, or than the Scriptures give; us reason to ex-
pect. Indeed it is probable that he meant to state the o|utlines of his own
experience in the pilgrimage of Christian.

* Rev. xxii. 2.



The Q,uag and the Ditch fi7

But what have you met i^ith ? said Chnsttan.
Men. Why we were ahnost in the V;!lfey of the Shadow of

Death ;* but that by good hap we looked before us, and saw
the danger before we came to it.

But what have you seen ? said Christian.

Men. Seen I why the V alley itself, which is as dark as

pilch : we also saw there the hobgoblins, satyrs, -md dragons

of the pit : we heard also in that Valley continual howling and

yelling, as of a people under unutterable misery, who there

sat bound in affliction aTid irons ; and over that V.illey hang the

discouraging clouds of confusion : death also doth always

spread his wings over it.j In a word, it is every whit dread-

ful, being utterly without order.

Then said Christian, I perceive not yet, by what you have
said, but that this is my way to the desired haven.

Men. Be it thy way ; we will not choose i> for o'lrs.

So fbey parted ; and Christian went on his way, but still

%vith his sword drawn in his hand, for fear lest he stould be

assaulted, {u)

I saw then in my dream, so far as this Valley r*^ iched, there

was on the right hand a very deep Ditch ; that Ditch is it into

which the Wind hath led the blind in all ages, and ha^^e both

there miserably perished. Again, behold, on the leu hand

there was a very dangfrous Q,u;ig, into which if even a good

man falls, he finds no bottom for his foot to stand on; into that

* Psa. xliv. 19. t Jo^ i"- 5. x. 2i».

(w) These men were spies^ not Pilgrims : and they related what they
had observed at a distance, but had nevc-r experienced.—Thev repi-esent

tiiose who have been conversant with godly p'-ople and * bring" an evil

report on the good land,' to prejudice the minds of n'jm*^6.r? a^^diust th*»

right ways ofthe.Lord. Such men pretend to have made trial of reli^on, and
found it to be comfortless and dreary : they give a caricatured descriptiou

of the sighs, groans, terrors and distresses of pious ';»er?on^. and ci al? the

dreadful things to be seen and heard among them : and Ihoy avail t-- era-

selves of every unguarded or hyperbolical exnrepsioa, whic!» escapes a

tempted believer, of the enthusiastic accounts which some ]>eo::lcj give of
their experience ; and even of the fisrurative Ian-'" a:;e, v.'hicn i? often em-
ployed in speakin::^ of inward conflicts under images takeu Torr external

things. Thus they endeavour to excuse their own apostii- , Had ?o ex-
pose to contempt the cause which they have deserted. Nothinif Uic/ v-an

say, however, concerning the disorder or confusion to which 'eligion ;nay

sometimes give occasion^ can induce the Christian to con.-'lud: th?.c iie has

mistaken his way, or that it wo'ild b^- advisable for bin"' to turn back, or

deviate into any by-path : on the contrary their representations arc suited

10 excite his vigilance aod circumspectiou. ,



88 Christianas Perplexity

Q,iiag king David once di^ fall, and had, no doubt, therein been
smothered, had not he that is able plucked him out.*

The path-way was here also exceeding narrow, and there-

fore i^'ood Christian was the more put to it ; for when he sought

in the dark to shun the Ditch on the one hand, he was ready

to tip over into the mire on the other : also when he sought to

escape the mire, without great carefulness he would be ready

to fall mto the Ditch. Thus he went on, and I heard him here
sigh bitterly : for besides the dangers mentioned above, the

path-way was here so dark, that ofttimes when he lift up his

foot to set forward, he knew not where, nor upon what he
should set it next.

About the midst of the Valley, I perceived the mouth of hell to

be, and it stood also hard by the way-side. Now, thought Chris-

tian, what shall I do ? And ever and anon the flame and smoke
would come out in such abundance, with sparks and hideous

noises, (things that cared not for Chri-^tian's sword, *s did

Apollyon before,) that he was forced to put up his sword, and
betake himself to another weapon, called all-prayer: so he
cried in my hearing, "O Lord, I beseech thee deliver my soul.^j

Thus he went on a great while, yet still the flames would be
reaching towards him : also he heard doleful voices, and rush-

ings to and fro, so **".^.t sometimes he thought he should be torn

in pieces, or trodden down like mire in the streets. This
frightful sight was seen, and these dreadful noises were heard
by him for several miles together : and coming to a place

where he thou&ht he heard a company of fiends coming for-

ward to meet him, he stopt, and began to muse what he had
best to do. Sometimes he had half a thought to go back

;

then again he thought he might be half way through the val-

ley : he remembered also how he had already vanquished

many a danger ; and that the danger of going back might be
much more than for to go forward. So he resolved to go on :

yet the fiends seemed to come nearer and nearer : but when
they were come even almost at him. he cried out with a most
vehement voice, " I will walk in the strength of the Lord
God ;" so they gave back, and came no further." (w)

* Psa. Ixix. 14. t Psa. cxvi. 4. Eph. vi. 18.

(u) The fatal presumption, into which men are soothed, through igno-

rance and fabe doctrine of various kinds, is intended by the ' deep Ditch,'

into which " the blind lead the blind," and perish with them.—* The
dangerous Quig,' on the other side of the narrow way, represents the

opposite extreme, despair of God's mercy : and the mire of it agrees with



Christian did not know his own voice. S9

One thing I would not let slip : I took notice that now poor

Christian was so confounded that he did not know his own
voice ; and thus I perceived it . just when he was come over

against the mouth of the burning pit, one of the wicked ones

got behind him, and stept up softly to him, and whisperingly

the Slough of Despond.—In these opj>osite ways multitudes continually

perish ; some concluding that there is no fear, others that there is no hope.

But the danger to which a real believer is exposed, of verging towards
one of these extremes in times of inv/ard darkness and disconsolation, is

especially implied. They, who have had much opportunity of convers-

ing with persons professing the peculiar doctrines of the gospel, have met
with many who once were zealous and joyful : but their religious affec-

tions have declined ; their duties are comparatively scanty and formal

;

their walk unsteady, and their hearts cold and uncomfortable. They call

themselves backsliders, and complain of desertion : yet they have no
heart to use proper means of recovering their vigour and cheerfulness ;

but love to be soothed in their present condition ; and quiet themselves

by presuming they are true believers, and abusing the doctrine of final

perseverance.—Many of this cast are doubtless wholly deceived. But
even the true Christian, when greatly discouraged, may be powerfully
tempted to seek peace of mind, by ar;?uing with himself on the safety of

his state, or trying to be satisfied without his former zeal, activity, and
consolation : and Satan will find prompters to suggest to him, that this is

the case of all established believers, and that fervent love celongs only to

young converts, who are strangers to their own hearts. This is the more
plausible, because the increase of souiid judgment and abiding spiritual

affections abater that earnestness (often indiscreet and disproportioned,)'

which sprang from mere selfish principles : and v/hen religious profession

is so common as not to expose a man to reproach or persecution, many-
retain it, who have scarcely any appearance of spirituality, and who in-

fect others with their contagious converse and example. But, while the

well instructed, consistent believer, under the deepest discouragement,
dreads and shuns this presumption, he is liable to sink into despondency;
and may be led to condemn all his past experience as delusion, to rank
himself among the stony ground hearers, to conclude that it is useless

for him to pray or seek any more, and to lie down in enfeebling dejection.

And again, perceiving this danger, he finds it very difficult m the present

dark state of his soul, to avoid it, without seeming to abuse the free

grace of the gospel. This state of mind is attended by much distress

and perplexity, and makes way for many terrors and temptations : so that
tlivough a man be not perplexed with dou ^ts about the truth of the Scrip-

lures, he may be unable to make much use of them for his direction and
comfort ; and earnest instant prayer must be his only resource. Cases
sometimes occur, in which, through a concurrence of circumstances, this

trial continues and increases for some time : but the true Christian is, as

it were, constrained to press forward, and by faith he will at length put
his enemies to flight.—Some have thought that the general notions of ap-
paritions also was here alluded to, as giving the tempter an occasion of
increasing the terror of such persons as tire in that respect credulous and
timorous.

M 8*



90 Christian is comforted by hearing one speak.

suggested many grievous blasphemies to him, which he verily

thought had proceeded from his own mind. This put Chris-

tian more to it than any thing that he met with before ; even

to think that he should now blaspheme him that he loved so

much before
;
yet if he could have helped it he would not have

done it : but he had not the discretion either to stop his ears, or

to know from whence those blasphemies came, (x)

When Christian had travelled in this disconsolate condition

some considerable time, he thonght he heard the vx>ice of a

man, as going before him, saying, " Though 1 walk through the

valley of the shadow of death I will fear none ill, for thou art

with me."*
Then was he glad, and that for these reasons :—First, be

cause he gathered from thence, that some who feared God
were in this Valley as well as himself :—Secondly, for that he

perceived God was with them, though in that dark and dismal

state : and why not, thought he, with me ; though by reason ol

* Psa. xxiii. iv.

(t) The case here intended is not uncommon amou^ conscientious per-

lions of stron;^ imaginations, in circumstances of distressing temptation.

Thoughts dixe suddenly excited in their minds, with which'their previous

reflections had no connexion, eren as if words were spoken to them.

—

These suggestions are suited to induce them to think hardly of God, or

his serrice, or his decrees \ and this they abhor as direct blasphemy : or

to harass them with other hateful ideas ; which they consider as unpar

donably criminal, inconsistent with a state of grace, and a mark of final

reprobation. Yet did these suggestions accord to the state of their hearts

they would be defiling but not distressing ; and instead of rejecting them
at once with decided abhorrence, they would" give them entertainment,

and willingly employ their thoughts about them, as far as they dared :

*' for the carnal mind is enmity against God," and can only be deterred

from blasphemy, on many occasions, by the dread of his vengeance : so

that the distress they experience is exactly proportioned to the degree in

which they have learned to love God, and hate every thing displeasing

and dishonourable to him ; and is itself an evidence of their conversion.

Our author had been so much baffled by this stratagem of the tempter.

that it would have been extraordinary had he omitted it : for the sub-

sequent discovery he made of his mistake, and of the way of resisting the

devil in this case, qualified him to give suitable cautions to others.—The
intrusion of evil thoughts should excite us to greater earnestness in prayer,

pious meditations, or adoring praise- ; for this, above all things, will hb

found to close the mind most effectually against them.

The following lines come in here as before :

—

' Poor man I where art thou now ? thy day is night:

Good man, be not cast down, thou yet art right.

The way to heav'n lies by the gates of hell

:

Cheer up, hold out, with thee it shall go welL"'



The day breaks^ and cheers Christian. 91

the impediment that attends this place , I cannot perceive it ?*

—Thirdly, for that he hoped (could he overtake them) to have

company by and by.—So he went on, and called to him that

was before : but he knew not what to answer ; for that he

also thought himself to be alone. And by and by the day

broke : then said Christian, '* He hath turned the shadow of

death into the morning."! (y)
Now morning being come, he looked back, not of desire to

return, but to see by the hght of the day what hazards he had

gone through in the dark : so he saw more perfectly the Ditch

that was on the one hand, and the Quag that was on the other
;

also how narrow the way was which lay betwixt them both :

also now he saw the hobgoblins, and satyrs, and dragons of the

pit, but all afar off, for after break of the day they came not

nigh
;
yet they were discovered to him, according to that

which is written, " He discovereth deep things out of dark-

ness, and bringeth out to hght the shadow of death. "|
Now was Christian much affected with his deliverance from

all the dangers of his solitary way ; which dangers, though he
feared them more before, yet he saw them more clearly now,
because the hght of the day made them conspicuous to him.

And about this time the sun was rising ; and this was another

mercy to Christian ; for you must note, that though the first

part of the Valley of the Shadow of Death was dangerous
;
yet

this second part, which he was yet to go, was, if possible, far

more dangerous ; for, from the place where he now stood,

even to the end of the Valley, the way was all along set so full

of snares, traps, gins and nets here ; and so full of pits, pitfalls,

deep holes, and shelvings down there ; that had it now been
dark, as it was when he came the first part of the way, had he
had a thousand souls they had in reason been cast away : but,

as I said, just now the sun was rising. Then said he, " Hi«

* Job ix. 11. t Arr.os v. 8. 4 Job xii. 22.

(?/) Few things more efTectvially support the tempted, than to lecirn

that others, whom they conirider a? behevers, have been or are in similar

circumstances : for the idea, that such a slate ol mind is inconsistent with
true faith, °:ives the enemy his prinrnpal advantage. ludeet!, this often

proves the means of their deliverance : for in due reason that light, af-

fection, and consolation, for which they have long mourned, thirsted,

prayed, and waited, will be vouchsafed tliem ; and the review of tlie dan-
gers they have escaped, now more clearly discerned than before, will en-
large their hearts with admiring gratitude to their great «nd ^raciot
Deliverer.



'9i Two Giants, Pope and Pagan.

candle shineth on my head, and by his light I go through dark-

ness^"* (z)

In this light therefore he came to the end of the Valley.

Now I saw in my dream, that at the end of this Valley lay

blood, bones, ashes, and mangled bodies of men, even of Pjl

grims that had gone this way formerly ; and while I was mus-
ing what should be the reason. I espied a little before me a

cave, where two giants, Pope and Pagan, dwelt in old time ; by
whose power and tyranny the men, whose bones, blood, ashes,

&;c. lay there, were cruelly put to death. But by this place

Christian went without much danger, whereat I somewhat won-
dered : but I have learnt since, that Pagan has been dead many
a day ; and, as for the other, though he be yet alive, he is, by
reason of age, and also of the many shrewd brushes that he met
with in his younger days, grown so crazy and stiff in his joints,

that he can now do little more than sit in his cave's mouth
grinning at Pilgrims as they go by, and biting his nails because

he cannot come at them.

So 1 saw that Christian went on his way
;

yet, at the sight

of the old man, that sat in the mouth of the cave, he could not

tell what to think ; especially because he spake to him, though

he could not go after him, saying, ' You will never mend till

more of you be burned.' But he held his peace, and seta

good face on it, and so went by and caught no hurt, (a) Then
sang Christian,

* Job xxix. 3.

(s) Various interpretations are given of this second part of the Valley,

which only show, that the author's precise idea in it, lies more remote

from general apprehension, than in other passages : for they all coin-

cide with some of the difficulties or dangers that are clearly described un-

der other emblems.—In general we are taught by it, that believers are

not most in danger when under the deepest distress ; that the snares and
derices of the enemy are so many and various, through the several stages

of our pilgrimage, as to baffle all description or enumeration; and that

all the emblems of the Valley of Humiliation, and of the Shadow of

Death, could not fully represent the thousandth part of them. Were it

not, therefore, that the Lord undertakes to guide his people, by the light

of his word and Spirit, they never could possibly escape them all,

(a) The inhabitants of Britain are not thought to be in any immediatt

danger, either from Pope or Pagan. Yet something very like the philo-

sophical part of paganism seems to be rising from the dead ; a«d as, even
by the confession of the late king of Prussia, who was a steady friend to

the philosophical infidels, they * are by no means favourable to generj^

toleration,' it is not improbable biU jsagan persecution may also in due



Christian overtakes Faithful. 93

* O world ofwonders ! (1 can say no less)

That I should be preserv'd in that distress

That I have met with here ? O blessed be
That hand that from it hath deliv^er'd me

!

Dangers in darkness, devils, hell and sin,

Did compass me-, while I this vale was in :

Yea, snares, and pits, and traps, and nets, did lie

My path about, that worthless silly I

Might have been catch'd, entangled, and cast down :

But, since I live, let Jesus wear the crown.'

Now as Christian went on his way he came to a little ascent,

which was cast up on purpose that Pilgrims might see before

them. Up there, therefore, Christian went ; and looking for-

ward he saw Faithful before him upon his journey. Then
saia Christian aloud, ' Ho ho, so ho ; stay, and I will be your
companion.' At that Faithful looked behind him ; to whom
Christian cried ngain, ' Stay, stay, till I come up to you,' but

Faithful answered. 'No, I am upon my life, and the avenger of

blood is behind me.'

At this Christian was somewhat moved, and putting to all his

strength he quickly got up with Faithful, and did also overrun

him ; so the last was first. Then did Christian vainglorious-

ly smile, because he had gotten the start of his brother

:

but not taking good heed to his feet, he suddenly stumbled and

fell, and could not rise again until Faithful came up to help

him. (6)

time revive. Nay, it may be questioned, whether popery may not yet

so far recover its vigour, as to make one more alarming struggle against

vital Christianity, before that Man of Sin be finally destroyed.—Our
author however, has described no other persecution than what protes-

tants m his time carried on against one another with very great alacrity.

(6) This ascent may denote those moments of encouragemeut, in which
tempted believers rise superior to their difPculties : and are animated to

desire the company of their brethren, whom dejection under humiliating

experiences disposes them to shun.—The conduct of Christian intimates,

that believers are sometimes ready to hinder one another, by making
their own attainments and progress a standard for their brethren ; but
the lively exercise of faith renders men intent on pressing forward, and
more apt to fear the society of such as would influence them to loiter,

than to stop for them. This tends to excite useful emulation : but, while
it promotes diligence, it often gives occasion to those risings of vainglory

and self-preference, which are the forerunners of some humiliating fall

:

and thus believers often feel their need of help from those very persons

whom they have foolishly undervalued. Yet thi? gives occasion to those

mutual good offices,, which unite them more closely in the nearest ties of

tender affection.



^94 They converse about their City.

Then I saw in my dream, they went very lovingly on toge-

ther, and had sweet discourse of all things that had happened to

them in their pilgrimage : and thus Christian began.

My honoured and well-beloved brother Faithful, I am glad

that I have overtaken you ; and that God has so tempered our

spirits that we can walk as companions in this so pleasant a path.

Faith. I had thought, dear friend, to have had your compa-

ny quite from our town, but you did get the start of me •

wherefore I was forced to come thus much of the way alone.

Chr. How long did you stay in the City of Destruction, be-

fore yorf^.t out after me on your pilgrimage ?

Faith. Till I could stay no longer ; for there was great

talk presently after you was gooe out, that our city would in a

short time with fire from heaven be burned down to the

ground.

Chr. What ! did your neighbours talk so ?

Fai^h. Yes, it was for a while in every boHy's mouth.

Chr. What ! and did no more of them but you come out to

escape the danger ?

Faith. Though there was. as I said, a great talk thereabout,

yet I do not think they did firmly believe it. For in the heat

of the discourse, I heard some ot them deridingly speak of you
and of your desperate journey, for so they called this your pil

griraage. But I did believe, and dos till, that the end of our city

will be with fire and brimstoue from above ; and therefore I

have made mine escape, (c)

Chr. Did you hear no talk of neighbour Pliable ?

Faith. Yes, Christian, I heard that he followed you till he

(c) This episode, so to speak, and others of the patne kind, give our
author a happy advantage of varying the characters and experiences ol

Christians, aa found in real life ; and of thus avoiding the common fault

of making one man a standard for otliers. in the circumstances of his re-

ligious progress.—It often hapr*'ns, that they who have been acquainted

before their conversion, and he&r little of each other for some time after,

find at length that they were led to attend to religion about the same pe-

riod, without having opportunity or courage to confer together respect-

ing it. The decided separation of a sinner from his old companions and
pursuits, to walk with God in all his ordinances and commandments,
from avowed dread of " the wrath to come," as well as the hope of eter-

nal life, frequently excites serious thoughts in the minds of others, which
they are not able wholly to shake off. In many indeed this is a mere
transient alarm, insufficient to overcome the propensities of the carnal

mind : but when it arises from a real belief of God's testimopy, ij will

at length produce a happy change.



Christian inquires concerning Pliable. 95

came at the Slough o{ Despond ; where, as some said, he fell

in ; but he would not be known to have so done ; but I am sure

he was soundly bedabbled with that kind of dirt.

Chr. And what said the neighbours to him ?

Faith. He hath since his going back been had greatly in de-

rision, and that among all sorts of people ; some do mock and

despise him, and scarce will any set him on work. He is now
seven times worse than if he had never gone out of the city.

Chr. But why should they be so set against him, since they

also despised the way that he forsook ?

Faith. Oh, they say, ' Hang him ; he is a turncoat ! he was

not true to his profession.' I think God has stirred up even

his enemies to hiss at him, and make him a proverb, because he
hath forsaken the way.*

Chr. Had you no talk with him before you came out ?

Faith. I met him once in the streets, but he leered away on

the other side, as one ashamed of what he had done : so 1

spake not (o him.

Chr. Well, at my first setting out I had hopes of that man ;

but now I fear he will perish in the overthrow of the city : for

" it hath happened to him according to the true proverb, Tho
dog is turned to his vomit again ; and the sow that was washed
to her wallowing in the mire.'t

Faith. They are my fears ot" him too : but who can hinder

that which will be ?

Well, neighbour Faithful, said Christian, let us leave him,

and talk of things that more immediately concern ourselves, (d)

Tell me now what you have met with in the way as you
came : for I know you have met with some thmgs, or else it

may be writ for a wonder.
Faith. I escaped the Slough of Despond that I perceive you

fell into, and got up to the Gate without that danger ; only I

met with one, whose name was Wanton, that had like to have
done me a nrdschief.

* Jer. xxix. 18, 19. 1 2 Pet. ii. 22.

(rf) Apostates are often ashamed to own they have had convictions.

—

Even their former companions assume a superiority over them, do not
think them hearty in the cause of ungodliness, and despise their cowar-
dice and instability : while feelm;^ that they want an apology, they have
recourse to lies and slanders with abject servility.—On the other hand
they shun religious people, as afraid of encountering their arguments,
warnings, and expostulations ; and thus are in all respects exceedingly
contemptible and wretched.



96 Christian converses with Faithful.

Ckr. It was well you escaped her net : Joseph was hard put

to it by her, and he escaped her as you did ; but it had like to

have cost him his hfe.* But what did she do to you ?

Faith. You cannot think, but that you know something, what

a flattering tongue she had ; she lay at me hard to turn aside

with her, promising me all manner of content.

Chr. Nay, she did not promise jou the content of a good

conscience.

Faith. You know what I mean ; all carnal and fleshly con-

tent.

Chr. Thank God yx)u have escaped her :
" the abhorred of

the Lord shall fall into her ditch. "t

Faith. Nay, 1 know not whether I did wholly escape her

or no.

Chr. Why, I trow you did not consent to her desires ?

Faith. No, not to detile myself, for I remembered an old wri-

ting that I had seen , which saith, " her steps take hold of hell."l

So I shut mine eyes, becnuse I would not be bewitched with

her looks :—then she r.iiled on me, and I went my ^lay. (c)

Chr. Did you meet with no other assault as you came ?

Faith. When i came to the foot of the hill called Difliculty,

I met with a very aged m;m, who asked me what I was, and

whither bound ? I told him that I was a Pilgrim going to the

Celestial City. Then said the old man. Thou lookest like an

honest fellow : wilt thou be content to dwell with me for the

wages that I shall give thee ? Then I asked him his name, and

where he dwelt ? He said his name was Adam the First, and that

he dwejt in the town of Deceit.§ I asked htm then what was his

work ? and what the wages that he would give ? He told me,
that his work was many delights ; and his wages, that I should

be his heir at last. I further asked him, what house he kept,

and what other servants he had ? So he told me, that his house

-'' Gen. xxxix. 11— 13. t Prov. xxiii. 14. ^ Prov. v. 5. Jobxxxi, 1

5 Eph. iv. 22.

(e) Some men are preserved from desponding fears, and the suggestions;

of worldly wisdom, by receiving more distinct views of the truths of th*

gospel ; and thus they proceed with less hesitation and interruption, is

staking to Christ for salvation : yet, perhaps, their temperature, turn ol

mind, habits of life, and peculiar situation, render them more accessible

to temptations of another sort ; and they are more in danger from the
fascinations of fleshly lusts. Thus in different ways the Lord makes his

people sensible of their depravity, weakness, and exposed situation ; while
he so moderates the temptation, or interposes for their deliverance, that

they are preserved, and taught to ascribe all the glory to his name.
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was maintained with all the dainties in the world : and that his

servants were those of his own begetting. Then 1 asked how
many children he had ? He said that he hpd but three di^igh-

ters, " the Last ofthefleshy the Lust of the eyes^ and the Pride of
7?ye;"* and that I should marry one ofthem if I would. Then I

asked how long time he would have me to live with him ? And
he told me, as long as he lived himself.

Chr. Well, and what conclusion came the Old man and you
to at last ?

Faith. Why, at first I found myself somewhat inclinable to

go with the maa, for I thought he spake very fair ; but looking

in his forehead as I talked with him, I saw there written,

" Put offthe old man with his deeds."

Chr. And how then ?

Faith. Then it came burning hot into my mind, whatever he
said, and however he flattered, when he got me home to his

house, he would sell me for a sl<^ve. So 1 bid him forbear to

talk, for I would not come near the door of his house. Then
he reviled me, and told me, that he would send such a one after

me that should make my way bitter to my soul. So I turned to

go away from him ; but just ais I turned myself to go thence, 1

felt him take hold of my flesh, and gave me such a deadly

t\¥]tch back, that I thought he had pulled part of me after him-

self ; this made me cry, *' O wretched man T'f—So I went on

my way up the hill. (/)
Now, when I had got about half way up, I looked behind

me, and saw one coming after me, swift as the wind ; so he

©vertook me just about the place where the settle stands.

Just there, said Christian, did 1 sit down to rest me ; but

* 1 John ii. 16. t Rom. vii. 24.

(/) Those Christians, who, by strong faith or assured hope, endure
hardships more cheerfully than their brethren, may sometimes be expos-

ed to greater danger from the alluremei ts of outward objects. Deep
humiliation and great anxiety about the event, in many instances, tend to

repress the lusts of the heart by supplying a continual succession of other

thoughts and cares ; while constant encouragement, readily attained, too

often leads a man to experience them more forcibly. Nay, the same
persons, who under pressing solicitude seem to be entirely delivered from
some peculiar corruptions, find them revive and become very importu-
nate when they have obtained more confidence about their salvation.

—

The Old Adam, the corrupt nature, proves a constant snare to many be-

lievers, by its thirsting after the pleasures, riches, honours, and pride of

the world ; nor can the victory be secured without great difficulty and
trouble, and strong faith and fervent prayer.

N 9
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being overcome with sleep, I there lost the Roll out ofmj
bosom.

Faith. But, good, brother, hear me out : so soon as the man
overtook me, he was but a woitl and a blow, for down he
knocked me, and laid me for dead. But when I was a little

come to myself again, I asked him wherefore he served me
so ? He said, because of my secret inclining to Adam the First

:

and with that he struck me another deadly blow on the breast,

and beat me flown backward : so 1 lay at his foot as dead as

before. So when I came to invself ag^inl cried him mercy :

but he said, I kaow not how to show mercy ; and with that

knocked me down again. He had doubtless made an end ofme,
but that one came by and.bid him forbear.

Chr. Who was it that bid him forbear ?

Faith. I did not know him at first, but as he went by I per-

ceived the ti.lles in his hands and in his side : then I conclud-

ed th^t he wa« our Lord.. So 1 went up the hill.
*

Chr. Thfit m;in that overtook you Wii?; Mo^^es. He spareth

none, neither knowetb he how,to show mercy to those that

transgress his law.

Faith. I know it very well ; it was not the first time that he
has met with me. It was he thafcame to me when I dwelt

securely .d home, and that told me 'he would burn my house

over my head if I staid there, (g)
Chr. H'.it did you not see the house thv-.t stjod there on the

top of th it hill on the side of which Moses met vou '

is) ^^^ tloctrine of Mose? did not essentially differ from that of Christ

:

but the S'vin;;. of the law. that ministratiou of condemnation to all sin-

ners, formeu so prominent a part of his dispensation, in which the gospaJ

was exhil-ied iuder types and shallows, that " the law'' is said to have
been " given by Moses,*' while " jrrace and truth came by Jesus Christ ;"

especially, as the shadow? were of no further use when the Substance

"was come. ' Even such desires of things forbidden as are effectually op-

posed and repressed, being contrary to the spirituality of the precept
" TTiou shalt no\ co^ et," often greatly discourage the new conrert, who
does not duly recollect, that tlie gospel is intended to relieve those wko
feel thenisehe* justly condemned by the law. Yet these terrors prove

the occasion of deeper humiliation, and greater simplicity of dependence
on the raercv ofGod in Christ Jesus, as ''the end of the law for righteous-

ness to every one that believeth." ?^Iany for a time escape discourage-

merft, bePA"«.=" ihey ai'e but superficially acquainted with their own hearts

;

yet !t is pro er they should be further instructed by such conflicts as are

here described. ;n order to t'teir greater stability, tenderness of conscience,

and cr>mpassion for their brethren, in the subsequent part of their pil-

gprimage.
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Faith Yes, and the lions too, before I came at it : but, foj*

the lions, I think they were asleep ; for it was aboat noon :

—

and, because I had so much of the day before me, I passed by
the Porter and came down the hill, (h)

Chr. He told me, indeed, that he saw you go by ; but I wish
you had called at the house, for they would h^ve sbowed you
so many rarities, that you would scarce have forgot them
to the day of your death. But pray tell me, did you meet no-
body in the V.alley of Humility ?

Faith Yes, I met with one Discontent, who would wiUingly

have persuaded me to go back again with him. : his reason

was, for that the Valley was altogether without honour. He
told me, moreover, that there to go was the way tc (Usobiige all

my friends, as Pride, Arrogancy, Self-conceit, VVorkiiy-glory,

with others, who he knew, as he said, would he very much
offended if'tmade such a fool of myself as to waUe tiirough

this Valley.

Chr. Well, and h.o\y did you answer him ?

Faith. I told him that, although all these that he named
might claim kindred of me, and that rightly, (for indeed they
were my relations according to the flesh ;) yet smce I became
a Pilgrim they have disowned me, as I also have'* rejected them,
and therefore they are to me now no more than if tney had
never been of my lineage. I toid him, moreover, that as to

this V^alley, he had quite misrepresented the thing ; for " be-
fore honour is humility," "and a haughty spirit bt?i"ore a fall."

Therefore, said 1, i had rather go through this Valley to the
honour that was so accounted by the wisest, than choose that

which he esteemed most worthyour affectio^is. (i)'

Chr. Met you with nothing else in that Vidh^y ?

(n) This circamstance seea?g to imply that, in our author's judgment,
even eminent believers sometimes declme entering^ into communioD n'ith

their brethren, accordins: to his vieivs of it ; aad that very lively hfliiotions

and strong consolations may render thern less attentive to 'ixterna.ls. In-
deed he deemed this a disadvantage and a mistake^ (which seems intimat-
ed by FaithfuPs not calling either at the House of the Interpreter, or at
the house Beautiful,) yet thai is not sufficient reason why other Chris-
tians should not cordially unite with them. This is a beaulifiii example
of that candour, in respect of those things about which pious persons dif-

fer, that consists with decided firnmeas in the great essentials of faith and
holiness.

{%) While some believers are most tried with inward fears and con-
flicts, others are more temp*^ed to repine at the outward degradation, re-

Drcach or ridicukj.to which .-eligion exposes them. A man, perhaps, at



100 Faithful is assaulted hy Sliame.

Faith. Yes, I met with Shame ; but of all the men that I

met with in my pilgrimage, he, I think, bears the wrong name.
The other would be said nay, after a little argumentation and
somewhat else : but this bold-faced Shame would never have
done.

Chr. Why, what did he say to you ?

Faith. What ! why he objected against religion itself. He
said. It was a pitiful, low, sneaking business for a man to mintl

religion : he said, that a tender conscience was an unmanly
thing ; and that for a man to watch over his words and ways,
so as to tie up himself from that hectoring liberty that the

brave spirits of the times accustom themselves unto, would
make him the ridicule of the times. He objected also, that

but few of the mighty, rich, or wise, were ever of my opinion
;

nor any of them neither, before they were persuaded to be
fools, and to be of a voluntary fondness to venture the loss' of

all for nobody else knows what.* He moreover objected the

base and low estate and condition of tliose that were chiefly

the Pilgrims of the times in which they lived ; also their igno-

rance, and want of understanding in all natural science. Yea, he
did hold me to it at that rate also about a great many more things

than here I relate ; as, that it was a shame to sit whining

and mourning under a sermon, and a shame to come sighing and

groaning home ; that it was a shame to ask my neighbour for-

giveness for petty faults, or to make restitution where I had
taken from any. He said also, that religion made a man grow
strange to the great, because of a few vices, (which he called by
finer names ;) and made him own and respect the base, be-

* John Tii. 48. 1 Cor. i. 26. iii. 18. Phjl. iii. 7—9.
•

first, may flatter himself with the hope of avoiding the peculiarities and
extravagances, which have brought enmity or contempt on some profes-

sors of the gospel ; and of insuring respect and affection, by caution, up-
rightness, and benevolence : but further experience and knowledge con-

strain him to adopt and avow sentiments, and associate with persons,

that the world despises. And, seeing himself invincibly impelled by his

conscience, to a line of conduct which insures the reproach of enthusiasm
and folly, the loss of friends, and manifold mortifications, he is powerfully
assaulted by discontent ; and tempted to repine, that the way to heaven
lies through such humiliations and worldly disappointments : till the con-

siderations, adduced in Faithful's answer, enable him at length to over-

come this assailant, and to " seek the honour that cometh from God
only."
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cause of the same religious fraternity ; and is not this, said he«

a shame ?

Chr. And what aid you say to him .

Faith. Say ! I could not tell what to say at first. Yea, he
put me so to it that my blood came up in my face ; even this

Shame fetched it up, and had almost beat me quite off. But at

last I began to consider that " that which is highly esteemed
among men is had in abomination with God."* And 1 thought

again, this Shame tells me what men are ; but it tells me no-

thing what God or the word of God is. And I thought, more-
over, that at the day of doom we shall not be doomed to death

or life, according to the hectoring spirits of the world, but ac-

cording to the wisdom and law of the Highest. Therefore,

thought I, what God says is best, is best, though all the men in

the world are against it : seeing then that God prefers his re-

ligion ; seeing God prefers a tender conscience ; seeing

they that make themselves fools for the kingdom of hea-

ven are wisest ; and that the poor man that loveth Christ

is richer than the greatest man in the world that hates

him ; Shame, depart, thou art an enemy to my salvation;

shall I entertain thee against my sovereign Lord ? how then

shall 1 look him in the face at his coming ? Should I now be
ashamed of his ways and servants, how can I expect the bless-

mg ?t But indeed this Shame was a bold villain ;' 1 could

scarcely shake him out of my company : yea, he would be
Haunting of me, and continually whispering me in the ear,

with some one or other of the infirmities that attend religion :

but at last I told him, it was but in vain to attempt further in

this business ; for those things' that he disdained, in those did I

see most glory : and so at last I got past this importunate

one. (A:)

* Luke xti. 15. t Mark viii. 38.

(fc) Persona of a peculiar turn of mind, when enabled to overcome
temptations to discontent about worldly degradation, are exceedingly

prone to be influenced by a false shame, aud to profess religion with k
timid caution ; to be afraid of declaring their sentiments with freedom in

some places and companies, even when the most favourable opportunity
occurs ; to shun in part the society of those whpm they most love ana
c-steem, lest they should be involved in the contempt cast on them ; tu

be reserved and inconstant in attending on the ordinances of God, enter-

in» a protest against vice and irreligion, bearing testimony to the truth,

and nttemptin^: to promote the gospel : being apprehensive lest these

things should deduct from their reputation for good sense, prudence,

learning, or liberality of mind. 3Ien, who are least exposed to those con-

9*



102 Shame must be repelled by Prayer,

And when I had shaken hina off, then I began to sing

The trials that those men do meet withal,

That are obedient to the heavenly call,

Are manifold and suited to the flesh,

And come, and come, and come again afresh ;

That now, or sometime else, we by them may
Be taken, overcome, arid cast away.

,
O let the Pilgrims, let the Pilgrims then

Be vigilant, and quit themselves like men.'

CJir. 1 am glad, my brother, that thou didst withstand this

villain so bravely ; for of all, as thou sayest, I think he has the

wrong name : for he is so bold as to follow us iti the streets,

and to attempt to put us to shame before all men ; that is, to

make us ashamed of that which is good. But if he was not

himself audacious, he would never attempt to do as he does; but

let us still resist him ; for, notwithstanding all his bravadoes-,

he promoteth the fool, and none else. " The wise shall in-

herit glory," said Solomon ;
" but shame shall be the promo-

tion of fools."*

Faith. I think we must cry to him for help against Shame,

that would have us be " valiantfor truth upon the earth."

'* Prov. iii. 35.

flicts in which Christian was engaged, are often most baffled by this ene-

my : nor can others readily make proper allowances for them in this case,

any more than they can for such as experience those dark temptations of

which they have no conception. Constitution, habits, connexions, ex-

tensive acquaintance with mankind, and an excessive sensibility, united

to that pride which is common to man, continually suggest objections to

every thing the world despises, which they can hardly answer to them-
selves, and excite such alarms as they cannot surmount : while a delicate

sense of propriety, and the specious name of prudence, supply them with

a. kind of half excuse for their timidity. The constant trouble which
this criminal and imreasonable shame occasions some persons, contrary

to their judgment, endeavours and prayers, gave our author the idea,

that ' this enemy bears a wrong name.' Many a suggestion made to the

mind in this respect from time to time, is sojiatural, and has so strong a

party within, (especially in those who are more desirous of honour than

of wealth or pleasure;) that men can scarcely help feeling for the mo-
ment as if there were truth in it, though they know upon reflection that

it is most irrational. Nay, these feelings insensibly warp their conduct ;

though ihey are continually self-condemned on the retrospect. There
are some who hardly ever get the better of this false shame ; and it often

brings their sincerity into doubt, both with themselves and others : but
flourishing Christians at length in good measure rise superior to it, by
such considerations as are here adduced, and by earnest persevering

prayer.
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'Chr. You say true : but did you meet nobody else in that

Valley ?

Faith. No, not I ; for I had sun-shine all the rest of the

way through that, and also through the Valley of the Shadoir

of Death. (/)

Chr. It was well for you ; I am sure it fared far otherwise

with me : I had for a long season, as soon almost as I entered

into that Valley, a dreadful combat with that foul fiend Apol-

lyon
;
yea, I thought verily he would have killed me, especi-

ally when he got me down and crushed me under him as if he
would have crushed me to pieces : for as he threw me, my
sword flew out of my hand ; nay, he told me he was sure

of me ; but "I cried to God, and he heard me, and delivered

me out of all my troubles." Then I entered into the Valley

of the Shadow of Death, and had no light for almost half the

way through it. I thought I should have been killed there

over and over : but at last day brake, and the sun rose, and I

went through that which was behind with far more ease and
quiet.

. Moreover, I saw in my dream, that as they went on, Faith-

ful, as he chanced to look on one side, saw si man, whose name
was Talkative, walking at a distance beside them ; for in this

place there was room enough for them all to walk. He was
a tall man, and something more comely at a distance than at

hand. To this man Faithful addressed himself in this

manner : (m)

(/) Christian in great measure esclped the peculiar temptations that

assaulted Faithful
; yet he sympathized with him : nor did the latter

deem the gloomy experiences of his brother visionary or imao;inative,

though he had been exempted from them. One man, from a complication
of causes, is exposed to temptations ofwhich another is ignorant ; and in

this ca'se he needs much sympathy, which he seldom meets with : while
they, who are serere on him, are liable to be baffled in another way,
which, for want of confidence in habit, temperature, and situation, he is

equally prone to disregard. Thus Christians are often led reciprocally

to censure, suspect, or dislike each other, on those very grounds which
should render them useful and encouraging counsellors and companions I

(m) The character here introduced, under a most expressive name, is

an admirable portrait, drawn by a masterly hand from some striking

original, but exactly resembling numbers in every age and place, where
the truths of the ggspel are generally known.—Talkative is not so calied

merely from his loquacity ; but also from the peculiaritr/ ofhis religious

profession, which gives scope to his natural propensity, by furnishing

him with a copious subject, and enabling him to display his talents, or

*eek credit among pious persons, without the trouble and expense of



1 04 Talkative's plausible Discourse Tuiih Faithful

Friend, whither away ? are you going to the heavenly
country ?

Talk, I am going to that same place.

Faith. That is w«ll ; then I hope we may have your good
company ?

Talk. With a very good will, will I be your companion
Faith. Come on then, and let us go together, and let us

spiend our time in discoursing of things that are profitable.

Talk. To talk of things that are good, to me is very accepta-

ble, with you or with any other ; and I am glad that I

have with me those that incline to so good a work. For, to

speak the truth, there are but few that care thus to spend their

time as they are in their travels ; but choose much rather to

be speakmg of things to no profit : and this hath been a trou-

ble to me. !

^

Faith. That is indeed a thing to be lamented : for what
things so worthy of the use of the tongue and mouth of men
on. earth, as are the things of the God of heaven ? ,

Talk. I hke you wonderful well, for your saying is full of

conviction : and, I will add, what thing, is so pleasant, and

what so profitable, as to talk of the things of God ?

What things so pleasant ? that is, if a man hath any delight

in things that are wounderfiil : for Instance, if a man doth de-

light to talk of the history or the mystery of things ; or if a

man doth love to talk of miracles, wond'er», or signs ; where
shall he find things recorded so delightful, and so sweetly pen-

ned, as in the Holy Scripture ?
,

. «.

Faith. That's true: but t^ be profited by such things, in

our talk, should be that which we desi;i^n.

Talk. That is it that I said ; for to talk of such things is most
profitable : for by so doing a man may get knowledge of many
things ; as, of the vanity (3i earthly things, ;ind the benefit of

things above. Thus in general, but more particularly, by this

a man may learn the necessity of the new birth ; the insufii-

practical godliness. Such vain talkers especially appearwheu reli^imis pro-

fession is safe, and reputable, and. even in m^ny cases conducive to secular

advantage. They may, therefore, be expected in' our age and nation,

particularly in populou? places, whefe the preaching cr profession of any
doctrine excites little attention or surprise, but insu;'e3 regard and fa-

vour from a numerous body who hold the same opinions. Such men
appear afiore o</ier5, pushing themselves iuto notice, and becoming more
conspicuous than humble believers : but their profession, specious at -a

distance, will not endure a near and stnct investigation.
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ciency of our works ; the need of Christ's righteousness, &c.

Besides, by this a man may learn by talk what it is to repent,

to believe, to pray, to suffer, or the like : by this also a man
may learn what are the great promises and consolations of the

gospel, to his own comfort. Further, by this a man may
learn to refute false opinions, to vindicate the truth, and also

to instruct the ignorant.
^

Faith. All this is true, and glad am I to hear these things

from you.

Talk. Alas ! the want of this is the cause that so few un-

derstand the need of faith, and the necessity of a work of grace

in their soul, in order to eternal life ; but ignorantly live in

the works of the law, by which a man pan by no means obtain

the kingdom of heaven.

Faith. But by your leave, heavenly knowledge of these is

the gift of God ; no man attaineth to them by human industry,

or only by the talk of them.

Talk. All this I know very well : for a man can receive no-

thing except it be given him from heaven ; all is of grace, not

of works : I could give you a hundred Scriptures for the con-

firmation of this.

Well then, sjiid Faithful, what is that one thing that we shall

at this time found our discourse upon ?

Talk. What you will ; I will talk of things heavenly or

things Earthly ; things moral or things evangelical ; things

sacred or things profane ; things past or things to come ; things

foreign or things at home ; things more essential or things cir-

cumstantial
;
provided that all be done to our profit.

Now did Faithful begin to wonder ; and stepping to Chris-

tian, (for he walked all this while by himself) he said to him,

but softly. What a brave companion have we got ! Surely this

man will make a very excellent Pilgrim, (n)

(n) Zealous Christians, who are not well established in judgment and
experience, are often greatly taken with the discourse of persons, who
speak fluently and plausibly on various subjects, with a semblance of
truth and piety : and they sometimes feeU as it were, a defect in their

harangues, which makes them hesitate, though they are easily satisfied

with specious explanations.—Talkative's discourse is copied, with sur-

prising exactness, from that of numbers who learn doclrinally to discuss

even experimental subjects, of which they never felt the energy and effi-

cacy in their own souls. Men of this stamp can take up any point in re-

ligion with great ease, and speak on it in an ostentatious manner : but the
humble believer forgets hirtiselj\ while from his heart he expatiates on
tppica which he longs to recommend to those whom he addresses. Hu

o



106 Faithful undeceived by Cliristian.

At this Christian modestly smiled, and said, This man, with
whom you are so taken, will beguile with this tongue of his

twenty of them that know him not.

Faith. Do you know him then ?

Chr. Kow him I yes, better than he knows himself.

Faith. Pray what is he ?

Chr. His name is Talkative ; he dwelt in our town. I

wonder that you should be a stranger to him ; only I consider
that our town is large.

Faith. Whose <5on is^he ? and whereabout doth he dwell ?

Chr. He is a son. of one Say-well, he dwelt in Prating-row
;

and he is known of all that are acquainted with him, by tlie

name of Talkative, iq Prating-row ; and notwithstanding his

fme tongue, he is but a sorry fellow.

Faith. Well, he seems to be a very pretty man.
Chr. That is, to them that have not thorough acquaintance

with him ; for he is best abro ui, near home he is ugly enough :

your saying that he is a pretty man, brings to my mind what I

have observed in the work' of the piiinter, whose pictures show
best at a distance, but very near more unpleasing.

Faith. But I am ready to think you do but jest, because you
smiled.

Chr. God forbid that I should jest (though I smiled) in this

matter, or that T should accuse any falsely.—1 will give you a

further discovery of him : this m^m is for any company, and
for any talk ; as he talketh now with you, so will he talk when
he is on the ale-bench ; and the more drmk he hath in his

crown, the more of these things he hath m his mouth : reli-

gion hath no place in his heart, or house, or conversation ; all

he hath lieth in hiu tongue, and his" religion is to make a noise

therewith.

mility and charity, however, dispose men to make the best of others^ and
to distrust themselves : so that, unless' connected with proportionable

depth ofjudgment, and acuteness of discernment, they put them off their

«:uard, in respect of vainglorious talkers. It would be conceited and un-

candid, they thmk, to suspect a man, who says so many good things, with
great confidence and zeal ; their dissatisfaction w;ith the conversation they

suppose was their own fault ; if they disagreed with the speaker, proba-

bly they were in an error ; if a doubt arose in their minds about his spi-

rit or motive, it might be imputed to their own pride and envy.—Thus
they are seduced to sanction what they ought to protest against, and to

avoid ; and that even by means of the most amiable dispositions !—What
follows is peculiarly calculated to rectify such mistakes, and to expose ttm

consequences of this ill-judged candour.
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Faith. Say you so ! then am I in this man greatly deceived.

Chr. Deceived! you may be sure of it: remember the pro-

verb, " They say, and do not :" but " the kingdom ofGod is not

in word, but in power."* He talketh of prayer, of repent-

ance, of faith, and of the new birth ; but he knows but only to

talk of them. I have been in his family, and have observed

liim both at home and abroad ; and I know what 1 say of him
is the truth. His house is as empty of religion as the white ci

an egg is of savour. There is there neither prayer, nor sign

of repentance for sin
;
yea, the brute, in his kind, serves God

far better than he. He is the very st.iin, reproach, and shamo
of rehgion, to all that know him ;t it can hardly have a goorl

word in aW that end of the town where he dwells, through

him. Thus say the common people that know him,—'A saint

abroad, and a devil at home.' His poor f^unily finds it so : h3
is such a churl, such a railer at, and so unreasonable with hii

servants, that they neither know how to do for, or speak to him.

Men that have any dealings with him say, it is better to deal

with a Turk than with him^ for furer dealing they shall have
at their hands.' This Talkative, if it be possible, will go beyond
them, defraud, beguile, and overreach them. Besides, he
brings up his sons to follow his steps ; and if he findeth in any
of them a foolish timorousness^ (for so he .calls the first appear-

ance of a tender conscience,) he calls tKem fools and block-

heads, and by no means will employ them in much, or speak

to their commendation betore others. For my part, I am of

opinion thathe has, by his wicked life, caused many to stumble
and fall ; and will, if God prevents not, be the ruin of many
more, (o) •

* Matt, xxiii. 3. 1 Cor. vi. 20. t Rom. ii. 23, 24.

(o) Those believers who have made the most extensive and accurate
observation on the state of religion m their own age and place, and are
most acquainted with the internal history of the church in other leinds, or
former periods, may be deemed inferior m charity to their brethren ; be-
cause they surpass them in penetration, and clearly perceive the mischiefs

•which arise from countenancing specious hypocrites. They would "do
good to all men," " bear With the infirmities of the weak,'' " restore in

meekness such as are overtaken in a fault," and make allowances for the
tempted: but they dare nnt sanction such men a< talk about religion and
disgrace it; a* mislead the simple, st amble the hopeful, prejudice the
observing, and give enemies a plausible objeciion to the truth. Here chari-

/.vconstrains us to run the risk of beiag deemed uncharitable, by unmasking
the hypocrite, and undeceiving the deluded. We must not indeed speak
needlessly dLg^.hii,t any one, nor testify more than we know to be true even
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Faith. Well, my brother, I am bound to believe you
; not

only because you say you know him, but also because like a
Christian you make your reports of men. For 1 cannot think

that you speak these things of ilKwill, but because it is even so

as you say.

Oir. Had i known him no more than you, I might perhaps
have thought of him as at the first you did : yea, had I receiv-

ed this report at their hands only that are enemies to religion,

I should have thought it had been a slander, (a lot that often

falls from bad men's mouths upon good men's names and pro-

fessions :) but all these things, yea, and a great many more as

bad, of my own knowledge, I can prove him guilty of. Be-
sides, good men arp ashamed of him; they can neither call

him brother nor friend ; the very naming him among- them
makes them blush, if they tfnow him.

Faith. Well, I see that saying and doing are two things, and

hereafter I shall better observe this distinction.

Chr. They are two things indeed, and are as diverse as are

the soul and the body ; for, as the body without the soul is but

a dead carcass, so saying, if it be alone, is but a dead carcass

also. The soul of religion is the practical part :
" Pure reli-

gion and undefiled before God and the Father, is this : to visit

the fartherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep him-

self unspotted from the world."* This Talkative is not awan-
of ; he thinks that hearing and saying will make a good Chris-

tian ; and thus he deceiveth his own soul. Hearing is but as

the sowing of the seed ; talking is not sufficient to prove that

fruit is indeed in the heart and life : and let us assure ourselves

that at the day of doom men shall be judged according to their

fruits ;t it will not be said then, 'Did you beheve ?' but.

'Were you Deers^ or Talkers only ?' and accordingly shall they

be judged. The end of the world is compared to our harvest :

and you know men at harvest regard nothing but fruit. Not
that any thing can be accepted that is not of faith ; but I speak

this to show you how insignificant the profession of Talkative

will be at that day.

Faith. This brings to my mind that of Moses, by which he
describeth the beast that is clean :t—he is such an one ^hat

* James i. 2, 3, 22—27. t Matt. xiii. 23. xxv. 31—46.

X Levit. xi. Deut. xiv.

against a suspected person : but we should show, that vain talkers belong

to the world, though numbers class them among religious people, to the
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parteth the hoof, and cheweth the cud ; not that parteth the

hoof only, or that cheweth the ciid only. The hare cheweth
the cud, but yet is unclean because he parteth not the hoof.

And this truly resembleth Talkative ; he cheweth the cud, he
seeketh knowledge ; he cheweth upon the word ; but he di-

videth not the hoof, he parteth not with the way of sinners
;

but, as the hare, retaineth the foot of a dog or bear, and there-

fore he is unclean.

Chr. \ ou have spoken, for aught I know, the true gospel

sense of those texts. And I will add another thing : Paul call-

eth some men, yea, and those great talkers too, "sounding

brass and tinkling cymbals ;" that is, as he expounds them in

another place, " things without life, giving sound."* " Things
without life ;" that is, without the true faith and grace of the

gospel ; and consequently things that shall never be placed

in the kingdom of heaven among those that are the children of

life, though their sound, by their talk, be as if it were the

tongue or voice of an angel, (p)
Faith. Well, I was not so fond of his company at first, bui:

am as sick of it now. What shall we do to be rid of him ?

Chr. Take my advice and do as 1 bid you, andyou shall find

* 1 Cor. xiii. 1—3. xiv. 7.

(p) Talkative seems to have been introduced on purpose, that the au-
thor might have a fair opportunity of stating his sentiments concerninjc

the practical nature of evanjrelical relig;ion, to which numbers in his day
were too inattentive ; so that this adrQired allegory has fully establishec^

the important distinction betvi^een k dead and a living faith, on which the.

whole controversy depends. We may boldly state doctrines of the gospel

•with all possible enericy and clearn* ss, and every objection must ulti-

mately fall to the ground, and every abuse be excluded, provided this

distinction be fully and constantly insisted on : for they arise without ex^

ception, from substituting some false notions offnith. in the place of that

living, active, and efficacious principle, which the Scriptures so constant-

ly represent as the grand peculiarity of vital godliness. The language

used in this passage is precisely the same, as is now branded with the op-

probrious epithet of legaU by numbers who would be thought to admire
the Pilgrim ; as any impartial person must perceive, upon an attentive

perusal of it ; and indeed some expressions are used, which they who are

accustomed to stand before such as '•" make a man an offender for a word,"
have learned to avoid. ' 1 he practice part' is accurately defined to be
the unfailing effect of that inward life which is the soul of religion. True
faith justifies, as it forms the sinner's relation to Christ ; but it always
" works by love," and influences to obedience : hf nee the inquiry at the

day of judgment will be rather about the inseparable fruits of faith, than
«bout its essential properties and nature.

10
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that he will soon be sick of your company too, except God
shall touch his heart and turn it.

Fnith. What would you have me to do ? (9)
Chr. Why, go to him, and enter into some serious discourse

about the fower of religion ; and ask him plainly, (when he
has approved of it, for that he will,) whether this thing be set

up in his heart, house, or conversation ?

Then Faithful stepped forward again, and said to Talkative,

Come, whst cheer ? how is it now ?

Talk. Thank you, well ; I thought we should have had a

great deal of talk by this time.

Faith. Well, if you will, we will fall to it now ; and since

you left it v/ith me to state the question, let it be this :
' How

doth the saving grace of God discover itself, when it is in the

heart of mcin ?

Talk. 1 perceive, then, that our talk must be about the

power of thiiiffs ? well, it is a very good question, and I shall be

willing to <H swer you : and take my answer in brief thus.

—

First, where the grace of God is in the heart, it causeth there a

great 6utcr\ ag.^inst sin.—Secondl}^

—

Faith. IShY, hold, let us consider of one at once : I think

(9) When we speak to loose professors, we should always keep two
things in vi'^w ; either to °:pA rid of such ensnaring and dishonourable

compdnioKs, or to use
;
roper means to convince them of their fatal mis-

take. Therp ib ii'd^eJ more hope of the most ignorant and careless than

of them : tr; " with God all things are possible,'" and we should not de-

spair of r,ni. .^scccidily as the very same method is suited to both thr

ends j.»ropo:-''Ji ••uicf tiie subsequent discourse most clearly evinces. Very
plain and ;>articular declarations of those things, by which true believers

are distivi<'ui':hed fronr the most specious hypocrites, (whether in conver-

sation or j'T'-a^'ii. g,} are beft calculated to undeceive and alarm false

professors a. J 10! Ju »he most commodious fan, by which the irreclaima-

ble may be winnow-.l fro;" V.ie. society of real Christians. This is of^eat
importaiH^e : lor they ar9 Achans in the camp of Israel, yea, spots and
blemishes to f-verv corap<iny that countenances them. Doctrinal, or

even pructical discissions, if confined to general terms, do not startle

them ; Ihey iitimic the language of experience, declaim against the
wicKedness of ihe world, and the blindrless of pharisees, and strenuously

oppose the opinions held by some rival sect or party : they can endure
the roost awful declarations of the wrath of God against the wicked

;

supposing themselves to be unconcerned : nay, they will admit that they

are backsliders, or inconsistent believers. But when the conversation or

sermon compels them to complain, 'in so saying thou condemnest us

also ;" they will hear no longer, but seek refuge under more comfortable
preachers, or in more candid company ; and represent their faithful moni-
tors as censorious, peevish, and melancholy.
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you should rather say, It shows itself by luclimng the soul to

abhor its sin.

Talk. Why, what difiference is there between crying out

against, and abhorring of sin ?

Faith. Oh I a great deal ! A man may cry oat against sin of

policy, but he cannot abhor it but by virtue of a godij antipa-

thy agjunst it. 1 have heard many cry out -igainst sin in the

pulpit, who yet can abide it well enough m the heart, house,

and conversation. Joseph's mistress criea out wi'ii a loud

voice, as if she had been very holy ; but she would willingly,

notwithstanding that, have committed uncleanDess with him.*

Some cry out against sin, even as the motiier cries out against

her child in her lap, when she caileth it slut and naughty girl»

and then falls to hugging and kissing it.

Talk. You lie at the catch, I perceive. .

Faith. No, not I, I am only for setting things right. But
what is the second thing whereby you would prove a disco-

very of a work of grace in the heart 1

Talk. Great knowledge of gospel mysteries.

Faith. This sign should have been first : but, first or last, it

is also false ; for knowledge, great knowledge, may be obtain

ed in the mysteries of the gospel, and yet no work of grace in

the soul.t Yea, if a man have all knowledge he may yet be
nothing, and so consequently be no child of God. When
Christ said, "Do you know all these things ?" and th-3 disciples

had answered. Yes ; he added, "Blessed are ye if ye do them."
He doth not lay the blessing in the khoTz-ing of them, bat in the

doing of them. For there is a knowledge that ib uot rittended

with doing :
" he that knoweth his Master's will, and doeth it

not.'* A man may know like an angel, and yet be no Chris-

tian : therefore your sign is not true. Indeed to knozv is a

thing that pleaseth talkers and boasters ; but to do is that which
pleaseth God. Not that the heart can be good without know-
ledge ; for without that the heart is nought. There are there-

lore two sorts of knowledge : knowledge that resteth in the

bare speculation of things ; and knowledge that is accompani-

ed with the grace of faith and love, which puis a raan upon
doing even the will of God from the heart : the first of these

will serv^e the talker ; but without thfe other the true Chris-

. * Gen. xxxix. 11

—

13. t 1 Cor. xiii.

^?
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fian is not content :
" Give me understanding and I shall keep

thy law
;
yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart."* (r)

Talk. You lie at the catch again ; this is not for edification.

Faith. Well, if you please, propound another sign how thi?

work of grace discovereth itself where it is.

Talk. Not I, for 1 see we shall not agree.

Faith. Well, if you will not, will you give me leave to do it
'•'

Talk. You may use your liberty.

Faith. A work of grace in the soul discovereth itself, eithci

to him that hath it, or to standers by.

To him that hath it, thus : it gives him conviction of sin, es-

pecially of the defilement of his nature, and the sin of unbelief,

for the sake of which he is sure to be damned, if he findetir

not mercy at God's hand by iaith in Jesus Christ.! This sight

and sense of things worketh in him sorrow and shame for sin
;

he findeth, moreover, revealed in him the Saviour of the

world, and the absolute necessity of closing with him for hfe
;

at the which he findeth hungerings and thirstings after him : to

which hungerings, &c. the promise is made. | (s) Now accord-

* Psa. cxix. 34. t Psa. xxxviii. 18. Mark xri. 1. John xvi. 8, 9. Acts iv,

12. Rom. vii. 24. | Jer. xxxi. 19. Matt. v. 6. Gal. i. 15, 16. Rev. xxi. 6.

(r) Spiritual knowle l^e, obtained by an implicit belief of God's sure
testimony under the teaching of the Holy Spirit, producmg a hearty love

of revealed truth, is always humbling, sanctifying and transforming : but
speculative knowledge is a mere notion of divme things, as distanffrom a

man's own concern in them, or a due apprehension ol their excellency

and importance, which puffs up the heart with proud self-preference,

feeds carnal and malignant passions, and leaves the possessor under tlie

power of sin and Satan.

(js) Divme teaching convinces a man that he is justly condemned for

transgressing the law, and cannot be saved unless he obtain an interest in

the merits of Christ by faith ; and that unbelief, or neglect of this great

salvation, springs froni pride, aversion to the character, authority, and law
of God, and love to sin and the world ; that it implies the guilt of treating

the truth of God as a lie, despising his wisdom and mercy, demanding
happiness as a debt from his justice, and defying his " wrath revealed

from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men." This
conviction makes way for discovering that a free salvation by faith is

exactly suited to his case : he perceives the glory of the .divine perfection^

harmoniously displayed in the person and redemption of Christ ; and his

heart is inwardly drawn to close with the invitations of the gospel, and
to desire above all things the fulfilment of its exceedingly great and pre-

cious promises to his soul.—The expression revealed in him is taken from
St. Paul :* but as his conversion was extraordinary without the inter-

vention ofmeans or instruments, and as he seems rather to have intended

his appointment to the ministry, and that communication of the know
* Gal. i. 16.
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S

ing to the strength or weakness of his faith in his Saviour, so

is his joy and peace, so is his love to hohness, so are his de-

sires to know him more, and also to serve him in this world.

But though, I say, it discovereth itself thus unto him, yet it is

but seldom that he is able to conclude that this is a work of

grace ; because his corruptions now, and his abused reason,

make his mind to misjudge in this matter : therefore in him
that hath this work there is required a very sound judgment,
before he can with steadiness conclude that this is a work of

grace. (?)

To others it is thus discovered :—First, By an experimen-
tal confession of his faith in Christ.—Secondly, By a life an-

swerable to that confession ; to wit, a life of holiness ; heart-

holiness, family-holiness, (if he hath a family,) and by conver-

sation-holiness in the world ; which in the general teacheth

him inwardly to abhor his sin, and himself lor th.t, in secret

;

to suppress it in his family, and to promote houne«s in the

world ; not by talk only, as a hypocrite or talk;'tive person

may do, but by a practical subjection in faith auu love to the

power of the word.*—And now, sir, as to this brief descrip*

tion of the work of grace, and also the discovery of it, if you
have aught to object, object ; if not, tlien give me leave to

propound to you a second question.

Talk. Nay, my part is not now to object, but to hear : let

me therefore have your second question.

Job xlii. 5, 6. .Psa. 1. 23. • Ezek. xx'. 43. Matt. v. 3. John xiv. 15.

Rom. x.^, 10. Phil. i.S7.

ledge of Christ to his soul, by wbiv;h he was qualified as an apostle to re-

veal him to mankind, and not simply that, divine teaclnng by which he
was led to become a Christian; perhaps it- is not ace irately applied to

the ordinary experience of believers. Our author, however, evidently

meant no more, than the illumination of the Holy Spirjt enabling a man
to understand, believe, admire, and love the trutiis of l)i« Bible .respect-

ing Christ; and not any new revelation, declaring hi? interest in the Sa-

viour, by a whisper, vision, or any suchthini;;. These enthusiastic expec-
tations and experiences have deceived many and st'imbled more ; and
have done greater harm to the cause of evangelical religion, than can
be conceived or expressed.

(^) The prevalence of those fervent desires and earnest expectations,

in which the exercise of true faith greatly C(>nsists, is ihf^-i;roper evidence
of saving grace ; and the sweet spirit of rvliance ana confidence ivhjch is

inseparable from frequent and earnest applications to the Saviour, put
vigour into all holy affections and exertions. But few. comparatively,

have such strong faith, and distinct views, and sound judijment, and vic-

tory over corrupt passions, as habitually to draw the prober coaclusioii

Irom their own experience. This our author has judiciously noticed,

p 10*
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Faith. It is this ; Do you experience this first part of tliis

description of it ? and doth your life and conversation testify

the same ? or standeth your religion in word or ?n tongue^ and

not in deed and truth ? Pray, if you incline to answer me in

this, say no more than you know the God above will say Amen
to ; and also nothing but what your conscience can justify you
in :

" For not he that commendeth himself is approved, but

whom the Lord commendeth." Besides, to say 1 am thus and

thus, when my conversation and all my neighbours tell me 1

lie, is great wickedness.

Then Talkative at first began to blush : but, recovering

himself, thus he replied : You come now to experience, to con-

science, and God ; and to appeal to him for justification ofwhat
is spoken. This kind of discourse 1 did not'cxpect ; nor am I

disposed to give an answer to such questions : because I count

not myself bound thereto, unle.<s you take upon you to be a

catechiztr ; and though you should so do, yet 1 may refuse to

make you my judge. But I pray, \\'\\\ you tell me why you
ask me such questions ?

Faith. Because I saw you forward to talk, and because I

knew not that you had aught ' else but notion. Besides, to

fell you all the truth, 1 have heard of you, that you are a

man whose religion lies in talk, and that your conversation

gives this your mouth-profession the lie. They say you are a

spot among Christians; and that religion fareth the worse for

your ungodly conversation ; that some already have stumbled

i\t your wicked ways, and that more are in danger of being

destroyed thereby : your religion and an alehouse, and covet-

ousness, and uncleanness, and swearing, and lying, and vain

company-keeping, kc. will stand together. The proverb is

true of you which is said of a whore, to wit, that 'she is a

shame to all women ;' so you are a shame to all professors, (^ii)

(u) It is not enough to state practical and experimental subjects in thc-

plainest and most distinguishing manner : we ought also to apply them
to men's consciences, by the most solemn and particular interrogations.

—

In public, indeed, care must be taken, not to turn the thoughts of a con-

gregation to an individual : yet we should aim to lead every one to re-

dect on his own case, and excite his conscience to perform the office of a

faithful monitor. But in private, when we hafe ground to suspect that

men deceive themselves, such plain dealing is the best evidence of disin-

terested love. It is at present, alas ! much disused, and deemed incon-

sistent with politeness; so that, in many cases, an attempt of this kind

would be considered as a direct outrage and insult : and perhaps in some
circles, the language of these plain Pilgrims might be exchanged for thai
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Talk. Since you are ready to take up reports, and to

judge so rashly as you do, I cannot but conclude you are some
peevish or melancholy man, not fit to be discoursed with ;

—

and so, adieu.

Then came up Christian, and said to his brother, I told you
how it would happen

;
your words and his lust could not

agree. He had rather leave your company than reform his

life : but he is gone, as I said : let him go, the loss is no man's

but his own : he has saved us the trouble of going from him
;

for he continuing (as 1 suppose he will do,) ^is he is, he would

have been but a blot in our company : besides the apostle

says, " From such withdraw thyself."(^y)

Faith. But I am glad we had this little discourse with him
;

it may happen that he will think of it again : however, I have

dealt plainly with him, and so am clear of his blood if he
perisheth.

Chr. You did well to talk so plainly to him as you did ; there

is but little of this faithful dealing with men now-a-days, and

that makes religion to stink in the nostrils of many as it doth :

for they are these talkative fools, whose religion is only in

words, and are debauched and vain in their conversation, that,

being so much admitted into the fellowship of the godly, do

puzzle the world, blemish Christianity, and grieve the sincere.

I wish that all men would deal with such as you have done
j

-jvhich would be less offensive, without deducting from its energy ; yet

zeal for the honour of the gospel, and love to the souls of men, are,

no doubt, grievously sacrificed to urbanity in this age of courteous insin-

cerity.

(iv) This apostolic rule is of the greatest importance. While consci-

entious Christians, from a mistaken candour, tolerate scandalous profes-

lors, and associate with them, they seem to allow that they belong to the

same famijy ; and the world will charge their immoralities on the doc-

trines of the j?ospel, saying of those who profess them, ' They are all

alike, if we could find them out.' But did all, who " adorn the doctrine

of God our Saviour," withdraw from such men ; their crimes would rest

with themselves, and the world would be compelled to see the difference

between hypocrites and real Christians. This is also the mo?t effectual

method of exciting self-deceivers or inconsistent professors to self-exami-

iiation, and of thus brinjpng them to be ashamed and humbled in true re-

pentance : and, at the same time, it tends to deprive such men of that

influence, which they often employ to mislead and prevent hopeful inquir-

ers and unestablished believers. Even the best conducted discipline

would have but a partial effect in preventing these evils, if not followef'

up by this conduct of individuals ; and, where the former camiot be ob-

lained, the latter would produce happier consecjuences than believers ill

«;eneral can suppose.
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then should they be either made more comformahle to religion,

or the company of saints would be too hot for them.

' How Talkative at first lifts up his plumes

!

How bravely doth he speak ! How he presumes
Tfo drive down all before him ? But so soon

As Faithful talks of heart-work, like tlie moon
That's past the full, into the wane he goes

;

And so will all but he that heart-work knows.*
f '

Thus they went on talking of what they had seen by the way.

and so made that way easy which would otherwise no doubt

have been tedious to them : for now they went through u

Wilderness. i

Now when they were got almost quite out of tiiis Wilder-

ness, Faithful chanced to cast his eye bTick, and espied one

coming after them : and he knew hini. Oh ! said Faithful to

his brother. Who comes 3'onder ? Then Christian looked, and

said, It is my good friend Evangelist. Aye, and my good friend

too, said Faithful, for it was he that set me in the way to the

Gate. Now was Evangehst come up unto them, and thus sa-

luted them

:

.
'

Peace be with you, dearly beloved ; and peace be to your
helpers.

Chr. Welcome, welcome, my good Evangelist ; the sight of

thy countenance brings to my remembrance thy ancient kind-

ness and unwearied labouring for my eternal good.

And a thousand times welcome, said good Faithful, thy com-
pany, O sweet Evangelist, how desirable is it to us. poor
Pilgrims.

Then said Evangelist, How hath it fared with you, my
friends, since the time of our last parting ? what have you
met with, and how have you behaved yourselves ?

Then Christian and Faithful told him of ail things that had
happened to them in the way ; and how, and with what difficul-

ty, they had arrived at this place.

Right glad am I,, said Evangelist, not that you met with

trials, but that you have been victors, and for that you have,

notwithstanding many weaknesses, continued in the way to this

very day. I say right glad am I of this thing, and that for mine
own sake and yours. I have sowed and you have reaped

;

and the day is coming, when " both he that sowed and they
that reaped shall rejoice together ;" that is, if you hold out;
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'• for in due time ye shall reap, if you faint not."* The crown
is before you, and it is an incorruptible one ;

" so run that you
may obtain" it. Some there be that set out for this crown, and

after they have gone far for it, another comes in and takes it

from them ;
*' hold fast therefore that you have, let no man

take your crown :"t you are not yet out of the gunshot of the

devil :
*' you have not resisted unto blood, striving against

sin :" let the kingdom be always' before you, and believe

steadfastly concerning things that are invisible. Let nothing

that is on this side of the other world get within you : and,

above all, look well to your own hearts and to the lusts there-

of, for they are " deceitful above all things, and desperately

wicked :" set your faces like a flint
;
you have all power in

heaven and earth on your side, (x)

Then Christian thanked him for his exhortation ; but told

him withal, that they would have him . speak farther to them
for their help the rest of the wuy ; and the rather for that

they well knew tliat he ^as a prophet, and could tell them of

things that might happen unto them, also how they might re-

sist and overcome them. To which request Faithful also con-,

sented. So Evangehst began as foUoweth :

My sons, you have heard in the words of the trutli of the gos-

pel, that " you must through many tribulations enter into the

kindom of heaven." And again, that "in every city bonds

and aflBictions abide you ;" and therefore you cannot expect

that you should go long on your pilgrimage without them, in

some sort or other. You have found something of the truth of

these testimonies upon you already, and more will immediate-

ly follow: for now, as you see, you are almost out of this

AVilderness, and therefore you will sool corns into a Town
that you will by and by see before you ; and in that town you

* John iv. 36. Gal. vi. 9. t 1 Cor. ix. 24—27. Rev. iii. 11.

(x) The author, intendin"^ in the next place to represent his Pil^ims
as exposed to severe persecution, and to exhibit in one view what Chris-

tians should expect, and may be exposed to, irom tiic enmity of the world,

very judiciously introduces that interesting? scene by Evangelist's meeting-

them, with suitable cautions, exhortations, and encouragements. The
minister, by whose faithful labours a man is first directed into the way
of salvation, commonly retains great influence, and is considered with
special affection, even when various circumstances have placed him at a

distance under some other pastor. The conversation, therefore, of such
a beloved friend tends to recall to the minds ofbelievers their former fears,

trials, and deliverances, which animates them to encounter farther diffi-

culties, and opens the way for seasonable counsels and admonitions.
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will be hardly beset with enemies, who will strain hard but

they will kill you ; and be you sure that one or both of you
must seal the testimony, which you hold, with blood : but " be

you faithful unto death, and the King will give you a crown ot

life." He that shall die there, although his death will be un-

natural, and his pain perhaps great, he will yet have the bet-

ter of his fellow : not only because he will be arrived at the

Celestial City soonest, but'because he will escape many mise-

ries that the other will meet with in the rest of his journey.

But when you are come to the Town, and shall find fulfilled

what 1 have here related, then remember yoiir friend, and

quit yourselves like men ; and " commit the keeping of your

souls to your God, as unto a faithful Creator."
(jj)

Then I saw in my dream, that when they were got out of

the Wilderness, they presently saw a Town before them ; the

name of that Town is Vanity ; and at tl e Town there is a Fair

kept, called Vanity-Fair : it is kept all the year long : it bear-

eth the name of Vanity-Fair, because the Town where it is kept

is '* lighter than Vanity," and also because all that is there

sold, or that cometh thither, is Vanity. As is the saying of the

wise man, " All that cometh is vanity."*

This Fair is no new-erected busmess, but a thing of ancient

standing : 1 will show you the origin of it.

Almost five thousand years agone there were Pilgrims walk-

ing to the Celestial City, as these two honest persons are ; and

Beelzebub, Apollyon, and Legion, with their companions, per-

ceiving, by the path that the Pilgrims made, that their way
to the City lay through this town of Vanity, they contrived

here to set up a Fair ; a Fair, wherein should be sold all sorts

* Eccles. i. 2, 14. ii. 11, 17. xi. 8. Isa. xl. 17.

(j/) The able and faithful minister can foretell many things, from his

knowledge of the Scriptures, and enlarged experience and observation,

of which his people are not aware. He knows beforehand, that ^' through
much tribulation they must enter into the kingdom of God ;" and the

circumstances of the times aid him in discerning what trials and difficul-

ties more especially await them. A retired life shelters a believer from
the enmity of the world : and timid men are often tempted on this account
to abide m the icUdcraess ; to choose obscurity and solitude for the sake
of quiet and safety, to the neglect of those active services for which the)-

are qualified. But when Christians are called forth to more public situa-

tions, they need peculiar cautions and instructions : for inexperience ren-

ders men inattentive to the words of Scripture ; and they often do not at

all expect, or prepare for, the trials which are inseparable from those

,£e€nes, on which they are perhaps even impatient to enter.
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of vanity ; and that it should last all the year long : therefore at

this Fair are all such merchandise sold, as houses, lands, trades,

places, honours, preferments, titles, countries, kingdoms,

lusts, pleasures ; and delights of all sorts, as whores, bawds,

wives, husbands, children, masters, servants, lives, blood,

bodies, souls, silver, gold, pearls, precious stones, and what

not! '

And moreover, at this Fair there is at all times to be seen

jugglings, cheats, games, plays, fools, apes, knaves, and rogues,

and that of every kind

Here are to be seen too, and that for nothing, thefts, mur-

ders, adulteries, false-swearers, and that of a blood-red colour.

And as in other Fairs of less moment there are several rows

and streets under their proper names, where siich and such

wares are vended, so here likewise you have the proper

places, rows, streets,' (viz. countries and kingdoms) where the

wares of this Fair are soonest to be found. Here is the Bri-

tain Row, the French Row, the Italian Row, the Spanish Row,
the German Row, where several sorts of vanities are to be

sold. But as in other Fairs some one commodity is as the

chief of all the Fair, so the ware of Rome and her merchan-

dise is greatly promoted in this Fair : only our English nation,

with some others, have taken a dishke thereat. (2)

(s) Our author evidently designed to exhibit in hfs allegory the granfl

outiines of the difficulties, temptations, and sufferings, to which believerg

are exposed in this evil world ; which, in a work of this nature, must be
related as if they came upon them one after another in regular succession ;

though in actual experience several may meet together, many may mo-
lest the same person again and again, and some harass him in every
stage of his journey. We should, therefore, singly consider the instruc-

tion conveyed by every allegorical incident, without measuring our ex-

perience, or calculatmg our progress, by comparing them with cireum-

atancts, which might be reversed or altered with almost endless variety.

In general, Vanity-Fair represents the. wretched state of things, in those

populous places especially where true religion is neglected and persecuted,

and indeed of " the whole world lying in wickedness," as distinguished

from the church of redeemed sinners. This continues the same {in re-

spect of the general principles, conduct, and pursuits of mankind,) through
all ages and nations : but Christians are called to mix more with it, at

some times than at others ; and Satan, the god and prince of it, is permit-
ted to excite fierce persecution in some places, and on some occasions,

while at other times he is restrained. Many, therefore, seem to spend all

their days in the midst of Vanity-Fair, and of continual insults or in-

juries; while others are only sometimes thus exposed, and pass most
of their lives unmolested : and a few are favoured with so obscure a

situation, and such peaceable times, that they are very little acquainted
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Now, as I said, the way to the Celestial City lies just through

this t >wn where this lusty Fair is kept ; and he that will go to

•with these trials.—Mr. BunyaD, living in the country, had frequent op-
portunities of witnessing those Fairs, which are held first in one town and
then in another ; and of observing the pernicious effects produced on the

principles, morals, health, and circumstances of young persons especially,

by thus drawing together a multitude, from motives of interest, dissipa-

tion and excess. He must also, doubtless, have found them to be a very
dangerous snare to serious or hopeful persons : so that his delineation ot

this case under allusions taken from this scene, will be more interesting

and affecting to those who have been spectators of it, than to such as have
moved in higher circles, or dwelt chiefly in populous cities.—Worldly
men covet, pursue, grasp at, and contend for the things of time and eense,

with eagerness and violence, so that their whole conduct aptly resembles

the bustle, selfishness, artifice, dissipation, riot,and tumult of a large crowd-
ed Fair. The profits, pleasures, honours, possessions, and distinctions ofthe

•world, are as transient and frivolous as the events of the fair-day ; with
which the children are delighted, but which every man of sense contemns.

Solomon, after a complete experiment, pronounced the whole to be
" vanity of vanities :" the veriest vanity imaginable, a complex vanity,

an accumulation of ciphers, a lottery consisting entirely of blanks ; every
earthly object being unsuitable to the wants of the rational soul, unsub-
stantial, unsatisfactory, disappointing, and perishing.—Yet this traffic ol

vanities is kept up all the year : because the carnal mind always hankers
after one worldly trifle or other, and longs * for change of follies and re-

lays of joy ;' while objects suited to its feverish thirst are always at hand
to allure it, deriving their efl5cacy from continually pressing, as it were,

on the senses.—When our first parents were fatally prevailed on to join

Satan's apostasy, they ''forsook the fountain of living waters, to hew out

to themselves broken cisterns ;" and the idolatry of seeking happiness from
the ca-eature instead of the Creator, has been universal among all their

posterity. Since the promise of a Saviour opened to fallen men a door

©f hope, the tempter has contmually tried to allure them by outward ob-

jects, or induce them by the dread of pain and suffering to '' neglect so

great salvation." Thus the prince of the devils sets up this Fair ; ami
by teaching men to abu«e the good creatures of God to vile purposes, oi

to expect from them such satisfaction as they were never meant to afford,

he has used them as baits to the ambition, avarice, levity, and sensuality

of the carnal mind. No crime has ever >.epn committed on earth, or con-

ceived in the heart of man, which did not p.rise from this universal apos-

tasy and idolatry ; from the excess, to which the insufficiency of the ob-

ject to answer the proposed end, gives rise ; and from the vile pa5sionv

which the jarring interests or inclinations of numberless competitors for

honour, power, wealth, and pleasure, cannot fail to excite. As the

streams of impiety and vice, which flow from this source, are varied, ac-

cording to men's constitutions, educations, habits and situations ; so diffe-

rent worldlv pursuits prpdominate in divers nations, or stages of civiliza-

tion. Hence the manifold variations in the hiiman character, which
equal the diversity of their complexions, shape or capacities, though they

be all of one nature. To this an allusion is made by ' the rows' in this

Fair. The merchandise of Rome, which suited a rude and ignorant age,
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the City, and yet not go through this town, '' must needs go

out of the world." The Prince of Princes himself, when
here, went through this Town, to his own country, and that

upon a Fair-day too : yea, and as I think, it was Peelzebub

the chieflord of this Fair that invited him to buy ofhis vanities :

yea, he would have made him Lord of the Fair, would he but

have done him reverence as he went through the town : yea,

because he was such a Person of honour, Beelzebub had him
from street to street^ and showed him all the kingdoms of the

world in a little time, that he might if, possible allure that

Blessed One to cheapen and buy some of his vanities. But
he had no mind to the merchandise, and therefore left the

Town without laying out so much as one farthing upon these

vanities.* This Fair, therefore, is an ancient thing, of long

standing, and a very great Fair, (a)

Now these Pilgrims, as 1 said, must needs go through this

Fair. Well, so they did ; but behold, even as they entered

into the Fair, all the people in,the Fair were moved, and the

Town itself, as it were, in a hubbub about them ; and that for

several reasons : for,

First, the Pilgrims were clothed with such kind of raiment

as was diverse from the raiment of any that traded in that Fair.

* Matt. iv. a, "9. Luke iv. 5—7.
iias now given place to the more plausible wares of sceptical philosophers

which are more agreeable to the pride of learning and hnman reasoning.

Even things lawful in themselves, when sought, or possessed in a manner
which is not consistent with "seeking first the kingdom of God, and his

righteousness," become allurements of Satan to draw ainners into his fatal

snare.

(a) Christianity does not allow men to " bury their talent in the earth,"

or to put '' their light under a bushel :" they should not " go out of the
world," or retire into cloisters and deserts : and therefore, they must all

go through this Fair. Thus our Lord and Saviour endured all the temp-
tations and sufferings of this evil world, without being at all impeded or

entangled by them, or stepping in the least aside to avoid them. The age
in which he lived peculiarly abounded in all possible allurements ; and
he was exposed to such enmity, contempt, and sufferings, as could never
be exceeded or equalled. But " he went about doing good ;" and his

whole conduct, as well as his indignant repulse of the tempter's insolent

offer, hath emphatically shown his judgment of all earthly things, and ex
hibited to us " an example that we should follow his steps."

Here are inserted the following lines :

—

' ' Behold Vanity-Fair ! The Pilgrims there

Are chained, and stoned beside :

Even so it was our Lord past here,

And on moimt Calvary died,

Q 11
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The people, therefore, of the Fair made a great gazing

upon them : some said they were fools ;* some, they were
bedlams, and some, they were outlandish men.

Secondly, And as they wondered at their apparel, so they

did likewise at their speech ; for few could understand what
they said ; they naturally spoke the language of Canaan ; , but

the}'^ that kept the Fair were the men of this world : so that

from one end of the Fair to the other they seemed barbarians

each to the other.

Thirdly, But that which did not a little amuse the merchan-
disers was, that these Pilgrims set very light by all their

wares : they cared not so much as to look upon them : and if

they called upon them to buy, they would put their fingers in

their ears, and cry, " Turn away mine eyes from beholding

vanity ;"t and look upwards, signifying that their trade and

traffic was in heaven. \ (6)
One chanced, mockingly, beholding the carriages of tlx-

* 1 Cor. IV. 9, 10. t Psa. cxix. 37. % Phil. iii. 20, 21.

(6) The presence of real Christians in those places, where a larg;e

concourse of worldly mpu are collected for sinful purposes, must^ pro-
duce a disturbance and effervescence; and the smaller the number iS of

those who by their actions, words, or silence, protest aj^ainst vice and im-
piety, the fiercer the opposition that will be excited. A pious clergyman
on board a vessel, where he wa3 a single cxcejption to the general ungod-
liness that prevailed, gave great offence by constantly but silently with-

drawing, when oaths or unseemly discourse made his situation uneasy '

and he was called to account for so assuming a singularity I—Consistent

believers, appeariug in character among worldly people, and not disguis-

ing their sentiments, always excite this opposition ; but more accommo-
dating professors escape it. An avowed dependence on the righteous-

ness and atonement of Christ for acceptance, gives vast offence to those

who rely on their own good uorks for justification : and conformity to the

example, and obedience to the commandments of the Redeemer, are

deemed jjrecise and uncouth in^the judgment of those who '' walk accord-

ing to the course of this world ;" and they deem the Christian insane or

outlandish for his peculiarities. His discourse, seasoned with piety, hu-
mility, end spirituality, so differs from the " filthy conversation of the

wicked," and the polite simulation of the courtly, that they can have no
intercourse with him, or he with them : and when ke speaks of the love

©f Christ, and the satisfaction of communion with him, while they " blas-

pheme Ihe worthy uame by which he is called ;" they must seem barbari-

ans each to the other. But above all, the believer's contempt of worldly
things, when they interfere with the will and Sflory of God, forms such a
testimony against all the pursuits and conduct of carnal men, as must ex-
cite their greatest astonishment and indignation ; while he shuns with
dread and abhorrence, as incompatible with salvation, those very things

to which they -wholly addict themselves without the least remorse.
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wen, to say uato them, * What will ye buy ?' but they look-

ing gravely upon him, said, "We buy the truth."* At that,

there was an occasion taken to despise the men the more •

some mocking, some taunting, fome speaking reproachtully,

and some calling upon others to smite them. At iasi things

came to a hubbub and great stir in the Fair, insomuch that all

order was confounded. Now was word presently brought to

the great One of the Fair, who quickly came down, and depu-

ted some of his most trusty friends to take those men into ex-

amination about whom the Fair was almost overturned. So

the men were brought to examination ; and they that sat upon
them, asked them whence they came, whither they went, and

what they did there in such an unusual garb ? The m^^n told

them that they were Pilgrims and strangers in the world ; and

that they were going to their own Country, which was the

heavenly Jerusalem ;t and that they had given no occasion to

the men of the Town, nor yet to the merchandisers, thus to

abuse them, and to let them in their journey ; except it was
for that, when one asked them what they would buy, the}^ said

they would " buy the truth."—But they that were appointed

to examine them, did not believe them to be any other than

bedlams, and mad, or else such as came to put all things into a

cojpfusion in the Fair. Therefore they took them and beat

them, and besmeared them with dirt, and then put them into

the cage, that they might be made a spectacle to ail the men
of the Fair, (c) There therefore they lay for some time, and

* Prov. xxiii. "23. t Heb. xi. 13—16.

(c) When tht; scoff? of those, " who think it stran^fe that Christiana will

not ran with -.en to the same excess of not," extort from theru a full

and explicit decliiiation of their principles, it may be expected that the

reproaches aii i inrults of their despisers will be increased ; and then a]l

the mischief aaJ confusion which follow will be laid to their charge

—

' There were no such disputes about religion before they came ;' " These
men wiio turn the world upside down are come hither also ;'' "they exceed-
ingly trouble the city.'- town or village by their uncharitable discourse

and example 1—Thus Satan takes occasion to excite persecution, when
he fears, lest the servants of God should successfully disseminate their

principles : and persecuting phnces and magistrates, his ' most trusty

friends,' are deputed by him to molest and punish their peaceable subjects,

for conscientiously refusing conformity to the tvorld, or for dissenting

from doctrines and modes of worship which they deem unscriptural.

Thus the most valuable members of the community are banished, impri-
soned or, murdered ; multitudes are tempted to hypocrisy : encourage-
ment is given to time-servers to seek secular advantages by acting contra-

xy to their consciences ; the principles of sincerity and integrity are gene-
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were made the objects of any man's sport, or malice, or re-

venge ; the great One of the Fair laughing still at all that be-
fell them. But the men being patient, and " not rendering
railing for railing, but contrariwise blessing," and giving good
words for bad, and kindness for injuries done ; some men in

the Fair, that were more observing and less prejudiced than

the rest, began to check and blame the baser sort for their con-

tinual abuses done by them to the men : they therefore in an-

gry manner let fly at them again, counting them as bad <^s the

men in the cage, and telling them that they seemed confede-
rates, and should be made partakers of their misfortune. The
others replied that, for aught they could see, the men were
quiet and sober, and intended nobody any harm : and that

there were many, that traded in their Fair, that were more
worthy to be put into the cage, yea, and pillory too, than were
the men that they had abused. Thus, after divers words had
passed on both sides, (the men behaving themselves all the

while very, wisely and soberly before them ;) they fell to some
blows and did harm one to another. Then were these two
poor men brought before their examiners again, and there

charged as being guilty ofthe late hubbub that had been in the

Fair. So they beat them pitifully, and hanged irons upon them,
and led them in chains up and down the Fair, for an example
and terror to others, lest any should speak in their behalf, or

join themselves unto them. But Christian and Faithful behav-

ed themselves yet more wisely, and received the ignominy

and shame that was cast upon them with so much meekness
and patience, that it won to their side (though but few in com-
parison of the rest,) several of the men in the Fair. This put

the other party yet into a greater rage, insomuch that they con-

cluded the death of these two men. Wherefore they threat-

ened that neither rage nor irons should serve their turn, but that

rally weakened or destroyed by multiplied prevarications and false pro-

fessions ; and numerous instruments of cruelty and oppression are involv-

ed in this complication of atrocious crimes.—Our author doubtless drew
many of his portraits, io the subsequent historical picture, from original

then sufficiently known ; and if any think that he has heightened his co-

lounngs, it may furnish them with a subject for gratitude, and a reason for

content and peaceable submission to our rulers. In Fox's Martyrs we
meet with authenticated facts, that fully equal this allegorical representa-

tion : nay, * The Acts of the Apostles* ^ve us the very same view of the

subject.
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ihey should die for the abuse they had done, and for ddudkig

the men of the Fair, [d)

Then were they remanded to the cage again, until further

orders should be taken with them. So they put them in, and

made their feet fast in the stocks.

Here, also, they called again to mind what they had heard

from their faithful friend Evangelisit, and were the more con-

firmed in their way and sufferings by v/hat he told them would
happen to them. They also now comforted each other, that

whose lot it was to suffer, that even he should have the best

of it ; therefore each man secretly wished that he might have
that preferment : but committing themselves to the all-wise

disposal of Him that ruleth all things, with much content they

abode in the condition in which they were, until they should

be otherwise disposed of.

Then a convenient time being appointed, they brought them
forth to their trial in order to their condemnation. When the

time was come they were brought before their enemies, and

arraigned. The Judge's name was Lord Hategood : their in-

dictment was one and the same in substance, though somewhat
varying in form

; the contents whereof wus this :

That they were enemies to, and disturbers of their trade :

that they had made commotions and divisions in the town, and

(d) The contempt, injustice, and cruelty, with which persecutors treat

the harmless disciples of Christ, gives them an occasion of discovering

that amiable conduct and spirit which accord to the precepts of Scrip-

ture, and the example of persecuted prophets and apostles ; and this of-

ten produces ihe most happy effects on those who are less prejudiced.,

which still more exasperates determine*! opposers ; yet it frequently pro-
cures a short respite for the persecuted, while worldly people quarrel
about them among themselves. And even if greater severity be at length
determined on, persevering prudence, meekness, and patience, amidst all

the rage of their enemies, will bear testimony for them lu the consciences

of numbers; their religion will appear beautiful, ia proportion as their

persecutors expose their own odious deformity. God will he with them
to comfort -and deliver them ; he will be honoured bv their profession

and behaviour, and many will derive the most important advantage, from
their patient sufferings and cheerful fortitude in adhering to the truths
of the gospel. But when believers are put off their guard by ill usage ;

when their zeal is rash. <:ontentious, boasting, or disproportionate ; when
they are provoked to render '' railing for railing,"' or to a(;t contrary tc

the plain preceuls of Scripture : they bring guilt on their consciences,

stumble their brethren, harden the hearts and open the mouths of oppos-
ers, dishonour Go I and the gospel, and gratify the great enemy of souls j

who malignantly rejoices in their misconduct, but is tortured when tbey
-«ndure sufferings in a proper manner.
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had won a party to their own most dangerous opinions, in con-

tempt of the law of their Prince.

Then FaithfuF began to answer, that he had only set him'
self against that which had set itself against Him that is

higher than the highest. And, said he, as for disturbance, I make
none, being myselfa man of peace ; the parties that were won
to us were won by beholding our truth and innocence ; and

they are only turned from the worse to the better. And as to

the king you talk of, since he is Beelzebub, the enemy of our

Lord, I defy him, him and all his angels, (c)

Then proclamation was made, that they that had aught to

say for their lord the king against the prisoner at the bar,

should forthwith appear and give in their evidence. So there

Game m three witnesses, to wit, Envy, Superstition, and Pick-

thank. They were then asked if they knew the prisoner at

the bar ; and what they had to say for their lord the king

igain^t him.

Then stood forth Envy, ari4 said to this effect : My lord, I

have known tliis man a long time, and will attest upon my oath

"^jefore this honourable bench, that he is (/)
Judge. Hold, give him his oath.

(«) The description of the process, instituted against the Pilgrims, is

•i^iven in language taken from the legal forms used in our courts ofjustice,

which in Mr. Bunyan's days were shamefully perverted to subserve the

•Bost iniquitous oppressions.—The allegorical narrative is framed in such

^ manner, as emphatically to expose the secret reasons, which influence

men to persecute their inoffensive neighbours ; and the very names em-
ployed declare the several corrupt principles of the heart, from whence this

atrocious condact results.— Enmity against God, and his holy character,

law, worship, truth, and servants, is the principal source of persecution; the

judge in Faithful's trial. The interference of spiritual religion with men's

covetous, ambitious, and sensual pursuits ; and the interruption it gives to

their false peace, and unanmity in ungodliness or hypocrisy, which it tends

te expose and imdermine, form the grounds of the indictment : that is, w hen
<:he persecuted can truly answer, that they ' only set themselves against

-that which sets itself against Him, who is higher than the highest;' and
when they do not suffer *'as evil doers, bu«y bodies ia other men's mat-

ters," ambitious competitors for secular advantages, or contentious dispu-

tants about political questions.

(J) The names of these witnesses deplare the character of the most ac-

tive instruments of persecution. Even Pilate could perceive that ths

Jewish Scribes and Priests were actuated by envy, in delivering up Jesus.

to him. His instructions descredited their's, and diminished their repu-

tation and influence ; he v. as more followed than they : and in propor-

tion as he was deemed a teacher sent from God, they were disregarded as

blind guides. Thus formal instructors, and learned men, who are str'**^

- :r* <^rv the po'- "f godliuess, have al'.vav-j affected *^
'
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So they sware him.—Then he said, My lord, this man, not-

^vithstanding his plausible name, is one of the vilest men in our

country ; he neither regardeth prince nor people, law nor

custom ; but doeth all that he can to possess all men with cer-

tian of his disloyal notions, (g) which he in the general calls

' principles of faith and holiness.' And, in particular, I heard

him once myself affirm, that Christianity and the customs of

our Town of Vanity were diametrically opposite, and could

not be reconciled. By which saying, my lord, he doth at

once, not only condemn all our laudable doings, but us in the

doing of them.

sors and preachers of the gospel as ignorant enthusiasts. They envy the

reputation acquired by them, and are an^ry at the success of their doc-

trines. If they have not the authority to silence the minister, they will

brow-beat such of his hearers as are within the reach of their influence

;

especially if they have affronted them by forsaking their uninteresting in-

structions. Ifthey cannot prevail upon " the powers that be" to interfere

;

they will employ reproaches, menaces, or even oppression, to obstruct

the progress of evangelical ministers : should any obsolete law remain
unrepealed, of which they can take advantage, they will be the first to

enforce it ; and if the rulers engage in persecution, they will take the lead

as prosecutors and witnesses.—As this was remaikably the case in oar
author's days ; and as the history of the old and new Testament, and
every authentic record of persecutions, give the same view of it ; we can-

not be greatly at a loss to know what was especially meant by this em-
blem. In other respects there is seldom much in the circumstances ol

pious persons, to excite the envy of their ungodly neighbours ; as thy de-

spise their spiritual privileges and comforts.

(g) It has always been the practice of envious, accusers to represent

those, who refuse religious conformity, as disloyal and disaffected to the

civil government of their country ; because they judge it " right to obey
•God rather than man I" How grievous then is it, that any, who profess

the gospel, should give plausibility to such calumnies I How desirable for

Ihem, after the example, and, in obedience to the precepts, of Christ and
his Apostles, " by well doing to put to silence the ignorance ol foolish

laen,'* "to avoid all appearance of evil," '»to render to Cesar the things

that are Cesar's," and to constrain even enemies to bisar teslimony to

their peaceable deportment ! This would exhibit their patient suffering

for conscience sake as amiable and respectable, in the eyes of all not im-

mediately engaged in persecution ; and would give a sanction to their

most bold and decided testimony against every kind of vice, impiety, and
false religion. But when they revile the persons of rulers, or make re-

ligion the pretext for intermeddling out of their place inpolitical matter?,

and in attempting to disturb the peace of the community ; they exceed-
ingly strengthen men's prejudices against the doctrines of the gospel, and.

the whole body of those who -profess them ; and thus give occasion, tr"
furnish an excuse, for that very persecution of wliich they conir-lain, iu

other reiipects with the greatestjustice.
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Then did the Judge say unto him, Hast thou any more t«

say?
Envy. My lord, I could say much more, only I would not

be tedious to the court. Yet ifneed be, when the other gen-

tlemen have given in their evidence, rather than any thing shall

be wanting that will despatch him, 1 will enlarge my testimony

against hmi.—So he was bid to stand by.

Then they called Superstition, and bid him look upon the

prisoner : they also asked what he could say for their lord the

king against him ? Then they sware him ; so he began :

My lord, I have no great acquaintance with this man, nor

do I desire to have further knowledge of him ; however, this I

know, that he is a very pestilent fellow, from some discourse

that the other day I had with him in this town ; for then, talk-

ing with him, I heard him saj' that our religion was naught,

and such by which a man could by no means please God.
Which sayings of his, my lord, your lordship very well knows
what necessarily thence will follow, to wit, that we still do
worship in vain, are yet in our sins, and finally shall be dam-
ned : and this is that which I have to say. Qi)

Then was Pickthank sworn, and bid say what he knew in

the behalf of their lord the king against the prisoner at the bar.

(/i) Superstition represents another class of underling persecutors ;,(for

the principals are often masked infidels.) Traditions, human inventions,

forms and external?, appear to them decent, venerable and sacred ; and
are mistaken with pertinacious i°:norance, for the substance of religion.

As mere circumstances of worship, some of these may very well answei

the purpose ; provided they be not imposed^ magnified above their

value, or substituted in the place of things essentially good : others are

l>ad, in their origin, use and tendency
;
yet the truths, ordinances and

commandments of God are made void that men may keep them ! What
is pompous or burdensome appears to such men meritorious ; and the ex-

citement of mere natural passions, (as at a tragedy,) is deemed a most
needful help to true devotion. They are, therefore, eminently qualified

to be witnesses against the faithful servants of God : for they " think they
are thus doing him service," while they are opposing a company of pro-

fane despisers of i heir idolized forms ; a set of fanatics, heretics, and pesti

lent schismatics 1 Their religious zeal contracts and hardens their hearts .

and the supposed goodness of the cause sanctifies their bitter rage, enmity

and calumny. The extreme odiousness of these proceedings should excite

all who love the truth, to keep at the utmost distance from such obstinate

confidence and violence ; to discountenance them to the utmost, in the

zealo-s of their own sentiments; and to.leave.the enemies of the gospel,

if possible, to monopolize this disgrace. For, hitherto, almost all parties

have been betrayed into it, when advanced to power ; and this has given

rLlie enemies of Christianitj theii- most jplausible arguments against it
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My, lord and you gentlemen all, this fellow I have known
a long time, and have heard him speak things that ought not to

be spoken ; for he hath railed on our noble prince Beelzebub,

and hath spoken contemptibly of his honournble friends, whose
names are the lord Old-man, the lord Carnal-delight, the lord

Luxurious, the lord Desire-of-vain-glor}^, my old lord Lech-

ery, Sir Having-greedy, with all the rest of our nobility : and

he hath said, moreover, that, if all men were of his mind, if

possible, there is not one of these noblemen should have any
longer a being in this town. Besides, he hath not been afraid

to rail on you, my lord, who are now appointed to be his

Judge, calling you an ungodly villain, with many other such-

like vilifying terms, with which he hath bespattered most of

the gentry of our town, (i)

When this Pickthank had told his tale, the Judge directed

his speech to the prisoner at the bar, saying, Ihou runag-ite,

heretic, and traitor, hast thou beard what these honest gen-

tlemen have witnessed against thee ?

Faith. May I speak a few words in my own defence ?

Judge. Sirrah, sirrah, thou des^rvest to live no longer, but

to be slain immediately upon the place
;
yet, that all men may

see our gentleness towards thee, let us see what thou hast to

say.

Faith. [ say then, in answer to what Mr. Envy hath spoken,

I never said aught but this, that what rule, or laws, or custom,

or people, were flat against the word of God, are diametrically

opposite to Christianity. If I have said amiss in this, convince

(i) Pickthank represents a set of tools tliat persecutors continually use ;

namely, men. of no religious principle ; who assume the appearance of
zeal for any party, as may best promote their interests ; and who mward-
ly despise both the superstitious and the spiritual worshipper. These men
discern little in the conduct or circumstances of believers to excite either

thsir rage, or envy; but if their superiors be disposed to persecute, they
will afford their assistance ; for preferment runs in this channel. So that

they bear their testimony from avarice or ambition, and flatter the most
execrable characters, in order to get forward in the w orld : this being the

grand object to which they readily sacrifice every thing e\se. The names
of those against whom Faithful spoke, show that his crime consisted in

protesting, by word and deed, against vices, which the great too often

think themselves privileged to commit without censure ; and not in re-

viling the persons, or misrepresenting the actions of superiors. The for-

mer may with great propriety be done at all times ; and on some occasions

liie testimony against sin cannot be too closely applied to the consciences

of the guilty, without rfispect of ptrson? : but the latier is always unjust
and unscriptural.

R
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me of my error, and I am ready here before you to make my
recantation.

As to the second, to wit, Mr. Superstition, and his charge

against me, 1 said only this, that in the worship of God there

is required a divine faith ; but there can be no divine faith

without a divine revelation of the will of God. Therefore,

whatever is thrust into the worship of God, that is not agreea-

ble to divine revelation, cannot be done but by a human faith,

which faith will not be profitable to eternal life.

As to what Mr. Pickthank hath said, I say, (avoiding term?,

as that I am said to rail, and the like,) that the prince of this

town, with all the rabblement, his attendants, by this gentle-

man named, are more fit for a being in hell than in this Town
and Country ; and so the lord have mercy upon me. Qi)

Then the Judge called to the jury, (who all this while stood

by to hear and observe ;) Gentlemen of the jury, you see this

man about whom so great an uproar hath been made in this

Town
;
you have also heard what these worthy gentlemen have

witnessed against him ; also you have heard his reply and

confession. It lieth now in your breasts to hang him or save

his life ; but yet I think meet to instruct you into our law.

There was an act made in the days of Pharaoh the grieat,

(fe) Faithful's defence is introduced by these lines, as in the foregoing

instances :

—

' Now, Faithful, play the man, speak for thy GoJ

;

Fear not the wicked's malice, nor their rod :

Speak boldly, man, the truth is on thy sid j ;

Die for it, and to life in triumph ride.'

Christians in such circumstances should be more concerned for the ho-
nour of God than for their own credit or safety; and th^ should take
occasion to bear a decided testimony to the trutijs, commEindments and
institutions of the Scripture : leaving it to their accusers, judges, or hear-

ers, to determme what sentiments or practices are thus proved to be anti-

christian, or what numbers of "teachers in Israel" are exposed as blind

guides. That faith, (by which alone we approach to God, and accepta-

bly worship him,) has no other object than divine revelation ; nothing
done without the express warrant of Scripture can be profitable to eter-

nal life, whatever may be said for its expediency ; but every thing foist-

ed into religion contrary to that sacred rule must be an abomination.

—

Human faith may please men ; but without a divine faith it is impossible

to please God, either in general or any particular action. And, as we
can seldom speak against the vile lusts of men, without being judged by
implication to rail against such as are notoriously addicted to them, we
«annot be the followers of Him, " whom the world hated, because he tes-

tified of it that its works were evil," unless we be willing to risk all con-

eequences in copying his example.
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servant to our prince, that lest those of a contrary rehgion

should multiply and grow too strong for him, their males

should be thrown into the river.*—There was also an act

made in the days of Nebuchadnezzar the great, another of his

servants, that whoever would not fall down and worship his

golden image, should be thrown into a fiery furnace.!—There
was also an act made in the days of Darius, that whoso for

some time called upon any God but him should be cast into

the lions' den.J Now the substance of these laws this rebel

has broken, not only in thought, (which is not to be borne)

but also in word and deed ; which must therefore needs be

intolerable.

For that of Pharaoh ; his law was made upon a supposition

to prevent mischief, no crime yet being apparent. But here

is a crime apparent. For the second and third
;
you see he

disputeth against our religion ; and for the treason he hath

confessed, he deserveth to die the death. (Z)

Then went the jury out, whose names were Mr. Blind-man,

Mr. No-good, Mr. Malice, Mr. Love-lust, Mr. Live-loose,

Mr. Heady, Mr. High-mind, Mr. Enmity, Mr. Liar, Mr. Cru-

elty, Mr. Hate-light, and Mr. Implacable ; who every one

gave in his private verdict against him among themselves, and

afterward unanimously concluded to bring him in guilty be-

fore the judge. And first Mr. Blind-man, the foreman, said, ' I

see clearly that tbi= man is a heretic' Then said Mr. No-
good, ' Away w'li^ .^uch a fellow from the earth.' ' Ay,' said

Mr. Malice, ' for I hate the very looks of him.' Then said

Mr. Love-lust, * I could never endure him.' ' Nor I,' said Mr.
Live-loose, * for he would always be condemning my way.'

* Exod. i. t Dan. iii. | Dan. vi.

(l) A more just and keen satyrical description of such /eg-aZ iniquitier,

can scarcely be imagined, than that contained in this passage. The sta-

tutes and precedents adduced, (with a humorous and well imitated re-

ference to the style and manner, in which charges are commonly given to

juries ;) show what patterns persecuting legislators and magistrates choose
to copy, and whose kmgdom they labour to uphold. Nor can any im-
partial man deny, that the inference is fair which our author meant the
reader so deduce ; namely, that nominal protestants, enacting laws requir-

ing conformity to their own creeds and forms, and inflicting punishments
on such as peaceably dissent from them, are actually involved in the guilt

of these heathen persecutors, and of their anti-christian successors; eveu
if their doctrine and worship be allowed to be scriptural and spiritual.

—

For these methods only serve to promote hypocrisy, and to expose the
conscientious to the malice, envy or avarice of the unprincipled.



1^ FaithfuVs Torments and Death.

Hang him, hang him,* said Mr. Heady. ' A sorry scrub,

said Mr. High-mind. * My heart riseth against him,' said Mr.
Enmity. ' He is a rogue,' said Mr. Liar. ' Hanging is too

good for him,' said Mr. Cruelty. * Let us despatch him out of

the way,' said Mr. Hate-light. Then said Mr. Implacable,
' Might I have all the world given me, I could not be reconcil

ed to him : therefore let us forthwith bring him in guilty of

death.' And so they did ; therefore he was presently con-

demned to be had from the place where he was, to the place

from whence he came, and there to be put to the most cruel

death that could be invented.

They therefore brought him out to do with him according to

their law : and first they scourged him, then they buffeted

him, then they lanced his flesh with knives ; after that they

stoned him with stones, then pricked him with their swords
;

and last of all they burned him to ashes at the stake. Thus
came Faithful to his end. (/n)

Now 1 saw that there stood behind the multitude a chariot

and a couple of horses waiting for Faithful ; who, so soon as his

adversaries had despatched him, was taken up into it, and

straightway was carried up through the clouds, with sound of

trumpet, the nearest way to the Celestial Gate. But, as for

(nC) The names of the jury-men, and their general and particular ver-

dicts, the cruel execution of Faithful, and the happy event of his suffer-

ings, need no comment. It was not indeed the practice of the times in

"which our author lived, to inflict death on those who were persecuted for

conscience sake : yet very great rigours were used ; the system then a'dopt-

ed, if carried to its consequences, must have ended in the extermination

of all non-conformists from the laud ; it was natural to expect still great-

er cruelty from persons who were found capable of the severities already

experienced ; and without all doubt many actually lost their lives, in one
way or other, by the persecutions to which they were exposed. All

those, who feel a disiosition to employ the power of the magistrate

against such as differ from them in religious matters, should attentively

consider the contemptible and odious picture here delineated with the

most e-tire justice, of the whole race of persecutors, and of their charac-

ters, principles, motives, and conduct : that they may learn to hate and
dread such an anti-christian practice, and shun the most remote approach-
es to it. On the other hand, they who are exposed to persecution, or in

danger of it, should study the character and conduct of Faithful, that

they may learn to suffer in a Christian spirit, and to adorn the gospel in

the fiery trial.—The lollowing lines are here introduced as before :

—

* Brave Faithful ! bravely done in word and deed !

Judge, witnesses, and jury have, instead

Ofovercoming thee, but shown their rage,

When they'are dead, thou'ltlive from age to age,*
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Christian, he had some respite, and was remanded back to

})rison ; so he there remained for a space : but he that over-

rules all things, having the power of their rage in his own
hand, so wrought it about that Christian for that time escaped
Ihem and went his way. [n)

And as he went he sung, saying,

* Well, Faithful, thou hast faithfully profest

Unto thy Lord, with whom thou shalt be blest,

\Yhen faithless ones, with all their vain delights,

Are crying out under their hellish plights.

Sing, Faithful, sing, and let thy name survive.

For though they kill'd thee, thou a rt yet alive.'

Now T saw in my dream that Christian went not forth alone
;

lor there was one whose name was Hopeful, (being so made
)»y the beholding of Christian and Faithful, in their words and
behaviour in their sufferings at the Fair,) who joined himself

unto him; and entering into a brotherly covenant, told him
1 hat he would be his companion. Thus one died to make tes-

Umony tothe truth, and another rises out of his ashes to be a

companion with Christian. This Hopeful also told Christian,

that there were many more of the men in the Fair, that would
take their time and follow after, (o)

(n) When the believer has done his worjc, the wrath of man may be
permitted to expedite his removal to his heavenly inheritance ; but all

the malice and power of earth and hell are utterly unavailing to cutoff

any one till the purposes of God respecting him are accomplished. Thus
the Apostles were preserved during Saul's persecution, and Peter was
rescued from the hands of Herod. The Lord has various methods of pro-

tecting and liberating his servants : sometimes he intimidates their perse-

cutors ; the paroxysm of their fury abates ; or they are disheartened by
ill success in their efforts to extirpate the hated sect ; the principles and
instruments are left to quarrel among themselves ; their cruelties disgust

the people, so that they dare not proceed ; political interests engage even
ungodly princes to promote toleration, and chain up the demon persecution

:

or the Lord raises up one of his own servants to authority, that he may
be a protector of his church, and disappoint the devices of his enemies.

(o) * The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church :' for sufferings

properly endured, form the most convincing and useful kind of preaching.

The name of Christian's new companion denotes the opinion, which esta-

blished believers from at first, of such as begin to profess the gospel in an
intelligent manner. The nature of an allegory rendered it impracticable

to introduce the new convert, as beginning his pilgrimage from the same
place, or going through the same scenes, as Christian had done : neither

could Faithful, for the same reason, be represented as passing the river

afterward mentioned. But the brotherly covenant, in which Hopeful
joined himself with his companion, must be supposed to imply the sub-

stance of all that had been spoken of, as necessary to final acceptance.

12



134 Christian and Hopeful overtake By-ends.

So I saw that quickly after they got out of the fair, they

overtook one that was going before them, whose name was By-
ends : so. they sdid to him, What countryman, Sir ? and. How
far go you this way ? He told them that he came from the town
of Fair-speech, and he was going to the Celestial City, but told

them not his name.
From ?' lir-speech ? said Christian : is there any good that

lives there ?*

Yes, said By-ends, I hope.

CTir Pray, Sir, what may I call you ?

By. I am a stranger to you and you to me : if you be going

this way, 1 shall be glad of your company : if not, I must be

content.

Chr. This town of Fair-speech I have heard of it, and, as I

remember, tliey say it's a wealthy place.

By. Yes, I will assure you that it is ; and I have very ma'ny

rich kindred there.

Chr. Pray who are your kindred there, if a man may \^ so

bold ? .
.

•

By. Almost the whole, town: and, in particular, my lord

Turn-about, my lord Time-server, my lord Fair-speecM, from

whose ancestors that town first took its name : also Mr.

Smooth-mrin, Mr. Facin§;both-ways, Mr. Any-thing ; and the

parson of our parish, Mr. Two-tongues, was my mother's own
brother by fither's side : and, to tell you the truth, I am a

gentleman of good qutUity, yet my great grandfather was but a

waterman, looking one way and rowing another, and I got most

of my estate by the same occupation

Chr, Are you a married man ?

By. Yes, and my wife is a very virtuous woman, the daugh-

ter of a virtuous woman ; she was my Lady Feigning's daugh-

ter, therefore she c .me of a very honourable family, and is

arrived to such a pitch of breeding, that she knows how to

carry if to ill, even to prmce and peasant. It is true, we
somewhat differ m religion trom those of the stricter sort, but

yet in two small points. First, we never strive against wind
and tide. Secondly, we are always most zealous when reli-

gion goes m his silver i^lippers ; we love much to walk with him
in the stree t, itUhe sun shines, and the people applaud it. (/))

* Prov. xxyi. 25.

(p) The character c By-ends, and the group that attended him, forma

a clear detection and laerited condemnation of a large company of false
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Then Christian stept a little aside to his fellow Hopeful,

saying, It runs in my mind that this is one By ends of Fair-

speech ; and if it be he, we have as very a knave in omv compa-
ny, as dwelleth in all these parts. Then said Hopetul, Ask
him ; methinks he should not be ashamed of his name. So

Christian came up with him again, and said,-^* Sh*, you talk as

professors ; and is not at all inferior in importance to tbe preceding severe

satire on open persecutors.—When rest i? given to the church, hypocrites

often multiply more than real Christians.—The name of this man, and
those of his town and relations, do not merely describe his onjrinal cha-

racter and situation, (as Christian was at first called Graceless of the

City of Debtruction ;) but they denote the nature of hi3 religious profess

sion. Believers look back on their (brmer principles aou behav)our with
shame and abhorrence ; but hypocrite., when reprofed for evident sins,

excuse them, because Christ came to save the lost, and because he is

merciful to the chief of sinners. Christian would re*dil> have granted

that' no good lived' at his native city; and on that very aecouril he had
renounced it with all his old connexions : Vut By-«3iicl3 hoped belter of

Fair-speech, and gloried in his honourable relations there. Yet he was
ashamed of his name ; for men are unwilling to allow that they seek no-

thing more than worldly advantages by religion. The names here s'^lect-

ed ave most emphatically descriptive of that whole company of professed

Christians, who, under various pretences, suppose " that gain i? goQbness."

The polite simulation -^nd dissimulation^ which some most co'irtly writers

have inculcated, as the summit of good breeding, the perfection of a finish

ed education, and the grand requisite for obtainiTiS consequence in society

if introduced into religion, and adopted by profefiaors or i/"-eachers of the
gospel, in connexion with fashionable accomplishments and an agreeable
address, constitute the most versatile, refined, and insiuaaliiii; species of
kypocri^ that can be imagined: and a man of talents, o*'aay occupatioa

or profession, may render it very subservient to his inte'-est? ; by insuring

the patronage or custom of those to whom he attaches nicself, without
giving much umbrage to the world, which may indeed despise 3uch a
character, but will not deem him worthy of hatred. He m2\ assume any
of the names here provided for him, as may best suit his line in life ; and
may shape his course, in subserviency to his grand concern, '-^ilh consid-

erable latitude ; provided he has prudence enough to keep c'ear of scan-

dalous vices: he will not be long inleai^ning the benefi<?tai art of using two
tongues with one mouth, and of Inokiug one wav and rowing another ,

and perhaps he mny improve his fortune by an honoarable alliance, with
some branch of the ancient family of the Feignicgf. The grand difier-

ence betwixt this whole tribe, and the body of true C-iristians, consists in

these two things : Christianr seek the salvation of their souls, and at the
same time aim to glorify God, and be useful to their neighbours ; but
hypocrites profess to be religious in order to obtain friends, patrons, cus-
tomers, or applause : those follow the Lord habitually, whatever tribula-

tions arise because of the word ; but these conceal or deny their profes-

sion, when, instead of gaining by it, they are exposed to reproach or per-*

»ec\2tion.
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ifyou knew something more than all the world doth : (9) and,

if I take not my mark amiss, I deem I have half a guess of you :

is not your name Mr. By-ends, of Fair speech ?

By. This is not my name, but indeed it is a nick-name that

is given me by some that cannot abide me, and 1 must be con-

tent to bear it as a reproach, as other
,

good men have borne

their's before me. •

Chr. But did you never give an occasion to men to call you
by this name ?

By. Never, never I the worst that ever I did, to give them
an occasion to give me this name, was, that I had always the

luck to jump in my judgment with the present way of the

times, whatever it was ; and my chance was to get thereb5^

But if things are thus cast upon me, let me count them a

blessing ; but let hot the malicious load me therefore with

reproach.

Chr. I thought indeed that you were the man that I heard
of, and, to tell you what I think, I fear this name belongs to

you more properly than you are willing we should think it

doth.

By. Well, if you will thus imagine, I cannot help it: you
shall find me a fair company-keeper if you will still admit me
your associate.

Chr. If you will go with us, you must go against wind and

tide, the which, I perceive, is against your opinion
;
you must

also own religion in his rags as well as when in his silver slip-

pers : and stand by him too when bound in irons, as well as

when he walketh the streets with applause.

By. You must not impose, nor lord it over my faith ; leave

me to my liberty, and \et me go with you.

Chr, Not a step further, unless you will do in what I pro-

pound, as we.

Then said By-ends, I shall never desert my old principles,

since they are harmless and profitable. If I may not go with

(q) The people of th6 world, who avow their real character, know
how to serve Mammon by neglecting and despising God and religion ;

and the disciples of Christ can serve God by renouncing the world and
its friendship : but time-servers talk as if they had found out the secret of

imiting these two discordant interests, and thus of ' knowing something
more than all the world.'—This is the most prominent feature in this

^oup of portraits, which in other respects exhibits great dissimilarities,

and contains the faces of persons belonging to every dirision of profeswii

Christians on earth.
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you, 1 must do as I did before you overtook me, eyen go by
myself, until some overtake me that will be glad of my com-
pany, (r)

Now I saw in my dream that Christian and Hopeful forsook

him, and kept their distance before him
;

(s) but one of them
looking back, saw three men following Mr. By-ends, and be-

hold as they came up with him he made them a very low con-

gee ; and they also gave him a compliment. The men's
names were Mr. Hold-the-world, Mr. Money-love, and Mr.
Save-all ; men that Mr. By-ends had formerly been acquainted

with ; for in their minority they were school-fellows, and

were taught by one Mr. Gripeman, a school-master in Love-
Gain, which is a market-town in the county of Coveting, iu

the north. This school-master taught them the art of getting,

either by violence, cozenage, flattery, lying, or by putting on
a guise of religion ; and these four gentlemen had attained

much of the art of their master, so that they could each of

them have kept such a school themselves.

Well, when they had, as I said, thus saluted each other, Mr.
Money-love said to Mr. By-ends, Who are they upon the

road before us ? for Christian and Hopeful were yet within

their view.

By. They are a couple of far country-men, that after theii

mode are going on pilgrimage.

Money, Alas ! why did they not stay, that we might have

(r) When. hypocrites are charged with their double-dealing and obvi-
ous crimes, they commonly set it down to the account of persecution, and
class themsel||es with that blessed company, of whom "all manner of evil

is spoken falsely, for the name of Christ f as if there were no difference

between suffering as a Christian, and. being a scandal to the very name
of Christiattity ! Thus they endeavour to quiet their minds, and keep up
their credit ; deeming themselves at the same time very prudent ^ndfor-
tunate, in shifting about so as to avoid the cross, and secure their tempo-
ral interests. The Apostle says concerning these men, " from such turn
away, " and the decided manner in which Christian warns By-ends, and
renounces his company, though perhaps too plain to be either approved
or imitated in t>:is courtly candid age, is certainly warranted and required
by the Holy scriptures.

(s) In the second edition, printed 1678, all the subsequent part of this

episode is wanting ; till Christian and Hopeful enter the plain Ease : but
there can be no doubt of its having been added by the author himself^
for it is his manner entirely. This induces a doubt, whether some other
alterations from that edition were not made by the Author; and on this

ground, it has been necessary to exercise a discretionary power in admit-
,ting or rejecting them.
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had their good company ? for they, and we, and you, Sir, I

hope, are all going on pilgrimage, [t)

By. We are so indeed : but the men before us are so rigid,

and love so much their own notions, and do also so lightly es-

teem the opinions of others, that let a man be ever so godly,

yet if he jumps not with them in all things, they thrust him
quite out of their company.

Save, That's bad : but we read of some that are righteous

overmuch, (m) and such men's rigidness prevails with them to

(/) It might have been supposed that the persons, here introduced,

were settled inhabitants of the Town of Vanity, or the City of Destruc-
tion: but indeed they professed themselves Pilg:rims, and desired du-
ring the sun-shine to associate with Pilgrims

; provided they
would allow them, to hold the icorld., love money, and save all, whatevei
became of faith and holiness, of honesty, piety, truth, and charity I—Co-
vetousness, whether it consist in rapaciously trying to get money, tc

hoard or to lavish, in purchasing consequence, power, or pleasure, or iu

supporting magnificence and the pride of life ; or in parsimony as to the
ordinary proportion of expenditure ; or in tenacity, when duty requires a
man to part with it ; is a vice uo.t so easily defined as many others. At
the same time it enables a man, m various ways, to reward those who can
be induced to connive at it, and to render it dangerous to oppose him : s9

that it is not wonderful that it generally finds more quarter, even among
i-eligious persons, than other vices, which are not marked with so black a

brand in the Holy Scriptures. Too many professing to be tlie disciples

of Christ, '' bless the covetous, whom God abhorreth," and speak to them
as if they were doubtless true Christians ; because of their steadiness in

the profession of a doctrinal system, and a mode of worship ; attended by-

morality, where money is not concerned and scandal might be incurred

;

and a narrow disproportionate contribution from their abundance, to sup-

port the mterest of a society or a party. Thus the " vile fkerson is called

liberal, and the churl is said to be bountiful :" and the idola^ of worship-
ping money has seldom been execrated equally with that of them, " whose
god is their belly ;" unless when so enormous as to become a kind of in-

sanity.—The luost frugal support of religious worship, with the most dis-

interested pastors and managers, is attended with an expense that the

poor of the flock are utterly unable to defray : by this opening, Hold-the-
world and Money-love frequently obtain admission, and acquire undue
influence among "Pilgrims. And when the efFect of remaining selfishness

in the hearts of true believers, insinuating itself under the specious plea

of prudence and necessity, and the ill consequences of specious hypocrites

ascociating with tliem, are duly considered; with the censure that must
fall upon a few obscure individuals who attempt to stem the torrent; it

will appear evident that the rich, and they who are growing rich have
more nee<\ of sejf-examination and jealeusy over their own hearts than
any other persons ; because they will be less plainly warned and reprov-

ed, in paldic and private^ than tlieir Inferiors.
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judge and condemn all but themselves : but I pray what and

how many were the things wherein you differed ?

By. Why they, after their headstrong manner, conclude,

that it is their duty to rush on their journey all weathers ; and

I am for waiting for wind and tide. They are for hazarding

all for God at a clap, and I am for taking all advantages to se-

cure my life and estate. They are for holding their notions

though all other men be against them ; but I am for religion in

what, and so far as, the times and my safety will bear it.

They are for religion when in rags and contempt ; but I am
for him when he walks in his golden sHppers, in the sun-shine,

and with applause.

Hold. Ay, and hold you there still, good Mr. By-ends : for

my part, I can count him but a fool, that having the liberty to

keep what he has, shall be so unwise as to lose it. Let us be
'* wise as serpents ;" it is best * to make hay when the sun

shines ;' you see how the bee lieth still in winter, and bestirs

her only when she can have profit with pleasure. God sends

sometimes rain and sometimes sun-shine : if they be such fools

as to go through the first, yet let us be content to take fair

weather along with us. For my part, I like that religion best

that will stand with the security of God's good blessings unto

us : for who can imagine, that is ruled by his reason, since

God has bestowed upon us the good things of this life, but that

he would have us keep them for his sake ? Abraham and Solo-

mon grew rich in religion. And Job says that a good man
*' shall lay up gold as dust." But he must not be such as the

men before us, if they be as you have described them.
Save. I think that we are all agreed in this matter, and

therefore there needs no more words about it.

Money. No, there needs no more words about this matter

indeed ; for he that believes neither scripture nor reason, (and

(u) This expression of Solomon was probably intended to caution us

against excessive zeal for some detached parts of religion to the ne-
glect of others, or against superstitious austerities and enthusiastical delu-
sions, or any extremes, which always lead men off from vital g^odliness :

or, as some thinks it is the objection of an opponent, which he afterward
answers : but it is the constant plea of those, who neglect the most essen-

tial daties of their place and station, to avoid the cross, and preserve their

worldly mterests ; and thus " they wrest the Sci-iptures to their own de
jcL'-uctioa."



By ends proposes a question : Money-love^s ans-jcer. 140

ou see we hare both on our side,) neither knows hie own
liberty, nor seeks his own safety, {w)

By. My brethren, we are, you see, going all on pilgrimage,

and for our better diversion from things that are bad, give me
leave to propound unto you this question :

Suppsose a man, a minister or tradesman, &c. should have
an advantage lie before him to get the good blessings of this life,

yet so as that he can by no means come by them except, in

appearance at least, he becomes extraordinary zealous in some
points of religion that he meddled not with before, may he
not use this means to attain his end, and yet be a right honest

man? ,'

Money. I see the bottom of your question ; and, with these

gentlemen's good leave, I will endeavour to shape you an an-

swer. And first, to speak to your question, as it concerns a

minister himself. Suppose a minister, a worthy man, possess-

ed but of a very small benefice, and has in his eye a greater,

more fat and plump by far : he has also now, an opportunity of

getting of it
;
yet so as by beina: more stndious, by preaching

more frequently and zealously, and because the temper of the

people requires it, by altering of some of his principles : for

my part, I see no reason but a man may do this, provided he

has a call, ay, and more a great deal besides, and yej be an

honest man. For why ?

1. His desire of a greater benefice is lawful; this cannot

be contradicted, since it is set before him by Providerice ; so

then he may get it if he can, making no question for con-

science' sake.

2. Besides, his desire after that benefice niakes him more

\iv) This dialogue is not in the least more absurd and selfish, than the

liscourse of many %vho attend ou the preaching of the gospel, aiid expect
be thought believers. 7 hey connect ^ the wisdom ofthe serpent" with

iiis craft and malice, not .with the harmlessuess of the dove : if worldly

lucre be the hi-ney, they imitate the be^^, and only attend to religion when
they can gain by it : they cut and sKiape their creed and conduct to suit

the times, and to please those among wboi:^ they live : they determine
to keep what they have at any rate, and to get more, if it can be done
without open scandal ; never seriously recollecting that they are mere
stewards of provid ntial advantages, of which a strict account must at last

be given ; and, iusteaJ of willingly renouncing or expending them, for

the Lord's sake, v.'hen his providence or commandment requires it, they
determine to hoard them up for themselves and families, or to spend them
in worldly indiilgence ; hcd then quote and pervert scripture to varziisk

*:>Ter this base idolatry.
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studious, a more zealous preacher, &c, ; and so makes him a

better man, yea, makes him better improve his parts ; whicli

is according to the mind ofGod.

3. Now, as for the complying with the temper of his peo-

ple by deserting, to serve them, some of his principles, this

argueth that be is of a self-denying temper, of a sweet and
winning deportment ; and so more fit for the ministerial func-

tion.

4. I conclude, then, that a minister that changes a small for

SLgreatf should not, for so doing, be judged as covetous ; but

rather, since he is improved in his parts and industry thereby,

be counted as one that pursues his call, and the opportunity

put into his hand to do good, (x)

And now to the second part of the que^stion, which concerns

the tradesman you mentioned :" suppos^ such an one to have
but a poor employ in the world ; but by becoming religious

he may mend his market, perhaps get a rich wile, or more
and far better customers to his shop. For my part, I see no
reason but this ma.j be lawfully done. For why ?

1. To become religious is a virtue, by what means soever a

man becomes so.

2. Nor is it unlawful to get a rich wile, or more custom to

my shop.

3. Besides, the man that gets these by becoming religious,

gets that which is good, of them that are good, by becoming
good himself ; so then here is a good wife, and good custom-

ers, and good gain, and all these by becoming religious,

which is good : therefore, to become religious to get all these

is a good and profitable design.

(x) There is a fund oi' satirical humour in the supposed case here very
gravely stated ; and if the author, in his accurate observations on man-
kind, selected his example from among the mercenaries that are the scan-

dal of the established church, her most faithful friends will not greatly

resent this conduct of a dissenter.—The worthy clergyman seeks Jirst

(uot "the kingdom of God and his righteousness," or the giory of God in

tiie salvation of souls, but) a rich benefice : to attain this primary object,

means must be used ; and hypocritical pretensions; to diligence, zeal, pie-

ty, with some change of doctrine, merely to please men, seem most likely

to succeed ; and so this most base, prevaricating, selfish and ungodly plan

is adopted I In how many thousands of instances has this been an awful
reality ? How often has it been pleaded for, as prudent and laudable, by
men, not only pretending to common honesty and sincerity, but calling;

ibemsdvcs the disciples of Jesus Christ I
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This answer, thus made by this Mr. Money-love to Mr. By
ends's question, was highly applauded by them all ; wherefor<'

they concluded upon the whole ihat it was most wholesome
and advantageous. And because, as they thought, no man was
able to contradict it, and because Christian and Hopeful were
yet within call, they jointly agreed to assault them with this

question as soon as they overtook them ; and the rather be
cause they had opposed Mr. By-ends before. So they called

after them, and they stopped and stood still till they came up to

them : but they concluded, as they went, that not Mr. By-
ends, but old Mr. Hold-the-world, should propound the ques-

tion to them ; because, as they supposed, their answer to

him would be without the remainder of that heat, that was
kindled between Mr.^By-ends and them at their parting a little

before. ^

So they came up to each other, and, after a short salutation,

Mr. Hold-the-world propounded the question to Christian and

his fellow, and bid them to answ^er it if they could.

Then said Christian, Even a babe in religion may answer
ten thousand such questions. For if it be unlawful to follow

Christ for loaves, as it is ;* how much more is it abominable

to make him and religion a stalking-horse to get and enjoy the

world ? Nor do we find any "Other than heathens, hypocrites,

devils, and witches, that are of this opinion.

Heathens : for when Hamor and Shechem had a mind to the

daughter and cattle of Jacob, and saw that there were no ways
for them to come at them, but by becoming circumcised

;

they say to their companions, '' If every male of us be cir-

cumcised, as they are circumcised, shall not their cattle, and
their substance, and every beast of their's be ours ?" Their
daughters and their cattle were that which they sought to ob-

tain, and their religion the stalking-horse they made use* of to

come at them. Read the whole story, Gen. xxxiv. 20—24.

The hypocritical Pharisees were also of this religion : long

prayers were the pretence : but to get widows' houses was

their intent, and greater damnation was from God their judg-

ment.!
Judas the devil was also of this religion : he was religious for

the bag, that he might be possessed of what was therein ; but

he was lost, a castaway, and the very son of perdition.

Simon the witch was of this religion too j for he would have

* John vi. 26, 27. t Luke xx. 46, 47.
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had the Holy Ghost, that he might have got money therewith ',

and his sentence from Peter's mouth was accordingly.*

Neither will it out of my mind, but that that man, that takes

up religion for the world, will throw away religion for the

world ; for so surely as Judas designed the world in becoming
religious, so surely did he also sell religion and his Master for

the same.—To answer the question therefore affirmatively, as

I perceive you have done, and to accept of, as authentic, such
answer, is both heathenish, hypocritical, and devihsh ; and

your reward will be according to your works.—Then they

stood staring one upon another, but had not wherewith to an-

swer Christian. Hopeful also approved of the soundness of

Christian's answer ; so there was a great silence among them.
Mr. By-ends and his company also staggered and kept behind,

that Christian and Hopeful might outgo them. Then said

Christian to his fellow, If these men cannot stand before the

sentence of men, what will they do with the sentence of God ?

And, if they are mute when dealt with by vessels of clay,

what will they do when they shall be rebuked by the flames

of a devouring fire ? (y)
Then Christian and Hopeful outwent them again, and went

till they came at a delicate plain, '.ailed Ease ; Where they
went with much content : but that plain was but narrow, so

thev were quickly got over it. Now at the further side of

* Acts viii. 18--23.

(y) God permits Satan to bait his hook with some Trorldly advantage,in
order to induce men to renounce their profession, expose their hypocrisy,

or disgrace the gospel : and they, (poor deluded mortals 1) call it ' aa
opening of Providence.' The Lord indeed puts the object in their way, if

they will break his commandments in order to seize upon it : but he does

this in order to prove them, and to show whether they most love him or

their worldly interests ; and it is the devil that tempts them to seize the

advantage by smful compliances or hypocritical pretences that he may
" take them captive at his will." The arguments here adduced, by an
admirable imitation of the pleas often used on siich occasions, are only
valid on the supposition that religion is a mere external appearance, and
has nothing to do with the state of the heart and affections ; and in short,

that hypocrisy and ptely are words precisely of the same meaning.—Upon
the whole, the answer of Christian, thought somewhat rough, is so appo-
site and conclusive, that it is sufficient to fortify every honest and atten-

tive mind against all the arguments, which the whole tribe of time-serv-

ing professors of Christianity ever did, or ever can adduce, in support of

their ingenious schemes and assiduous efforts to reconcile religion with
covetousness and love of the world, or to render it subservient to their

secular interests.
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that plain was a little Hill, called Lucre, and in that Hill a

silver mine, which some of them that had formerly gone that

way, because of the rarity of it, had turned aside to see ; but

going too near the brink of the pit, the ground, being deceitful

under them, broke, and they were slain : some also had been
maimed there, and could not to their dying day be their own
men again, (z)

Then I saw in my dream, that a little off the road, over

against the siver mine, stood Demas, gentleman-like, to call

to passengers to come and see ; who said to Christian and

his fellow. Ho! turn aside hither, and I will show you a

thing, (a)

(s) When the church enjoys outward peace and prosperity (which has

been generally but for a transient season,) they, who profess the gospel, are

peculiarly exposed to the temptation of seeking worldly riches and
distinctions ; and many in such circumstances are more disconcerted and
disposed to murmur, if excluded from sharmg these idolized prizes, than

Christians in general appear to have been, under the most cruel persecu-

tions ; when these objects were placed at such a distance as to lose most
of their attractive influence.—But the Hill Lucii£, with the silver mmc.
is a little out of the Pilgrim's path, even in times of the greatest outward
rest and security : and while those, " who will be rich, fall into temptation

and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in

destruction and perdition :" others, forgetting that " the love of money is

the root of all e\il, havmg coveted after it, have erred from the faith, and
pierced themselves through with many sorrows."

(a) We know not in what way the love of this present world influenc-

ed Demas to torsake i?t. Paul : and it is not agreed whether he afterward

repented, or whether he was finally an apostate : yet our author is war-
ranted by the general opmioa in thus using his name, and afterward
joining it with those of Gehazi, Judas, and others, who perished by that

idolatry. The love of money does not always spring from a desire of co-

vetously hoarlmg it: but often from a vain affectation of gentility which
is emphatically implied by the epithet gentleman-like^ bestowed on De-
mas. The cormexions that professors form in a day of ease and prosperi-

ty, and the example of the world around them, and eVen that of numbers
who would be thought to love the gospel, seduce them insensibly into a

style of living ttiat they cannot afford, in order to avoid the imputation
of being sordid and singular. An increasing family insures additional

expense ; and children genteelly educated naturally expect to be provid-

ed for accordingly. Thus debts are contracted and gradually accumu-
late : it is neither so easy nor reputable to retrench, as it was to launch
out : and numerous tempters induce men thus circumstanced to turn
aside to the Hill Lucre ; that is, to leave the direct path of probity and
piety, that they may obtain supplies to their urgent and clamorous neces-

sities.—Toung persons, when they first set out in life, often lay the foun-

dation for innumerable evils, by vainly emulating the expensive style of

those in tlie same line of business, or the same i-ank in the community,
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Chr. What things so desen'ing as to turn us out of the way :'

Demas. Here is a silver noine, and some digging in it for

who are enabled to support such expenses, either by extensive dealings

<r unjustiiiable meaus. Many are the bankruptcies, which oriorinaie

:rom this mistaken conduct: and besides this, it is often found, that fajj

profits are inadequate to uphold the appearance which was at first need-

-cssly assumed ; so that necessity is pleaded for engaging: in tlio?e branchf^
• if trade, or seizing on those emoluments, which the conduct of worldly
;»eople screen from total scandal, but which are evidently contrary to the

word of God, and the plain rule of exact truth and rectitude ; and whicl;

render their consciences very uneasy. But who can bear the mortifica-

tion of owning himself poorer than he was thought to be? Who dart

risk the consequences of being suspected to be insolvent ?—In these en-

snaring circumstances, professed Christians, if not powerfully influenced

by religious principles, will be almost sure to embrace Demas ^s invitation,

along with By-ends, 3Ioney-love, and Save-all ; and if ihey be '* not

drowned in destruction and perdition," will "fall into temptation and ?.

snare, and pierce themselves through with many sorrows.'" It therefon.

is incumbent on every one, well to consider, that it is as nnrust to contract

debts for superfluous indulgencies, or to obtain credit by false appearan-
ces of aflluence, as it is to dc-fraud by any other imposition : and that this

kind oi dishonesty makes way for innumerable temptations to more dis-

graceful species of the same crime : not to speak of its absolute inconsis-

tency with piety and charity.

But none are in this respect so much exposed as ministers and their

families, when, having no private fortune, they are situated among thr

affluent and genteel : and by yielding to the temptation, they are oUeis

incapacitated from paying their debts "with punctuality: *hey are indu-

ced to degrade their office by stooping to unsuitable methods of extricalin:,

themselves out of difficulties, from which strict frugality would have pre-

served them, and by laying themselves imder obligations to such men a^

are capable of abusing their purchased superiority : and, above all,they ar;

generally led to place their children in situations and connexions highly

unfavourabie to the interests of theirisouls, in order to procure them a gen-

teel provision. If we form our judgment on this subject from the Holy
Scripture, we shall not think of finding the true ministers of Christ among
the higher classes in the community, in matters of external appearance or

tndulgence. That information and learning which many of them have
the opportunity of acquiring, may render them acceptable company to

the affluent, especially to such as love them for their work's sake ; and
even the exercise of Christian tempers will improve the urbanity acquir-

ed by a liberal education, where faithfulness is not concerned. But if a

minister thinks, that the attention of the great or noble requires him to

copy their expensive style of living, he grievously mistakes the matter.

—

For this will generally forfeit the opinion before entertained of his good
sense and regard to propriety : and his official declnratiwis, concerning the

vanity of earthly things, and the Christian's indifference to them, will be
suspected of insincerity ; while it is observed, that he conforms to the

world, as far or even farther than his circumstances will admit : an^ thui

respect will often be changed into disgust. Nay, indeed, the superior

orders m society do not choose lo be too closely copied, in those thiuga

T 13
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treasure ; if you will come, with a little pains you may richly
provide for yourselves.

Then said Hopeful, Let us go see.

Not I, said Christian, I have heard of this place before now,
and how many have there been slain ; and besides, that trea-

f^uTc is a snare to those that seek it ; for it hindereth them in

their pilgrimage.

Then Christian called to Demas, saj^ing, is not the way dan-
gerous ? hath it not hindered many in their pilgrimage ?

Demas. Not very dangerous, except to those that are care-
less.—Bnt withal he blushed as he spake.

Then said Christian to Hopeful, let us not stir a step, but
still keep on our way. (6)

which they deem their exclusive privileges ; especially by one who,
(they must think,) secretly depends on them to defray the expense of the
intrusive competition. The consistent minister of Christ will certainly

desire to avoid every thing mean and sordid, and to retrench in evei y
other way rather tlian exhibit the appearance of penury : but, provided
he and hi* family can maintain a decent simplicity, and the credit of punc-
tuality in his payments, he will not think of aspiring any higher. If, in

order to do this, he be compelled to exercise considerable self-denial, ho
will think little of it, while he looks more to Jesua and his Apostle;, than
to the few of a superior rank who profess the gospel : and could he afford,

something genteel and fashionable, lie would deem it more desirable to

'levote a larger portion to pious and charitable uses, than to squander it

in vain affectation.—Perhaps Satan never carried a more important point,

within the visible church, than when the opinion was adopted, that the

clergy ivere gentlemen byproftssion; and when he led them to infer from
It, tUal tlyty and their fainiUes ougkt to live in a genteel and fashionablt

style. As the body of the clergy have been mostly but slenderly provid-

ed for : when they were thus taught to imitate the appearance of the af-

fluent, the most effectual step was taken to reduce them to abject depend-
ence ; to convert them into parasites and flatterers ; to render them
very indulgent to the vices of the rich and great ; or even to tempt theni

to become the instruments of accomplishing tlieir ambitious or licentious

designs; and no small part of the selfishness an i artifices of the clergy,

which are now made a pretext for abolishing the order, and even for re-

nouncing Christianity, have in fact, originated from this fatal mistake.

In proportion as the same principle is adopted by ministers of any descrip-

tion, similar effects will follow ; and a decree of dependence, inconsistent

with unembarrassed faithfulness, must be the consequence : nor can we
in all cases, and without respect of persons, " declare the whole counsel

of God," unless we be willing, if required, to be, and to appear as, the

poor followers of Him ^' who had not where to lay his head."

(6) Inexperienced believers are very liable to be seduced by the exam-
ple and persuasions of hypocrites ; and to deviate from the direct path,

in order to obtain worldly advantages, by means that many deem fair

and honourable. In this case the counsel and warnings of an experienc-

ed companion are of the greatest moment.
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Hope. I will warrant you when By-ends comes up, if he
hath the same invitation as we, he will turn in thither to see.

Chr. No doubt thereof, for his principles lead him that way,
and a hundred to one but he dies there.

Then Demas called again, saying. But will you not come
over and see ?

Then Christian roundly answered, saying, Demas, thou art

an enemy to the right ways of the Lord of this way , and hast

been already condemned, for thine own turning aside, by one of

his Majesty's Judges ;* and why seekest thou to bring us into

the like condemnation ? Besides, if we at all turn aside, our

Lord the King will certainly hear thereof, and will there put us

to shame, where we would stand with boldness before him.

Demas .cried again that he also was one of their fraternity
;

and that if they would tarry a little he also himself would walk
with them.

Then said Christian, What is thy name ? Is it not the same
by the which 1 have called thee ?

Demas. Yes, my name is Demas : I am the son of Abraham.
Chr. I know you : Gehazi was your great grandfather,

and Judas your fother, and you have trod their steps ; it is

but a devilish prank that thou usest : thy father was hanged for

a traitor, and thou deservest no better reward. t Assure thy-

self that when we come to the King we will tell him of this

thy behaviour.—Thus they went their way.
By this time By-ends and his companions were come again

within sight, and they at the first beck went over to Demas.
Now, whether they fell into the pit by looking over the brink

thereof, or whether they went down to dig, or whether they

were smothered in the bottom by the damps that commonly
arise, of these things 1 am not certain ; but this I observed,

that they never were seen again in the way.—Then sang

Christian :

—

' By-ends and silver Demas both agree ;

One calls, the other runs, that he may be

A sharer in his lucre ; so these two
Take up in this world, and no further g^o."

Now I saw that, just on the other side of this plain, the

Pilgrims came to a place where stood an old Monument hard

by the highway side, at the sight of which they were both

concerned, because of the strangeness of the form thereof,

* 2 Tim. iv, 10. t 2 Kin^s v. 20—27. Matt, xxvi. 14, 15. xxvii. 3—5.
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for it seemed to them as if it had been a woman transformeil

iQto the shape of a pillar. Here therefore they stood looking

and looking upon it ; but could not for a time tell what they

should make thereof : at last hopeful espied written above
upon the head thereof a writing in an unusual hand ; but he,

being no scholar, called to Christian (for he was learned,) to

see if he could pick out the meaning : so he came, and after u

little laying of letters together, he found the same to be this.

' Remember Lost's wife." So he read it to his fellow ; after

which they both concluded that that was the pillar of salt into

which Lost's wife was turned, for her looking with a covetous

heart when she was going from Sodom.* Which sudden and

amazing sight gave them occasion of this discourse.

Chr. Ah, my brother ! this is a seasonable sight : it came
opportunely to us after the invitation which Demas gave us to

come over to view the Hill Lucre ; and had we gone over, as

he desired us, and as thou wast inclining to do, my brother we
had, for aught I know, been made ourselves a spectacle foi

those that shall come after to behold.

Hope. I am sorry that 1 was so foolish, and am made to

wonder that I am not now as Lot's wife ; for wherein was the

difference betwixt her sin and mine ? she only looked back, and

I had a desire to go see. Let grace be adored, ^d let me be
ashamed that ever such a thing should be in mine heart.

Chr, Let us take notice of what we see here for our help

for time to come ; this woman escaped one judgment, for she

fell not by the destruction of Sodom
;
yet she was destroyed

by another, as we see, she is turned into a pillar of salt.

Hope. True, and she may be to us both caution and exam-
ple ; caution, that we should shun her sin ; or a sign of what
judgment will overtake such as shall not be prevented by this

caution : so Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, \vith the two hun-

dred and fifty men that perished in their sin, did also become
a sign or example to others to beware, j But above all, 1 muse
at one thing, to wit, how Demas and his fellows can stand so

confidently yonder to look for that treasure, which this wo-
man but for looking behind her after, (for we read not that

she stept one foot out of the way,) was turned into a pillar of

salt ; especially since the judgment which overtook her did

make her an example within sight of where they are : for

* Gen. xix. 26. t Num. xxvi, 9, 10.
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they cannot choose but see her, did they but lift up their

eyes, (c)

Chr. It is a thing to be wondered at, and it argueth that

their heart is grown desperate in that case ; and 1 caonot tell

whom to compare them to so fitly, as to them that pick pock-

ets in the presence of the judge, or that will cut purses under

the gallows. It is said of the men of Sodom, that " they were
sinners exceedingly," because they were sinners " before the

Lord," that is, in his eye-sight, and notwithstanding the kind-

nesses that he had showed them ; for the land of Sodom was
now like the garden of Eden heretofore.* This therefore

provoked him the more to jealousy, and made their plague as

hot as the fire of the Lord out of heaven could make it. And it

is most rationally to be concluded, that such, even such as these

are, that shall sin in the sight, yea, and that too in despite, of

such examples that are set continually before them to caution

them to the contrary, must be partakers of severest judgments.

Hope. Doubtless thou hast said the truth ; but what a mercy
is it, that neither thou, but especially 1, am not made myselt"

this example ! This ministereth occasion to us to thank God,

to fear before him, and always to " remember Lot's wife."

I saw then, that they went on their way to a pleasant River,

which David the king called " the River of God :" but John,
" the River of the water of life."t Nowt heir way lay just up-

on the bank ofthe River : here therefore Christian and his com-
panion walked with great delight : they drank also of the water

ofthe River, which was pleasant and enlivening to their weary
spirits. Besides, on the banks of this River,"^ on either side,

were green trees for all manner of fruit ; and the leaves they

* Gen. xiiL 10, 13. t Psa.4xv. 9. Ezek.xlvii. Rev.xxi, 1.

(c) It is indeed most Tronderful that men, who profess to believe the

Bible, can so confidently attempt to reconcile the love of the world with
the service of God ; -whrn the instruction?, warnings and examples in the

sacred volume, which show the fatal consequences of such endeavours,

are so numerous, express, and affecting I If Lot's wife, who merely han-
kered after the possession- she had left behind in Sodorn, and looked back
with a design of returhinir, was made a monument of the Lord's ven-
geance, and a warning to all future ages ; what will be the doom of those

professed Christian!-, who habitually prefer worldly gain, or the vain

pomp and indulgence that may be purchased with it, to tiie honour of

Christ, and obedience to his most reasonable commandraeats ? The true

eause of this infatuation is here assigned : th-^y • do not liti up their eyes J*

and it is to be feared most of them never will, before " they lift them up
in hell, being in torments."

13*
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ate to prevent surfeits, and other diseases that are incident to

those that heat their hlood by travels. On either side of the

River was also a meadow, curiously beautified with lilies
;

and it was green all the year long. In this meadow they lay

down and slept : for here they might lie down safely.* When
they awoke, they gathered again of the fruit of the trees, and

drank again of the water of the River, and then lay down again

to sleep. Thus they did several days and nights Then they

Behold ye how these crystal streams do glide.

To comfort Pilgrims by the highway-side.

The meadows green, besides their fragrant smell,

Yield dainties for them : and he that can lell

What pleasant fruit, yea, leaves these trees do yield,

Will soon sell all that he may buy this field.'

So when they were disposed to go on (for they were not

as yet at their Journey's end,) they ate, and drank, and de-

parted, (d)

* Psa. xxiii. Isa. xiv. 30.

(d) When Abraham had given place to his nephew Lot, and receded

from his interest for the credit of his religion, he was immediately favour-

ed with a most encouraging vision.* Thus the Pilgrims, having becjt

enabled to resist the temptation to turn aside for lucre, were indulged

with more abundant spiritual consolations.t The Holy Spirit, the inex-

haustible source of life, light, holiness and joy, is represented by the
»' River of God ;"' even that " River of the water of life, clear as crystal,

proceeding out of the throne of God and the Lamb."| All believers ptr-

take of his sacred influences, which prepare the soul for heavenly felicit}-,

and are earnests and pledges of it : but there are seasons when he com-
municates his holy comforts in larger measure ; when the Christian sees

such glory in the salvation of Christ ; so clearly ascertains his interest in

it ; and realizes his obligations and privilege?, with such lively exercises

of adoring love, gratitude and joy, that he is raised above his darkness

and difficulties; enjoys sweet communion with God; forgets, for the

moment, the pain of former conflicts and the prospect of future trials

;

fmds his inbred corruptions reduced to a stete of subjection, and his mala-
dies healed by lively exercises of faith in the divine Saviour ; and antici-

pates with unspeakable delight the glory that shall be revealed. Then
communion with humble believers, (the lilies that adorn the banks of

the river,) is very pleasant ; and the soul's rest and satisfaction in God
and his service are safe, and his c ilm confidence is well grounded ; being
widely different from every species of carnal security. Had this River
been intended as the emblem of pardon, ju5tiiicHtion and adoption, a&
some understand the pKssage. it would not have been thus occasionally
introduced ; for these belong to believers at a'l times, without any inter

* Gen. xiii. l-i^ U'. t Mark x. 23— LlO. ^ Rev. xxii. 1.
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Now 1 beheld in my dream, that they had not journeyed far

but the River and the way for a time parted ; at which they
were not a Uttle sorry, yet they durst not go out of the way.
Now the way from the River was rough, and their feet tender
by reason oftheir travels : so " the souls of the Pilgrims were
much discouraged because of the way."* Wherefore, still as

they went on, they wished for better way. Now a little be-

fore them, there was on the left hand of the road a Meadow, and
a stile to go over into it ; and that Meadow is called By-path
meadow. Then said Christian to his fellow, If this Meadow
lieth along by our way-side let's go over into it. Then he
went to the stile to see, and behold a path lay along by the

way on the other side of the fence. 'Tis according to my
wish, said Christian, here is the easiest going ; come, good
Hopeful, and let us go over, (e)

* Num. xxi. 4.

ruption or variation : but the more abundant consolations of the Spirit

are not vouchsafed in the same manner, and on them the actual enjoy-

ment of our privileges in a g^eat measure depends.

(e) Believers, even when in the path of duty, walking by faith, and
supported by the sanctifying influences of the Spirit, may be abridged of

those holy consolations which they have experienced : and if this trial be
accompanied with temporal losses, poverty, sickness, the unkindness of
friends or ill usage from the world, they may be greatly discouraged ; and
Satan may have a special advantage in tempting them to discontent, dis-

trust, envy or coveting. Thus, being more disposed to * wish for a better

way,' than to pray earnestly for an increase of faith and patience, they
£re tempted to look out for some method of declining the cross, or shifting

the difficulty which wearies them : nor will it be long before some expe-
dient for a temporary relief will be suggested. The path of duty being

rough, a by-path is discovered which seems to lead the same way : but, if

they will thus turn aside, though they need not break through a hedge,

they must go over a stile. The commandments of God mark out the

path of holiness and safety : but a deviation from the exact strictness of

them may sometimes be plausible, and circumstances may seem to invito

to it. Men imagine some providential interposition, giving ease to the

weary ; and they think that the precept may be interpreted with some
latitude, that prudence should be exercised, and that scrupulousness about
little things is a mark of legality or superstition. Thus by " leaning t<./

their own understandings,"' and "trusting in their own hearts," in-

stead of asking counsel of the lord, they hearken to the tempter. Noi-

ls it uncommon for Christians of deeper experience, and more established

vepytation to mislead their juniors, by turning aside from the direct lino

of obedience. For the Lord leaves them to themselves, to repress their

self-confidence, and keep them entirely dependent on him; and th"«

i£.a.(.:ies young converts to follow no man further than he follows Chrisx
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Hope. But how if this path should lead us out of the way .'

That's not like, said the other. Look, doth it not go along

by the way-side ?—So Hopeful being persuaded by his fellow,

went after him over the stile. When they were gone over,

and were got into the path, they found it very easy for their

feet ; and, withal, they looking before them espied a man
walking as they did, and his name was Vain-confidence : so

they called after him and asked him Avhither that way led ?

He said, to the Celestial Gate. ' Look,' said Christian, ' did

not I tell you so ? by this you may see we are right.' So they

followed, and he went before them. But behold the night

came on, and it grew very dark ; so that they that were be-

hind lost the iight of him that went before. (/)
He therefore that went before, (Vain-contidence by name,)

not seeing the way before him, fell into a deep pit,* which
was on purpose there made by the prince of those grounds to

catch vainglorious fools withal, and was dashed in pieces with

liis fall, (g)
Now Christian and his fellow heard him fall : so they called

to know the matter ; but there was none to answer, only they

'^ Isa. ix. 16.

(.0 1^ would not be politic in Satan to temp' believers at first to fla-

grant crimes, at which their hearts revolt : and therefore he endeavours
to draw them aside, under various pretences, into such plausible devia-

tions as seem to be of no bad repute or material consequence. But every

wrong step makes way for further temptations, and serves to render other

sins apparently necessary : and if it be a deliberate violation of the least

precept in the smallest instance, from carnal motives, it involves such self-4

will, unbelief, ingratitude, jiud worldly idolatry, as will most certainly ex-l

})ose the believer to sharp rebukes and painful corrections. The example
j

also of vain pretenders to religion, of whom perhaps, at the first interview,

too favourable an opinion ha-s been formed, helps to increase the confi-

dence of him who has departed from the path of obedience : for these

men often express the strongest assurance, and venture to violate the pre-

cepts of Christ, under pretence of honouring his free grace, and knowing
their liberty and privilege I But darkness must soon envelope all who fol-

low such guides, and the most extreme distress and danger are directly in

the way they take.

(g) This circumstance may represent the salutary effects which are

sometimes produced on ofiending believers, by the awful death of some
vainglorious hypocrite, to whom they have given too much attention.

The Lord, however, will in one way or other deliver his servants from
the temporary prevalence of vain -confidence ; while presumptuous traqs-

gressors perish in the pit of duikness and despair.
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heard a groaning. Then said Hopeful, Where are we now ?

Then was his fellow silent, as mistrusting that he had led hmi

out of the way ; and now it began to rain, and thunder and

lighten, in a very dreadful manner ; and the water roSe

amain. (^)
Then hopeful groaned in himself, saying, * O that I had

kept on my way !'

Chr. Who could have thought that this path should have
led us out of the way ?

Hope. I was afraid of it at the very first, and therefore gave

you that gentle caution. I would have spoken plainer, but

that you are older than I.

Chr. Good brother, be not offended, I am sorry I have

brought thee out of the way, and that I have put thee into such

imminent danger : pray, my brother, forgive me ; I did not do

it of an evil intent.

Hope. Be comforted, my brother, for 1 forgive thee ; and

believe, too, th^.t this shall be for our good.

Chr. I am glad I have with me a merciful brother : but we
must not stand thus ; let us try to go back again.

Hope. But, good brother, let me go before.

Chr. No, if you please, let me go first, that if there beany'
danger I may be first therein ; because by my means we arc

both gone out of the way. (i)

No, said Hopeful, you shall not go first ; for your mind be-

ing troubled may lead you out of the way again.—Then, for

their encouragement, they heard the voice of one saying,

" Let thine heart be towards the highway ; even the way that

thou wentest turn again."* But by this time the waters were
greatly risen, by reason of which the way of going back was

* Jer. xxxi. 21.
(/i) The holy law condemns every tran?<ire??ion : \\hen the Christian,

therefore, has iallen into wilful sin, he i? often led to tear that his faith is

>lead, that he is still un;ler (he law, and thai his person as well as his con-
duct is liable to its ri,^hteoui? condemn'ition. Thus he is brought back
agam, as it v/ere, to the tempest, thunder and lijihtnlng of mount Sinai.

(i) This dialogue is very natural and instructive, and exhibits that
spirit of mutual tenderness, forbearance, and sympathy, which becomes
Christians in such perplexing circum^^tances. They, who have misled
others into sin, should not only ask forgiveness of God, but of them also

;

and they vho have been drawn aside by the example and persuasion of
their brethren, should be careful not to 'jpli aid or discourage tl:>em, when
Ihcy become sensible of their fault.

w
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^

Tery dangerous. (Then I thought that it is easier going out

of the way when we are in, than going in when we are out.)

Yet they adventured to go back ; but it was so dark, and the

flood was so high, that in their going back they had like to

have been drowned, nine or ten times, (k)

Neither could they, with all the skill they had, get again to

the stile that night. Wherefore at last, lighting under a little

shelter, they sat down there till the day brake ; but being
weary they fell asleep. Now there was not far from the place

where they lay, a Castle, called Doubting-Castle, the owner
whereof was Giant Despair : and it was in his grounds they
now were sleeping. Wherefore, he getting up in the morning
early, and walking up and down in his fields, caught Christian

and Hopeful asleep in his grounds. Then with a grim and
surly voice he bid them awake, and asked them whence they
were, and what they did in his grounds ? They told him they
were Pilgrims, and that they had lost their way. Then said

the Giant, You have this night trespassed on me by trampling

in, and lying on, my ground, and therefore you must go along

with me. So they were forced to go, because he was stronger

than they. They also had but little to say, for they knew
themselves in a fault. The Giant, therefore, drove them be-

fore him, and put them into his Castle into a very dark dun-

(fc) When such as have turned aside are called upon in Scripture to re-

turn to God and his ways, the exhortation implies a promise of accept-

ance to all who comply with it, and may be considered as immediately
addressed to every one with whose character and situation it corresponds.

It might be thought, indeed, that an experienced believer, when convinced
of any sin, would find little ditficulty in returning to his duty and recover-

ing his peace. But a deliberate transgression, however trivial it might
seem at the moment, appears upon the retrospect to be an act of most un-
grateful and aggravated rebellion ; so that it brings such darkness upon
the soul, and guilt on the conscience, as frequently causes a man to sus-

pect that all his religion has been a delusion. And, when he would at-

tempt to set out anew, it occurs to him, that all his past endeavours and
expectations, for many years, have been frustrated, he can entertain little

hope of bettor success hereafter ; as he knows not how to use other means,

or greater earnestness, than he has already em])loyed, as he fears, to no
purpose. Nor will Satan ever fail, in these circumstances, to pour in such

suggestions as may overwhelm the soul with an apprehension that the

case is hopeless, and God inexorable. The believer will not, indeed, be
prevailed upon by these discouragements wholly to neglect all attempts to

recover his ground : but he often resembles a man who is groping in the

dark and cannot find his way, or who is passing through a deep and rapid

stream, and struggling hard to keep his head above water.
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geon, nasty and stinking to the spirits of these two men. (/)

Here then they lay, from Wednesday morning till Saturday

(/) When David had fallen into the depths of sin and distress, he cried

most earnestly to the Lord ; and Jonah did the same in the fish's belly.

Extraordinary CHses require singular diligence ; even as greater exertion

is necessary to get out of a pit than to walk upon level ground. "When
heliever?, therefore, have brought themselves, by transgressions, into great

terror and anguish of conscience, it is foolish to expect that God will
" restore to them th€ joy of his salvation," till they have made the most
unreserved confessions of their guilt : humbly deprecated his deserved
wrath in persevering prayer, and used peculiar diligence in every thing

that accompanies repentance and faith in Christ ; and tends to greater

watchfulness, circumspection, and self-denial. But they often seek re-

lief in a more compendious way : and, as they do not wholly omit their

customary religious exercises, or vindicate and repeat their transgressions;

they endeavour to quiet themselves by general notions of the mercy of

God through Jesus Christ, and the security of the new covenant ; and the

storm in their consciences subsiding, they ' find a little shelter,' and '' wait

for a more convenient opportunity'" , of recovering their former life and
vigour in religion. Indeed the very circumstances which should excite

us to peculiar earnestness, tend, through the depravity of our nature, to

blind and stupify the heart : Peter and the other disciples ''- slept for sor-

row," when they were more especially required " to watch and pray, that

they might not enter into temptation." Such repeated sins and mistakes

bring believers into deep distresses. Growing more and more heartless

in religion, and insensible in a most perilous situation, they are led habitu-

ally to infer that they are hypocrites ; that the encouragements of Scrip-

ture belong not to them ; that prayer itself will be of no use to them : and,

when they are at length brought to reflection, they are taken prisoners by
Despair, and shut up in Doubting-Castle. This case should be carefully

distinguished from Christian's terrors in the City of Destruction, which
mduced him to " flee from the wrath to come ;" from the Slough of De-
spond, into which he fell when diligently seeking salvation ; from the

burden he carried to the cross ; from his conflict with ApoUyon, and his

troubles in the Valley of the Shadow of Death ; and even from the ter-

rors that seized him and Hopeful in By-path-meadow, which would have
'peedily terminatedif they had not slept on forbidden ground, and stopped

short of the refuge the Lord hath provided.—Despair, like a tremendous

giant, will at last seize on the souls of all unbelievers : and when Chris-

tians conclude, from some aggravated and pertinacious misconduct, that

they belong to that company, even their acquaintance with the Scripture

will expose them to be taken captive by him. They do not indeed fall

and perish with Vain-confidence : but for a season they find it impossible

to rise superior to prevailin'j gloomy doubts bordering on despair, or to

obtain the least comfortable hope of deliverance, or encouragement to use

the proper means of seeking it. Whenever we deliberately quit the plain

path of duty, to avoid hardship and self-denial, we trespass on Giant De-
spair's grounds ; and are never out of his reach till renewed exercises of

deep repentance and faith in Christ, producing unreserved obedience,

e-pecially in that instance where before we refused it, have set our feet



156 Giant Despair heats the Pilgrims,

light, without one bit of bread, or drop of drink, or hghl, or

any to ask how tbey did : they were therefore, here in evi!

case, and were far from friends and acquaintance.* Now in

this place Christian had double sorrow, because it was through

his unadvised haste that they were brought into this distress.(m)

Now Giant Despair had a wife, and her name was Diffidence :

so when he was gone to bed, he told his wife what he had done
;

to wit, that he had taken a couple of prisoners, and ca^t them
into his dugeon for trespassing on his grounds. Then he ask-

ed her also what he had best do further to them ? So she ask-

ed what they were, whence they came, and w^hither they

were bound ? and he told her. Then she counselled him that

when he arose in the morning he should beat them without

* Psa. Ixxx. viii.

ia the highway we had forsaken. This we cannot attain to, without the

special grace of God, which he may not see good immediately to commu-
nicate ; in the mean time every effort must be accompauied wiih dis-

couragement and distress: but if, instead of perse reriag, amidst our

anxious fears to cry to him for help, and wait his time of showing merry ;

we endeavour to bolster up some false confidence, and take shelter in a

refuge of lies, the event will be such as is here described. It will be lu

vain, after such perverseness, to pretend that we have inadvertently mis-

taken our V. ay : " our own hearts will condemn us ;" how then cau " wo
have confidence toward God, who is greater than our hearts, and knoweth
all things ?" the grim Giant will prove too strong for us, and >hut us up
in his noisome dungeon, and the recollection of our former hopes au.l

comforts will only serve to aggravate our wo.—These lines are here in-

serted :

—

' The Pilgrims now, to gratify the flesh,

Will seek its ease, but, oh I how they afresh

Do thereby plunge themselves new griefs into I

Who seek to please the flesh themselves undo.'

(m) Perhaps the exact time, from Wednesday morning till Saturday
night, was mentioned, under the idea that it was as long as life can gene-

rally be supported in such a situation. The believer may be brouglu
by wilful sin to such a condition that, to his own apprehension, de-

struction is inevitable. Even a true Christian may sink so low as to

have no light or comfort from the Scriptures and the Holy Spirit

,

nothing to sustain his almost expiring faith and hope ; no help or pit>

from his brethren, but severe censures or more painful suspicions ; the

horrors of an accusing conscience, the dread of God as an enemy, con
nected with sharp and multiplied corrections in his outward circumstan
ces ; and all this as the price of the ease or indulgence obtained by some
•wilful transgression I Now who that really believes this, will take encou-

ragement to sin from the doctrine of final perseverance ? Would a man, for

a trivial gain, leap down a precipice, even if he could be sure that he

should escape with his lifp' No. the dread of the anguish of broken bones,

and of beiug made a cripple to the end of his days, would effectually cure

him from such a madness.
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iwiy mcicy. So when he arose he getteth a grievous crab-

tree cudgel, nnd goes down into the dungeon to them, Jind

there lirst falls to rating them as if they were dogs, although they

gave him never a vvord of distaste : then he falls upon them,

and beat them feariully, in such sort as they were not able to

help themselves, or to turn them upon the tloor. This done
he withdraws, and leaves them there to condole their misery,

and to mourn under their distress : so all that day they spent

the time in nothing but sighs and bitter lamentations. The
next night she talked with her husband about them further,

and understanding that they were yet alive, did advise him to

counsel them to make away with themselves : so when morning
was come he goes to them in a surly manner, and, perceiving

them to be very sore with the stripes that he had given them
the day before, he told them that, since they were never like

to come out of that place, their only way would be forthwith to

make an end of themselves, either with knife, halter, or poi-

son : for why, said he, should you choose life, seeing it is at-

tended with so much bitterness ? But they desired him to let

them go ; with that he looked ugly upon them, and rushing to

them, had doubtless made an end of them himself, but that he

lell into one of his fits, (for he sometimes fell into fits,) anti

lost for a time the use of his hand. Wherefore he withdrew,

and left them as before to consider what to do. (n) Then did

the prisoners consult between themselves whether it was besr

to take his counsel or no ; and thus they began to discourse :

(n) Despair seldom fully seizes any man in this world ; and the stronjr-

rst hold it can g;et of a true believer amounts only to a prevailing distrust

of God's promises, with respect to his own case : for this is accompanied by
tome small degree of latent hope, discoverable in its effects, though unper-

eeived amidst the distressing feelings of the heart. Perhaps this was in-

tended in the allegory by the circumstance of Despair's doing nothing to

the Pilgrims, save at- the instance of hia wife Diffidence. Desponding
fears, when they so prevail as to keep men from prayer, make way for

temptations to suicide, as the only relief from misery : but when there is

any true faith, however it may seem wholly out of exercise, the tempta-
tion will be eventually overcome, provided actual insanity do not inter-

vene ; and this is a very uncommon case among religious people, what-
ever slanders their enemies may circulate, in order to prejudice men's
minds against tlie truth.—Most, if not all, modern editions read, ' for h^
sometimes in sim-shiny weather fell into fits :' but the words in sun-shinv

meather^ are not in the old edition before me. If the author afterward

added them ; he probably intended to represent those transient glimpse?

of hope, which preserve believers from dire extremities in their most dis-

couraged seasons.

U
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Brother, said Christian, what shall we do ? The life that we
now live is miserable ! for my part, I know not whether is

best, to live thus, or die out of hand ;
" my soul chooseth

strangUng rather than life,"* and the grave is more easy for me
than this dungeon ! Shall we be ruled by the Giant ?

Hope. Indeed our present condition is dreadful, and death

would be far more welcome to me than thus for ever to abide :

but yet let us consider, the Lord of the country to which we are

going hath said, *' Thou shalt do no murder ;" no, not to ano-

ther man's person ; much more then are we forbidden to take

his counsel to kill ourselves. Besides, he that kills another

can but commit murder upon his body : but, for one to kill

himself, is to kill body and soul at once. And moreover, my
brother, thou talkest of ease in the grave, but hast thou for-

gotten the hell whither tor certain the murderers go ? for " no
murderer h:ith eternal life," &c. And let us consider again,

that all the law is not in the hand of Giant Despair : others, so

far as 1 can understand, have been taken by him as well as wc,

and yet have escaped out of his hands. Who knows, but that

God, that made the world, may cause that Giant Despair may
die, or that, at some time or other, he may forget to lock us

in ; or that he may in a short time have another of his fits be-

fore us, and muy lose the use of his limbs? and if ever that

should come to p^iss again, for my part, I am resolved to pluck

up the heart of a man, and to try my utmo?t to get from under

his h-md. 1 was a fool that I did not try to do it before : but

however, my brother, let us be patient, and endure a while :

the time may come that may give us a happy release : but let

us not be our own murderers. With these words Hopeful at

present did moderate the mind of his brother ; so they conti-

nued together, in the dark, that day in their sad and doleful con-

dition, (o)

* Job vii. 15.

(o) Thev, who have long walked with stable peace in the ways of God,
are often k-iowa to be more dejected, when sin hath filled their consciences

with remorse, than yoim^er profes?ers are ; especially if they have causcil

others to offend, or brought reproach on the gospel. Their recent con-

duct, as inconsistent with their former character and profession, seems a

decided proof of seh-d^ception ; they deem it hopeless to begin all over

again ; Satan endeavours to the utmost to dishearten new converts by
their example ; and the Lord permits them to bt overwhelmed for a time

with discouragement, for a warning to otliers ; to vindicate the honour of

his truth which they hare disgraced ; to counterpoise such attainments
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Well, towards evening the Giant goes down into the dungeon
again to see if his prisoners had taken his counsel : but when
he came there he found them alive, and, truly, aiive w-is all.

For now, what for want of bread and water, and by reason of

the wounds they received when he beat them, they could do
little but breathe. But, 1 say he found them alive ; at which
he fell into a grievous rage, and told them that, seemg they

had disobeyed his counsel, it should be worse with them than

if they had never been born.

At this they trembled greatly, and 1 think that Christian fell

into a swoon ; but coming a little to himselfagain, they renew-

ed their discourse about the Giants's counsel, ana whether yet

they had best take it or no. Now Christian ag-:iin seemed to be

for doing it, but Hopeful made his second reply <-.& followeth.

My brother, said he, rememberest thou not how valiant thou

hast been heretofore ? Apollyon could notciu^h thee: nor

could all that thou didst hear, or see, or feel, m the Valley

of the Shadow of Death ; what hardship, terror, and amaze-
ment hast thou already gone through, and art thou now no
thing but fear? Thou seest that I am in the dungson with thee,

a far weaker man by nature than thou art ; also this Giant has

wounded me as well as thee, and hath also cut off the bread

and water from my mouth, and with thee 1 mourn v^ithout the

light. But let us exercise a little more patience : remember
how thou playedst the man at Vanity-Fair, and was neither

afraid of the chain or cage, nor yet of bloody death : where-
fore let us, at least to avoid the shame that becomes not a

Christian to be found in, bear up with patience as well as we
can. (p)

or services, as might otherwise " exalt them above measure ;" and to show-

that none has any strength independent of Him, and that be can make use

of the feeble to assist the strong, when he sees good.—Hopefurs arguments
against self-murder are conclusive : doubtless men in gf.neral venture on
that awful crime, either disbelieving or forgettmg the doctrine of Scrip-

lure concerning a future and eternal state of retribution. It is greatly to

be wished, that all serious persons would avoid speakmg of self-murderers,

as having p«/ an end to their existence ; which certainly tends to mislead
the mind of the tempted, into very erroneous apprehensions on this most
important subject.—This discourse aptly represents the fluctuation of

men's minds under great despondency ; their struggles against despair,

with purposes at some future opportunity to seek deliverance ; their pre-

sent resolution ; and the way in which feeble hopes, and strong fears of

suture wrath keep them from yielding to the suggestions of the enemy.

(/>) Serious recollection of past conflicts, dangeis, and debverances, is
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Now night being come again, and the Giant and his wife be-

ing in bed, she asked him concerning the prisoners, and if thev

liad taken his counsel :—to which he rephed, ' They are stur-

dy rogues, they choose rather to bear all hardships than to

make away with themselves.' Then said she, ' Take them into

the Castle-yard to-morrow, and show them the bones and skulls

of those that thou hast already despatched, and make them
believe, ere a week comes to an end, thou also wilt tear them
in pieces, as thou hast done their fellows before them." (^)

So when the morning was come the Giant goes to them
again, and takes them into the Castle-yard, and shows them as

his wife had bidden him : these, said he, were Pilgrims, as you
are, once, and they trespassed in my grounds, as you have
done ; and when 1 thought fit I tore them in pieces, and so

within ten days I will do you : go get you down into your den
again.—And with that he beat them all the way thither. They
lay therefore all day on Saturday in a lamentable case, as

before. Now, when night was come, and when Mrs. Diffi-

dence and her husband the Giant were got to bed, they began

to renew their discourse of their prisoners ; and, withal, the

old Giant wondered that he could neither by his blows nor

counsel bring them to an end. And with that his wife replied,

I fear, said she, that they live in hopes, that some will come
to relieve them, or that they have picklocks about them, by
the means of which they hope to escape. And sayest thou so,

peculiarly useful to encourage confidence in the power and mercy of God,
and patient waiting for him im the most difficult and perilous situations :

and conference w ith our brethren, even if they too are under similar trials,

is a very important mean of resisting the devil, when he would tempt us

io renounce our hope, and have recourse to desperate measures.

{q) The Scripture exhibits some examples of apostates who have died

in despair, (as king Saol and Judas Iscariot ;) and several intimations are

given of those, to whom nothing ••' remains but a certain fearful looking

for of judgment and fiery indignation." A few instances also have beeti

recorded in different ages, of notorious apostates, who have died in blas-

i>hemous rage and despair. These accord to the man in the iron cage at.

vhe house of the Interpreter, and are awful warnings to all professor?,
•' while they think they stand, to take heed lest they fall." But the hy-
]iocrite generally overlooks the solemn caution ; and the humble Chris-

tian, having a tender conscience, and an acquaintance with the deceitful-

ness of his own heart, is very apt to consider his wilful transgression as the

unpardonable sin, and to fear, lest the doom of former apostates will at

length be his own. This seems intended, by the Giant showing the

t*ilgrijns the bones of those he had slain, in order to induce them to self

ULUrdcv.
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nay dear ? said the Giant ; I will therefore search them in the

morning.

Well, on Saturday about midnight they began to pray, and

continued in prayer till almost break of day (r)

Now a little before it was day, good Christian, as one half

amazed, brake out in this passionate speech :
' What a fool,*

quoth he, ' am I, thus to lie in a stinking dungoon when I may
as well walk at liberty ! I have a key in my bosom called

Promise, that will, I am persuaded, open any lock in Doubting-

Castle.' Then said Hopeful, ' That's good news, good bro-

ther, pluck it out of thy bosom and try.'

Then Christian pulled it out of bis bosom, and begazi to try

at the dungeon door ; whose bolt as he turned the key gave

back, and the door flew open with ease, p.nu Christian and

Hopeful both came out. Then he went to the outer door that

led into the Castle-yard, and with this key opened that door also.

Afterward he went to the iron-gate, for that must be opened
too, but that lock went extremely hard : yet the key did ope^
it. Then the^^ thrust open the gate to make their escape with

(r) Perhaps th« author selected ' Saturday at midnighr for t'le precise

time when the prisoners bcii^an to pray, in order to intimate, that the re-

turn of the Lord's day, and that pi-eparation which serious persons are re-

minded to make for its sacred services, are often the happy means of : eco-

vering those that have fallen into sin and despondency.—Noihius; ^^iil be
effectual for the recoverius^ of the fallen, till thry ' be^in to pray'witli fer-

vency, importunity, and perseverance. Ordinary diligence will in this

case be unavailm^ : they have sought ease to the flesh, vhen they ought
to have " watched unto prayer ;" and they must now watch ami pray when
others sleep : and they must struggle against reJ uctancy, and persist in re-

peated approaches to the mercy-seat, till they obtain a gracious answer.

—

But such is our nature and situation, that in proportion as w-^ iiave spe-

cial need for earnestness in these devout exercises, our bear's are averse

to them. The child, while obedient, anticipates the pleasure ol" meeting
his affectionate parp.nt ; but, when conscious of having offended, he, from
shame, fear, and pride, hides himself, and kee{)s at a distance. Thus un-
belief, guilt, and a proud aversion to unreserved self-abasement, "V^rought

on by Satan's temptations, keep even the bciierer, when he has fallen into

any aggravated sin, from coming to his only Friend, and availinj^f himself
of his sole remedy: " He keeps silence, though his bones wax old wit!) his

roaring all the day long.''* But when stoutness of sp^it is brokr;n down,
and a contrite believing frame of mind succeeds, the offendr^- l»egins to

cry ferv^ently to God !br mercy, with humiliating ronfessions, renewed ap-

plication to the blood of Christ, and perseverance amjdst delays and dis-

couragements : and then it will not be very long ere he obtain complet*
Jeliverance.

* Psa. xxxii. 3—5.

X 14*
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speed,.but that gate, as it opened, made such a creaking that i\

waked Giant Despair, who hastily rising to pursue his pri-

soners felt his Umbs to fail, so that he could by no means go af-

ter them. Then they went on, and came to the King's high-

^vay again, and so were safe because they were out of his ju-

risdiction.

Now, w^hen they were gone over the stile, the}-^ began to

contrive with themselves what they should do at that stile, to

^^revent those that should come after from falhng into the

hand of Giant Despair. So they consented to erect there a pil-

kr, and to engrave on the side thereof, ' Over this stile is the

way to Doubting-Gasiic , which is kept by Giant Despair, who
despiseth the King ot tne Celestial Country, and seeks to de-

stroy hi}- holy Pilgrims.' Many therefore that followed aftei

"ead wh' was written, and escaped tlie danger, (f)

Tb'.-^ done, they sang as follows :

' Out of the way we went, and then we found

What 'twas to tread upon forbidden ground ;

And let them that come after have a care

Lfcit heedlessness make them as we to fare,

Lej-t they, for trespassing;, his prisoners are

"^Vhose Castle's Doubting, and whose name's Despair/

They went then till they came to the Delectable Mountain.-,

which mountains belong to the Lord of that Hill of which we

(s) The promise of eternal life, to every one v;ithout exception, who
believeth in Christ, is especially intended by the key ; but without ex-
cluding any other of" the exceeding great and precious promises" of the
^9spel. The believer, being enabled to recollect such as peculiarly suit

•.lis case, and conscious of cordially desiring the promised blessings, has the
key in his bosom, which will open any lock in Doubting-Castle:' and
while he pleads the promises m faith, depending on the merits and atone-
ments of Emmanuel, " as coming to God through him ;" he gradually re-

sumes his confidence, and begins to wonder at his past despondency. Yet
:emains of unbelief, recollection of his aggravated guilt, and fear lest he
should presume, often render it difficult for him entirely to dismiss dis-

couraging doubts.—But let it'cRpecially be noted that the faith which de-
livered the Pilgrims from Giant Despair's castle, induced them without de-
lay to return into the highway of obedience, and to walk in it with m ore
circumspection than before, no more complaining^of its roughness ; and to

devise every method of cautioning others against passing over the stile

into By-patii-meadow. Whereas a dead faith and a \ ain confidence keep
.^>ut all doubts and fears, even on forbidden ground, and under the walls of

Despair's castlo ; till at length the poor deluded %\Tetch is unexpectedly
and irresistibly seized upon, and made his prey. And if Christians follow

Vaia-confidence, and endeavour to keep u^) their- hopes when neglecting
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have spoken before : so they went up to the mountains, to be-

hold the gardens and orchards, the vineyards and fountains of

water ; where also they drank, and washed themselves, and

did freely eat of the vineyards. Now there was on the tops of

these mountains Shepherds feeding their flocks, and they stood

l»y the highway side. The Pilgrims therefore went to them,
and leaning upon their staves (as is common with weary Pil-

grims when they stand to talk with any by the way) they ask-

ed, * Whose Delectable Mountains are these ? and whose be
the sheep that feed upon them ?'

Shep. These mountains are Emmanuel's Land, and they are

within sight of his City ; and the sheep also are his, and he
laid down his hfe for them, (t)

their known duty ; let them remember, that, (whatever some men may
pretend.) they will surely be thus brought acquainted with Diffidence,

immured in Doubting-Castle, and terribly bruised and frighted by Giant
Despair ; nor will they be delivered till they have learned, by painful ex-

perience, that the assurance of hope is inseparably connected with the

self-denying obedience of faith and love.

(t) When offending Christians are brought to deep repentance, renew-
ed exercises of lively faith, and willing obedience in those self-denying

duties which they had declined, the Lord " restores them the joy of his

!:alvation," and their former comforts become more abundant and perma-
nent.—The Delectable Mountains seem intended to represent those calm
seasons of peace and comfort, which consistent believers often experience

in their old age. They have survived, in a considerable degree, the ve-

hemence of their youthful passions, and have honourably performed their

parts in the active scenes of life : they are established, by long experi-

ence, in the simplicity of dependence and obedience : the Lord graciously

exempts them from peculiar trials and temptations : their acquaintance
with the ministers and people of God is enlarged, and they possess the re-

spect, confidence, and affection of many esteemed friends: they have much
leisure for communion with God, and the immediate exercises ofreligion :

and they often converse with their brethren on the loving kindness and
truth of the Lord till " their hearts burn within them." Thus * leaning

on their staves,' depending on the promises aud perfections of God in as-

sured faith and hope, they anticipate their future happiness " with joy un-

speakable and full of glory."—These things are represented under a va-

riety of external imasres, according to the nature of an allegory.—The
Shepherds and their flocks denote the more extensive acquaintance ot

many aged Christians with the Ministers and Churches of Christ, the

Chief Shepherd, *' who laid down his life for the sheep,"—This is ' Em-
manuel's land ;' for, being detached from worldly engagements and con-

cexions, they noT. spend their time almost wholly among the subjects of

the Prince of Feace, f»nd a: in his more especial presence.

The following lines are added here, as Lefore :

—

* Mountains delectable they now ascend,

"Where Siiepherds be, which to them do commend
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Chr. Is this the way to the Celestial City ?

Shep. You are just in your way.

Chr. How far is it thither ?

Shep. Too far for any but those that shall get thither iii'

deed, (li)

Chr. Is the way safe or dangerous ?

Shep. Safe for those for whom it is to be safe ;
" but trans-

gressors shall fall therein."*

Chr. Is there in this place any relief for Pilgrims that are

weary and faint in the way ?

Shep. The Lord of these Mountains hath giren us a charge
'^ not to be forgetful to entertain strangers ;"t therefore the

good of the place is before you.

I saw also in my dream, that, when the Shepherds perceiT

ed that they were wayfaring men, they also put questions to

them, (to which they made answer, as in other places ;) as,

Whence came you ? and how got you into the way ? and by

what means have you so persevered therein ? for but few of

them that begin to come hither do show their face on this

^lountain. But when the Shepherds heard their answer, be-

ing pleased therewith, they looked very lovingly upon them
and said, ' Welcome to the Delectable Mountains.'

The Shepherds, 1 say, whose names were Knowledge, Ex-

perience, Watchful, and Sincere, (w) took them by the hand,

* Hos. xiv. 9. I- Heb. xiii. 1, 2.

Alluring things, and things that cautions are :

Pilgrims are steady kept by faith and fear.*

(m) The certainty of the final perseverance of true believers is con-

tinually exemplified in their actually persevering, notwithstanding all ima-

ginable inv/ard and outward impediments. Mjiny hold the doctrine who
are not interested in the privilege ; and whose conduct eventually proves

that they " had no root in themselves :"* but the true believer acquires

new strength by his very trials and mistakes, and possesses increasing evi-

dence that the new covenant is made with him; for, " having obtained

help of God," he still " continues in Christ's word," and '^ abides in him :'*

and, while temptations, persecutions, heresies, and afflictions, which stum-
ble transgressors and detect hypocrites, tend to quicken, humble, sanctify,

and establish liim ; he may assuredly conclude, that '' he shall be kept by
the power of God, through faith, unto salvation.'?

(«?) The?e name? imply much useful instruction, both to Ministers and
Christians, by showing them what endowments are most essential to the

pastoral ofiii-.e.—The attention given to preachers should not be propor-

lioaed to the degree of their confidence, vehemence, accomplishments,
* 1 John, ii. 19.
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and had them to their tents, and made them partake of that

V, hie 1 was ready at present. They said, moreover, We would

ihat . ou should stay here a while, to be acquainted with us, and

yet more to solace yourselves with the good of these Delecta-

ble Mountains. They told them that they were content to

stay . and so they went to their rest that night, because it was
very late.

Then \ saw in my dream, that in the morning the Shep-

lierds called to Christian and Hopeful to walk with them upon
the Mountains : so they went forth with them, and walked a

while, having a pleasant prospect on every side.

Then said the Shepherds one to another. Shall we show
these Pilgrims some wonders ! So, when they had concluded

to do it, they had them first to the top of a Hill, called Error,

which was very steep on the furtherest side, and bid them
look down to the bottom, bo Christian and Hopeful looked

down, and saw at the bottom several men dashed all to pieces

by a fall th it they had from the top. Then said Christian,

^V'hatmeanetli Ibis ? ! he Shepherds answered. Have you not

iieard of them that were made to err, by hearkening to Hy-
meneus and Philetus,* as concerning the faith of the resurrec-

tion of the body ? They answered. Yes. Then said the Shep-

herds, Those that you see he dashed in pieces at the bottom

of this iMountain are they ; and they have continued to this

day unburied, as you see, for an example to others to take heed
how they clamber too high, or how they come too near the

I'rink of this Mountain, (a;)

* Tim. ii. 17, 18.

p-raceful delivery, eloquence, or politeness ; but to thatof their A:noiiZ«(/g«

ot'the Scriptures, and of every subject that relates to the ^\ovj of God and
ilie salvation of souls; their experUnce of the power oi divine truth in

ihoir own hearts, of the faithfulness of God to his promises, of the believ-

er's confiicts, difficulties, and dangers, and of the manifold devices of Satan
to mislead, deceive, pervert, defile, or harass the souls of men ; their t^a/cA-

fulntss over the people, as their constant business and unremitted care, to

caution them against every snare, and to recover them out of every error

in'.o which they may be betrayed ; and their sincerity^ as manifested by a

disinterested, unambitious, unassuming, patient, and aflectionate conduct

;

by proving that they deem themselves bound to practise their own in-

structions, and by a uniform attempt to convince the people, that they
'• seek not their"s but them.''''

(x) Himan nature always verges to extremes. In former times the

least deviation from an established system of doctrine was reprobated as a
damnable hereby ; and some persons, even at this day, tacitly laying claim
"> iufu]libiliiy, deem every variation from their stnndard an error, and



1 66 Men Blinded by Giant Despair.

Then I saw that they had them to the top of another Moun-
tain, and the name of that is Caution, and bid them look afar

off : which when they did, they perceived, as they thought,

several men walking up and down among the tombs that were
there : and they perceived that the men were blind, because

they stumbled sometimes upon the tombs, and because they

could not get out from among them. Then said Christian,

AVhat means this ?

The Shepherds then answered, Did you not see a little

below these Mountains a Stile that leads into a Meadow on the

left hand of this way? They answered, Yes. Then said the

Shepherds, From that Stile there goes a path that leads direct-

ly to Doubting-Ciistle, which is kept by Giant Despair : and

these men (pointing to them among the tombs) came once on

pilgrimage, as you do now, even till they came to that same
Stile. And, because the right way was rough in that place,

every error inconsistent with true piety. But the absurdity and bad ef-

fects of this bigotry having been discovered and exposed, it has become
far more common to consider indifference about theological truth, as es-

sential to candour and liberality of sentiment ; and to vilify, as narrow-
minded bigots, all who " contend earnestly for the faith once delivered to

the saints," however averse they may be to persecution, or disposed to

Vienevolcnce towards such as differ from them. Thus the great end for

which prophets and apostles were inspired, martyrs shed their blood, and
'he Son of God himself came into the world and died on the cross, is pro-

nounced a matter of no moment I revelation is virtually rejected ! (for we
may know, without the Bible, that men ou;5ht to be sober, honest, smcere,

and benevolent ;) and those principles, from which all genuine holiness

must arise, are contemned as enthusiasm and foolishness I Some errors

may indeed consist with true faith : (for who will say that he is in nothing
mistaken :) yet no error is absolutely harmless ; all must, in one way or

other, originate from a wrong state of mind or a faulty conduct, and pro-

])ortionably counteract the design of revelation : and some are absolutely

inconsistent with repentance, humility, faitli, hope, love, spiritual worship,

and holy obedience, and consequently incompatible with a state of ac-

ceptance .and salvation. These are represented by ' the hill Error,' and a
scriptural specimen is adduced. Professed Christians fall into delusions

by indulging self-conceit, vain-glory, and curiosity ; by " leaning to their

own understandings," and "intruding into the things they have not seen,

Aainly puffed up by their fleshly mind," and by speculating on subjects

which are too deep for them. For the fruit of " the tree of knowledge,"
in respect of religious opinions not expressly revealed, is still forbidden ;

and men vainly thinking it *' good for food, and a tree to be desired to make
one wise ;" and desiring " to be as gods," understanding and accounting

for every thing; fall into destructive heresies, do immense mischief^ and
become awful examples for the warning of their contemporaries and suc-

L-essors.
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they chose to go out of it into that Meadow, and there wire
taken by Giant Despair, and cast into Doubting-Castle ; where
after they had a while been kept in the dungeon, he at last did

put out their eyes, and led them among those tombs, where he
has left them to wander to this very day, that the saying of the

wise man might be fulfilled, " He that wandereth out of the

way of understanding, shall remain in the congregation of the

dead."* Then Christian and Hopeful looked upon one an-

other, with tears gushing out, but yet said nothing to the Shcp-
beards, (y)
Then 1 saw in my dream, that the Shepherds had them to

another place in a bottom, where was a door, in the side of a

hill, and they opened the door and bid them look in. They
looked in, therefore, and saw that within it was very dark

and smoky ; they also thought that they heard a rumbling

noise, as of fire, and a cry of some tormented ; and that they

smelt the scent of brimstone. Then said Christian, What
means this ? The Shepherds told them. This is a by-way to

hell, a way that hypocrites go in at : namely, such as sell theii'

birthright, with Esau ; such as sell their Master, with Judas
;

such as blaspheme the gospel, with Alexander ; and that lie

and dissemble, with Ananias and Sapphira his wife.

Then said Hopeful to the Shepherds, I perceive that these

had on them, even every one, a show of pilgrimage, as we
have now, had they not ?

Shep. Yes, and held it a long time too.

Hope. How far might they go on in pilgrimage in their days,

since they notwithstanding were thus miserably cast away ?

* Prov. xxi. 16.

(i/) Many professors, turning aside from the line ofcoHscientious obedi-

ence to escape difficulties, experience great distress of mind ; which not
being able to endure, they desperately endeavour to flisbelieve or pervert

all they have learned concerning religion : thus they are blinded by Sa-
tan through their despondings, and are given over to strong delusions, as

the just punishment of their wickedness.* Notwithstanding their pro-

fession, and the hopes long formed of them, they return to the company
of those who are dead in sin, and buried in worldly pursuits ; differing

from them merely in a few speculative notions, and being far more hope-
less than they. This is not only the case with many, at the first begin-
ning of a religious profession, as of Pliable at the Slough of Despond, but
with some at every stage of the journey. Such examples may very pro-

perly demand our tears of godly sorrow and fervent gratitude ; when we
reflect on oar own misconduct, and the loving kindness of the Lord, who
hath made us to differ, by first implanting, and then preserving, faith in

» ir heart?.

* 2 The^. ii. 11—13.
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SIicp. Some fartlier, and some not so far as these Mountains.
Then said the Pilgrims one to another, We had need cry to

the strong for strength.

Shep. Ah, and you will have need to use it when you have
it, too. (^)

By this time the Pilgrims had a desire to go forwards, and
the Shepherds a desire they should ; so they walked together

towards the end of the Mountains. Then said the Shepherds
one to another, Let us here show to the pilgrims the gates of

the Celestial City, if they have skill to look through our per-

spective glass. The Pilgrims then lovingly accepted the mo-
tion : so they had them to the top of a high Hill, called Clear,

and gave them their glass to look.

Then they essayed to look, but the remembrance ofthat
last thing that the Shepherds had showed them made their hands
shake

;
[a) by means of which impediment they could not

look steadily through the glass
;
yet they thought they saw

something like the Gate, and also some of the glory of the

place.
' Thus by the Shepherds secrets are reveal'd,

Which from all other men are kept conceal'd :

Come to the Shepherds then, if you would see

Things deep, things hid, and that mysterious be.'

When they were about to depart, one of the Shepherds gave

(r) No man can see the heart of another, or certainly know him to be a

true believer : it is, therefore, proper to warn the most approved persons,
" while they think they stand, to take heed lest they fall." Such cau-
tions, with the diligence, self-examination, watchfulness and prayer which
tliey excite, are the means of perseverance and establishment to the up-
right.—An event may be certain in itself, and yet inseparable from the

method in which it is to be accomplished ;* and it may appear very un-
• ertain to the »erit»a? concerned, especially if they yield to remissness ;t

50 that prayer' i» in* Almighty God for strength, with continual watch-
luluess and attention to every part of practical religion, is absolutfely ne-

cessary to " the full assurance of hope unto the end.":}:

(a) Surh is the infirmity of our nature, even when in a measure reno-

vated, that it Is almost impossible for us vigorouslj to exercise one holy
affection, without failing in some other. When we confide in Go»l, with
assured faith and hope, we commonly are detective in reverence, humili-

ty, and caution : on the other hand, a jealousy of ourselves, and a saluta-

ry fear of coming short or drawing back, generally weaken confidence in

God, and interfere with a joyful anticipation of our future inheritance.

But, notwithstanding this deduction, through our remaining unbelief^ such
experiences are very advantageous.—" Be not high-minded, but fear

:"'

for " blessed is he that feareth alwaj^."
* Acts; xxvii, 22—31. t 1 Pet. iv. it. t Heb. vi. 10—12.
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them A note of the way. Another of them bid them Beirare of
the Flatterer. The third bid ihem Take heed that they sleep

not %ipon the enchanted Ground. And the fourth bid them God
speed. So I awoke from my dream.

And 1 slept and dreamed again, and saw the same two Pil-

grims going down the Mountains along the highway towards

the City. Now a little below these Mountains on the left hand
lieth the Country of Conceit, from which Country there comes
into the way in which the Pilgrims walked a little crooked

lane. Here therefore they met with a very brisk lad that

came out of that Country, and his name was Ignorance. (6)

So Christian asked him from what parts he came, and whither

he was going ?

(6) Multitudes of ignorant persons entirely disregard God and religion
;

and others have a show of piety, which is grave, reserved, austere, dis-

tant, and connected with contemptuous enmity to evangelical truth. But
there are some persons of a sprightly disposition, who are more conceited

and vainglorious than haughty and arrogant : who think well of them-
selves, and presume on the good opinion of their acquaintance ; who are

open and communicative, though they expose their ignorance continually

;

who fancy themseh'es very religious, and expect to be thought so by
others ; who are willing to associate with evangelical professors, as if they
all meant the same thing ; and who do not express contempt or enmity,

unless urged to it in self-defence. This description of men seems to be
represented by the character next introduced, about which the author has

repeatedly bestowed much pains. Christian had soon done with Obsti-

nate and Worldly-wise-man : for such men, being outrageous against the

gospel, shun all intercourse with established believers, and little can be
done to warn or undeceive them : but brisk, conceited, shallow persons,

who are ambitious of being thought religious, are shaken off with great

difficulty ; and they are continually found among the hearers ofthe gospel.

They often intrude themselves at the most sacred ordinances, when they
have it in their power ; and sometimes are favourably thought of, till fur-

ther acquaintance proves their entire ignorance.—Pride, in one form or
another, i? the universal fault of human nature ; but the frivolous vain-

glory of empty-talkers differs exceedingly from the arrogance and formal
self-importance of Scribes and Pharisees, and arises from a different con-
ttitution and education, and other habits and associations. This is the
Town of Conceit, where Ignorance resided. A lively disposition, a weak
capacity, a confused judgment, the want of information about religion and
almost every other subject, a proportionable blindness to all these defects,

and a pert forward self-sufficiency, are the prominent features in this

portrait : and if a full purse, secular influence, the ability of conferring

favours, and the power to excite fears, be added, the whole receives its

highest finishing. With these observations on this peculiar character,

and a few hints as we proceed, the plain language of the author on tiiii

subject will be perfectly intelligible to the attentive reader.

y 15
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Tgnor. Sir, I was born in the Country that lieth oflf there a

little to the left hand, and I am going to the Celestial City.

Chr. But how do you think to get in at the Gate ? for you
may find some difficulty there.

' As other good people do,' said he.

Chr. But what have you to show at that Gate, that may
cause that the Gate should be opened to you ?

Ignor. I know my Lord's will, and have been a good liver
;

I pay every man his own ; 1 pray, fast, pay tithes, and give

alms, and have left my Country for whither I am going.

Chr. But thou earnest not in at the Wicket-gate that is at

the head of this way ; thou earnest in hither through that same
crooked lane ; and therefore I fear, however thou mayest
think of thyself, when the reckoning-day shall come, thou wilt

have laid to thy charge that thou art a thief and a robber, in-

stead of getting admittance into the City.

Ignor. Gentlemen, ye be utter strangers to me, I know you
not ; be content to follow the religion of your Country, and I

will follow the religion of mine. I hope all will be well. And,

as for the Gate that you talk of, all the world knows that that

is a great way off of our Country. I cannot think that any
man in all our parts doth so much as know the way to it, nor
need they matter whether they do or no ; since we have, as

you see, a fine pleasant green lane that comes down from our

Country the next way into it.

When Christian saw that the man was wise in his own con-

ceit, he said to Hopeful whisperingly, " There is more hopes
of a fool than of him ;"* and said, moreover, " When he that

*s a fool walketh by the way, his wisdom faileth him, and he
saith to every one that he is a fool."t What, shall we talk

further with him, or outgo him at present, and so leave him to

think of what he hath heard already, and then stop again for

him afterward, and see if by degrees we can do any good of

him ? Then said Hopeful,

* Let Ignorance a little while now muse
On what is said, and let him not refuse

Good counsel to embrace, le?t he remain
Still ignorant of what's the chiefest gain.

God saith, those that no understanding have,

Although he made them, them he will not save.'

He further added, It is not good, I think, to say all to him at

* Prov. xxvi. 12. t Eccles. x. 3.
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once ; let us pass him by, if you will, and talk to him anon,

even as he is " able to bear it." (c)

So they both went on, and Ignorance he came after. Now
when they had passed him a little way they entered into a very
dark lane, where they met a man whom seven devils had bound
with seven strong cords, and were carrying ofhim back to the

door that they saw on the side of the hill.* Now good Chris-

tian began to tremble, and so did Hopeful his companion
;
yet

as the devils led away the mdn. Christian looked to see if he

knew him; and he thought it might be one Turn-away that

dwelt in the Town of Apostasy. But he did not perfectly see

his face, for he did hang his head like a thief that is found.

But being gone past. Hopeful looked after him, and spied on

Jiis back a paper with this inscription, ' Wanton professor and

damnable apostate.' {d)

Then said Christian to his fellow, Now I call to remembrance
that which was told me, of a thing that happened to a good man
hereabout. The name of the man was Little-faith ; but a

good man, and he dwelt in the Town of Sincere. The thing

was this :—at the entering in at this passage, there comes
down from Broad-way Gate a lane called Dead-man's-lane ; so

called, because of the piurders that are commonly done there
;

* Matt. xii. 45. Prov. v. 22.

(c) It is best not to converse mu6h at once with persons of this charac-

ter : but after a few warningfs to leave them to their reflections : for their

self-conceit is often cherished by altercations, in which they deem them-
selves very expert, however disgusting their discourse may prove to

others.

(d) The dark lant seems to mean a season of prevalent impiety, and of

g;reat affliction to the people of God.—Here the impartial author takes

occasion to contrast the character of Ignorance with that of Turn-away.
Loose evangelical professors look down with supercilious disdain on those

who do not understand the doctrines of grace ; and think themselves more
enlightened, and better acquainted with the liberty of the gospel, than
more practical Christians : but in dark times ivaiiton professors often turn

out damnable apostates^ and the detection of their hypocrisy makes them
ashamed to show their faces among those believers, over whom they be-

fore affected a kind of superiority. When convictions subside, and Christ

has not set up his kingdom in the heart, the unclean spirit resumes his

fsrmer habitation, and "takes to himself seven other spirits more wicked
than himself" who bind the poor wretch faster than ever in the cords of

sin and delusion ; so that his last state is more hopeless than the first.

Such apostasies make the hearts of the upright to tremble ; but a recol-

lection of the nature of Turn-away's profession and confidence gradually

removes their difficulties, and they rtcover their hope, and learn to tak«

heed to themselves
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and this Little-faith going on pilgrimage, as we do now, chanced
to sit down there and slept ; now there happened at that time

to come down the lane from Broad-way Gate three sturdy

rogues, and their names were Faint-heart, Mistrust, and Guilt,

three brothers ; and they, espying Little-faith where he was,

came galloping up with speed. Now the good man was just

awaked from his sleep, and was getting up to go on his journey.

So they came up all to him, and with threatening language

bid him stand. At this Little-faith looked as white as a clout

and had neither power to fight nor flee. Then said Faint-

heart, ' Deliver thy purse ;' but he making no haste to do it,

(for he was loth to lose his money,) Mistrust ran up to him, and

thrusting his hand into his pocket pulled out thence a bag ol

silver. Then he cried out ' Thieves ! thieves !' With that Guilt,

with a great club that was in his hand, struck Little-faith on the

head, and with that blow felled him flat to the ground, where
he lay bleeding as one that would bleed to death, (e) All this

while the thieves stood b3\ But at last, they hearing that

some were upon the road, and fearing lest it should be one
Great-grace, that dwells in the city of Good confidence, they

betook themselves to their heels, and left this good man to

shift for himself. (J) Now after a while Little-faith came to

(e) Tlie ensuing episode concerning Little-faith was evidently intended

to prevent weak Christians being dismayed by the awful things spoken of

hypocrites and apostates. In times of persecution, many who seemed to

be religious, openly return into the broad way to destruction ; and thus

Satan murders the souls of men, by threatening to kill their bodies. This
is Dead-man's-lane, leading back to Broad-way-gate. All true believers

are indeed preserved from drawing back to perdition : but the weak in

faith, being faint-hearted^ and mistritsting the promises and faithfulness of

God, are betrayed into sinful compliances or negligences ; they lie down
to sleep when they have special need to watch and be sober ; they con-

ceal or perhaps deny their profession, are timid and negligent in duty ; or

in other respects act contrary to their consciences, and thus contract gwi//.

So that Faint-heart threatens and assaults them ; Mistrust plunders them
j

and Guilt beats them down, and makes them almost despair of life. As
the robbery was committed in the dark lane before mentioned, this seems

to have been the author's precise meaning : but any unbelieving fears,

that ind.ice men to neglect the means of grace, or to adopt sinful expedi-

ents of securing themselves, which on the review bring guilt and terror to

their consciences, may also be intended.

(/) As these robbers represent the inward effects of unbelief and diso-

bedience, and not any outward enemies. Great-grace may be the emblem
of those believers or ministers, who, having honourably stood the^ir ground,

endeavour to restore the fallen in the spirit of meekness, by suitable en-

':ouras:emcat£. The compassioaate exhortations or houourable examples
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liimself, and getting up, made sliift to scrabble on his way*

This was the story.

Hope. But did they take from him all that ever he had ?

Chr. No : the place where his Jewels were, they never

ransacked : so those he kept still. But, as I was told, the

good man was much afflicted for his loss ; for the thieves got

most of his spending money. That which they got not, as I

said, were Jewels ; also he had a little odd money left, but

scarce enough to bring him to his journey's end ;* nay, if I was

not misinformed, he was forced to beg as he went, to keep him-

self ahve, (for his Jewels he might not sell.) But beg and do

what he could, ' he went away,' as we say, ' with many a hun-

gry belly,' the most part of the rest of the way.

Hape. But is it not a wonder they got not from him his cer-

tificate, by which he was to receive his admittance at the Ce-

lestial Gate ?

Chr. It is a wonder : but they got not that : though they

missed it not through any good cunning of his ; for he, being

disma3'ed with their coming upon him, had neither power nor

skill to hide any thing, so it was more by good Providence than

by his endeavour that they missed of that good thing.j

Hope. But it must needs be a comfort to him that they got

not his Jewels from him.

Chr. It might have been great comfort to him, had he used

it as he should : but they that told me the story said that he
made but little use of it all the rest of the way ; and that, be-

cause of the dismay that he had in taking away his money.
Indeed he forgot it a great part of the rest of his journey ; and

besides, when at any time it came into his mind, and he began

to be comforted therewith, then would fresh thoughts of his

loss come again upon him, and those thoughts would swallow up
all.

Hope. Alas, poor man ! this could not but be a great grief

unto him !

Chr. Grief! ay, a grief indeed. Would it not have been so

to any of us, had we been used as he, to be robbed and wound-

* Pet, iv. 18. 12 Tim. L 14. 2 Pet. ii. 9.

of such eminent Christians keep the fallen from entire despondency, and
both tend to bring them to repentance, and to inspire them when peni-

tent, and trembling at the word of God, with some hope of finding mercy
and grace in this time of urgent need ; which seems to be allegorically

represented by the flight of the robbers, when they heard that Great-grace
\^as on the road.

15*
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ed too, and that in a strange place, as he was ? It is a wonder
he did not die with grief, poor heart ! I was told that he scat-

tered almost all tlie rest of the way with nothing but doleful

and bitter complaints : telling also to all that overtook him, or
(hat he overtook, in the way as he went, where he was robbed,
and how ; and who they were that did it, and what he lost

;

how he was wounded, and that he hardly escaped with
iife.(g)

Hope. But it is a wonder that his necessity did not put him
upon selling or pawning some of his Jewels, that he might have
wherewith to relieve himself in his journey.

Chr. Thou talkest like one upon whose head is the shell to

(his very day ; for what should he pawn them ? or to whom
should he sell them ? In all that country where he was rob-

bed his Jewels were not accounted of.; nor did he want that

rehef which could from thence be administered to him. Be-
sides, had his Jewels been missing at the Gate of the Ce-
lestial City, he had (and that he knew well enough.) been ex-

cluded from an inheritance there, and that would have been
worse to him than the appearance and villany of ten thousand

fhieves.

Hope. Why art thou so tart, my brother ? Esau sold his

birthright, and that for a mess of pottage ;* and that birth-

right was his greatest Jewel : and, if he, why might not Little-

faith do so. too ?

Chr. Esau did sell his birthright indeed, and so do many
besides, and by so doing exclude themselves from the chief

blessing ; as also that caitiff did : but you must put a difference

betwixt Esau and Little-faith, and aJso betwixt their estates.

* Heb. xii. 16.

(g) The believer's union with Christ, and the sanctification of the Spi-

rit, sealing his acceptance and rendering him meet for heaven, are his in-

valuable and unalienable jewels. But he may by sin lose his comfort?,

and not be able to perceive the evidences of his own safety : and even

when again enabled to hope that it will be well with him in the event

;

he may be so harassed by the recollection of the loss he has sustained,

the effects of his misconduct on others, and the obstructions he hath hrown
in the way of his own comfort and usefulness, that his future life may be

rendered a constant scene of disquietude and painful reflections. Thus
the doctrine of the believer's final perseverance is both maintained and

guarded from abuse : and it is not owing to a man's own care, but to the

Lord's free mercy, powerful interposition, and the engagements of the new
covenant, that unbelief and guilt do not rob him of his title to heaven, as

TveH as of his comfort and confidence.
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Tusau's birthright was typical, but Little-faith's Jewels were
not so. Esau's belly was his God, but Little-faith's belly was
not so. Esau's want lay in his fleshly appetite, Little-faith's

did not so. Besides, Esau could see no farther than to the

fulfiUing of his lusts : " For 1 am at the point to die," said

he, " and what good will this birthright do me ?"t But Little-

faith, though it was his lot to have but a little faith, was by his

little faith kept from such extravagances, and made to see and

prize his Jewels more than to sell them as Esau did his birth-

right. You read not any where that Esau had faith, no not so

much as a little ; therefore no marvel, if where the flesh only

bears sway, (as it will in that man where no faith is to resist,) if

he sells his birthright, and his soul and all, and that to the devil

of hell : for it is with such as it is with the ass, " who in her

occasions cannot be turned away :"* when their minds are set

upon their lusts, they will have them, whatever they cost. But
Little-faith was of another temper, his mind was on things di-

vine ; his livelihood was upon things that were spiritual and

from above ; therefore, to what end should he that is of such

a temper sell his Jewels
;
(had there been any that would have

bought them,) to fill his mind with empty things ? Will a man
give a penny to fill his belly with hay ? or can you persuade

the turtle-dove to live upon carrion hke the crow ? Though
faithless ones can, for carnal lusts, pawn, or mortgage, or sell

what they have, and themselves outright to boot
; yet they that

have faith, saving faith, though but little of it, cannot do so.

Here, therefore, my brother, is thy mistake, (/i)

Hope. I acknowledge it ; but yet your severe reflection had
almost made me angry.

Chr. Why ? I did but compare thee to some of the birds that

are of the brisker sort, who will run to and fro in trodden

paths with the shell upon their heads :—but pass by that, and

consider the matter under debate, and all shall be well betwixt

thee and me.
Hope. But, Christian, these three fellows, I am persuaded

in my heart, are but a company of cowards : would they have
run else, think you, as they did, at the noise of one that was

* Jer. ii. 24.

(A) Many professors., meeting; vnth discouragements, give up their reli-

gion for the sake of this present world : but, if any Ihence argue, that true

believers will copy their example, they show that they are neither weli
established in judgment, nor deeply acquainted -with the nature of the di-

viae life, or tlie objects of its supreme desires and peculiar fears.
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coining on the road ? Why did not Little-faith pluck up a

greater heart ? he might, methinks, have stood one brush with

them, and have yielded when there had been no remedy.
Chr. That they are cowards, many have said, but few have

found it so in the time of trial. As for a great heart, Little-

faith had none ; and I perceive by thee, my brother, hadst thou

been the man concerned, thou art but for a brush, and then to

yield. And verily, since this is the height of thy stomach
now they are at a distance from us ; should they appear'

to thee, as they did to him, they might put thee to second

thoughts.

But consider again, they are but journeymen thieves, they

serve under the king ofthe bottomless pit ; who, if need be, will

come in to their aid himself, and his voice is as the roaring of

a lion. * I myself have been engaged as this Little-faith was
;

and 1 found it a terrible thmg. These three villains set upon
me, and I beginning like a Christian to resist, tbey gave but a

call, and in came their master : I would, as the saying is, have
given my life for a penny ; but that, as God would have it, I

was clothed with armour of proof. Ay, and yet, though 1 was
so harnessed, 1 found it hard work to quit myself like a man :"

no man can tell what in that combat attends us, but he that hath

been in the battle himself. '

'

Hope. Well but they ran, you see, when they did but sup

pose that one Great-grace was in the way.
Chr. True, they have often fled, both they and their mas-

ter, when Great-grace hath appeared ; and no marvel, for he

is the King's Champion : but, I trow, you will put some differ-

ence between Little-faith and the King's Champion. All the

King's subjects are not his Champions ; nor can they, when
tried, do such feats of war as he. Is it meet to think that a

little child should handle Gohath as David did ? or that there

should be the strength of an ox in a wren ? Some are strong,

some are weak ; some have great faith, some have little
;

this man was one of the weak, and therefore he went to the

wall.

Hope. I would it had been Great-grace for their sakes.

Chr. If it had been he, he might have had his hands full :

for I must tell you that, though Great-grace is excellent good

at his weapons, and has, and can, so long as he keeps them at

fiword's point, do well enough with them
j
yet if they get with

*'l Pet. V. 8.
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m him, even Faint-heart, Mistrust, or the other, it shall go

hard but they will throw up his heels : and when a man is

down, you know, what can he do ?

Whoso looks well upon Great-grace's face, shall see those

scars and cuts there that shall easily give demonstration of

what I say. Yea, once I heard he should say, (and that when
he was in the combat,) " We despaired even of life." How
did these sturdy rogues and their fellows make David groan,

mourn, and roar ? Yea, Heman and Hezekiah too, though

Champions in their day, were forced to bestir them when
by these assaulted ; and yet, notwithstanding, they had their

coats soundly brushed by them. Peter, upon a time, would

go try what he could do ; but though some do say of him that

he is the Prince of the Apostles, they handled him so that they

made him at last afraid of a sorry girl.

Besides, their king is at their whistle ; he is never out of

hearing ; and if at any time they be put to the worst, he, if

possible, comes in to help them : and of him it is said, " The
sword of him that layeth at him cannot hold ; the spear, the

dart, nor the habergeon; he esteemeth iron as straw, and

brass as rotten wood : the arrow cannot make him flee, sling-

stones are turned with him into stubble ; darts are counted as

stubble; he lai5gheth at the shaking of a spear."* What can

a man do in this case ? It is true, if a man could at every turn

have Job's horse, and had skill and courage to ride him, he
might do notable things ; for " His neck is clothed with thun-

der ; he will not be afraid as the grasshopper ; the glory of his

noistrils is terrible ; he paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in

iiis strength ; he goeth on to meet the armed men : he mock-
eth at fear, and is not affrighted, neither turneth he back from
the sword : the quiver rattleth against him, the glittering spear

and the shield : he swalloweth the ground with fierceness and
rage, neither believeth he that it is the sound of the trumpet.

He saith among the trumpets, Ha, ha ; and he smelleth the

battle afar off, the thunder of the captains, and the shouting."!

But for such footmen as thee and 1 are, let us never desire

to meet with an enemy ; nor vaunt as if we could do better,

when we hear of others that they have been foiled ; nor be
tickled at the thoughts of our own manhood, for such common-
ly come by the worst when tried. Witness Peter, of whom 1

made mention before, he would swagger, ay, he would ; he
would, as his vain mind prompted him to say, do better, and

Z * Job xli. 26—.29. f Job xxxix. 13—25.
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stand more for his Master than all men ; but who so foiled and

run down by these villains as he ?

When therefore we hear that such robberies are done on

the King's highway, two things become us to do: first, to go out

harnessed, and to be sure to take a shield with us ; for it was
for want of that, that he that laid so lustily at Leviathan could

not make him yield ; for, indeed, if that be wanted . he fears

us not at all. Therefore he that had skill hath said, " Above
all, take the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to

quench all the fiery darts of the wicked."* (i)

It is good also that we desire of the King a convoy, yea, that

he will go with us himself. This made David rejoice when in

the Valley of the Shadow of Death ; and Moses was rather

for dying where he stood than to go one step withojit his God.t

O my brother, if he will but go along with us, what need

we be afraid of ten thousand that shall set themselves against

U9 ? but without him the proud helpers fall under the

slain.I (k)

* Eph. vi. 16. t Exod. xxxiii. 15.
If.

Psa. iii. 5—S.xxvii. 1—3. ha. x. 4.

(i) Young converts often view temptations, conflicts, and persecutions,

in a very difFereut light than experienced believers do. Warm with zeal,

and full of confidence, which they imagine to be why3lly genuine, and
knowing comparatively little of their own hearts, or the nature of the

Christian conflict, they resemble new recruits, who are apt to boast what
great things they will do : but the old disciple, thousfh much stronger in

faith, and possessing habitually more vigour of holy affection, knows him-
self too well to boast, and ?peaks with modesty of the past, and diffidence

of the future ; like the veteran soldier, of approved valour, who has often

been in actual service.—They, who have boasted beforehand what they
would do and suffer, rather than deny the faith, have generally either

proved apostates, or been taught their weakness by pamful experience.

And when a real believer has thus fallen, the recollection of past boast-

ings adds to his remorse and terror ; and Satan will attempt to drive him
to despair : so that, indeed, ' no man can tell what in such a combat at-

tends us, but he that has been in the battle himself.'—Even they, who
were most remarkable for strength of faith, have often been overcome
in the hour of temptation ; and, when guilt got within them, they found
it no easy matter to recover their hope and comfort : bow then can the
weak in faith be expected to overcome in such circumstances ? The ac-

commodation of the passages from Job to this conflict, seems merely intend-

ed to imply, that the assaults of Satan on these occasions, are more terri-

ble than any thing in the visible creation can be : and that every possi-

ble advantage will be needful in order to withstand in the evil day.

(k) Instead of saying, " though all men deny thee, yet will not I," it

behoves us to use all means of grace diligently ; and to be instant in

prayer, that the Lord himself may protect us by his power, and animate
us by his presence ; and then only shall we be enabled to overcome both
the fear of man, and the temptations of the devil.
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1, for my part, have been in the fray before now ; and

though, through the goodness ofHim that is best, I am, as you see,

ahve, yet I cannot boast of my manhood. Glad shall I be if I

meet with no more such brunts ; though 1 fear we are not gat

beyond all danger. However, since the lion and the bear

have not as yet devoured me, 1 hope God will also deliver us

from the next uncircumcised Philistine.

• Poor Little-faith I hast been among the thieves ?

Wast robb'd ? remember this, whoso believes,

And get more faith ; then shall you yictora be
Over ten thousand, else scarce over three.'

So they went on, and Ignorance followed. They went
then till they came at a place where they saw a Way put itself

into their Way, and seemed withal to lie as straight as the Way
which they should go ; and here they knew not which of the

two to take, for both seemed straight before them : therefore

here they stood still to consider. And as they were thinking

about the way, behold a man of black flesh, but covered with

a very light robe, came to them, and asked them why they

stood there ? They answered they were going to the Celes-

tial City, but knew not which of these ways to take. * Follow

me,' said the man, ' it is thither that I am going.' So they fol-

lowed him in the Way that but now came into the road, which
by degrees turned, and turned them so from the City that they

desired to go to, that in a little time their faces were turned

away from it :—yet they followed him. But by and by, before

they were aware, he led them both within the compass of a

net, in which they were both so entangled^ that they knew not

what to do ; and with that the white robe fell off the black

man's back :—then they saw where they were. Wherefore
there they lay crying some time, for they could not get them-

selves out.

Then said Christian to his fellow. Now do I see myself in an

error. Did not the Shepherds bid us hew » re of the Flatter-

er ? As is the saying of the wise man, so we have found it this

day, " A man that flattereth his neighbour spreadeth a net for

his feet."*

Hope. They also gave us a note of directions about the way,
for our more sure finding thereof; but therein we have also

forgotten to read, and have not kept ourselves from '•' the-

* Prov. xxiv. 5.
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paths of the destroyer. ' Here David was wiser than we ; for

saith he, *' concerning the works of men, by the word of thy

lips I have kept me from the paths of the destroyer."t Thus
they lay bewailing themselves in the net. At last they espied

a Shining One coming towards them with a whip of small cord

in his hand. When he was come to the place where they were,

he asked them whence they came, and what they did there ?

They told him that they were poor Pilgrims going to Zion, but

were led out of their way by a black man clothed in white, who
bid us, said they, follow him, for he wai going thither too.

Then said he with a whip, It is Flatterer, " a false apostle, that

hath transformed himself into an angel of light."J So he rent the

net, and let the men out. Then said he to them. Follow, me,
that I may set you in your way again :—so he led them back to

the way which they had left to follow the Flatterer. Then he
asked them, saying. Where did you lie the last night ? They
said, with the Shepherds upon the Delectable Mountains. He
asked them then, if they had not of them Shepherds a note of

direction for the way ? They answered. Yes. But did you,

said he, when you were at a stand, pluck out and read your
note ? They answered, No. He asked them, Why ? They
said. They forgot. He asked, moreover, if the Shepherds did

not bid them beware of the Flatterer ? They answered, Yes
;

but we did not imagine, said they, that this fine-spoken man
had been he.

J

Then I saw in my dream that he commanded them to lie

down ;§ which when they did, he chastised them sore, to

teach them the good way wherein they should walk :11 and as

he chastised them, he said, *' As many as I love, I rebuke

and chasten ; be zealous, therefore, and repent. "IF This done,

he bids them go on their way, and take good heed to the other

directions of the Shepherds. So they thanked him for all his

kindness, and went softly along the right way, singing:

' Come hither, you that 'walk along the way,
See how the Pilgrims fare that go astray :

They catcheJ are in an entangling net,

'Cause they good counsel lightly did forget

:

*Tis true, they rescued were, but yet, you ?ee.

They're scourg'd to boot : let this your caution be.' (f)

* Psa. xvii. 4. t Cor. xi. 13, 14. Dan. xi. 32. t ^°^- ^^i. 17, 18.

§ Deut. xxix. 2. || 2 Chron. vi. 26, 27. IT Rev. iii. 19.

(I) This Way, which seemed as straight as the right W ay, and in enter-

ing on which there was no Stik to climb orer, must denote some very phiu-
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Now after a while they perceived, alar oflf, one coming
softly and alone all along the highway to meet them. Then

sible and gradual deviation from the simplicity of the gospel, in doctrine

or practice, feculiar circumstances may require the believer to act

;

while so much can be said in support of different measures, as to make
him hesitate : and if he merely consider the subject in his own mind, or

consult with his friend?, without carefully examming the Scripture, and
praying for diviue direction ; he will very probably be seduced into the

wrong path : and, if he listen to the Flatterer, he will certainly be misled.

But what is meant by the Flatterer?— It cannot reasonably be supposed
that the author meant to state that the Pilgrims hearkened to such as

preach justification by the works of the law ; or flatter men's self-compla-

cency by harangues on the dignity of human nature, and the unbiassed

freedom of the will, the sufficiency of reason in matters of religion, or the

goodness of the heart : for experienced Christians cannot be thus imposed
on. And gross antinomianism can never greatly attract the attention of

those, who have been in Doubting-Castle for turning aside into By-path-
meadow.—But the human mind is always accessible to flattery, in one
form or other ; and there have in every age been teachers and professed

Christians, who have soothed men into a good opinion of their state on
insuiiicient grounds ; or fed their spiritual pride by expressing too favour-

able thoughts of their attainments, which is often mistaken for a very
loving spirit. This directly tends to induce unwatchfulness, and an unad-
vised way of deciding in difficult cases : and thus men are imperceptibly

led to consult their own inclination, ease, or interest, instead of the will

and glory of God. In the mean time, such flatterers commend their pru-
dence, in allowing themselves a little rest ;

persuade them that they are

entitled to distinction, and exempted from general rules ; insinuate, that

they are too well acquainted with Satan's de\ices, to be deceived ; and in

short seem to make their opinion the standard of right and wrong. Some
excellent men, from a natural easiness of temper, united with spiritual

love and genuine candour, thus undesignedly too much sooth their bre-

thren : but the Flatterer is ' a black man in a white robe ;' a designing hypo-
crite, who, with plausibility, fluency of speech, talents, eloquence, or po-
lite accomplishments, and very evangelical views of religion, " serves not
our Lord Jesus Christ, but his own belly ; and by good words and fair

speeches deceives the hearts of the simple." Such a man will not shock
serious minds by gross antinomianism : but he will insist disproportion-

ately and indiccriminately on privileges, promises, and consolatory topics
;

and thus put his auditors into good humour with themselves, and conse-

quently with him, in order to obtain advantages, not so easily acquired
by other jneans —There are many other flatterers : but this description,

coming far more in the way of evangelical professors than any other, seems
emphatically to be intended. Satan aims to lull men into a fatal security,

wholly or in part ; flatterers of every kind are his principal agents ; and a
smooth undisUnguishiug gospel, and want of plain-dealing in private, has
immense influence in this respect. Too often, it is to be feared, the

preacher uses flattery in the pulpit and the parlour, and is reciprocally

flattered or rewarded : and what wonder is it, if ungodly men take up the

business as a lucrative trade, and serve tlieir own selfish purposes, by
quieting uneasy consciences into a false peace, misleadiog unwary «ouIs,

16
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said Christian to his fellow, Yonder is a man with his back

towards Zion, and he is coming to meet us.

Hope. I see him ; let us take heed to ourselves now, lest

he should prove a Flatterer also.

So he drew nearer and nearer, and at last came up to them.

His name was Atheist ; and he asked them, ' Whither they

were going ?'

Oir. We are going to the Mount Zion.

Then Atheist fell into a very great laughter.

Chr. What is the meaning of your laughter ?

Ath. I laugh to see what ignorant persons you are, to take

upon you so tedious a journey ; and yet are like to have no-

thing but your travel for your pains.

Chr. Why, man ? do you think we shall not be received ?

Ath. Received 1 there is no such place as you dream of in

all this world.

Chr. But there is in the world to come.
Aih. When I was at home, in mine own country, I heard as

you now affirm, and from that hearing went out to see, and

entangling incautious believers in a net, and thus bringing a scandal on
the gospel? " Satan is transformed into an angel of light, and his ministers

into ministers of righteousness ;" and if this were the case in the apostles'

days, in the midst of terrible persecution? ; it may well be expected, that

the same attempts will be made at other tunes. Among persons not much
acquainted with the gospel, a diflferent method of seduction will be em-
ployed ; in some places by vain philosophy or pharisaical self-righte-

uusaess, iu others by enthusiastic imaginations or dreams of sinless perfec-

tion : but among established Christians, some plausible scheme, flattering

men as wise and strong in Christ, and as knowing their liberty and priyi-

leges, must.be adopted; such as were propagated among the Corinthians,

or those professed Christians whom James, Peter, and Jude successively

addressed. In the present state of religious profession, a more important
caution, I apprehend, cannot be given by the united voice of all those

miaisters, whom the Shepherds represent, than this, ' Beware of the Flat
terer ;' of all teachers who address the self- preference of the "human heart,

and thus render men forgetful of ' taking heed to their way according to

the word of God.' For if men overlook the precepts of Scripture, and
forsake practical distinguishing preachers, to follow such as bolster up
their hopes in an unscriptural manner ; they will either be fatally de
ceived, or drawn out of the path of truth and duty, taken in the net of

error, and entangled among injurious connexions and with perplexing
diffioulties. They will indeed at length be undeceived as to these Jine-
spoken men, but not till they scarcely know what to do or what will be-
come of them. For when the Lord plucks their feet out of the net, he
will humble them in the dust for their sm and folly ; and make them
thankful to be delivered, though with severe rebukes and corrections.
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have been seeking this city these twenty years, but find no more
of it than I did the the first day I set out.*

Chr. We have both heard and beheve that there is such a

place to be found.

Jlth. Had not I when at home beheved, I had not come thus

far to seek ; but finding none, (and yet 1 should had there

been such a place to be found, fc r I have gone to seek it fur-

ther than you ;) I am going bark acra..n. anc' will seek to refresh

myself with the things that I tnen cast away, for hopes of that

which I now see is not.

Then said Christian to Hopeful his fellow, Is it true which
this man hath said ?

Hope. Take heed, he is one of the Flatterers: remember
what it hath cost us once already for our hearkening to such

kind of fellows. What ! no Mount Zion ? Did we not see from

the Delectable Mountains the Gate of the City ? Also, are we
not now to walk by faith ?t Let us go on, said Hopeful, lest

•the man with the whip overtake us again. You should have
taught me that lesson which I will round you in the ears with-

al .
'* Cease, my son, to hear the instruction that causeth to

err from the words of knowledge ;"J 1 say, my brother,

cease to hear him, and let us believe to the saving of the soul.

Oir. My brother, 1 did not put the question to thee for that

I doubted of the truth of your belief myself, but to prove thee,

and to fetch from thee a fruit of the honesty of thy heart. As
for this man, I know that he is blinded by the god of this world.

Let thee and I go on, knowing that we have belief of the truth,

and '* no lie is of the truth. "§
Hope. Now do I rejoice in hope of the glory of God.—So

they turned away from the man, and he, laughing at them, went
bis way. (w)

* Eccles. X. 15. Jer. xrii. 15 2 r«r. v. 7. | Prov. xix. 27.

Heb. X. 39. { . John ii. 21.

(m) Some false professors gradually renounce " the truth as it is in

Jesus :" but others openly set themselves against all kinds of reli2;ioD, and
turn scoffers and infidels. Indeed none are more likely to become avow-
ed atheists, than such as have for many years hypocritically professed the

gospel ; for they often acquire an acquaintance with the several parts of
reli«;ion, their connexion with each other, and the ar;i;umenis with which
they are supported ; so that they know not where to beginr^f they would
oppose any particular doctrine or precept of revelation. Yet they hate

the whole system ; and, havin^: never experienced those effects from the

truth, which the Scripture ascribes to it, they feel, that if there be any re-

ality jn religiou, their own case is very dreadlul, and wish to shake cff
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I saw then in my dream, that they went till they came iin^

a certain country whose air naturally tended to make one drow-
sy ,^ if he came a stranger into it. And here Hopeful began to

be very dull and heavy of sleep : wherefore he said unto

Christian, I do now begin to grow so drowsy that I can scarcely

hold up mine eyes ; let us lie down here, and take one nap.

By DO means, said the other, lest sleeping we never awake
more.

Hope. Why, my,brother? sleep is sweet to the labouring

man ; we may be refrei«hed if we take a nap.

Chr. Do you not remember that one of the Shepherds bid

us bewiire or the Enchanted Ground ? He meant by that, that

we should beware of sleeping ;
" Wherefore let us not sleep,

tis do others, but let us Avatch and be sober."*

Hope. I acknowledge myself in a fault ; and, had I been
liere alone, I had by sleeping run the danger of death. 1 see

it is true that the wise man saith, " Two are better than one."t

Hitherto hath th}' company been my mercy ; and thou shalt

" have a good reward for thy labour." (n)

* I '^hess. V. 6. t Eccles. iv. 9.

this mortifying and alarming conviciion. And, as they have principally

associated with loose professors, and witnessed much folly and wickedness
among them ; they willingly take up a bad opinion of all who pretend to

piety, (as rakes comxaonly revile all women,) and so they make a despo
rate plunge, and treat tlie whole of religion as imposture and delusion

pretending-, that upon a thorough investigation, they find it to be a com
pound of knavery, folly and fanaticism. Thus God in awful judgment
permits Satan to blind their eyes, because they "obeyed not the truth.

:>ut liad pleasure iu unrighteousaess." Men set out with a dead faith and
u worldly heart, and at length occupy the seat oftlie scorner 1—The vain

reasonings and contemptuous sneer; of such apostates, may turn aside other

unsound characters, and perplex new converts : but the experience of

estabhshed believers will fortify them against these manifest delusions {

and corrections for previous mistakes will render them jealous of tliem-

solves and one another ; so that they will go on their way with greater

circumspection, and pity the scorner who ridicules them.
Qn) The Enchanted Ground may represent a state ot exemption from

}.eculiar trials, and of worldly prosperity; especially when Christians are

itnexpecieJly advanced in their outward circumstances, or engaged in

extensive, flourishing business. A concurrence of agreeable dispensations

sometimes succeeds to long continued diiBculties ; the believer's peace is

little interrupted, but he has not very high affections or consolations ; he
aieels with respect and attention from his friends and acquaintance ; and
I? drawn on by success in his secular undertakings. This powerfully tends,

thvcug^i remaining depravity, to produce a lethargic and indolent frame
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Now then, said Christian, to prevent drowsiness in this

place, let us fall into good discourse.

' With all my heart,' said the other.

Chr. Where shall we begin ?

Hape. Where God began with us :—but do you begin, if

you please.

* When saints do sleepy grow, let them come hither,

And hear how these two Pilgrims talk together :

Yea, let them learn of them in any wise,

Thus to keep, ope their drowsy slumb'ring eyes.

Saints' fellowship, if it be manag'd well.

Keeps them awake, and that in spite of hell.'

Then Christian began, and said, I will ask you a question :

Mow came you to think at first of doing as you do now ?

Hope. Do you mean, how came lat first to look after the

good of my soul ?

Chr. Yes, that Is my meaning.

Hope. I continued a great while in the delight of those

things which are seen and sold at our Fair ; things which I be-

lieve now would have, had I continued in them still, drowned

me in perdition and destruction.

Chr. What things were they ?

Hope. All the treasures and riches of the world. Also I

delighted much in rioting, revelling, drinking, swearing, lying,

uncleanness, sabbath-breiiking, and what not, that tended to

destroy the soul. But I found at last by hearing and consider-

ing of things that are divine, which indeed I heard of you, as

also of the beloved Faithful, that was put to death for his faith

and good living in Vanity-Fair, " that the end of these things

is death ;" and that " for these things' sake the wrath of God
coqieth upon the children of disobedience."*

* Rom. vi. 21—23. Eph. v. 6.

of mind : the man attends on religious ordinances, and the constant succes-

sion of duties, more from habit and conscience, than from delight in the
service of God : and even they, vho have acquitted themselves creditably

in a varied course of trials and conflicts, often lose much of their vigour,

activity and vigilance, in these fascinating circumstances. " No situation,

in which a believer can be placed, requires so much watchfulness : other

experiences resemble storms, which keep a man awake almost against liia

will'; this is a treacherous culm, which invites and lulls hirn to sleep. But
pious discourse, the jealous cautions of faithful friends, and recollections

jof the Lord's dealings with us in times past, are admirably suited to coun-
teract this tendency.—The subsequent dialogue.contains the author's owb
cjsposition of several particulars in the preceding allegory.

Aa le*
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Chr. And did you presently fall under the power of this

conviction ?

Hope. No, I was not willing presently to know the evil of
sin. nor the damnation that follows upon the commission of it

;

but endeavoured, when my mind at first began to be shaken
with the word, to shut mine eyes against the light thereof.

Chr, But what was the cause of your carrying of it thus to

ihe first workings of God's Blessed Spirit upon you?
Hope. 1 he causes were— 1. I was ignorant that this was

the work of God upon me. I never thought that by awaken-
ings for sin God at first begins the conversion of a sinner.

2. Sin WHS yet very sweet to my ilesh, and 1 was loth to leave

it. 3. I could not tell how to part with mine old companions,

their presence and actions were so desirable unto me. 4. The
(lOurs in which convictions were upon me were such trouble-

some and such heart-affrighting hours, that I could not bear, no

not so much as the remembrance of them upon my heart.

Oir. Then it seems, sometimes you got relief of your
trouble ?

Hope. Yes, verily, but it would come into my mind again ;

-ind then I would be as bad, nay worse than I was before.

Chr. Why, what was it that brought your sins to mind
igain ?

Hope. Many things : as, if I did but meet a good man in the

r^treet ; or ii I have heard any read in the Bible ; or if mine
head did begin to ache ; or if I were told that some of my
neighbours were sick ; or if I heard the bell toll for some that

were dead : or if I thought of dying myself; or if I heard that

sudden death happened to others : but especially when I

(bought of myself, that I must quickly come to judgment.

Chr. And could ydu at any time, with ease, get off the guilt

of sm, when by any of these ways it came upon you ? (o)

Hope. No, not heartily ; for then they got faster hold of

(p) This word is used here and in other places, not to 9ig;nify tke evil of
cr. in (he sight of God^ and the transgressor's deserved liableness to pu-
nishment : but the remorte and fear of wrath, with which the convinced

•inner is oi^re?sed, and from which he often seeks relief by means which
exc-^edinsrly increase his actual guilt. Nothing except a free pardon, by
faith in the atoning sacrifice of Christ, can take av\aygw7/.- but the unea-
• ilics? of a man's conscience may be for a time removed by various expe-

'Jients. The words guilt or guilti/, are often used in this latter sense, by
•mdem divines ; but it does not seem to be scripturally accurate, and may
• ?duce misappreLetisions.
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my conscience : and then, if I did but think of going back to

sin, (though my mind was turned against it,) it would be double

torment to me.
Chr. And how did you do then ?

Hope. 1 thought I must endeavour to mend my life
; for else,

thought I, I am sure to be damned.
Chr. And did you endeavour to mend ?

Hope. Yes ; and fled from not only my sins, but sinful com-
pany too, and betook me to religious duties, as praying, reading,

weeping for sin, speaking truth to my neighbours, &,c. These
things I did, with many other, too much here to relate.

Chr. And did you think yourself well then ?

Hope. Yes, for a while ; but at the last my trouble came
tumbling upon me again, and that over the neck of all my re-

formations.

Chr. How came that about, since you were now reformed ?

Hope. There were several things brought it upon me ; es-

pecially such sayings as these—" All our righteousnesses arc

as filthy rags :"—" By the works of the law no man shall be
justified :"—"When we have done all these things, say. We
are unprofitable :"* with many more such like. From whence
i began to reason with myself thus :—If all my righteousnesses

are filthy rags ; if by the deeds of the law no man can be justi-

fied ; and if when we have done all we are yet unprofitable

—then it is but a folly to think of heaven by the law. I fur-

ther thought thus : If a man runs a hundred pounds into the

shopkeeper's debt, and after that shall pay for all that he shall

fetch : yet, his old debt stands still in the book uncrossed, for

the which the shopkeeper may sue him, and cast him into

prison till he shall pay the debt.

Chr. Well, add how did you apply this to yourself?
Hope. Why, I thought thus with myself: 1 have by my sins

run a great way into God's book, and that my now reforming, will

not pay off th^t score ; therefore I should think still, under all

my present amendments, ' But how shali I be free from that

damnation, that I brought myself in danger of by my former
transgressions ?'

< nr. A very good application :—but pray go on.

Hope. Another thing that hath troubled me, even since my
late amendments, is, that, if I look narrowly into the best of

what I do now, I still see sin, new sin, mixing itself with the

* Isa. Ixiv. 6. Luke xvii. 10. Gal. ii. 16.



i€8 A perfect Righteousness needful,

best of what I do : so that now I am forced to conclude that,

notwithstanding my former fond conceits of myself and duties,

I have committed sin enough in one duty to send me to hell,

though my former life had been faultless.

Chr. And what did you then do ?

Hope. Do I 1 could not tell what to do, till I brake my mind
to Faithful ; for he and I were well acquainted. And he told

me that unless 1 could obtain the righteousness of a man that

never had sinned, neither mine own, nor all the righteousness

•if the world, could save me.

Chr. And did you think he spake true ?

Hope. Had he told me so, when I was pleased and satisfied

with mine own amendments, 1 had called him fool for his

pains ; but now, since I see mine own infirmity, and the sin

that cleaves to my best performances, I have been forced to be
of his opinion.

Chr. But did you think, when at first he suggested it to you,

that there was such a man to be found, ofwhom it might justly

be said that he never commited sin ?

Hope. I must confess tlie words at first sounded strangely,

but, alter a httle more talk and company with him, I had full

conviction about it.

Chr. And did you ask him what man this was, and how you
must be justified by him ?*

Hope. Yes, and he told me it was the Lord Jesus, that

dwelleth on tlie .right hand of the Most High : And thus,

i^aid he, you must be justified by him—even by trusting to

what he. hath done by himself, in the days of his flesh, and suf-

fered ^vhen he did hang on the tree;. I asked him further

how that man's righteousness could be of that cflicacy to justify

another before God ? And he told me he was the mighty God,

and did what he did, and died the death also, not for himself,

but for me, to whom his doings and the worthiness of them
should be imputed, if I believed on him,

Chr. And what did you do then ?

Hope. 1 made my objections agyinst my believing, for that I

thought he was not willing to seive me.

Chr. And what said Faithful to you then ?

Hope. He bid me go to him and see. Then I said it was
preiiumption. He said, 'No, for I was invited to come.'t

—

Then he gave me a book of Jesus' inditing, to encourage me

•^ Eom. iv. CoL i. Heb. x. 2 Pet. i. t Matt. xi. S8.
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the more freely lo ccme ; and he said, concerning that book,

that every jot and tittle thereof stood firmer than heaven and

earth.* Then I asked him what I must do when I came ?

And he told me I must entreat upon my knees,t whith all my
heart and soul, the Father to reveal Him to me. Then I ask-

ed him further, how 1 must make my supplication to him !

And he said. Go, and thou shalt find him upon a mercy-seat jj

where he sits, all the year long, to give pardon and forgiveness

to them that come. I told him that 1 knew, not what to say when
I came. And he bid me to say to this efifect

—" God be mer-
ciful to me a sinner," ' and make me to know and believe

m Jesus Christ : for 1 see, that if his righteousness had not

been, or 1 have not faith in that righteousness, I am ut-

terly cast away. Lord I have heard that thou art a merciful

God, and hast ordained that thy Son Jesus Christ should be

the Saviour of the world : and, moreover, that thou art wil-

ling to bestow him upon such a poor sinner as I am, (and I am
a sinner indeed :) Lord, take therefore this opportunity, and

magnify thy grace in the salvation of my soul, through thy Son
Jesus Christ. Amen.'

Oir. And did you do as you were bidden ?

Hope. Yes, over, and over, and over.

Chr. And did the Father reveal the Son to you ?

Hope. Not at the first, nor second, nor third, nor fourth

,

or fifth, no, nor at the sixth time neither.

Chr. What did you do then ?

Hope. What ! why I could not tell what to do.

Chr. Had you not thoughts of leavmg ofif praying ?

Hope. Yes, and a hundred times twice told.

Chr. And what was the reason you did not ?

Hope. I believed that that was true which had been told me,
to wit, that without the righteousness of this Christ, all the

world could not save me : and therefore, thought I with my-
self, if I leave off I die, and I can but die at the throne of

grace. And withal this came into my mind, " If it tarry, wait

for it, because it will surely come, and will not tarry."§ So
I continued praying, until the Father showed me his Son.

Chr. And how was he revealed unto you ?

Hope. 1 did not see him with my bodily eyes, but with the

eyes of mine understanding, |1 and thus it was : One day I was

* Matt. xxiv. 35. t Psa. xcv. 6. Jer. xxix. 12, 13. Dan. vi. 10.

t Exod. XXV. 22. Levit. xvi. 2. Heb. iv, 16. 5 Heb. ii. 3«

li
Eph. i. 18, 19.
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very sad, I think sadder than at any one time in my life ; and
this sadness was through a fresh sight of the greatness and vile-

ness of my sins. And as I was then looking for nothing but

liell, and the everlasting damnation ofmy soul, suddenly, as I

thought, I saw the Lord Jesus look down from heaven upon me,
and saying, " Beliere on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt

be saved."*

But I replied, * Lord, I am a great, a very great sinner :'

and he answered, " My grace is sufficient for thee." Then I

said, ' But, Lord, what is believing V And then I saw from that

saying, " He that cometh to me shall never hunger, and he
that believeth on me shall never thirst,"t that behevingand
coming was all one ; and that he that came, that is, run out in

his heart and affections after salvation by Christ, he indeed

believed in Christ. Then the water stood in mine eyes, and
I asked further, ' But, Lord, may such a great sinner as I am,
be indeed accepted of thee, and be saved by thee ? And I

heard him say, " And him that cometh to me, I will In no wise

cast out."| Then I said, ' But how. Lord, must I consider of

thee in my coming to thee, that my faith may be placed aright

upon thee ?* Then he said, ' Christ Jesus came into the world
to save sinners :" " He is the end of the law for righteous-

ness to every one that believes :" " He died for our sins, and

rose again for our justification :" " He loved us, and washed
us from our sins in his own blood :" " He is mediator between
God and us :" ** He ever hveth to make intercession for us."§

From all which 1 gathered that I must look for righteousness

in his person, and for satisfaction for my sins by his blood
;

that what he did in obedience to his Father's law, and in sub-

mitting to the penalty thereof, was not for himself, but for him
that will accept it for his salvation, and be thankful. And now
v/as my heart full of joy, mine eyes full of tears, and mine
affections running over with love to the name, people, and

ways of Jesus Christ, (p)

If Acts xvi. 30, 31. t John vi. 35. $ John vi. 37. $ 1 Tim. i. 15.

Rom. X. 4. Heb. vii. 24, 25.

(p) Coming to Christ is properly the effect offaith : yet the language
here used is warranted by Scripture.—The word reveal^ and the vision of

Christ conversing with Hopeful, seem to sanction such things as have been
greatly mistaken and abused, and have occasioned many scandals and ob-

jections : yet it is evident, that the author meant nothing contrary to the

most sober statement of scriptural truth.—Christ did not appear to Hope-
ful's senses^ but to his undersiandi7ig : and the words spoken are no other

tluin texts of Scripture taken in their genuine meaning ; not informing
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Oir. This w^s a revelation of Christ to your soul indeed :

bat tell me p;irticularly what efifect this had upon your spirit.

Hope. It made me see that all the world, notwithstanding all

the righteousness thereof, is in a state of condemnation : it

made me see that God the Father, though he be just, can justly

justify the coming sinner : it made me greatly ashamed of the

vileness of my former life, and confounded me with the sense

of mine own ignorance : for there never came a thought into

mine heart, before now, that showed me so the beauty of

Jesus Christ : it made me love a holy life, and long to do

something for the honour and glory of the name of the Lord
Jesus

;
yea, I thought that, had I now a thousand gallons of

blood in my body, I could spill it all for the sake of the Lord
Jesus.

I saw then in my dream, that Hopeful looked back and saw
Ignorance, whom they had left behind, coming after :

' Look,*

said he to Christian, ' how far yonder youngster loitereth

behind.'

Chr. Ay, ay, I see him : he careth not for our company.
Hope. But I trow it would not have hurt him, had he kept

pace with us hitherto.

Chr. That is true : but I'll warrant you he thinketh other-

wise.

Hope. That I think he doth : but however, let us tarry for

him. So they did.

Then Christian said to him, Come away, man, why do you
stay so behind ?

Ignor. I take my pleasure in walking alone ; even more a

great deal than in company ; unless I like it better.

Then said Christian to Hopeful, (but softly,) Did I not tell

him, as by a new revelation, that his sins were pardoned, but encourag-
iog him to apply for this mercy and all other blesiini^s of salvation. So
that, (allowing for the nature of an allegory,) the whole account for sub-

staace exactly coincides with tlie experience of the most sober Christians

;

who, having been deeply humbled, and re«dy to sink under discourage-

ment, have had such views of the love of Christ, of his glorious salvation,

the freeness of the invitations, the largeness of the promises, and th€ na-
ture ofjustifying faith, as have '• filled them with peace and joy in believ-

ing :"' and these have been followed V)y such abiding effects as are here
described, which completely distingu;:^. :Ltm from all the false joys of

hypocrites and enthusiasts. Others indeed cannot relate so orderly an ac-

count of their convictions and conifirts ; yet they are brought, (though
by varied metho.ls.) to the same reiiance on Christ, and the same deA^oted

obedience.
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you he cared not for our company ? But, however, come up
and let us talk away the time in this solitary place. Then,
directing his speech to Ignorance, he said. Come, how do you
do ? how stands it between God and your soul now ? (9)

Ignor. I hope well, tor I am always full of good motions,

that come into my mind to comfort me as I walk.

Chr. What good motions ? pray tell us.

Ignor. Why, I think of God and heaven.
Chr. So do the devils and damned souls.

Ignor. But I think of them, and desire them, (r)

Oir. So do many that are never like to come there. ** The
soul of the sluggard desires, and hath nothing.'"*^

Ignor. But I think of them, and leave all for them.
Chr. That I doubt : for leaving of all is a hard matter ;

yea, a harder matter than many are aware of. But why, or

by what, art thou persuaded that thou hast left all for God and

heaven ?

Ignor. My heart tells me so.

Chr. The wise man says, '* He that trusts his own heart is

a fool."t

Ignor. That is spoken of ad evil heart, but mine is a good

one.

Chr. But how dost thou prove that ?

Ignor. It comforts me in hopes of heaven.

Chr. That may be through its deceitfulness ; for a man's

Pror. xiii. 4. t Prov. xxviii. 26.

(9) In this dialoo^ue Ignorance speaks exactly in character; and the an-

•wers of the Pilgrims are conclusive against such absurd and unscriptural

grounds ot' confidence, as are continually maintained by many who would
he thought pious Christians.

(r) The desire of heavenly felicity, when the real nature of it is not un-

derstood, the proper means of obtaining it are neglected, other objects are

]>referreJ to it, or sloth and procrastination intervene, is no proof that a

man will be saved.—In like manner this expression, the desire of grace U
grace, must be owned to be very fallacious and ambiguous. Men may be

iioiionally convinced, that without grace they must perish, and mere self-

ishness may excite some feeble desires after it ; though worldly affections

predominate, and the rpal value of the spiritual good 13 not perceived.

But to hunger and thirst for God and his righteousness, his favour, image,

and service, jis the supreme good ; so thai no other object can satisfy the

earnest desire of the heart, and every thing is renounced that interferes

with the pursuit of it, is grace indeed, and shall be completed in glory.
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heart may minister comfort to him in the hopes of that thing

for which he yet has no ground to hope, (s)

Ignor. But my heart and hfe agree together ; and therefore

r my hope is well grounded.

Chr. Who told thee that thy heart and life agree together

I^nor. My heart tells me so.

Chr, * Ask my fellow if I be a thief!' Thy heart tells thee

so ! except the word of God beareth witness in this matter,

other testimony is of no value.

Ignor. But is it not a good heart that has good thoughts ?

arid is not that a good life that is according to God's command-
ments J

Chr. Yes, that is a good heart that hath good thoughts, and

that is a good life that is according to God's commandments
;

but it is one thing indeed to have these, and another thing only

to think so.

Ignor. Pray what count you good thoughts, and a life ac-

cording to God's commandments '?

Chr. There are good thoughts of divers kmds ;—some re-

specting ourselves,—some God,—some Christ,—and some
other things.

Ignor. What be good thoughts respecting ourselves ?

Chr. Such as agree with the word of God.
Ignor. When do our thoughts of ourselves agree with the

word of God ?

Chr. W^hen we pass the same judgment upon ourselves

which the word passes.—To explain myself; the word of

God saith of persons in a natural t^ondition, {t) " There is

none righteous, there is none that doeth good." It saith also»

that " f-very imagination of the heart of man is only ey'.\ and
that continually."* And ;igain, " The imagination of man's
heart is evil from his youth." Now then, when we think

* Gen. vi. 5. Rom. iii.

(«) It is exceedingly dangferous to make comfort a ground of confidence

;

unless the nature, source, and effects of that comfort be considered : for

it may result entirely from ignorance and self-flattery, in a variety of
ways.

(0 " That wlfch is born of the flesh, is flesh ;" "The carnal mind is

enmity against God ; for it is not subject to the law of God, neither in-

deed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God ;" for
" They are by nature the children of wrath." This is man's natural con-
dition : but of the regenerate i^ is said, " Ye are not in the flesh, but in the
Spirit ;" " for that which is born of the Spi?it, is Spirit :" and to such per-
sons the texts adduced do not apply.

Bb n
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thas of ourselves, having a sense thereof, then are our fhoughtg

good ones, because according to the word of God.
Ignor. 1 will never believe that my heart is thus bad.

Chr. Therefore thou never hadst one good thought con*

cerning thyself in thy life.—But let me go on. As the word
passeth a judgment upon our hearts, so it passeth a judgment
upon our ways ; and when our thoughts of our hearts and ways
agree with the judgment which the word giveth of both, then

are both good, because agreeing thereto.

Ignor. Make out your meaning.

Chr. Why, the word of God saith that man's ways are

crooked ways, not good, but perverse : it sayeth they are na-

turally out of the good way, that they have not known it.* Now
when a man thus thinketh of his ways, I say, when he doth,

sensibly, and with heart-humiliation, thus think, then hath he
good thoughts of his own ways, because his thoughts now agree

with the judgment of the word of God.
Ignor. What are good thoughts concerning God ?

Chr. Even as I have said concerning ourselves, when our
thoughts of God do agree with what the word saith of him

;

and that is, when we think of his being and attributes as the

word hath taught ; of which I cimnot now discourse at large.

But to speak of him with reference to us ; then we have right

thoughts of God when w*e think that he knows us better than

we know ourselves, and can see sin in us when and where we
r:in soe none in ourselves ; when we think he knows our in-

most thoughts, and that our heart, with all its depths, is always

open unto his eyes : also when we think that all our righteous-

ness stinks in his nostrils, and that therefore he cannot abide

to see us stand before himm any confidence, even ofall our best

performances. -(m)

* Psa. cxxv. 5. Prov. ii. 15. *

(u) The external eervicps, performed by unregenerate persons from
selfish motives, "being scanty and partial, and made the ground of self-com-

placency, and self-riijhtepus pride, '' are abomination in the sight of God,"
however " highly estoetaed among men :" *' For men look at the outward
appear&Dce, hut the Lord looketh at the heart." Even the obedience of

a true believer, though it springs from right principles, %nd has some spi-

ritual excellency in it, is yet £o defective and defiled by sin, that if it

were not accepted as the fruit of the Spirit thi;ough the mediation of

Christ, it must be condenned by the holy law, and rejected with abhor-
rence by a God of infinite purity. Men may allow this in words, and yet

not know what it is to come as condemned sinners, for a free justification

and balvation, by faith ia Christ.
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fgnor. Do you think that I am such a fool as to think God
can see no further than 1 ? or that I would come to God in the

best of my performances ?

Chr. Why, how dost thou think in this matter ?

Ignor. Why, to be short, 1 think I must believe in Christ

for justification.

Chr. How ? think thou must believe in Christ when thou

seest not thy need of him I Thou neither seest thy original nor

actual infirmities ; but hast such an opinion of thyseli, and of

what thou doest, as plainly renders thee to be one that did

never see a necessity of Christ's personal righteousness to

justify thee before God. How then dost thou say, I believe in

Christ ?

Ignor, I believe well enough for all that.

Chr. How dost thou believe ?

Ignor. I believe that Christ died for sinners ; and that I

shall be justified before God from the curse, through his gra-

cious acceptance ofmy obedience to his law. Or thus, Christ

makes my duties, that are religious, acceptable to his Father

by virtue of his merits, and so shall I be justified.

Chr. Let me give an answer to this confession of thy faith.

1

.

Thou believest with a fantastical faith ; for this faith is

no where described in the word.

2. Thou believest with a false faith : because it taketh jus-

tification/row the personal righteousness of Christ, and applies

it to thy own.
3. This faith maketh not Christ a justifier of thy person,

but of thy actions : and of thy person for the actions sake.

which is false, {w)
4. Therefore this faith is deceitful, even such as will leave

thee under wrath in the day of God Almighty ; for true justi-

fying faith puts the soul, as sensible of its lost rondition by the

law, upon fleeing for refuge unto Christ's righteousness :

(which righteousness of his is not an act of grace, by which he
maketh, forjustification, thy obedience accepted with God, but

his personal obedience to the law, in doing and suffering for us

what that required at our hands :) this righteousness, I say,

(w) The way of bein* justified by faith, for which Ignorance plead?.

may well be called
''

fantastical^ as well as '•false f for it is no where laid

down in Scripture : and it not only changes the way of acceptance, but it

takes away the rule and standard of righteousness, and substitutes a vague
notion, called tinctriti/^ in its place, which never was, or can be, defined

with precision.
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frue faith accepteth ; under the skirt of which the soul being
shrouded, and by it presented as spotless before God, it is ac-

i:epted, and acquit from condemnation.

Ignoi'. What, would you have us trust to what Christ in his

own person hath done without us ? this conceit will loosen

the reigns of our lust, and tolerate us to live as we list ; for

what niitter hoAV we live, if we may be justified by Christ's

personal righteousness from all, when we believe it.

Chr. Ignorance is thy name, and as thy name is so art thou
;

even this thy answer demonstrateth what I say. Ignorant

thou art of what justifying righteousness is, and as ignorant

how to secure thy soul, through the faith of it, from the heavy
wrath ofGod. ^ea, thou also art ignorant of the true effects

of saving faith in this righteousness of Christ, which is to bow
and win over the heart to God in Christ, to love his name,
iiis word, ways and people, and not as thou ignorantly im-

;»ginest.

Hope. Ask him if ever he had Christ revealed to him from
heaven ?

Jgnor. What ! you are a man for revelations ? I believe that

what both you, and all the rest of you, say about that matter,

is but the fruit of distracted brains.

Hope. Why man ! Christ is so hid in God from the natural

:tpprehensions of all flesh, that he cannot by any man be sav-

ingly known, unless God the Father reveals him to them, (x)

Ignor. That is your faith, but not mine : yet mine, I doubt

not. IS as good as yours, though I have not in my head so many
whimsies as 3 ou.

Chr. Give me leave to put in a word :—you ought not so

slightly to speak of this matter : for this I will boldly aflirm,

(even as my good Companion hath done) that no man can

know Jesus Christ but by the revelation of the Father
;
yea,

.md faith too, by which the soul layeth hold upon Christ, fif it

he right) must be wrought by the exceeding greatness ot"his

mighty power ;* the working of which faith, I perceive, poor
Ignorance, thou art ignorant of. Be awakened then, see thine

own wretchedness, and flee to the Lord Jesus ; and by his

* Matt. xi. 27. 1 Cor. xii. 3. Eph. i, 18, 19.
{

{x) Pride, unbelief, and carnal prejudices or affections, bo close the

mind of a sinner against the spiritual glory of the Person and redemption
'f Christ, that nothing but the illumination of the Spirit removing this

'eil can enable him to understand and receive the revelation of the sacred

Oracles on these important subjects.
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righteousness, which is the righteousness ofGod, (for he him-
self is God,) thou shalt be delivered from condemnation.

Ignor. You go so fast I cannot keep pace with you : do you
go on before ; I must stay a while behind.

Then they said

—

* Well, Ignorance, wilt thpu yet foolish be
To slight good counsel, ten times given the« ?

And if thou yet refuse it, thou shalt know,
Ere long, the evil of thy doing so.

Remember, man, in time ; stop, do not fear

;

Good counsel taken well saves ; therefore hear.

But if thou yet shall slight it, thou wilt be
The loser. Ignorance, I'll warrant thee.'

Then Christian addressed thus himself to his fellow :

Well, come, my good Hopeful, I perceive that thou and I

must walk by ourselves again.

So I saw in my dream,' that they went on apace before, and
Ignorance, he came hobbling after. Then said Christian to

his companion, it pities me much for this poor man ; it wilt

certainly go ill with him at last..

Hope. Alas ! there are abundance in our Town in his con-

dition, whole families, yea, whole streets, and that of Pilgrims

too ; and if there be so many in our parts, how many, think;

you, must there be in the place where he was born 1 {y)
Chr. Indeed the word saith, " He hath blinded their eyes,

lest they should see," &c.
But now we are by ourselves, what do you think of such

men? have they at no time, think you, convictions of sin,

and so consequently, fears that their state is dRngerous ?

Hope. Nay, do you answer that question yoursf-lf, for you
are the elder man.

Chr. Then I say, sometimes (as I think) they may ; but

they, being naturally ignorant, understand not that such

convictions tend to their good ; and therefore they do despe-

rately seek to stifle them, and presuniptuouslv" continue to

datter themselves in the way of their own he.:/i.-;

Hope. I do believe, as you say, that tV-ar lOTwlir much to

men's good, and to make them right at their beguminjj id go

on pilgrimage.

(?/) If numbers of ignorant persons may be found among the apparent-

ly religious, what must be the case of those, who are left without mstrue-

tion to their native pride and self-conceit ?

IT*
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Chr. Without all doubt it doth, if it be right : for so says

the word, " The fear of the Lord is the beginning ofwisdom."*
Hope. How will you describe right fear ?

Chr, True or right fear is discovered by three things

—

1 . By its rise : it is caused by saving convictions for sin.—

<

?. It driveth the soul to lay fast hold of Christ for salvation.

—

3. It begetteth and cuntinueth in the soul a great reverence of
God, his word, and ways, keeping it tender, and making it

afraid to turn from them, to the right hand or to the left, to any^

thing that may dishonour God, break its peace, grieve th^

Spirit, or cause the enemy to speak reproachfully, (^z)

Hope. Well said ; I believe you have said the truth.-^

Are we now almost got past the Enchantfed Ground ?

Chr. Why? are you weary of this discourse?

Hope. No verily, but that I would know where we are.

Oir. We have not now above two miles further to go

Ihereon.—But let us return to our matter.—Now the igno-

rant know not that such convictions, that tend to put them in

Tear, are for their good, and therefore they seek to stifle them.
Hope. How do they seek to §tifle them ?

Chr. 1. They think that those fears are wrought by the

ievil, (though indeed they are wrought of God ;) and, think-

ing so, they resist them,, as things that directly tend to their

overthrow. 2. i'hey also think that these fears tend to the

^oiling of their faith ; when, alas for them, poor men that

'jiey are, they have none at all !—and therefore they harden
their hearts against them. 3. They presume they ought not

to fear, and therefore in despite ot them wax presumptuously

confident. 4. They see that those fears tend to take away

* Job xxviii. 28. Psa. cxi.' 10. Prov. i. 7. ix. 10.

(«) Fears of wrath are too generally ascribed to unbelief, and deemed
prejudicial; but this arises frona ignorance and mistake; for belief of

Grod's testimony must excite fears in every heart, till it is clearly perceiv-

ed hovv that wrath may be escaped ; and doubts mingled with hopes must
ari«e from faith, till a man is conscious of having experienced a saving

change. These fears and doubts excite men to sclf-exaraiuation, watch-
fulness, and diligence ; and thus tend to the believer's establishment, and
•' the full assurance of hope unto the end :" while the want of them often

results from unbelief -cd stupidity of conscience, and terminates in carnal

security and abuse of the gospel. Fears may indeed be excessive and un-
reasonable, and the effect of unbelief: but it is better to mark the ex-

tre"-e, and caution men against it, than by declaiming indiscriminately

against all doubts and fears, to help sinners to deceive themselves, and
•iisco'jrage weak believers from earnestly using th$ scriptural means of
• maiiag their calling and election sure."



Talk about one Temporary. 1 99

from them their pitiful old self-holiness, and tnerefore they

resist them with all their might, (a)

Hope. 1 know something of this myself: for before 1 knew
myself it was so with me.

Chr. Well, we will leave at this time, our neighbour Igno-

rance by himself, and fall upon another profitable question.

Hope. With all my heart : but you shall still begin.

Oir. Well then, did you not know, about ten years ago, one
Temporary in your parts, who was a forward man in religion

then?

Hope. Know him ! yes, he dwelt in Graceless, a town

about two miles ofif of Honesty, and he dwelt next door to one
Turnback. . -

Chr. Right ; he dwelt under the same roof with him. Well,

that man was much "awakened once: I believe that then he
had some sight of his sins, and of the wages that was due
thereto.

Hope. I am of your mind, for, (my house not being above
three miles from him,) he would oftentimes come to me, and
that with many tears. Truly I pitied the man, and was not

altogether without hope of him : but, one may see, it is not

every one that cries, Lord, Lord.

Chr. He told me once that he was resolved to go on pilgrim-

age, as we go now ; but all of a sudden he grew acquainted

with one Saveself, and then he became a stranger to me. (6)
Hope. Now since we are talking about him, let us a little

inquire into the reason of the sudden backsliding of him and
such others.

Chr. It may be very profitable ; but do you begin.

Hope. Well then, there are in my judgment four reasons

for it.

(a) The expression pitiful old self-holiness^ denotes the opinion that

ignorant persons entertain of their hearts as good and holy ; while the
term, self-righteeysness, relates to their supposed good lives : but nothing
can be further from oar author's meaning, than to speak against " sanctifi-

cation by the Spirit unto obedience," as evidential ol our union with
Christ, and acceptance in his righteousness.

(b) Temp«)rary was doctritrally acquainted with the gospel, but a stran-

ger to its sanctify] rig power. Such men have been forward in religion, but
that is now past ; for they were always graceless^ and came short of ho-
nesty in their profession, if not in their moral conduct, and were ever
ready to turn bock into the world at a convenient season. They have in-

deed been alarmed ; but terror without humiliation will never subvert
fielf-cooafidence ; and of the numbers with whom some ministers conveise
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1

.

Though the consciences of such men are awakened, yet
their minds are not changed : therefore, when the power of
guilt weareth away, that which provoked them to be religious

ceaseth : wherefore they naturally turn to their own course

again ; even as we see the dog that is sick of what he hatl>

eaten, so long as his sickness prevails he vomits and casts up
all : not that he doth this of free mind, (if we may say a dog
has a mind,) but because it troubleth his stomach : but now,
when his sickness is over, and so his stomach eased, his desires

being not at all alienate from his vomit, he turns him about,

and licks up all ; and so it is true which is written, " The dog
is turned to his own vomit again."* Thus, I say being hot for

heaven by virtue only of the sense and fear of the torments of

hell, as their sense of hell, and the fears of damnation, chills

and cools, so their desires for heaven and salvation cool also.

So then it comes to pass that, when their guilt and fear is gone,

their desires for heaven and happiness die, and they return to

their course again.

2. Another reason is, they have slavish fears that do over-

master them :—1 speak now of the fears that they have of

men :
" for the fear of men bringeth a snare."t So then,

though they seem to be hot for heaven so long as the flames

of hell are about their ears, yet, when that terror is a Httle

over, they betake themselves to second thoughts, namely, that

it is good to be wise, and not to run (for they know not what,)

the hazard of losing all, or at least oi bringing themselves into

unavoidable and unnecessary troubles ; and so they fall in with

the world again.

3. The shame that attends religion lies also as a block in

their way : they are proud and haughty, and religion in their

eye is low and contemptible : therefore, when they have lost

their sense of hell and wrath to come, they return again to

tlieir former course.

4. Guilt, and to meditate terror, are grievous to them
;

* 2 Pet. ii. 22. t Prov. xxix. 25.

under trouble of coascience, and of whom they hope well, how many dis-

appoint their expectations, and after a time plunge deeper into sin than
ever I Such convictions resemble llie blossoms of the fruit-tree, which
must precede the ripe fruit, but do not always produce it : so that we
cannot say, ' The more blossoms there are, the greater abundance will

there be of fruit ;' though we may be assured that there can be no fruit

if there be no blossoms. The reasons and the manner of such men's de-
clensions and apostacy are very justly and emphatically stated : though
perhaps not with siiflicieut delicacy to suit the taste of this fastidious -a^e.
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they like not to see their misery before they come into it

;

though perhaps the sight of it tirst, if they loved that sight,

might make them flee whither the righteous flee and are safe ;

but because they do, as 1 hinted before, even shun the thoughts

of guilt and terror ; therefore when once they are rid of their

awakenings about the terror and wrath of God, they harden

their hearts gladly, and choose such ways as will harden them
more and more.

Chr. You are pretty near the business, for the bottom of all

is, for want of a change in their mind and will. And therefore

they are but like the felon that standeth before the judge : he
quakes and trembles, and seems to repent most heartily ; but

the bottom of all is, the fear of the halter, not of any detesta-

tion of the offences ; as is evident, because, let but this man
have his liberty, and he will be a thief, and so a rogue stilly

whereas, if his mind was changed, he would be otherwise.

Hope. Now 1 have showed you the reasons of their going

back, do you show me the manner thereof.

Chr. So I will willingly.—They draw ofi" their Uioughts, all

that they may, from the remembrance of God, death, and judg-

ment to come :—then they cast off" by degrees private duties,

as closet-prayer, curbing their lusts, watching sorrow for sin,

and the like :—then they shun the company of lively and warm
Christians :—after that they grow cold to public duty ; as

hearing, reading, godly conference, and the like :—then they

begin to pick hole^i as we say in the coats of some of the

godly, and that devili-^nly ; that they may have a seeming colour

to throw rehgion (toi the sake of some iofirmity they have
spied in them,) behind their backs :—then they begin to ad-

here to, and associate themselves with, carnal, loose, and wan-
ton men :—then they give way to earn J and wanton discourses

in secret ; and glad are they if they can see such things in any
that are counted honest, that, they may the more boldly do it

through their example.—After this, they begin to play with

little sins only :—and then being hardened, they show them-
selves as they are. Thus, being launched again into the gulf

of misery, unless a miracle of grace prevent it, they everlast-

ingly perish in their own deceivings. (c)

(c) " The hvpocrite will not pray always ;" nor can he ever pray, with
faith or sincerity, for spiritual blessings : but he may deprecate misery,

and beg to be made happy, and continue to observe a form of private re-

ligion. But when such men begin to shun the company of lively Chris-

liaod, to neglect public ordinances, and to excuse their own conduct, b/

Cc
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Now I saw in my dream that by this time the Pilgrims were
got over the Enchanted Ground, and entering into the Coun-
try of Beulah,* whose air was very sweet and pleasant, the way
lying directly through it, they solaced themselves there for a

season. Yea, here they heard continually the singing of birds,
and saw every day the flowers appear in the earth, and heard
the voice of the turtle in the land.—In this country the sun
shineth night and day : wherefore this was beyond the Valley
of the Shadow of Death, and also out of the reach of Giant
Despair, neither could they from this place so much as see
Doubting Castle. Here they were within sight of the City

they were going to : also here met them some of the inhabi-

tants thereof : for in this land the Shining Ones commonly
walked, because it was upon the borders of heaven. In this

land also the contract between the Bride and the Bridegroom
was renewed : yea, here, " as the Bridegroom rejoiceth over
the Bride, so did their God rejoice over them." Here they

had no want of com and wine ; for in this place they met
abundance (^what they had sought for in all their pilgrimages.

Here they heard voices from out of the City, loud voices,

saying, *' Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy salvation

cometh ! Behold his reward is with him !" Here all the inha-

bitants of the country called them " the holy people, the re-

deemed of the Lord, sought out
—'* &c. (d)

* Sol. Song ii. 10—12. Isa. Ixii. 4—12.
imitating the devil, the accuser of the brethren, in calumniating pious per-

sons, magnifying their imperfections, insinuating suspicions of them, and
aiming to confound all distinction of character among men ; we may safe-

ly conclude tlieir state to be perilous in the extreme. While professed

Christians should be exhorted carefully to look to themselves, and to

watch against the first incursions of this spiritual declension ; it should

also be observed, that the lamented infirmities and dulness of those who
persist in using the means of grace, and striving against sin ; who decided-

ly prefer the company of believers, and deem them the excellent of the

earth; and who are severe in judging themsslves, but candid to others,

are of a contrary nature and tendency to the steps of Temporary's apos-

tacy.

(d) The word Beulah signifies married ; and the prophet, in the pas-

sage whence it is quoted, predicted a very flourishing state of religion,

which is yet in futurity : but the author accommodates it to the sweet
peace and confidence which tried believers commonly experience towards

ihe close of their lives.—This general rule admits indeed of exceptions :

but the author, having -witnessed many of these encouraging scenes, was
willing to animate himself and his afflicted brethren with the hope of si-

milar triumphant joys. The communion of saints in prayer, praises, and
thanksgivin|;s, with liberty and ardour, and hearts united in cordial love

;
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Now, as theJ walked in this land, they had more rejoicing

than in parts more remote from the Kingdom to which they

^Ve^e bound ; and drawing near to the City they had yet a

more perfect view thereof It was builded of pearls and pre-

cious stones, also the streets thereof were paved with gold : so

that, by reason of the natural glory of the City, and the reflec-

tion of the sun beams upon it, Christian with desire fell sick ;

Hopeful also had a fit or two of the same disease ; wherefore

here they lay by it a.while, crying out because of their pangs,
" If you see my Beloved, tell him that I am sick of love." (e)

But, being a little strengthened, and better able to bear their

sickness, they walked on their way, and came yet nearer

and nearer, where were orchards, vineyards, and gardens, and
their gates opened into the highway. Now, as they came up
to these places, behold tfie Gardener stood in the way ; to

whom the Pilgrims said, ' Whose goodly vineyards and gardens

are these ?' He answered, ' They are the King's, and are

planted here for his own delights, and also for the solace of

Pilgrims.'—So the Gardener had them into the vineyards, and

bid them refresh themselves with the dainties ;* he also show-

* Deut. xxiii. 24.

the beauties of holiness, and the consolations ofthe Holy Spirit; the healing

beams of the Son of Righteousness, shining by the sweet light of divine

truth upon the soul ; exemptions from darkening temptations and harassing

doubts ; lively earnests and near prospects of heavenly felicity ; a cheer-

ing sense of communion with the heavenly host, in their fervent adora-

tions, and a realizing apprehension of their ministering care over the heirs

of, salvation ; a comfortable renewal of the acceptance of Christ, sealed

with the tokens, pledges, and assurances of his love ;
gratitude, submis-

sion, confidence in God, hope, and the sweet exercise of tenderness, sym-
pathy, meekness, and humility, but little interrupted by the working of

the contrary evils :—these things seem to constitute the happy state here

represented, {t is remarkable that the Psalms (which were intended,

among <th^r uses, to regulate the devotions and experiences of Velievers)

abound ^t firit with coufessions. complaints, fears, and earnest criejs of dis-

tress or laager ; but towards the close become more and more the language
of confidence, gratitude aud joy, and conclude with unmingled praises and
thanksgivings.

(«) In the immediate view of heavenly felicity, Paul " desired to de-
part hence and be with Christ, as far better" than life ; and David '*• faint-

ed for God's salvation." In the lively exercise of holy affections, the be-i

Ijever grows woary of this sinful world ; and loners to have his faith chang
ed foresight, his hope swallowed up in enjoyment, and his love perfected,

and secure.l from all interrujjtion and abatement. Were this frame of

mind habitunl, it might unfit men for the common concerns of life, which
appear very trifling to the soul when employed in delightful admiring
Gontemplatioa of heavenly glory.
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edthem there the King's walks and the arbours, wh^re he de-

lighted to be : and here they tarried and slept.

Now I beheld in my dream, that they talked more in their

sleep at this time than ever they did in all their journey ; and,

being in a muse thereabout, the Gardener said even to me,
Wherefore musest thou at the matter ? it is the nature of the

fruit of the grapes of these vineyards " to go down so sweetly

as to cause the lips of them that are asleep to speak." (f)
So I saw that when they awoke they addressed themselves

to go up to the City. But, as I said, the reflection of the sun

upon the City, (for the City was pure gold*,) was so extreme-

ly glorious that they could not as yet with open face behold it,

but through an instrument made for that purpose. So I saw,

that as they went on, there met them two Men in raiment that

shone like gold, also their faces sh(fne as the light.
' These Men asked the Pilgrims whence they came ? and
they told them. They also asked them where they had lodg-

ed, what difficulties and dangers, what comforts and pleasures,

they had met in the way ? and they told them. Then said the

Men that met them, * You have but two difficulties more to

meet with, and then you are in the City.' (g)
Christian then and his companion asked the Men to go

along with them : so they told them they would : but, said

tliey, ' You must obtain it by your own faith '—So 1 saw in

my dream, that they went on together till they came in sight

of the Gate. .

Now I further saw that betwixt them and the Gate was a

Rivier ; but there was no Bridge to go over : the River was
very deep. At the sight therefore of this River, the Pilgrims

were much stunned ; but the Men that went with them, said,

' You must go through, or you cannot come at the Gate.'

The Pilgrims then began to inquire if there was no other

*^Rev. xxi. 18. 2 Cor. iii. 18.
"

(/) Attendance on the public ordinances is always the believer's duty
and privilege ; yet he cannot at all times delight in them : but, when holy
afFections are in lively exercise, he sweetly rests in these earnests of hea-
venly joy ; and speaks freely and fervently of the love of Christ and the

blessings of salvation, to the edification of those around him ; who often

wonder at witnesr-ing such a change, from reserve and diffidence to bold-

ness and earnestness, in urging others to mind the one thing needful.

(g) Perhaps the author here alluded to those pre-intimations of death,

that some person^ seeni to receive : and he appears to have ascribed them
to the guardiati angels, vatching over every^ believer.

—

Death, and admis-

sion into the CiU'^ were the onlydiiriculties that awaited the Pilgrims.
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way to the Gate ? to which they answered, ' Yes ; but there

hath not any, save two, to wit, Enoch and Ehjah, been per-

mitted to tread that path since the foundation of the world, nor

shall until the last trumpet shall sound.' The Pilgrims then,

(especially Christian) began to despond in their minds, and

looked this way and that, but no way could be found by them,

by which they might escape the River. Then they asked the

Men ' If the waters were all of a depth ?' They said, no
;

yet they could not help them in that case :
* For,* said they,

'you shall find it deeper or shallower, as you believe in the

King of the place.'

They then addressed themselves to the water, and entering.

Christian began to sink, and crying out to his good friend

Hopeful, he said, *' I sink in deep waters ; the billows go over
my head, all his waves go over me. Selah."

Then said the other, ' Be of good cheer, my brother ; I

feel the bottom and it is good.' Then said Christian, ' Ah '

my friend, the sorrows of death have compassed me about, I

shall not see the land that flows with milk and honey.' And
with that a great darkness and horror fell upon Christian, so

itat he could not see before him. Also he here in great measure
iost his senses, so that he could neither remember nor orderly

talk of any of those sweet refreshments, that he had met with

in the way of his pilgrimage. But all the words that he spake

still tended to discover that he had horror of mind, and hearty

fears that he should die in that River, and never obtain en-

trance in at the Gate. Here also, as they that stood by per-

ceived, he was much in the troublesome thoughts of the sins

that he had committed, both since and before he began to be a

Pilgrim, (h) It was also observed, that he was troubled with

(/i) Death is aptly rejjresented by a deep River withouta bridge, se-
•parating the believer from his heavenly inheritance : aa Jordon fiovred

between Israel and the promised land.
,
From this Rirer, nature shrinks

back, even when faith, hope, and love, are in lively exercise ; but when
these decline, alarm and consternation may unite with reluctance at the

thoughts of crossing it. The dreaded pangs that precede the awful sepa-

ration of those intimate associates, the soul and body ; the painful parting

with dear friend? aijd every earthly object; the gloomy ideas of the dark,

cold, and uoisx'me grave ; and the solemn thought of launching into aa
unseen eternity, render Death iheking of terrors.— But faith in a crucifi-

ed, buried, risen, and ascended Saviour ; experience of his faithfulness and
love in times past; hope of an immediate entrance mto his presence,

where temptation,, conflict, sin and suffering will find no admission ; and
the desire of perfect knowledge, holiness and felicity, will reconcile lh«

IS
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apparitions of hobgoblins and evil spirits : for ever and anon
ha would intimate so much by words. Hopeful therefore

here had much ado to keep his brother's head above water
;

yea, sometimes he would be quite gone down, and then, ere a
while, rise up again half dead. Hopeful also would endeavour
to comfort him saying, * Brother, I see the Gate, and men
standing by to receive us ;' but Christian would answer, * It is

you, it is you they wait for
;
you have been hopeful ever

since I knew you.' * And so have you,' said he to Christian.
' Ah, brother,' said he, ' surely if 1 was right, he would now
rise up to help me ; but for my sins he hath brought me into

the snare, and hath left me.' Then said Hopeful, * My
brother, you have quite forgot the. text, where it is said of the

wicked. ' There is no band in their death, but their strength

is firm ; they are not troubled as other men, neither are thfey

plagued like other men.' These troubles and distresses that

you go through in these waters, are no sign that God hath for-

saken you ; but are sent to try you, whether you will call to

miu'l to the inevitable stroke, aud sometimes give a complete victory over

every fear. Yet if faith aud hope be v/eakened, through the recollection

of any peculiar misconduct, the withholding of divine light aud consola-

tion, or some violent assault of the temper, even the 6e/iV rcr will be pecu-

liarly liable to alarm and distress. His reflecting mind, having been long

accustomed to consider the subject in its important nature and conse-

quence?, has very different apprehensions of God, of eternity, ofjudgment,
of sin, and of himself, than other men have. Sometimes experienced saints

are more desponding m these circumstances than their junior brethren :

constitution has considerable effect upon the mind ; and some men (like

Christian) are in every stage of their profession, more exposed to tempta-
tions of a discouraging nature, than to ambition, avarice, or fleshly lusts.

It has before been suggested, that the author probably meant to describe

the peculiarities of his own experience, in thecharacter of Christian ; and
he may perhaps here have intimated his apprehension, lest he should not

meet death with becomi:jg fortitude. A conscientious life indeed is com-
monly favoured with a neaceful close, even when forpbodmgs to the con-

trary have troubled mfeu during thfir whole lives : and this is so far gene-

ral, that they be^t provide for a comtbrtable death, who most diligently

attend to the duties of their station, and the improvement? of their talentsjki

trom evangelical firinciples ; whereas they who In e negligently, and yield

to temptation, make, as it were, an a>3ignation with terror to meet them
on their death-bed, a season when comfort is more desirable 'han at any
other. The Lord, however, is no man's debtor : none can claim consola-

tion ab their due : and, though a believer's experience and the testimony

of his conscience may evidence the sincerity of his taith and love : yet he
must disclaim to the last every other dependence than the righteousnesi

and blood of Christ, and the free mercy of God in him.
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mind that which heretofore you have received ofhis goodness,

and live upon him in your distresess.'

Then I saw in my dream, that Christian was in a muse a

while. To whom also Hopeful added this word, "Be of good
cheer, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole.'* And with that

Christian brake out with a loud voice, * Oh, I see him again]

and he tells me, " When thou passest through the waters,

will be with thee ; and through river*, they shall not overflow

thee."''*'—Then they both took courage, and the enemy wais

after that as still as a stone, until they were gone over. Chris-

tian therefore presently found ground to stand upon, and so it

Ibllowed that the rest of the River was but shallow : thus they

got over, (i)

Now upon the bank of the River, on the other side, they
saw the two Shining Men again, who there waited for them.

Wherefore being come out of the River, they saluted them,

saying, " We are ministering spirits sent forth to minister for

those that shall be heirs of salvation." Thus they went along

towards the Gate.—Now you must note that the City stood

upon a mighty hill : but the Pilgrims went up that hill with

ease, because they had these two Men to lead them up by the

arms : also they had left their mortal garments behind them
in the River ; for though they went in with them, they came
out without them. They therefore went up here with much
agility and speed, though the foundation ypon which the City

was framed was higher than the clouds : they therefore went
up through the regions of the air, sweetly talking as they
went, being comforted, because they safely got over the River,

and had such glorious Companions to attend them, (k)

* Isa. xliii. 2.

(i) The temporary distresses of dyin» believers often arise from bodily
disease, which interrupt the free exercise of their intellectual powers. Of
this Satan will be sure to take advantage, as far as he is permitted ; and
will suggest gloomy imaginations, not only to distress them, but to dis-

iiearten others by their example.—What may in this state be painted be-
fore the fancy we cannot tell : but it is generally observed, that such pain-
ful conflicts terminate in renewed hope and comfort, frequently by means
of the conversation and prayers of Christians and ministers; so that they,

who for a time have been most distressed, have at length died most tri-

umphantly.
(k) When " Lazarus dieJ, he was carried by augels into Abraham's bo-

som ;" and we have every reason to believe, that the services of these

friendly spirits to the souls of departed saints are immediate and sensible

;

and that their joy is such as is here described. The beautiful description

th?it follows admits of no elucidation : some of the images indeed are takctn
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The talk that they had with the Shining Ones was about the

glory of the place ; who told them, that the beauty and glory

of it was inexpriessible. There, said they, is " The Mount
Zion, the heavenly Jerusalem, the innumerable company ol

angels, and the spirits ofjust men made perfect."* You are

going now, said they, to the Paradise of God, wherein you
shall see the Tree of Life, and eat of the never-fading fruits

thereof: and when you come there you shall have white robes

given YOU, and your walk and talk shall be every day with the

King, even all che days of eternity. t There you shall not see

agiiin sucn things as you saw when you were m the lower re-

gion upon the earth, to wit, sorrow, sickness, alBiction, and

death, " for the former th|ng« are passed away.'^J You are

going now to Ar^ham, to Isaac, and Jacob, and to the prophets,

men that God hath taken away from the evji to come, and thai

are now *' resting upon their beds, each one walking in his

righteousness." The men then asked, * What must we do in

the holy place?' To whom it wa^ answered, * You niust

there receive the comfort of all your toil, and have joy for all

your sorrow
; you must reap wh^t you have sown, even the

fruit of aH your pn.yers, and tears, aad sufierings, for the

King, by the way.§ in that place, you must weur crowns of

gold, and enjoy the perpetual sight and vision of the Holy
One, for thiere " you shall see Him as he is."ii There also

you shall serve Him continually with praise, with shouting,

and thanksgiving, whom you desired to serve in the world,

though with much difficulty, because of the infirmity
,
of your

flesh. There your eyes shall be delighted with seeing, and

your ears with hearing, the pleasant voice of the Mighty One
There you shdl enjoy your friends again, that are gone thither

before you ; 'nd there you shall with joy receive even every
one that follows into the holy place after you. There also

you sh Jl be clothed with glory and majesty, and put into an

equipage fit to ride out with the King of Glory. When he
shiill come with sound of trumpet in the clouds, as upon the

wings of the wind, 3'ou shall come with him ; and, when he
shall sit upon the throne of judgment, you shall sit by him :

yea, and when he shall pass sentence upon all the workers of

iniquity, let them be angels or men, you shall have a voice

* Heb. xii. 227—24. t Rev. ii. 7. iii.-4. xxii. 5. $ Isa. Ixv. 16.

5 Gal. vi. 7, 8
||

1 John, iii. 2.

f'-om raoi!era customs ; but in all other respects it is entirely scriptural,

H^d very intelligible and animating to the spiritual mind.
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m that judgment, because they were his and your enemies.

Also when he shall again return to the City, you shall go too

with sound of trumpet, and be ever with him.'*

Now, while they were thus drawing towards the Gate, be-

hold a company of the heavenly host came out to meet them
;

to whom it was said by the other two Shining Ones, ' These
are the men that have loved our Lord, when they were in the

world, and that have left all for his holy name, and he hath

sent us to fetch them, and we have brought them thus far on

their desired journey, that they may go in and look their Re-
deemer m the face with joy.' Then the heavenly host gave
a great shout, saying, '' Blessed are they that are called

to the marriage-supper of the Lamb."t There came out also

at this time to meet them several of the King's trumpeters,

clothed in white and shining raiment, who with melodious

noises and loud made even the heavens to echo with their

sound. These trumpeters saluted Christian and his fellow

with ten thousand welcomes from the world ; and this they

did with shouting and sound of trumpet.

This done, they compassed them round on every side
,

some went before, some behind, and some on the right hand,

some on the left, (as it were to guard them through the upper
regions,) continually sounding as they went, with melodious

noise, in notes on high ; so that the very sight was to them that

could behold it, as if heaven itself was come down to meet
them. Thus therefore they walked on together ; and, as they

walked, ever and anon these trumpeters, even with joj^ful

sound, would, by mixing their music with looks and gestures,

still signify to Christian and his brother how welcome they
were into their company, and with what gladness they came to

meet them. And now were these two men, as it were, ia

heaven, before they came at it, being swallowed up with the

sight of angels, and with hearing of their melodious notes. Here
also they had the City itself in view : and they thought they

heard all the bells therein to ring, to welcome them thereto.

But above all, the warm and joyful thoughts that they had
about their own dwelling there with such company, and that

for ever and ever. Oh ! by what tongue or pen can their glori-

ous joy be expressed ?—Thus they came up to the Gate.
Now, when they were come up to the Gate, there was

written over it, in letters of gold, " Blessed are they that d&

^ Thess. iy. 13—17. Jude 14, 15. Dan. vii. 9, 10. iCor. vi2,3-
t Rev. xix. 9.

Dd 18*
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his commandments, that they may have right to the tree oi

life, and may enter in through the gates into the city."* (Z)

Then I saw in my dream that the Shining Men bid them
call at the Gate ; the which when they did, some from above

looked over the Gate, to wit, Enoch, Moses, and Elijah, &c.

to whom it was said, ' These Pilgrims are come from the City

of Destruction, for the love that they bear to the King of this

place ;' and then the pilgrims gave in unto them each man his

certificate, which they had received in the beginning : those

therefore were carried in to the King, who, when he had read

them, said, ' Where are the men V to whom it was answered,
• They are standing without the Gate,' The King then com-
oaanded to *' open t.he Gate, that the righteous nation," said he,
* that keepeth truth may enter in."t

Now I saw in my dream, that these two men went in at the

Gate ; and, lo ! as they entered, they were transfigured ; and
• hey had raiment put on thai shone like gold. There was
also that met them with harps and crowns, and gave them to

:.hem ; the harps to praise withal, and the crowns in token ot

honour. Then 1 heard in my dream that all the bells in the City

rang again for joy, and that it was said unto them, " Enter ye
into the joy of your Lord." I also heard the men them-
selves, that they sang with a loud voice, saying, " Blessing,

and honour, and glory, and power, be to Him that sitteth upon
The throne, and to the Lamb for ever. "J
Now, just as the Gates were opened to let in the men, I

looked after them, and behold the City shone like the sun
;

the streets also were paved with gold ; and in them walked
many men with crowns on their heads, palms in their hands,

and golden harps, to sing praises withal.

There were also of them that had wings, and they answered
-me another without intermission, saying, " Holy, holy, holy

« the Lord." And after that they shut up the Gates : which
••rhen I had seen, I wished myself among them.

* Rev. xxii. 14. t Isa. xxvi. 2. | Rev. v. 13, 14.

(l) The commandments of God, as g^ven to sinners unJer a dispensa

tion of mercy, call them to repentance, faith in Christ, and the obedience

of fai'h and love ; the believer habitually practises acortlin": to these

oommandmeats, from the time of his receiving Christ for salvation ; and
this evidences his interest in all the blessings ol the new covenant, and
proves that he has a right through grace to the heavenly inheritance.

—

May the writer of these remarks, and every reader, have such '• an abun-
dant entrance,'' as is here described,

viord aad Saviour Jesus Christ '."
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Now, while I was gazing upon all these things I turned my^

head to look back., and saw Ignorance come up to the River-

side : but he soon got over, and that without h<\^*'tbe difficul-

ty which the other two men met with. For it happened that

there was then in thai place one Vain-hope, a ferry-man, that

with his boat helped him over ; so he, as the other I saw, did

ascend the hill to come up to the Gate ; only he came alone
j

neither did any man meet him with the least encouragement.

When he hadcorae up to the Gate, he looked up to the writing

that was above, and then began to knock, supposing that en-

trance should have been quickly administered to him : but

he was asked by the men that looked over the top of the Gate,^

* Whence come you ? And what would you have V He an-

swered, ' I have ate and drunk in the presence of the King,

and he has taught in our streets.' Then they .isked him for

his Certificate, that they might go in and show it to the King :

—

so he fumbled in his bosom for one and found none. Then,
said they. Have you none ? But the man answered never a

word. So they told the King, but he would not come down to

see him ; but commanded the two Shining Ones, that conduct-

ed Christian and Hopeful to the City, to go out and take Ig-

norance, and bind him hand and foot, and have him away.

Then they took him up, and carried him through the air t©

the Door that 1 saw in the side of the bill, and put him in

there. Then I saw that there was a way to hell, even from
the gates of heaven, as well as from the City of Destruction. (?«)

So I awoke, and beheld it was a dream.

(m) We frequently hear of persons that nave lived strangers to evangelical
religion, and the power of godliness, dying with great composure and resig-

nation : and such instances are brought forward as an objection to the neces-
sity of faith, or gf a devoted life. But what do the} prove ? What evidence is

there, that such men are saved ? Is it not far more likely that they continued
to the end under thp power of ignorance and seh-ronceit ; that Satan took
care not to disturb them ; and that God gavj them over to a strong delusion,
and left then' to peri^^i -vlrh a lie in their right hand ? Mtn. who have ne-
glected religion all their lives, or have habitually for a length of years disgraced
an evangelical prot-issic.n. being when near death vir^it^d by pious persons,
sometimes obtain a sudden and extraordinary mea.sure :t peace and joy, and
die in this frame. This siiould in trencral be consider<^d as a bad sign : for

deep humiliation, yea distress, united with some trembling hope in God's
mercy through the gospel, is far more .=uited to their cast , and more likely to

be tiie effect of spiritual illumination. But when a formal visit from a minister
of any sect, a few geiieral questions, and a prayer, (with 01 without the sa-

crament.) calriithe mind of a dying person, whose life has been unsuitable t»

the Christian profession : no doubt, could we penetrKft' the veii. we should see
him wafled across the Rivpr jn the boat of Vain-hope, and meeting with the
awful doom that is here described. From such delusions, good Lord, deliver

us. Ajnen.
Ei>D OF PART I





THE

PILGRIM'S PROGRESS.

PART 11.

COURTEOUS COMPA2TIOXS,

SOME time since, to tell you a dream that I had of Chri«-

tian the Pilsrim, acH of his dangerous joomej towards the

Celestial Country, was pleasant to me and proiitable to too.
I told you then also what 1 saw conceniic:^ his wife and chil-

dren, and ho'.v unwilling thej were to go with him on pii-

grimage : inaomuch that he w-^ t^r-r-^d to gf> on his progress

without them ; for he gut :;'er of that destruc-

tion, which he feared w: :
_ ig with them in the

City of Destruction. V"\ herefore, as I thea showed you, he
left them and depyrrted. (u)

Now it hath happened, throngh the maltipiicity of business,

that I have been much hindered and kepi back txom my wont-

ed taravela into those ptirts where he went : and so coold cot,

till now, obtain an opportunity to mike further inqairy after

whom he left behind, that 1 might give you an accoqnt ofthem.

But, having had some concerns that way cf late. I wenl down
again thitherward. Now having taken up my lodging m a

wood, about a mile off the place, as I slept I dreamed agiiin.

And, as I was in my dream, behold, p.q a^ed gentleman

came by where I lay ; and because be was lo go some part of

the way that 1 was travelling, methooght i got ap and went

(a) It has b€€n before obserwd, Thhttbe first part of • The Pfferi-'?

Progress' is in ail respects the mc=t complete : Yet there are manj tf. ::i. ?

in the second well worthy of the picas reader's attenti<xi ; nor can thi. j

be any doubt, bat it was penned by tae same author. It a not, hewe", er.

necessary, that the annotatdr sfaoold t-e so copious open it, as upoa tlve

more interesting instructions of the preceding part. In geceraL the lead-

ing: incidents may be considered as the aatii«r*s own exp«?itioa ef hi?

meaning in the former part ; or as his delineatioo of scOne varieties, ibat

occur in events of a similar narare ; yet some particulars will demajad,

and rictily deserve, a more full and exact elacidat:cn.
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with him. So, as we walked, and as travellers usually do, I

was as if we fell into a discourse, and our talk happened to be
about Christian and his travels ; for thus I began with the old

man

:

* Sir,' said I, * what Town is that there below, that Ueth on
the left-hand of our way V
Then said Mr. Sagacity, (for that was his name,) ' It is the

City of Destruction, a populous place, but possessed with a

very ill-conditioned and idle sort of people.'
* I thought that was that City,' quoth I, * I went once my-

self through that Town ; and th^^efore I know that this report

you give of it is true.' . •

Sag. Too true ! I wish I could ^peak truth in speaking bet-

ter of them, that dwell therein.

* Well, Sir,' quoth I, ' then I perceive you to be a well-

meaning man, and so one that takes pleasure to hear and tell of

that which is good : pray did you never hear what happened
to a man some time ago in this Town, (whose name was
Christian,) that went on a pilgrimage up towards the higher

regions ?'

Sag. Hear of him ! Ay, and I also heard of the molestations,

troubles, wars, captivities, cries, groans, frights, and fears that

he met with and had on his journey. Besides, I must tell you
all our country rings of him ; there are but few houses, that

have heard of him and his doings, but have sought after and got

the records of his pilgrimage : yea, I think ! may say, that

this hazardous journey has got many well-wishers to his ways
;

for, though when he was here, he was fool in every man's

mouth, yet now he is gone he is highly commended of all.

For it is said he lives bravely where he is : yea, many of

them that are resolved never to run. his hazards, yet hare
their mouths water at his gains.

* They may.' quoth I, ' well think, if they tl^ink any thing

that is true, that he liveth well where he is ; for he now lives

at and in the Fountain of life, and has what he has without la-

bour and sorrow, for there is no grief mixed therewith. But
pray, what talk have the people about him V

Sag Talk ! the people talk strangely about him : some say,

that he now walks in white ;* that he has a chain of gold

about his neck ; that he has a crown of gold, beset with

pearls, upon his head : others say, that the Shining Ones that

* Rev. iii. 4. vi. 11.
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sometimes showed themselves to him in his journey, are he-

come his companions, and that he is as famihar with them in

the place where he is, as here one neighhonr is with another.*

Besides, it is confidently afhrmed concerning him, that the King
of the place where he is, has bestowed upon him already a

very rich and pleasant dwelling at court, and that he every
day eateth, ami drinketh, and walketh, and talketh, with him,

and receiveth the smiles and favours of him that is Judge of all

there. Moreover, it is expected of some, that his prince the

Lord of that Country, will shortly come into these parts,

and will know the reason, if they can give any, why his

neighbours set so little by "him, and had him so much in deri-

sion, when they perceived that he would be a Pilgrim, j

For they say, that now he is so in the affections of his Prince,

and that his Sovereign is so much concerned with the indigni-

ties that were cast upon Christian, when he became a Pilgrim,

that he will look upon all as if done to himself: and no mar-
vel, for it was for the love that he had to his Prince, that he
ventured as he did.

J. (6)
* I dare say,' quoth 1, ' I am glad of it ; I am glad for the

poor man's sake, for that now he has rest from his labour,}

and for that he now reaps the benefits of his tears with joy ;,1

and for that he has got beyond,the gun-shot of his enemies,

and is out of the ueach of them that hate him. I also am glad,

for that a rumour of these things is noised abroad in this- coun-

try ; who can tell but that it mtiy work some good effect on

*Zecli. iii. 7. tJudeM, 15.

:(: Luke X. 16. 5 Rev.xiv. i3.
'

||
Psa. cxxyi. 5, 6.

(bi) Christians are the represeat^tives ©n earth of the Savipur aci
Judge of the world ;,and the usa^e \hfv meet with, whether o:ood or bad,

commonly orio;inates in men's love to bub. or contem[)tuoas enmity ag:ain3t

him. The decisions of the ^cem day therefore, will be made, with an
especial referpnce to this evidence of men's fnith or unbelief. Faith works
by love of Christ, and of hi? peoi'le for his sake, which influences men to

self-denying kindness towards the needy and distressed of the flock.

Where these fruits are totally want ingj it is evident there is no love of

Christ, and consequently no laith lu'.him, or sal nation by him. And as

true believers are the excellent of the earth, no man can have any ofood

reason for despising, hatinsr, aad injurinb: th°m ; so that this usasre will be
adduced as a proof of positive enmity to Christ, and expose the condemned
sinner to more aggravated misery Indeed, it often appears after the

death of consistent Christians, that th.^ consciences of their most scornful

opposers secretly favoured them : it must then surely be deemed the wisest

conduct by every reflecting person, to " let these men alone,—lest Iiaply

he should be found to fight agaiast God."
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some that are left behind ?—But pray, Sir, while it is fresh in

my mind, do you he<ir any thing of his wife and children ?

Poor hearts, I wonder in my mind what they do.

Sag. Who ? Christiana and her sons ? They are like to d"^

as
I
well as did Christian himself; for though they all played

the fool at first, and would by no means be persuaded by either

the tears or entreaties of Christian, yet second thoughts have
wrought wonderfully with them ; so they have packed up,

and are also gone after him.
' Better and better,' quoth I !

' But, what ! wife and chil-

dren and all ?'

Sag. It is true : I can give you an account of the matter :

for I was upon the spot at the instant, and was thoroughly ac-

quainted with the whole affair.

' Then,' said I, • may a man report it for a truth V
Sag. You need notiear to aflfirm it : I mean, that they are

all gone on pilgrimage, both the good woman and her four

boys. And being we are, as 1 perceive, going some consi-

derable way together, I will give you an account of the whole
matter.

This Christiana, (for that was her name from the day that

she with her children betook themselves to a Pilgrim's life,)

after her husband was gone over the River* and she could hear

of him no more, her thoughts began to work in her mind.

First, for that she had lost her husband, and for thaf the

loving bond of that relation was utterly broken betwixt them.

For you know, said he to me, nature can do no less but enter-

tain the living with many a heavy cogitation in the remem-
brance of the loss of loving relations. This, therefore, of her

husband, did cost her many a tear. But this was not all, for

Christiana did also begin to consider with herself, whether her
unbecoming behaviour towards her husband was not one caust.'

that she saw him no more ; and that in such sort he was taken

away from her. And upon this came into her mind, by
swarms, all her unkind, unnatur d, and ungodly carriage to her
dear friend ;' which also clogged her conscience, and bid load

her with guilt. She was moreover much broken with calling

to remembr:ince the restless groans, the brinish tears, and self-

bemoaning of her husband, and how she did harden her heart

against all his entreaties, and loving persuasions, of her and

her sons, to go with him : yea, there was not any thing that

* Part i. p. 205—207.
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7

Christian cither said to her, or did before her, all the whilo

that his burden did hang on his back, but it returned upon hei

like a flash of Hghtning, and rent the caul of her heart in sun-

der ; especially that bitter outcry of his, " What shall 1 do to

be saved ?" did ring in her ears most dolefully.*

Then said she to her children, ' Sons, we are all undone.

I have sinned away your father, and he is gone : he would

have had us with him, but 1 would not go myself : I also have

hindered you of life.' With that the boys fell into tears, and

cried to go after their father. ' Oh ! said Christiana, that it

had been but our lots to go with him ; then it had fared '*"»ll

with us, beyond what it is Hke to do now. For though I for

merly fooUshly imagined concerning the troubles of your fa-

ther, that they proceeded of a foolish fancy that he had, or

for that he was over-run with melancholy humours : yet now
it will not out of my mind, but that they sprang from another

cause ; to wit>, for that light of life was given him ;t by the

help of which, as I perceive, he has escaped the snares of

death.' Then they wept all again, and cried out, ' Oh, wo
worth the day !' (c)

The next night Christiana had a dream ; and behold, shf;

saw as if a broad parchment was opened before her, in which
were recorded the sum of her ways, and the crimes, as she

thought, looked very black upon her. Then she cried out

aloud in her sleep, " Lord, have mercy upon me a smner :"j

-—and the little children heard her.

After this, she thought she saw two very ill-favoured ones

standing by her fted-side, and saying, * What shall we do with

* Part i. p. 19—22. t John viii. 12. % Luke xviii. 13.

(e) It is here evident, that the author was intent on encouraging pious

persons to persevere in using all means for the spiritual good of their chil-

dren, even when they see no effects produced by them. The Scripture

teaches us to expect a blesrfng on such endeavours : the dying testimony

and counsels of exemplary believers frequently make a deeper impression

than all their previous instructions : the death cf near relations, who
have behaved well to such as despised them, proves a heavier loss than
was expected : the recollection of unkind behaviour to such valuable
friend?, and of the painS taken to harden the hearts against their affection-

ate admonitions, sometimes lies heavy on the conscience ; and thus the

prayers of the believer for his children or other relatives, are frequently

an?wered after his death. And when some of them begin to inquire,
" What must we do to be saved?" these will become zealous instruments
m seeking the conversion of those, whom before they endeavoured to

prejudice against the ways of God.

Ee 19*
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this woman ? for she cries out for mercy waking and sleeping

:

if she be suflfered to go on as she begins, we shall lose her as

we have lost her husband. Wherefore we must, by some
way, seek to take her off from the thoughts of what shall be
hereafter, else all the world cannot help but she will become a

Pilgrim.' (rf)

ffow she awoke in a great sweat; also a trembling was
v-f/on her ; but after a while she fell to sleej>ing again. And
Uien she thought she saw Christian her husband in a place of

bliss among many immortals, with a harp in his hand, standing

and playing upon it before One that sat on a throne, with a

rpinbow about his head. She saw also, as if he bowed his

nead with his face towards the paved work that was under
his Prince's feet, saying, ' I heartily thank my Lord and King
for bringing me into this place.' Then shouted a company
of them that stood round about and harped witli their harps :

but no man living could tell what they said, but Christian and

his companions.

Next morning, when she was up, had prayed to God, and

talked with her children a while, one knocked hard at the

door ; to whom she spake out, saying, ' If thou comestin God's

name, come in.' So he said, ' Amen ;' and opened the door,

and saluted her with, ' Peace on this house.' The which
when he had done, he said, * Christiana, knowest thou where-
fore I am come V Then she blushed and trembled, also her

heart began to wax warm with desires to know from whence
he came, and what his errand was to her. So he said unto

her, ' My name is Secret ; I dwell, with those that are high.

It is talked of, where I dwell, as if thou hadst a desire to go

thither : also there is a report, that thou art aware of the

(d) The mind, during sleep, is often occupied about those subjects that

have most deeply engaged the waking thoughts : and it sometimes please?

God to make use of ideas thus suggested, to i nfluence the conduct by ex-

citing fears or hopes. Provided an intimation be scriptural, and the ef-

fect salutary, we need not hesitate to consider it as a divine monition,

however it was brought to the mind ; but, if men attempt to draw con-

clusions in respect of their acceptance or dutj/ ; to determme the truth of

certain doctrines ; to prophecy, or to discover hidden things, by dreams
or visions of any kmd ; they then become a very dangerous and disgrace-

ful species of enthusiasm. Whatever means are emplovf^d, conviction of

sin and a disposition earnestly to cry for mercy, are the v/ork of the Holy
Spirit in the heart ; and on the other hand, the powers of darkness will

surely use every effort and stratagem to take off inquirers from thus

earnestly seekmg the salvation of God.
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evil thou hast formerly done to thy husband, in hardening of

Ihy heart against his way, and in keeping of these babes in their

ignorance. Christiana, the Merciful One has sent me to tell

thee, that he is a God ready to forgive, and that he taketh de-

light to multiply the pardon of offences. He also would have

thee to know that, he inviteth, thee to come into his presence,

to his table ; and that he will feed thee with the fat of his

house, and with the heritage ofJacob thy father.'

' There is Christian, thy husband that was, with legions

more, his companions, ever beholding that Face that doth

minister life to the beholders : and they will all be glad,

when they shall hear the sound of thy feet step over thy

Fatlier's threshold.'

Christiana, at this was greatly abashed in herself, and bow-
ed her head to the ground. This Vision proceeded, and said,

* Christiana, here is also a letter for thee, which I have brought

from thy husband's King ;' so she took it and opened it, but it

smelt after a manner of the best perfume.* Also it was writ-

ten in letters of gold. The contents of the letter were these :

' that the King would have her do as did Christian her hus-

band ; for that was the only v/ay to come to his City, and to

dwell in his presence with joy for ever.' At this the good

woman was quite overcome : so she cried out to her Visiter,

' Sir, will you carry me and my children with you, that we
may also go and worship the King ?' (e)

* Sol. SoDg i. 3.

(c) " The secret of the Lore] is with them that fear him.'' The intima-

tions given by Secret seems to represent the silent teaching of the Holy
Spirit, by which the true meaning of the Scriptures is discovered, and the

real grounds of encouragement brought to the penitent's notice or recol-

lection. Thus he learns that the way of salvation is yet open to him : and
the invitations of the gospel prove more fragrant and refreshing than the

most costly ointment, and more precious than the gold of Ophir. It is ob-

servable that Secret did not inform Christiana that her sins were forgiven,

or that Christ and the promises belonged to her ; but merely that she

was invited to come, and that coming in the appointed way she would be
accepted, notwiti>slauding her pertinacious unbelief in the preceding part

of her life. Thus, without seeming to have intended it, the author hath
stated the scriptural medium between the extremes which have been con-
tended for with great eagerness and immense mischief in modern days ;

while some maintain, that sinners should not be invited to come to Christ,

or commanded to repent and believe the gospel ; and others that they

should be urged to believe at once, with full assurance, that all the bles-

sings of salvation belong to them, even previously to repentance, or works
meet for rep u.nce I
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Then said the Visiter, * Christiana, the bitter is before the

srveet.^ Thou must, through troubles, as be did that went be-
fore thee, enter this Celestial City.

(J)
Wherefore I advise

thee to do as did Christian thy husband
;
go to the Wicket-

gate yonder over the plain ; for that stands in the head of the
way up which thou must go, and I wish thee all good speed.

Also I advise thee, that thou put this letter in thy bosom ; that

ihou read therein to thyself, and to thy children, until the}-

have got it by heart ; for it is one of the songs that thou must
sing while in this house of thy pilgrimage :* also this thou must
dehver in at the far Gate.

Now I saw in my dream, that this old Gentleman as he told

me the story, did himself seem to be greatly affected there-

with. He moreover proceeded and said : So Christiana call-

ed her sons together, and began thus to address herself unto

them : ' My sons, I have as you may perceive, been of late

under much exercise in my soul about the death of your
father : not for that 1 doubt at all of his happiness ; for I am
satisfied now that he is well. I have been also much affected

with the thoughts of mine own estate and your's, which I

verily beheve is by nature miserable. My carriage also to

your father in his distress is a great load to my conscience :

for I hardened both my heart and your's against him and re-

fused to go with him on pilgrimage.-

* Psa. cxix. 54.

(f) "Through much tribulation we must enter into the kingdom of

God I" Habitual self-denial, even in things lawful in themselves, yet in

many cases inexpedient, mortification of our sinful inclinations, inward

conflicts, the renunciation of worldly interests and connexions, the scorn

and hatred of the world, sore temptations, and salutary chastisements, are

very bitter to our natural feelings. Habits likewise, and situation often

render some of them extremely painful, like " cutting off a right hand,

or plucking out a right eye -^ and deep poverty, persecution, or seasons ot

public calamity, may enhance these tribulations. If a man, therefore,

meet with nothing bitter, in consequence of his religious profession, he has

great reason to suspect that he is not in the narrow way ; yet many argue

against themselves, on account of those very trials, which are a favoura-

ble token in their behalf. But, on the other hand, the believer has ",a

joy that a stranger intermeddieih not with," which counterbalanceth all

his sorrows so that even in this Ufe he possesses more solid satisfaction

than they do, who choose the road to destruction from fear of the difficul-

ties attending the way of life. Satan is, however, peculiarly succe'^sful in

persuading men, that' religion, the very essence of heavenly happiness,

will make them miserable on earth ; and that sin, the source of all the

misery in the universe, will make them happy 1 By such manifest lies does

this old murderer support his cause !
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1

. The thoughts of these things would now kill me outright,

hut for that a dream which I had last night, and but that for the

encouragement this stranger has given me this morning. Come,
my children, let us pack up, and be gone to the Gate that leads

ws to that Celestial Country, that we may see your father and
be with him and his companions, in peace, according to the
laws of that land.'

Then did her children burst out into tears, for joy that the
heart of their mother was so inclined. So the Visiter bid

them farewell : and they began to prepare to set out for their

journey.

But while they were thus about to be gone, two of the wo-
men tliat were Christiana's neighbours came up to her house,
and knocked at the door. To w^hom she said as before. At
ihis the women were stunned ; for this kind of language they
used not to hear, or to perceive to drop from the lips of Chris-

tiana. Yet they came in : but behold, they found the good
woman preparing to be gone from her house.

So they began and said, ' Neighbour, pray what is your
meaning by this ?'

Christiana answered and said to the eldest of them whose
name was Mrs. Timorous, •! am preparing for a journey.'

(This Timorous was daughter to him that met Christian upon
the hill of Difficulty, and would have had him gone back for

fear of the lions.*)

Tim. For what journey, I pray you ?

Chr. Even to go after my old husband.

—

^Aod with that she

fell a weeping.

Tim. I hope not so, good neighbour
;
pray, for your poor

children's sake, do not so unwomanly cast away yourself

Chr. Nay, my children shall go with me, not one of them is

wiijing to stay behind.

Tim. I wonder in my heart, what or who has brought you
into this mind

!

Chr. Oh neighbour, knew you but as much as I do, I doubt

not but that you would go along with me.

Tim. Pr'ythee, what new knowledge hast thou got, that

so worketh off thy mind from thy friends, and that tempteth

thee to go nobody knows where ?

Then Christiana replied, I have been sorely afflicted since

my husband'^ departure from me ; but especially since he

* Part i. p. 58.

19*
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went over the River. But that which troubleth me most, is

my churlish cnrriage to him, when he was under his distress

Besides, I am now as he was then ; nothing will serve me.
but going on pilgrimage. I was a dreaming last night, that I

saw him. O that my soul was with him ! He dwelleth in the

presence of the King of the Country ; he sits and eats with
him at his table ; he is become a companion of immortals, and
has a house now given him to dwell in, to which the best

))alaces on earth, if compared, seems to me but as a dung-

hill.* The Prince of the Palace has also sent for me, with

promises of entertainment, if I shall come to him ; his Mes-
senger was here even now, and brought me a letter, which
invites me to come.—And with that she plucked out her
letter, and read it, and said to them, what now will you sav t«

this?

Tim. Oh, the madness that has possessed thee and thy

husband 1 to run yourself upon such difficulties ! You have
lieard, I am sure, what your husband did meet with, even in.

a

manner, at the first step that he took on his way, as our neigh-

bour Obstinate can yet testify, for he went along with him
;

yea, and Phable too, until they, like wise men, were afraid to

go any further.! We also heard, over and above, how he
met with the lions, Apollyon, the Shadow of Death, and many
other things. Nor is the danger that he met with at Vanity-

Fair to be forgotten by thee. For if he, though a man, was so

hard put to it, what canst thou, being a poor woman, do ?

Consider also, that these four sweet babes are thy children,

thy flesh and thy bones. Therefore, though thou shouldst be

so rash as to cast away thyself; yet for the sake of the fruit of

thy body, keep them at home.
But Christiana said unto her, Tempt me not, my neighbour :

1 have now a price put into my hand to get gain, and 1 should

be a fool of the greatest sort, if I should have no heart to

strike in with the opportunity. And for that you tell me of all

these troubles that 1 am like to meet with in the way ; they

are so far from being to me a discouragement, that they show
I am in the right. The bitter comes before the szceet, and that

also will make the sweet the sweeter. Wherefore since you

came not to my house in God's name, as I said, I pray you be-

gone, and do not disquiet me farther.

Then Timorous also reviled her, and said to her fellow.

* 2 Cor. V. 1—4: t Part i. p. 22—27.
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* Come, neighbour Mercy, let us leave her in her own hands,

since she scorns our counsel and company.' But Mercy was at a

stand, ^nd could not so readily comply with her neighbour
;

and that for a two-fold reason.—1st. Her bowels yearned over

Christiana. So said she within herself, ' If my neighbour will

needs be gone, 1 will go a little way with her, and help her.*

—

2dly. Her bowels yearned over her own soul ; for what
Christiana had said, had taken some hold upon her mind.

Wherefore she said within herself again, ' I will have yet

more talk with this Christiana ; and, if I find truth and life in

what she shall say, myself with my heart shall also go with

her.' (g) Wherefore Mercy began thus to reply to her neigh-

bour Timorous.

Mer. Neighbour, I did indeed come with you to see Chris-

tiana this morning : and, since she is, as you see, taking her

last farewell of Ibis country, I think to walk this sun-shiny

morning a little with, her, to help her on her way.—But she

told her not of her second reason, but kept it to herself.

Tim. Well, I see you have a mind to go a fooling too ; but

lake heed in time, and be wise ; while we are out of danser,

we are oui , but, when we are in, we are in. So Mrs. Tim-
orous returned to her house, and Christiana betook herself to

her journey. But, when Timorous was got home to her
house, she sends for some of her neighbours, to wit, Mrs.
Bat's-eyes, Mrs. Inconsiderate, Mrs. Light-mind, and Mrs.

Know-nothmg. So, when they were come to her house, she

falls to telling of the story of Christiana, and oi her intended

journey. And thus she began her tale

—

Neighbours, having but little to do this morning, I went to

give Christiana a visit ; and, when I came at the door, I

knocked, as you know it is our custom : and she answered,
' If you come in God's name, come in.' So in I went, think-

(g) The very things "which excite the ra^e and scorn of some persons,

penetrate the hearts and consciences of others. Thus the Lord make?
-one to differ from another, by preparing the heart to receive the good seed
of di^dne truth, which is sown in it; yei every one willingly chooses the
way he takes, without any constraint or hindrance, except his own pre-
vailing dispositions. This consideration gives the greatest encouragement
to the use of all proper means, in order to influence simiers to choose the

good part : for who knows but the most obvious truth, warning, cr exhor-
tation, given in the feeblest manner, may reach the conscience of a child,

relative, neighbour, enemy, or even persecutor ; when the most convinc-

ing and persuasive discourses of eloq^uent and learned teachers have failed

to produce any effect
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ing all was well : but, when I came in, 1 found her preparing

herself to depart the town ; she, and also her children. So 1

asked her, what was her meaning by that ? And she told me in

short that she was now of a mind to go on pilgrimage, as did

her husband. She told me also a dream that she had, and how
the King of the Country where her husband was, had sent her

an inviting letter to come thither

Then said Mrs. Know-nothtng, And, what, do you think she

will go ?

Tim. Ay, go she will, whatever come on't ; and methinks

I know it by this ; for that which was my great argument to

persuade her to stay at home (to wit, the troubles she was
like to meet with in the way,) is one great argument with her.

to put her forward on her journey. For she told me in so

many words, * The bitter goes before the sweet: yea, atid for

asmuch as it doth, it makes the sweet the sweeter.'

Mrs. Bafs-eyes. Oh this blind and foolish woman ; and will

she not take warning by her husband's afflictions ? Eor m)
part, I see, if he were here again, he would rest him content

in a whole skin, and never run so many hazards for nothing.

Mrs. Inconsiderate also replied, saying, ' Away with such

fantastical fools from the Town : a good riddance, for my part,

I say of her ; should she stay where she dwells, and retain this

mind, who could live quietly by her ? for she will either be

dumpish or unneighbourly, to talk of such matters as no wise

body can abide. Wherefore for my part, I shall never be sor-

ry for her departure ; let her go, and let better come in her

room : it was never a good world since these whimsical fools

dwelt in it.'

Then Mrs. Light-mind added as followeth ;
' Come, put this

kind of talk away. I was yesterday at Madam Wanton's,*

where we were as merry as the maids. For who do you think

should be there, but I and Mrs. Love-the-flesh, and three or

four more, with Mr. Lechery, Mrs. Filth, and some others :

so there we had music and dancing, and what else was meet to

i\\\ up the pleasure. And, I dare say my lady herself is an ad-

mirable well-bred gentlewoman, and Mr. Lechery is a pretty

fellow.' (h)

By this time Christiana was got on her way, and Mercy
* Part i. p. 95.

(h) This dialosrue. by the name?, arguments and discourse introduced
into it, shovrs ^bat kind of pprsons they in general are, who despise and
i-evileail those ihat fear Go'' aud sfok th? '-^uvati'.n of rJieir sou}s; {roi&
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went along with her : s6 as they went, her children being

there also, Christiana began to discourse. ' And, Mercy,' said

Christiana, * I take this as an unexpected favour, that thou

shouldst set foot out of doors with me to accompany me a little

in my way.'

Then said young Mercy, (for she was but young,) * If I

thought it would be to purpose to go with you, I would never
go near the Town.'

' Well, Mercy,' said Christiana, * cast in thy lot with me, I

well know what will be the end of our pilgrimage ; my hus-

band is where he would not but be for all the gold in the

Spanish mines. Nor shalt thou be rejected, though thou goest

but upon my invitation. The King, who hath sent for me and
my children, is one that delighteth in mercy. Besides, if thou

wilt, I will hire thee, and thou shalt go along with me as my
servant. Yet we will have all things in common betwixt thee

and me : only go along with me.' (i)

what principles, affections, and conduct such opposition springs ; and on
what grounds it is maintained. Men of the most profligate eharacters,

who never stutlied or practised religion in their lives, often pass sentence

OD the sentiments and actions of pioas persons, and decide in the most dif-

ficult controversies, without the least hesitation ; as if they knew the most
abstruse subjects by instinct or intuition, and were acquiimted v^ith the

secrets of mea's hearts I These presumers should consider, that they must
be wrong, let who will be right ; that any religion is as good as open im-
piety and profligacy ; and that it behooves them to '* cast out the beam out
of their own eye," before they attempt •' to puil out the mote from their

brother's eye.'' Believers also, lecoUecting the vain conversation from,

which they have been redeemed, and the obligations that have been con-
ferred upon them, should not disquiet themselves about the scorn and cen-

sure of such persons, but learn to pray for them, as entitled to their com.

passion, even more than their detestation.

(i) There are remarkable circumstances attending tlie conversion of
some persons, with which others are wholly unacquamted. The singular

dispensations of Providence, and the strong impressions made by the word
of God upon their minds, seem in their own apprehension almost to

amount to a special invitation : whereas others are gradually and gently

brought to think on religious subjects, and to embrace the proposals of the

gospel ; who are therefore sometimes apt to conclude, that they have
never been truly awakened to a concern about their souls : and this dis-

couragement is often increased by the discourse of such religious charac-
ters, as lay great stress on the circumstances attending conversion. These
misapprehensions, however, are best obviated, by showing that " the Lord
delighteth in mercy ;" that Christ " will in no wise cast out any that come
to him ;" and that they who leave all earthly pursuits to seek salvation,

and renounce all other confidence to trust in the mercy of God through
ttie redemption of his Son,5hall assuredly be saved.



226 Mercy goes with Christiana.

Mer. But how s^iall I be ascertained, that I also shall be en-

tertained ? Had I this hope from one that can tell, I would
make no stick at all, but would go, being helped by Him that

can help, though the way was never so tedious.

Chr. Well, loving Mercy, I will tell thee what thou shait

do
;
go with me to the Wicket-gate, and there I will further

inquire for thee ; and, if there thou shalt not meet with en-

couragement, I will be content that thou shalt return to thy

place ; I also will pay thee for thy kindness which thou show-
est to me and my children, in the accompanying of us in our
way as thou dost.

Mer. Then will I go thither, and will take what shall fol-

low ; and the Lord grant that my lot may there fall, even as

the King of heaven shall have his heart upon me.

Christiana was then glad at heart ; not only that she had a

companion, but also for that she had prevailed with this poor
maid to fall in love with her own salvation. So they went on
together, and Mercy began to weep. Then said Christiana,
' Wherefore weepeth my sister so ?'

' Alas !' said she, ' who can but lament, that shall but rightly

consider what a state and condition my poor relations are in,

that yet remain in our sinful Town : and that which makes my
grief the more, is, because they have no instruction, nor any
to tell them what is to come-'

Chr. Bowels become Pilgrims : and thou doest for thy

friends, as my good Christian did for me when he left me
;

he mourned for that I would not heed nor regard him ; but his

Lord and our's did gather up his tears, and put them into his

bottle ; and now both I and thou, and these my sweet babes,

are reaping the* fruit and benefit of them. 1 hope, Mercy,
that these tears of thine will not be lost ; for the truth hath

said, that, " They that sow in tears shall reap in joy" and

singing. And " He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing pre-

cious seed, shall doubtless come again with, rejoicing, bringing,

his sheaves with him."*

Then said Mercy,

' Let the Most Blessed be my Guide,
irt be his blessed will,

Unto his Gate, into his Fold,

Up to his holy Hill

:

* Ps a-cxsvi. 5, 6.



They come to the Slough ofDeipond. 227

And let him never suffer me
To swerve or turn aside

From his free grace and holy ways,

Whate'er shall me betide.

And let him gather them of mine.

That 1 have left behind ;

Lord, make them pray they may be thine,

With all their heart and mind.'

Now my old friend proceeded, and said,—But, when Chris-

tiana came to the Slough of Despond,* she began to be at a

stand ;
' For,' said she, ' this is the place in which my dear

hu-sband had like to have been smothered with mud.' She
j)Orceived, also, that notwithstanding the command of the King

to make this place for Pilgrims good, yet it was rather worse

than formerly. So I asked if that was true ? Yes, said the

old gentleman, too true ; for many there be, that pretend to

be the King's labourers, and say the}^ are for mending the

Kiug's highways, that bring dirt and dung instead of stones,

and so mar instead of mending, (k) Here Christiana there-

fore, and her boys, did make a stand : but, said Mercy,
Come, let us venture ; only let us be Avary.' Then they

* Part i. p. 27, 29.

(fc) The author seems to have observed a declension of evangelical re-

ligion, subsequent to the publication of his orig;inal Pilgrim. Probably

he was grieved to find many renounce or adulterate the gospel, by substi-

tuting plausible speculations, or moral lectures in its stead ; by narrowing
and confining it within the limits of a nice system, which prevents the

preacher from freely inviting sinners to come unto Christ ; by represent-

ing the preparation of heart requisite to a sincere acceptance of free sal-

vation as a legal condition of being received by him ; or by condemning
all diligence, repentance, and tenderness of conscience, as interfering with
an evangelical frame of spirit. By these, and various other misapprehen-
sions, the passage over the Slough is made worse, and they occasion mani-
fold discouragements to awakened sinners, even to this day. For, as the

promises, strictly speaking, belong only to believers ; if invitations and ex-

hortations be not freely given to sinners in general, a kind of gulf will

be formed, over which no way can be seen : except as men take it for

granted, without any kind of evidence, that they are true believers, which
opens the door to manifold delusions and enthusiastic pretensions. But if

all be invited, and encouraged to ask that they may receive ; the awa-
kened sinner will be animated to hope in God's mercy and use the means
of grace, and thus giving diligence to make his calling and election sure,

he will be enabled to rise superior to the discouragements, by which
others are retarded. Labourers enough indeed are ready to lend their

.>sistance, in meading the road across the Slough; but let them take care

hat they use none but scriptural materials, or they will make bad worse.
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looked well to sheir steps, and made a shift to get staggering

over.

Yet Christiana had like to have been in, and that not once or

twice.—Now they had no sooner got over, but they thought

they heard words that said unto them, *' Blessed is she that

believed, for there shill be a performance of what has been
told her from the Lord."*

Then they went on again ; and said Mercy to Christiana,
* Had I as good ground to hope for a lovmg reception at the

Wicket-gate, as you, I think no Slough of Despond could dis-

courage me.'

'Well,' said the other, * you know your sore, and I know
mine ; and, good friend, we shall all have enough evil before

i^e come to our journey's end. For it cannot be imagined,

that the people that design to attain such excellent glories as

we do, and that are so envied that happiness as we are
; but

that we shall meet with what fears and snares, with what trou-

bles and afflictions, they can possibly assault us with that hate

lis.' (0
And now Mr. Sagacity left me to dream out my dream by

jnyself Wherefore, methought I saw Christiana, and Mercv,
and the boys, go all of them up to the Gate : to which
when they came, they betook themselves to a short debate,

about how they must manage their calling at the Gate ; and
what should be said unto him that did open unto them ; so it

was concluded, since Christiana was the eldest, that she should

knock for entrance, and that she should speak to him that did

open for the rest. So Christiana began to knock, and, as her
poor husband did, she knocked and knocked again. t Blit

instead of any that answered, they all thought that they heard
as if a dog came barking upon them ; a dog, and a great one
too ; and this made the women and children afraid. Nor
durst they for a while to knock any more, for fear the mastiff

should fly upon them. Now therefore they were greatly

tumbled up and down in their minds, and knew not what to do :

* Luke i. 45. t Part i. p. 39—43.

(r) Some persons are discouraged by recollecting past sitis, and imagin-
ing them too heinous to be forgiren ; while others disquiet themselves by
the apprehension, that tliey have never been truly humbled and convert-

ed. Inded all the varieties in the experience of those, who upon the whole
are walking in the same pat^, can never be enumerated ; and some of
them are not only unreasonable, but unaccountable, through the weak-
ness of the human mind, the abiding effects of peculiar impressions, the
remains of unbelief, and the artifices of Satan.



PIL (xBi:>rr^ TCI) 11 Tv JB .^ >' ,

rhvustiaua and hci- Oiil<U'<MV al 1lu' C:\U



'%^



Christiana ana her so7is enter the Gate. 229

knock they durst not, for fear of the dog
;
go back they durst

not, for fear the Keeper of the Gate should espy them as they
went, and so be offended with them ; at last they thought of

knocking again, and knocking more vehemently than they did

at first. Then said the Keeper of the Gate, ' Who is there V
So the dog left off to bark, and he opened unto them, (m)
Then Christiana made low obeisance, and said, ' Let not

our Lord be offended with his handmaidens, for that we have
knocked at his princely Gate.' Then said the Keeper,
* Whence come ye ? And what is it that you would have V

Christiana answered. We are come from whence Chris-

tian did come, and upon the same errrand as he ; to wit, to

be, if it shall please you, graciously admitted, by this Gate,

into the way that leads into the Celestial City. And 1 answer,
my Lord, in the next place, that I am Christiana, once the wife

of Christian, that now is gotten above.

With that the Keeper of the Gate did marvel, saying, is

she now become a pilgrim, that but a while ago abhorred that

life?' Then she bowed her head, and said, ' Yea ; and so are

these my sweet babes also.'

Then he took her by the hand, and led her in, and said also,

'* Suffer the little children to come unto me ;" and with that

he shut up the Gate. This done, he called to a trumpeter
that was above over the Gate, to entertain Christiana with

shouting and sound of trumpet, for joy. So he obeyed, and
sounded, and filled the air with his melodious notes.

Now all this while poor Mercy did stand without, tremblings

and crying for fear that she was rejected. But when Christi-

ana, had gotten admittance for herself and her boys, then she

began to make intercession for Mercy.
And she said. My Lord, I have a companion of mine that

stands yet without, that is come hither upon the same account

as myself: one that is much dejecteri in her mind, for that she

comes, as she thinks, without sending for : whereas I was-

sent to by my husband's King to come.

(m) The greater fervency new convert- manifest in prayer for them-
selves and each other, ihe more violent opposition will they experience

from the powers of darkness. Many have felt such terrors whenever they
attempted to pray, that they have for a time been induced wholly to de-

sist : and doubtless numbers, whose convictions) were superficial, have
thus been finally driven back to their former course of ungodliness. But
when the fear of God, and a real belief of his word possess the heart, such

disturbaQces cannot long prevent earnest cries for mercy ; nay, they will

eventually render them more fervent and important than ever.
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Now Mercy began to be very impatient, and each minute
was as long to her as an hour ; wherefore she prevented
Christiana from a fuller interceding for her, by knocking at the

Gate herself. And she knocked then so loud, that she made
Christiana to start. Then said the Keeper of the Gate, ' Who
is there ?' And Christiana said, * It is my friend.'

*

So he opened the Gate and looked out, but Mercy was f:il-

len down without in a swoon, for she fainted, and was afraid

that no Gate would be opened to her.

Then he took her by the hand , and said, " Damsel, I bid

thee arise."

'O Sir,' said she, * I am faint; there is scarce life left in

me.' But he answered, that one said, *' When my sould faint-

ed within me, I remembered the Lord, and my prayer came
unto thee, into thy holy temple."* ' Fear not, but stand upon
thy feet, and tell me wherefore thou art come.'

Mer. I am come for that unto which I was never invited, an

my friend Christiana was. Her's was from the King, and mino
was but from her. W^herefore I presume.

Good. Did she desire thee to come with her to this place ?

Mer. Yes ; and, as my Lord sees, I am come ; and if there

is any grace and forgiveness of sins to spare, I beseech thai

thy poor handmaid may be partaker thereof.

Then he took her again by the hand, and led her gently in,

and said, ' 1 ])ray for all them that believe on me, by what
menns soever they come unto me.' Then said he to those

that stood by, * Fetch something, and give it Mercy to smell

on, thereby to stay her faintings.' So they fetched her abun-
«he )f myrrh. A while after she revived.

And now was Christiana, and her boys, and Mercy, receiv-

ed of the Lord at the head of the way, and spoke kindly unto

by him. Then said they yet further unto him, * We are sor-

ry i'or our sins, and beg of our Lord his pardon, and further

information what we must do.'

* I grant pardon,' said he, ' by word and deed ; by word in

the ;)romise of forgiveness ; by deed in the way I obtained it.

Tap*' the first from my lips with a kiss, and the other as it

shall be revealed.'!

Now I saw in my dream, that he spake many good words
unlo them, whereby they were greatly gladded. He also had

them up to the top of the Gate, and showed them by what
* Jonah ii. 7. t Sol. Song i. 2 John xx. 19.
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<\e.ed they were saved ; and told them withal, that that sight

they would have again as they went along in the way, to thei]

comfort, (n)

So he left them awhile in a summer-parlour below, where
they entered into talk by themselves : and thus Christiana

began :
' O Lord how glad am I that we are got in hither !'

Mer. So you well may : but I of all have cause to leap for

joy-

Chr. I thought one time as I stood at the Gate, (because I

had knocked and none did answer,) that all our labour had

l>een lost, especially when that ugly cur made such a heavy
barking at us.

jMer. But my worst fear was, after I saw that you was
taken into his favour, and that I was left behind. Now,
thought I, it is fulfilled which is is written, '* Two women shall

be grinding together, the one shall be taken and the other

left."'* I had much ado to forbear crying out, Undone ! And
afraid I was to knock any more : but when 1 looked up to

what was written over the Gate,t I took courage. I idso

thought, that I must either knock again or die ; so 1 knocked,

but I cannot tell how ; for my spirit now struggled between
life and death, (o)

* Matt. xxiv. 41. t Part i. p. 39.

(n) Pardon by toord seems to denote the general discovery of free sal-

vation by Jesus Christ to all that believe ; v/hieh, being depended on by
the humble sinner, is sealed by transient comforts And lively aflfections.

Pardon by deed may relate to the manner^ in which the blessing was pur-

chased by the Saviour ; and when this is clearly understood, the believer

attains to stable peace and hope. This coincides with the explanation al-

teady given of the Gate^ the Cross, and the Sepulchre; and it will be fur-

ther confirmed in the sequel. The ' pardon by deed' must be waited lor

;

vet the Pilgrims obtained a distant glimpse of the deed by which they

were saved ; for some general apprehensions of redemption by the cross

nf Christ are commonly connected witii the believer's first comforts,

though the nature and glory of it be more fully perceived as he proceeds.

%o) The express words of scriptural invitations, exhortations and pro-

mises prove more eflectual to encourage those who are ready to give up
their hope?, than ail the consolatory topics that can possibly be substituted

in their place. It is, therefore, much to be lamented, that pious men. by
adhering to a systematical exactness of expression, should clog their ad-

dresses to sinners with exceptions and limitations, which the Spirit of God
did not see good to insert. They will not say that the omission was an

oversight in the inspired writers; or admit the thought for a mow^snt,

that they can improve on their plan ; why then cannot they be satisfied

to " speak accprding to the oracles of God," without afiecting a more c^a-
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Chr. Can you not tell how you knocked ? I am sure your
knocks were so eyrnest, that the very sound made me start

:

I thought I never heard such knocking in all my life : I

thought you would come in by a violent hand, or take the

kingdom by storm.*

Mer. Alas, to be in my case ! who that so was could but have
<lone so ? You saw that the door was shut upon me, and that

there was a most cruel dog thereabout. Who, I say, that

was so taint-hearted as I, would not have knocked with all

their might?—But pray, What said my Lord unto my rude-

ness ? Was he not angry with me ?

Chr. When he heard your lumbering noise, he gave a won-
derful innocent smile : I believe what you did pleased him
well, for he showed no signs to the contrary, (p) But I mar-
vel in my heart why he keeps such a dog : had I known that

before, I should not have had heart enough to have ventured
myself in this manner. (9) But now we are in, we are in, and
I am glad with all my heart.

Mer. I will ask, if you please, next time he comes down,
why he keeps such a filthy cur in his yard ; 1 hope he will not

take it amiss.

Do so, said the children, and persuade him to hang him. for

we are afraid he will bite us when we go hence.

So at last he came down to them again, and Mercy fell to

* Matt. xi. 12.

tire consistency ? Great mischief has thus been done by very different de-
scriptions of men, who undesi^edly concur in giving Satan an occasion of
suggesting to the- trembliag inquirer, that perhaps he may persevere in

asking;, seeking and knocking, with the greatest earnestness and importu-
nity, and yet finally be a cast-away !

Ip) When the sinner prays under the urgent fear of perishing, he is

excited to peculiar fervency of spirit : and the more fervent our prayers

•are, the better are they approved by the Lord, how much soever men may
object to the manner or expressions of them.

(9) Could soldiers, when they enlist, foresee all the dangers and hard-

ships to be encountered ; or could mariners, when about to set sail, oe
fully aware of all the difficulties of the voyage ; their reluclancy or dis-

couragement would be increased by the prospect. But, when they have
engaged, they find it impossible to recede ; and thus they press forward
through one labour and peril after anotlier, till the campaign or voyage be
accomplished. Thus it is with the Christian : but they strive for corrup-

tible things, which they may never live to obtain ; while he seeks for an
incorruptible crown of glory, of which no event can deprive him. If Ac
knew all from the first, il would be his only wisdom to venture : whereas
the case with them is often widely different.
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the ground on her face, before him, and worshipped, and said,

• Let my Lord accept the sacrifice of praise which I now offer

unto him, with the calves ofmy hps.'

So he said unto her, * Peace be to thee ; stand up.' But

she continued upon her face, and said, " Righteous art thou,

Lord, when I plead with thee, yet let me talk with thee of

thy judgments :"* wherefore dost thou keep so cruel a dog in

thy yard, at the sight of which such women and children as

we, are ready to flee from the Gate for fear ?

He answered and said. That dog has another owner ; he
also is kept close in another man's ground, only my Pilgrims

hear his barking : he belongs to the Castle which you see

there at a distance,! but can come up to the walls of this

^jlace. He has frighted many an honest Pilgrim from worse to

better, by the great voice of his roaring. Indeed he that

owneth him doth not keep him out of any good-will to me or

mirle, but with intent to keep the Pilgrims from corning t©

me, and that they may be afraid to come and knock at this

Gate for entrance. Sometimes also he has broken out, and
has worried some that I loved ; but 1 take all at present pa-

tiently. I also give my Pilgrims timely help, so that they are

not delivered up to his power, to do them what his doi^gisk

nature would prompt him to. But what ! my purchased one,

1 trow, hadst thou known never so much beforehand, chou

wouldst not have been afraid of a dog. The beggars tli-.t go
from door to door, will, rather than they will lose a supposed
alms, run the hazard of the bawling, barking, and bitirig too,

of a dog : and shall a dog in another man's yard, a dog whose
barking I turn to the profit of Pilgrims, keep any from co.iiing

to me ? "I deliver them from the hons, and my darling from
the power ofthe dog.'*

Then said Mercy, I confess my ignorance : I speak what I

understand not : 1 acknowledge that thou doest all thin-^s well.

Then Christiana began to talk of their journey, an ' to in-

quire after the way.J So he fed them, and washed their feet,

and set them in the way of his steps, according as he had dealt

with her husband before.

So I saw m my dream, that they went on their way ; and

the weather was comfortable to them.
Then Christiana began to sing, saying.

* Jer, xii. 1, 2. t Part i. p. 40. i Part i. p. 4g.

Gg 20*



2S4 The boys eat the enemy''sfruit.

* Bless'd be the day that I began
A Pilgrim for to be ;

And blessed also be that man
That thereunto mov'd me.

'Tis true, 'twas long ere I began
To seek to live for ever ;*

But now I run fast as I can,

'Tis better late than never.

Our tears to joy, our fears to faith,

Are turned, as we see ;

That our beginning, (as one saith,)

Shows what our end will jDe.'

Now there was on the other side of the wall, that fenced in

the way, up which Christiana and her companions were to go,

a garden, and that belonged to him, whose was that barking

dog, of whom mention was made before. And some of the

fruit-trees, that grew in the garden, shot their branches over

the wall ; and being mellow, they that found them did gather

them up and eat of them to their hurt. So Christiana's-boys,

(as boys are apt to do,) being pleased with the trees, and witli

the fruit that did hang thereon, did pluck them, and began to

eat. Their mother did also chide them for so doing, but still

the boys went on. (r)

* Well,' said she, * my sons, you transgress, for that fruit is

none of ours :' but she did not know that they did belong to

the enemy : I'll warrant you, if she had, she would have been
ready to die for fear. But that passed, and they went on their

way—Now, by that they were gone about two bow's shot

from the place that led them into the way, they espied two
very ill-favoured ones coming down apace to meet them. With

* Matt. XX. 16.

(r) The terrifying suggestions of Satan g^ve believers much present un-
e?oine3S ; yet they often do them great good, and seldom eventually hurt

them: but the allurements of those worldly objects which he throws in

their way, arc far more dangerous and pernicious. Many of these, for

which the aged have no longer any relish, are very attractive to young
persons : but, all those parents or aged persons, who love the souls of their

children and young friends, instead of conniving at them in their self-

indulgence, from a notion, that allowance must be made for youth, should
employ all their influence and authority to restrain them from those vain
pleasures which " war against the soul," and are most dangerous when
least suspected. This fruit may be found in the Pilgrim's path ; but it

grows in Beelzebub's garden, and should be shunned as poison. Many
diversions and pursuits, both in high and low life, are of this nature,

though often pleaded for as innocent, by some persons who ought to know
better.
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tifeat Christiana and Mercy her friend, covered themselves with

their veils, and kept also on their journey : the children also

went on before : so that at last they met together. Then they

that came down to meet them, came just up to the women, as

ifthey would embrace them : but Christiana said, * Stand back,

or go peaceably as you should.' Yet these two, as men that

are deaf, regarded not Christiana's words, but began to lay

hands upon them : at that Christiana waxed very wroth, and

spurned at them with her feet. Mercy also, as well as she

could, did what she could to shift them : Christiana again said

to tJiem, ' Stand back, and be gone, for we have no money to

lose, being Pilgrims as you see, and such too as live upon the

charity of our friends.'

Then said one of the two men. We make no assault upon
your money, but are come out to tell you, that if you will but

grant one small request which we shall ask, we will make wo-
men of you for ever.

Now Christiana, imagining what they should mean, made
answer again, ' We will neither hear nor regard, nor yield to

what you shall ask. We are in haste, and cannot stay : our

business is of hfe and death.' So again she and her compan-
ions made a fresh essay to go past them : but they letted them
in their way.

And they said. We intend no hurt to your lives ; 'tis another

thing we would have.
* Ay,' quoth Christiana, * you would have us body and soul,

for I know 'tis for that you are come ; but we will die rather

upon the spot, than to suffer ourselves to be brought into

such snares as shall hazard our well-being hereafter.' And
with that they both shrieked out, and cried, Murder ! Murder I

and so put themselves under those laws that are provided for the

protection of women.* But the men still made their ap-

proach upon them, with design to prevail against them. They
therefore cried out again.

Now they being, as I said, not far from the Gate, in at

which they came, their voice was heard from where they were
thither ; wherefore some of the house came out, and knowing
that it was Christiana's tongue, they made haste to her relief.

But by that they were got within sight of them, the women
were in a very great scuffle ; the children also stood crying by.

Tien did he that came in for their reliefcall out to the ruffians,

* Deut xxii. 23—27.
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saying, * What is that thing you do ? Would you make my
Lord's people to transgress ?' He also attempted to take

them ; bat they did make their escape over the walls into the

garden of the man to whom the great dog belonged : so the

dog became their protector. This Reliever then came up to

the women, and asked them how they did. So they answered,
* We thank thy prince, pretty well ; only we have been some-
what aflfrighted : we thank thee also, that thou camest in to

our help, for otherwise we had been overcome.'

So after a few more words, this Reliever said as followeth ;

I marvelled much, when you were entertained at the Gate
above, being ye know that ye are but weak women, that you
petitioned not the Lord for a Conductor : then might you have
avoided these troubles and dangers : he Avould have granted

you one.

Alas ! said Christiana, we were so taken with our present

blessing, that dangers to come were forgotten by us : beside,

who could have thought that so near the King's palace there

should have lurked such naughty ones ! Indeed it had been
well for us, had we asked our Lord for one ; but, since our

Lord knew it would be fdr our profit, I wonder he sent not

one along with us.

Ret. It is not always necessary to grant things not asked for,

lest by so doing they become of little esteem : but, when the

want of a thing is felt, it then comes under, (in the eyes of him
that feels it,) that estimate that properly is its due ; and so con-

sequently will be hereafter used. Had my Lord granted you
a Conductor you would not, neither, so have bewailed that

oversight of your's in not asking for one, as now you have
occasion to do. So all things work for good, and tend to make
you more wary. («)

(s) Satan designs, by every means, to take oflF awakened sinners from
the great concern of eternal salvation ; and he makes use of ungodly men
for that purpose, among his manifold devices against the female sex. These
are very ill-favoured to the gracious mind ; however alluring their per-

sons, circumstances, or proposals may be to the carnal eye. As such vile

reducers are too often successful, they are emboldened to attempt even
those who profess to be religious : nor are they always repulsed by theip ;

for many, of whom favourable hopes were once entertained, have thus

awfully "been ag&in entangled and overcome, so that their last state has

been worse than the first," But when such proposals are repulsed with
decided adhcrrence, and earnest prayers, the Lord will give deliverance

and victory. The faithful admonitions and warniu^is of a stated pastor

^re esj)ecially jo'ecded bv the Conductor, The Rdiuer seems to repre-
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Chr. Shall we go back again to my Lord, and confess our

folly, and ask one ?

Rel. Your confession of your folly will I present him- with :

to go back again, you need not ; for in all places where you
shall come you will find no want at all ; for in every of my
Lord*s lodgings, which he has prepared for the reception of

his Pilgrims, there is sufficient to furnish them against all at-

tempts whatsoever. But as I said, " He will be inquired of

by them, to do it for them."* And it is a poor thing that is

not worth asking for.—When he had thus said, he went back
to his place, and the Pilgrims went on their way.

Then said Mercy, * What a sudden blank is here ! I made
account we had been past all danger, and that we should never
sorrow more.'

' Thy innocency, my sister,' said Christiana to Mercy, * may
excuse thee much ; but, as for me, my faults is much the

greater, for that I saw this danger before I came out of the

doors, and yet did not provide for it where provision might

have been had. I am much to be blamed.'

Then said Mercy * How knew you this before you came
from home ? Pray open to me this riddle.'

Chr. Why, I will tell you.—Before i set foot out of doors,

one night, as I lay in my bed, I had a dream about this : for

methought 1 saw two men, as like these as ever the world
they could look, stand at my bed's feet, plotting how they

might prevent my salvation. 1 will tell you their very words
they said, (it was when I was in my troubles, )

' What shall

we do with this woman ? for she cries out waking and sleeping

for forgiveness : if she be suffered to go on as she begins, we
shall lose her as we have lost her husband.' This you know
might have made me take heed, and have provided when pro-

vision might have been had.
' Well,' said Mercy, ' as by this neglect we have an occa-

sion ministered unto us to behold our imperfections, so our
Lord has taken occasion thereby to make m mifest the riches

of his grace ; for he, as we see, has followed us with unasked
kindness, and has delivered us from their hands that were
stronger than we, of his mere good pleasure.'

* Ezek. xxxvi. 37.

tent the occasional direction and good counsel of some able minister ; for

he speaks of Christ, as his Lord, and must therefore be considered as one
of the servants by whom help is sent to the distressed.
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Thus now, when they had talked away a little more time,

they drew near to a house that stood in the way ; which
house was built for the rehef of Pilgrims ; as you will find

more fully related in the first part of the records of the Pil-

grim's Progress.* So they drew on towarr.s the house
;
(the

house of the Interpreter ;) and, when they came to the door,

they heard a great talk in the house ; then they gave ear, and
heard, as they thought, Christiana mentioned by name. For
you must know, that there went along, even biefore her, a talk

of her and her children going on pilgrimage. And this was
the more pleasing to them, because they had iieaixl that she was
Christian's wife, that woman who was some time ago so unwil-

ling to hear of going on pilgrimage. Thus, therefore, they

stood still and heard the good people within commending her,

who they little thought stood at the door.—At last Christiana

knocked, as she had done at the Gate before. Now, when
she had knocked, there came to the door a young damsel,

named Innocent, and opened the door, and looked, and, be-

hold, two women were there.

Then said the damsel to them, * With whom would you
speak in this place ?'

Christiana answered, We understand that this is a privi-

leged place for those that are become Pilgrims, and we now
at this door are such : wherefore we pray that we may be

partakers of that for which we are at this time are come ; for

the day, as thou seest, is very far spent, and we are loth to-

night to go any further.

Dam. Pray what may I, call your name, that I may tell it to

my Lord within ?

Chr. My name is Christiana ; I was the wife of that Pilgrim

that some years ago did travel this way ; and these be his four

children. This maiden is also my companion, and is going on

Pilgrimage too.

Then ran Innocent in, (for that was her name,) and said to

those within, ' Can you think who is at the door ? There is

Christiana and her children, and her companion, all waiting

for entertainment here 1' Then they leaped for joy, and went

and told their master. So he came to the door, and, looking

upon her, he said, ' Art thou that Christiana whom Christian

the good man left behind him, when he betook himself to a

Pilgrim's life ?'

* Tart i. p. 43--55
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Qir. I am that woman that was so hard-hearted as to slight

my husband's troubles, and that left him to go on his journey

alone ; and these are his four children : but now 1 also am
come, for I am convinced that no way is right but this.

Inter, Then is fulfilled that which is written of the man that

said to his son, " Go work to-day in my vineyard ; and he said

to his father, 1 will not ; but afterwards repented and went."*

Then said Christiana, So be it ; Amen. God make it a

true saying upon me, and grant that I may be found at the hist

•* of him in peace, without spot, and blameless !"

Inter. But wliy standest thou at the door ? Come in, thou

daughter of Abraham : we were talking of thee but now, for

tidmgs have come to us before, how thou art become a Pil-

grim. Come, children, come in : come, maiden, come.—So

he had them all into the house.

So, when they were within, they were bidden to sit down
and rest them ; the which when they had done, those that at-

tended upon the Pilgrims in the house came into the room to

see them. And one smiled, and another smiled, and another

smiled, and they all smiled, for joy that Christiana was become
a Pilgrim ; they also looked opon the boys : they stroked

them over their faces with their hands, in token of their kind

reception of them : they also carried it lovingly to Mercy, and

bid them all welcome into their Master's house.
' After a while, because supper was not re.idy, the Interpre-

ter took them into his significant rooms, and showed them
what Christian, Christiana's husband, had seen sometime be-

fore. Here therefore they saw the Man m the Cage, the

Man and his Dream, the Man that cut his way through his ene-

mies, and the Picture of the biggest of all ; together with the

rest of those things that were then so profitable to Christian.

This done, and, after those things had been somewhat di-

gested by Christiana and her company, the interpreter takes

them apart again, and has them first into a room where was a

Man that could look no way but downwards, with a muck-rake
in his hand : there stood also one over his head with a Celes-

tial Crow in his hand, and proffered him that Crown for his

muck-rake ; but the man did neither look up, nor regard,

but rake to himself the straws, the small sticks, and dust of the

floor.

* :Matt. xxi. 28, 29.
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Then said Christiana, I persuade myself that I know some-
what the meaning of this ; for this is the figure of a man in

this world : is it not, good Sir ?

Thou has said right, said he, and his muck-rake doth show
his carnal mind. And, whereas thou seest him rather give

heed to rake up straws and sticks, and the dust of the floor;

than do what He says that calls to him from above, with the

celestial crown In his hand ; it is to show, that heaven is but

as a fable to some, and that things here are counted the only

things substantial. Now, whereas it was also showed thee,

that the man could look no way but downwards, it is to let thee

know, that earthly things, when they are with power upon
men's minds, quite carry their hearts away from God.
Then said Christiana, Oh I deliver me from this muck-rake.
That prayer, said the Interpreter, has lain by till it is almost

rusty :
*' Give me not riches,"* is scarce the prayer of one of

ten thousand. Straws, and sticks, and dust, with most are the

great things now looked after, (t)

With that Mercy and Christiana wept, and said, * It is, alas I

too true.'

When the Interpreter had showed them this, he had them
into the very best room in the house : (a very brave room it

was :) so he bid them look round about, and see if they could

find any thing profitable there. Then they looked round and

round ; for there was nothing to be seen but a very great*

spider on the wall ; and that they overlooked.

Then said Mercy, ' Sir, I see nothing :' but Christiana held

her peace.

But, said the Interpreter, ' Look again ,' She therefore

looked again, and said, ' Here is not any thing but an ugly spi-

der, who hangs by her hands upon the wall.' * Then,' said

he, ' is there but one spider in all this spacious room ?' Then
the water stood in Christiana's eyes, for she was a woman

* Prov. XXX. 8.

(t) The emblematical instruction at the Interpreter's house, in the for-

mer part, was so important and comprehensive, that no other selection

equally interesting could be expected : ?ome valuable hints however, are

here adduced. The first emblem is very plain ; and so apposite, that it

is wonderful any person should read it without lilting up a prayer to the

Lord, and saying, * Oh I deliver me fron^ this muck-rake.' Yet, alas, it

is to be feared, such prayers are ctill litle used even by professors of the

gospel ; at least they are contradicted by the habitual conduct of num-
bers amons: ihem.
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quick of apprehension : and she said, ' Yes, Lord, tliere is

more here than one. Yea, and spiders whose venom is far

more destructive than that which is in her.' The Interpreter

•hen looked pleasantly on her, and said, » Thou hast said the

truth.' This made Mercy blush, and the Boys to cover their

faces, for they all began now to understand the riddle.

Then said the Interpreter again, " The spider taketh hold

with her hands, (as you see,) and is in kings' palaces." And
wherefore is this recorded, but to show you, that how full of

the venom of sin soever you be, yet you may, by the hand of

faith, lay hold of, and dwell in, the best room that belongs to

the King's house above !

I thought, said Christiana, -of something of this : but I could

not imagine it all. 1 thought, that we were like spiders, and

that we looked like ugly creatures, in what fine rooms soever

we were ; but that by this spider, this venomous and ill-

favoured creature, we were to learn how to act faith, that came
not into my thoughts ; that she worketh with hands ; and, as

I see, dwells in the best room in the house.—God has made
nothing in vain, (w)

Then they seemed all to be glad ; but the water stood in

their eyes : yet they looked one upon another, and also bow-
ed before the Interpreter.

He had them then mto anothcir room, where was a hen
and chickens, and bid them observe a while. So one of the

chickens went to the trough to drink, and every time she

drank she lifted up her head and her eyes towards heaven.
' See,' said he, ' what this little chick doeth, and learn of her

(u) The instruction grounded on accommodation of Scripture, thougli

solid and important, is not so convincing to the understanding, as that

which results from the obvious meaning of the words ; though many per-

sons are for the time more excited to attention, by a lively exercise of the

imagmation. and the surprise of unexpected inferences. This method,
however, should be used with great caution by the friends of truth ; for it

is a most formidable engine in the hamds of those, who endeavour to per-

vert or oppose it. The author did not, however mean by the emblem cf

the spider, that the sinner might confidently assure himself of salvation,

by the biood of Christ, while he continued full of the poison of sin, with-

out experiencing or eVidencing any change ; but only, that no conscioiis-

ness of inward pollution, or actual guilt, should discourage any one from
applying to Christ, and '•' fleeing for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before

ium," that thus he may be delivered from condemnation, and cleansed

from pollution, and so made meet for those blessed mansions, into which
no unclean thing can find admission.

Hh 21
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to acknowledge ^^hence your mercies come, by receiving them
with looking up—Yet again,' said he, ' observe and look ;' so

they gave heed, and perceived that the hen did walk in a

fourfold method towards her chickens. 1. She had a commtm
call, and that she had all the day long. 2. She had a specm/

call, and that she had but sometimes. 3. She had a brooding

note. And, 4. She had an outcry.*
* Now,' said he, * compare this hen to your King, and these

chickens to his obedient ones. For, answerable to her, him-
self has his methods, which he walketh in towards his people :

by his common call he gives nothing ; by ius special call he
always has something to give ; he has also a brooding voice

for them that are under his wing ; and he has an outcry, to

give the alarm when he seeth the enemy come. I choose,

my darlings, to lead you into the room where such things are,

because you are women, and they are easy for you.' [x)

*And, Sir,' said Christiana, 'pray let us see some more.'

So he had them into the slaughter-house, where was'a butcher

killing ofsheep : and behold the sheep was quiet, and took her

death patiently. ' Then,' said the Interpreter, ' you must
learn of this sheep to suflfer, and to put up wrongs without

murmuring and complaints. Behold how quietly she takes

her death, and, without objecting, she suffereth her skin to be

pulled over her ears.—Yc^r King doth call you his sheep.''

After this he led them into his Garden, where was great

variety of flowers : and he said, ' Do you see all these V So
Christiana said, ' Yes.' Then said he again, ' Behold the

* Matt, xxiii. 37.

(r) Our Lord hath, in immense condescension, employed this emblem,
to represent his tender love to his people, for -whom he bare the storm of

wrath himself that they might be safe and happy under "• the shadow oi

his win^.'** the common ca// sig^nifies the general invitations of the gospel,

which should be addressed without restriction, to all men that come un-
der the sound of it ; " as many Us ye find, bid to the marriage." The spe-

cial call denotes those influences of the Spirit, by which the heart is sweet-

ly made willing to embrace the invitation, and apply for the Vjleesing. in

the use of the appointed means, by which linnets actually experience the
accomplishment of the promises, as their circumstance? require. Trie

brooding note was intended to represent that comtftuniou with God, and
those consolations of the Holy Spirit, which the Scriptures encourage us

to expect, and by which the believer is framed up for eternal felicity :

whilst the out-cry refers to the warnings anJ cautions, by which believefs

are excited to vigilance, circumspection, and self-extsininatioa, ac 1 to be-

ware of all deceiyers and delusions.

* Matt, xxiii. 37.
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flowers are divers in stature, in quality, am^ colour, and smell,

and virtue ; and some are better than sopie ; also where the

gardener hath set them, there they stand, and quarrel not one

with another.' (y)
Again he had them into his field, which he had sown with

wheat and com ; but, when they beheld, the tops of all were
cut off, only the straw remained. He said again, ' This ground

was dunged, and sowed ; but what shall we do with the crop V
Then said Christiana, ' Burn somOj and make muck of the

rest.' Then said the Interpreter again, ' Fruit, you see, is

that thing you look for, and for want of that you condemn it to

the fire, and to be trodden under foot of men : beware that in

this you condemn not yourselves.' {z)

Then, as they were coming in from abroad, the}'^ espied a

Robin with a great spider in his mouth : so the Interpreter

said, ' Look here.' So they looked, and Mercy wondered, but

Christiana said, * What a disparagement is it to such a little

pretty bird as the Robid-red-breast is ; he being also a bird

above many, that loveth to maintain a kind of sociableness

with men. I had thought they had lived upon crumi)s of

bread, or upon other such harmless matter : I like him worse
thai^ I did.'

The Interpreter then replied, * This Robin is an emblem,
very apt to set forth some professors by ; for to sight they

are, as this Robin, pretty of note, colour, and carriage ; they

(y) We ought not to be contented, (so to speak,) with gi situation

among the useless and noxious weeds of the desert : but if we be planted

among the ornamental and fragrant flowers of the Lord's garden, we may
deem ourselves sufficiently distinguished and honoured. We should,

therefore watch against envy and ambition, contempt of our brethren, and
contention. We ought to be satisfied in our place, doing " nothing

through strife or rain-glory," or "with murmunngs and disputings :" but

endeavouring, in the meekness of wisdom, to diffuse a heavenly fragrance

around us, and " to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.

(z) The labour and expense of the husbandman are not repayed by the

straw or the chaff, but by the corn. The humiliation and sufferings of

Christ, the publication of the gospel, the promises and instituted ordi-

nances, and the labour of ministers, were not intended merely to bring

men to profess certain doctrines, and observe certain forms ; or even to

produce convictions, affections, or comforts, in any order or degree what-

soever ; but to render men fruitful in good works, by the influeucej of the

Spirit of Christ, and through his sanctifying truth : and all profession will

terminate in everlasting contempt and misery, which is not productive of

this good fruit, whatever men may pretend, or however they may deceiv*

Ihemselyea and one another.
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seem also to have a very great love for professors that are
sincere ; and above all other to desire to associate with them,
and to be in their company, as if they could Uve upon the good
man's crumbs. They pretend also, that therefore it is that

they frequent the house of the godly, and the appointments of

the Lord ; but when they are by themselves, as the Robin,
they catch and gobble up spiders, they can change their diet,

drink and swallow down sin like water.'

So when they were come again into the house, because sup-
per as yet was not ready, Christiana again desired that the
Interpreter would either sho.w or tell some other things that

are profitable.

Then the Interpreter began, and said :
' The fatter the sow

is, the more she desires the mire ; the fatter the ox is, the
more gamesomely he goes to the slaughter ; and the more
healthy the lusty man is, the more prone he is unto evil.'

* There is a desire in women to go neat and fine, and it is a
comely thing to be adorned with that, which in God's sight is

of great price.'

* It is easier watching a night or two : so it is easier for oneto
begin to profess well, than to hold out as he should to the end.'

' Every ship-master, when in a storm, will willingly cast

that overboard that is of the smallest value in the vessel : but
who will throw the best out first ? None but he thdt feafeth

not God.'
* One leak will sink a ship ; and one sin will destroy a

sinner.'' (a)
* He that forgets his friend, is ungrateful unto him : but ho

that forgets his Saviour, is unmerciful to himsejf.'

' He that lives in sin, and looks for happiness hereafter, is

like him that soweth cockle, and thinks to fill his barn with

wheat or barley.'

* If a man would live well, let him fetch his last day to him,

and make it always his company-keeper.'
* Whispering and change of thoughts prove that sin is in the

world.'

* If the world, which God sets light by, is.pounted a thing of

that worth with men ; what is heaven, that God commendeth V

(a) By repentance and faith in Christ, the leaks that sin hath made
are, as it were, stopped ; but one sin, habitually committed with allow-
ance, proves a man's profession hypocritical, however plausible it may b*>

in all other respects ; as one leak unstopped will assuredly at length sink

the ship.
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* Ifthe life that is attended with so many troubles, is so loth

to be let go by us, what is the life above V
* Every body will cry up the goodness of men ; bnt who is

there that is, as he should be, affected with the goodness of

God ?'

< We seldom sit down to meat, but we eat and leave : so

there is in Jesus Christ more merit and righteousness than the

whole world has need of.' (b)

When the Interpreter had done, he takes them out into his

garden again, and had them to a tree, whose inside was all

rotten and gone, and yet it grew and had leaves. Then said

Mercy, * What means this ?'—
* This tree,' said he, ' whose

outside is fair, and whose inside is rotten, is it, to which many
may be compared that are in the Garden of God : who with'

their mouths speak high in behalf of God, but indeed will do

nothing for him ; whose leaves are fair, but their heart good

for nothing but to be tinder for the devil's tinder-box.'

Now supper was ready, the table spread, and all things set

on board ; so they sat down and did eat, when one had given

thanks. And the Interpreter did usually entertain those that

lodged with him, with music at meals ; so the minstrels played.

There was also one that did sing, and a very fine voice he had.

His song was this

—

* The Lord is only my support,

And he that doth me feed

;

How can 1 then want any thing,

Whereof I stand in need ?'

When the song and music were ended, the Interpreter asked

Christiana what it was that at first did move her thus to betake

herself to a Pilgrim's life 1 Christiana answered : First, the

loss of my husband came into my mind, at which I was heartily

grieved : but all that was but natural affection. Then, after

(6) This observation is g^rbuaded on the good old distinction, that the

merit of Christ's oheJience unto death fs sti^fieni for all, though only ef-

fectual to some; namely, in one view of the subject, to ike elect : in ano-

ther, to all who hy faith apply for an interf.st in, it. This Biakes way for

general invitations, and shows it to be every one's duty to repent and be-

lieve the gospel ; as nothing but pride, the carnal mind, and enmity to

God and religion, influence men to neglect so great salvation ; and, when
the regenerating power of the Holy Spirit accompanies the word, sinners

are made willing to accept the proffered mercy, and encouraged by the

|;eaeral invitations, which before they sinfully slighted.

2i*
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that, came the troubles and pilgrimage of my husband into my
mind, and also how like a churl I had carried it to him as to

that. So guilt took hold of my mind, and would have drawn
me into the pond ; but that opportunely I had a dream of the

well-being of my husband, and a letter sent me by the King of

that country where my husband dwells, to come to him. The
dream and the letter together so wrought upon my mind, that

ihey forceu me to this wav.
Inter. But met you with no opposition before you set out of

doors i

Chr. Yes, a neighbour of mine, one Mrs. Timorous, (she

Was kin to him that would have persuaded my husband to go

back, for fear of the lions,) she also so befooled me, for, as she

called it, my intended desperate adventure : she also urged

what she could to dishearten me from it ; the hardship and

troubles that my husband met with in the way : but all this I

i^ot over pretty well. But a dream that I had of two ill-looking

ones, that 1 thought did plot how to make me. miscarry in my
journey, that hath troubled me

;
yea, it still runs in my mind,

and makes me afraid of every one that I meet, lest they should

meet me to do me a mischief, and to turn me out of my way.

Yea, I may tell my Lord, though I would not every body knew
it, that between this and the Gate by which we got into the

way, we were both so sorely assaulted, that we were made to

cry out murder ; and the two, that made this assault upon us,

were like the two that I saw in my dream.

Then said the Interpreter, ' Thy beginning is good, thy lat-

ter end shall greatly increase.' So he addressed him to Mer-
cy, and said unto her, * And what moved thee to come hither,

sweetheart ?'

Then Mercy blushed and trembled, aaid for. a while continu-

ed silent. ^

Then said he, * Be not afraid, only believe, and speak thy

mind."

Then she began, and said, * Truly, Sir, my want of experi-

ence is that which makes me covet to be in silence, and that

also that fiUeth me with fears ofcoming short at last. I cannot

tell of visions and dreams, as my friend Christiana can ; nor

know I what it is to mourn for my refusing of -Le counsel of

those that were good relations.'

Liter. What was it then, dear heart, that hath |Jicyailed with

Ihee to do as thou hast done ?
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Mer. Why, when our friend here was packing up to be gone

from our town, I and another went accidentally to see her.

So we knocked at the door, and went in. When we were
within, and seeing what she waS doing, we asked her what she

meant ? She said, she was sent for to go to her husband ; and

then she up and told us how she had seen him in a dream,

dwelhng in a curious place, among immortals, wearing a crown,

playing upon a harp, eating and drinking at his Prince's table,

and singing praises to him for the bringing him hither, &c.

Now methought while she was telling these thmgs unto us, my
heart burned within nie. And 1 said in my heart. If this be

true, 1 will leave my father and my mother, and the land of my
nativity, and will, if I may, go along with Christiana.

So I asked her further of the truth of these things, and if she

would let me go with her ; for I saw now, that there was no
dwelling, but with the danger of ruin, any longer in our town.

But yet I came away with a heavy heart ; not for that I was
unwilling to come away, but for that so many of my relations

were left behind. And I am cMne with all my heart, and will,

if I may, go with Christiana, to her husband, and his King.

Inter. Thy setting out is good, for thou hast given credit to

the truth
;
(c) thou art a Ruth, who did, for the love she bare

{c) This is a most ' simj^e definition of faith : it is " the belief of the
truth," 35 the sxixe testimony of God, relative to our most important con-
cerns. When we thus credit those truths that teach us the peril of our
situation as justly condemned sinners, we are moved with fear, and hum-
bled in repentance ; and when we thua believe the report of a refuge pro-
vided for us, our hopes are excited. Those truths that relate to inestimable
blessings attainable by us, when really credited, kindle our fervent desires

;

while such as show us the glory, excellency and mercy of God our Sa-
viour, and our obligations to his redeeming grace, work by love, grati-

tude, and every fervent affection. This living faith influences a man's
judgment, choice, and conduct ; and especially induces him to receive Je-
sus Christ for all the purposes of salvation, aniJ to yield himself to his

service, as constrained by love of him and zeal for his glory. We need
no other ground for this faith, than the authenticated word of God. This
may be brought to our recollection by means of dis^tress or danger, or even
in a dream, or with some very strong impression on the mind : yet true
faith rests only on the word ot God, according to Us meaning as it stands

in the Bible ; and not in the manner in which it occurs to the thoughts,
or according to any new sense put upon it in a dream^ or by an impression

;

as this would be a new revelation. For if the words, " 'Ihy sins are for-

given thee,' should be impressed on my mind., they would contain a decla-
ration nowhere made in Scripture concerning me ; coniequcntly the be-
lief of them on this ground would be a faith not warranted by the word
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to Naomi, and to the Lord her God, *' leave father and mother,

and the land of her nativity, to come out and go with a people
that she knew not before. The Lord recompense thy work,
and a full reward be given thee of the Lord God of Isreal, un-

der whose wings thou art come to trust."*

Now supper was ended, and preparation made for bed , the

women were laid singly alone, and the boys by themselves.

Now when Mercy was in bed, she could not sleep for joy, for

that now her doubts' of missing at last were removed further

from her than ever they were before. So she lay blessing

and praising God, who had such favour for her.

In the morning they arose with the sun, and prepared them-i

selves for their departure ; but the Interpreter would have
them tarry a while ;

' For,' said he, * you must urderlygo from
hence.' Then said he to the damsel that first opened unto

them, ' Take them and have them into the garden, to the Bath,

and there wash them and make them clean from the soil which
they have gathered by traveUing.' Then Innocent the damsel
took them, and led them into tlie garden, and brought them to

the Bath ; so she told them, that there they must wash and be

clean, for so her Master would have the women to do; that

called at his house as they were going on pilgrimage. Then
they went in and washed, yea, they and the boys and all ; and

they came out of that Bath not only ^weet and clean, but also

much enlivened and strengthened in their joints. So when
they came in, they looked fairer a deal than when they went
out to the washing.

..,. . ' * Ruth ii. 11,.12.

of God. Now as we have no /eason to expect such new revelations, and
as Satan can counterfeit any of tliese impressions, we must c6psider every
thing of this kind as opening a door to enthusiasm, and the most danger-
ous delusions ; though many, who rest their confidence on them, have
also scripiural evidence of their apceptance, which they overlook. On
the other hand, should the following words be powerfully impressed on
my mind, •• Hixn that cometh to me I -viil in no wise cast out," or '' He
that coafesseth and forsaketh his sm shall find mercy ;" I may deduce eo-

couragement from the words, according to the genuine meanmg of them
as they stand in Scripture, without any dread of delusion, or any pretence

to new revelations
; provided I be conscious, that I do come to Christ, and

confess my sins with the sincere purpose of forsaking them. But there

are so macy danger* In this matter, that the more evidently our faith and
hope are grounded wholly on the plain testimony of God, and confirmed
by our subsequent experience and conduct; the safer will our course be*

.and the less -oscasioa will be given to the objections of oar despisers.
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When they were returned out of the garden from the Bath,

the Interpreter took them, and looked upon them, and said unto

them, " Fair as the moon." Then he called for the seal,

wherewith they used to be sealed that were washed in his

Bath. So the seal was brought, and he set his mark upon
them, that they might be known in the places whither they

were yet to go. Now the seal was the contents and sum of the

passover, which the children of Israel did eat when they came
out of the land of Egypt ;* and the mark was set between their

eyes. This seal greatly added to their beauty, for it was an

ornament to their faces. It also added to their gravity, and

made their countenances more like them of angels, (rf)

Then said the Interpreter again to the damsel that waited

upon the women, ' Go into the Vestry, and fetch out garments

for these people :' So she went and fetched out white raiment,

and laid it do\tn before him : so he commanded them to put it

on : it was *' fine linen, white and clean." When the women
were thus adorned, they seemed to be a terror one to the

other ; for that they could not see that glory each one in her-

self, which they could see in each other. Now therefore they

began to esteem each other better than themselves, * For you
are fairer than I am,' said one ; and, ' You are more comely
than I am,' said another. The children also stood amazed, to

see into what fashion they were brought, (e)

* Exod. xii. 8—10.
(ct) The author calls this ' The Bath of sanctification,' in a marginal

note : whence we may infer, that he especially meant to intimate, that

believers should constantly seek fresh supplies of grace from the Holy
Spirit, to purify their hearts from the rencved defilement of sin, which
their intercourse with the world will continually occasion ; and to revive

and invig'orate those holy affections, which in the same manner are apt to

grow languid. Yet he did not intend to exclude their habitual reliance

on the blood of Clu-ist for pardon and acceptance ; for in both respects we
need daily washing. The sanctification of the Spirit unto obedience war-
rants the true Christian's " peace and joy in believing ;" it gives him
beauty in the sight of his brethren ; it strengthens him for every conflict,

and service ; and tlie image of Christ, discernible in the spirit and con
duct, seals him as a child of God and an heir of glory : while the inward
consciousness of living by faith in the Son of God for all the blessings of
salvation, and experiencing all filial affections towards God as his recon-
ciled Father, inspires him with humble joy and confidence.

(«) The Pilgrims are supposed to have been justified on their admission
at the Gate ; the Interpreter is the emblem of the Holy Spirit ; and the
J aiment here mentioned rendered those who were adorned with it come-
iy in the eyes of their companions. We cannot, therefore, with propriety

li
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The Interpreter called for a man-servant of his^, one Great
heart, and bid him take a sword, and helmet, and shield : ' and
take these my daughters,' said he, ' conduct them to the house
called Beautiful, at which place they will rest next.* (/) So
he took his weapons and went before them ; and the Interpre-

ter said, * God speed.' Those also that belonged to the family

sent them away with many a good wish, bo they T^ent on their

way, and sang

—

' This place has been our second stage,

Here we have heard and seen

Those good things, that from age to age
To others hid have been.

Th" dunghill-raker, spider, hen.

The chicken too, to me
Have taught a lesson ; let me then
Conformed to it be.

The butcher, garden, and the field.

The, robin and his bait.

Also the rotten tree doth yield

Me argfument of weight

;

To move me for to watch and pray,

To strive 4o be sincere ;

To take my cross up day by day,

And serve the Lord vrith fear.

* Now I saw in'my dream, that those went on, and Great-heart

before them ; so they went and came to (he place where Chris-

tian's burden fell oflf his back, and tumbled into a Sepulchf-e.*

Here then they made a pause ; here also they blessed God.
Now, said Christiana, it comes -to my mind what was said to us

•^ Part i. p. 55."

explain it to signify the righteousness of Christ imputed to the be-

liever, but the renewal of the soul to holiness ; for this alone in its effects

is visible to the eyes of men. • They, who hate put on this raiment, are

hIso '• clothed with humility :" so that they readily perceive the excel-

lencies of other believers, butcaunol 'liscern their own, except when they

look in the ^lass of God'? word. At the same time they become very ob-

servant of their own defects, and severe ia anira^d-^erting on them, but
]:roportionably candid, tq. their brethren : and thus they learn the hard
lesson of " esteeming others better than themselves."

(/) The stated pastoral care of a vigilant minister, who is strong in

faith, and courageous in the cause of God, is re{)resented by the conductor

of the Pilgrims. We shall have repeated opportunities of sho"\vin<;^, how
desirous the author was to recommend this advantai^e to his readers, to

excite them to be thankful for it, and to avail themselves of it when gra-

ciously afforded them.
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at the Gate, to wit, that we should have partloQ by Tvord and
deed ; by Tvord, that is, by the promise ; by deed^ to wit, in

the way it was obtained. What the promise is, of that 1 know
something ; but what it is to hare pardon by deed^ or in the way
that it was obtained, Mr. Great-heart, 1 suppose you know

;

v.hich, if ycu please, let us hear your discoarse thereof.

Gr.-H. Pardon by the deed done, is pardon obtained by some
one for another that hath need thereof: not by the person par-

doned, but in ' the way,' saith another, ' in which I have ob-

tained it.'—So then, (to speak to the question more at large,)

the pardon that you and Mercy, and these boys, have attained

is by another ; to wit, by him that let you in at that Gate : and

I-.3 hath obtained it in this doable way : he hiUh performed
righteousness to cover you, and spilt blood to wash you in.

Car. But if he parts, with his righteousness to us, what will

he have for himself ?

Gr.-H. He has more righteousness than you have need of,

or than he needeth himself.

Chr. Pray make that appear.

Gr.-H. With all my heart : but tirst I must premise, that

he, of whom we are now about to speak, is one that has not

his fellow. He has two natures in one person, plain to be dis-

tinguished, impossible to be divided. Unto each oi these na-

tures a righteousness belongeth, and each righteousness is es-

sential to that nature. So that one may as easily cause the na-

tures to be extinct, as to separate its justice or righteousness

from it. Oi these righteousnesses, therefore, we are not made
partakers, so that they, or any of them, should be put upon us,

that we might be made just, and live thereby. Besides these,

there is a righteousness which this person has, as these two na-

tures are joined in one. And this is not the righteousness of

the Godhead, as distinguished from the manhood ; nor the

righteousness of the manhood, as distinguished from the God-
head ; but a righteousness which standeth m the union of both

natures^ and may properly be called the righteousness that is

essential to his being prepared of God to the capacity of the

mediatory office, which he was intrusted with. If he parts

with his lirst righteousness, he parts with his Godhead : if he
parts with his second righteousness, he parts with the purity of

his manhood : if he parts with his third, he parts with that per-

fection which capacitates him to the office of mechation. He
has therefore another righteousness, which standeth in per-
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formance, or obedience to a revealed will : and that is what
he puts upon sinners, and that by which their sins are covered.

Wherefore he saith, ^' As by one man's disobedience, many-

were made sinners ; so by the obedience of one, shall many
be made righteous."*

Chr. But are the other righteousnesses of no use to us ,'

Gr.-H. Yes : for though they are essential to his natures

and office, and cannot be communicated unto another, yet it is

by virtue of them that the righteousness that justifies is for that

purpose efficacious. The righteousness of his Godhead gives

virtue to his obedience ; the righteousness of his manhood
giveth capability to his obedience to justify ; and the righteous-

ness that standeth in the union of these two natures to his of-

fice, giveth authority to that righteousness to do the work for

which it was ordained.

So then here is a righteousness that Christ, as God, has no
need of; for he is God without it ; here is a righteousness that

Christ, as man, has no need of to make him so, for he is per-

fect man without it : again, here is a righteousness that Christ,

as God-man, has no need of, for he is perfectly so without it.

Here then is a righteousness that Christ, as God, and as God-
man, has no need of, with reference to himself, and therefore

he can spare it ; a justifying righteousness, thaft he for himself

wanteth not, and therefore giveth it away. Hence it is called
•' the gift of righteousness."!—This righteousness, since Christ

Jesus the Lord has made himself under the law, must be given

away ; for the law doth not only bind him that is under it, to

do justly, but to use charity. Wherefore he must, or ought by
the law, if he hath two coats, to give one to him that has none.

Now our Lord indeed hath two coats, one for himself, and one

to spare : wherefore he freely bestows one upon those that

have none. And thus, Christiana and Mercy, and the rest of

you that are' here, doth your pardon come by deed^ or by the

work of another man. Your Lord Christ is he that worked,

and hftth given aiiyay what he wrought for, to the next poor beg-

gar he meets.

But again, in order to pardon by deed, there must something

be paid to God as a price, as well as something prepared to

cover us withal. Sin has delivered us up to the just course of

a righteous law : now from this course we must be justified by
way of redemption, a price being paid for the harms we have

* Rom. V. 19. t Rom. v. 17.
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done ; and this is by the blood of your Lord, who came and

stood in your place and stead, and died your death for your
transgressions. Thus has he ransomed you from your trans-

gressions, by blood, and covered your polluted and deformed

souls with righteousness ;* for the sake of which, God passeth

by you, and will not hurt you, when he comes to judge the

world, (g) .

Chr. This is brave : now I see mat there was something to

be learned by our being pardoned by word and deed. Good
Mercy, let us labour to keep this in mind ; and my children,

do you remember it also.

—

But, Sir, was not^this it that made

* Rom. viii. 34. Gal. iii. 13.

(g) This discourse, on ' Pardon by the deed done,' confirms the inter-

pretation that hath been given of the Cross, and of Christian's deliverance

from his burden. The doctrine is, however, here stated m a manner to

which some may object, and indeed it is needlessly systematical aud rather

obscure. By ' the rigliteousness of Christ, as God,' his essential divine

attributes ofjustice and holiness must be intended. ' His righteousness,

ae Man,' denotes his human nature as free from all the defilements of sin.

' The righteousness of his person, as he hath the two natures joined in

one,' can only mean the perfection of his .mysterious person in all respects :

and his capacity of acting as our Surety, by doing and suffering in our na-

ture all tliat was requisite, while his divine nature stamped an infinite

value on his obedience unto death. The eternal Word, the only begot-

ten Son of God was under no obligation to assume our nature ; and when
he had seen good to assume it, he was not bound to live a number of years

here on earth, obedient to the law, both in its ceremonial Eind moral re-

quirements, amidst hardships, sufferings, and temptations of every kind

;

except, as he had undertaken to be our Surety. In this sense he himself

had no need of that righteousness which he fmished for our justification.

And assuredly he was under no obligation, as a perfectly holy man, to

suffer any thing, much less to submit to the violent, torturing, and igno-

minious death upon, the cross. That part of his obedience, which con-

sisted in enduring agony, and pain in body and soul, was only needful, as

he bare our sins, and gave himself a sacrifice to God for us. Indeed, his

righteousness is not the less his own, by being imputed to us : for believers

are considered as one with him, and thus " made the righteousness ofGod
in him," and we are justified m virtue of this union. He was able by his

temporal sufferings and death to pay our debts, and ransom our inherit-

ance ; thus delivering us from eternal misery which else had been inevit-

able, and bringing us to eternal life which had otherwise been unattain-

able ; and the law of love, to which as a man he became subject, required
him to do this ; for if we '•' loved our neighbour as ourselves," we should
be willing to submit to any inferior loss, hardship, or suffering, to rescue

an enemy or stranger from a greater and more durable misery, which he
has no other way of escaping ; or to secure to him a more valuable aaf}

permanent advantage, which can no otherwise be obtained.
99

.'n.
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my good Christian's burden fall from off his shoulder, and that

made him give three leaps forjoy ?

Gr.-H. Yes, it was the belief of this that cut off those strings,

that could not be cut by other means ; and it was to give him a

proofof the virtue of this, that he was suffered to carry his bur-

den to the Cross.

Chr. I thought so ; for though my heart was lightful and joy

ous before, yet it is ten times more lightsome and joyous now.
And I rtm persuaded by what I have felt, (though I have felt

but little as yet,) that if the most burdened man in the world
was here, and did see and belie v'e as I now do, it would make
his heart the morfe merry and blithe.

Gr.-H. There is not only comfort, and the ease of a burden
brought to us, by the sight and consideration of these ; but an

endeared affection begot in us by it : for who can (if he does

but once think that pardon comes not onl}^ by promise, but

thus,) but be affected with,the way and means of redemption,

and so with the man that hath wrought it for him !

Chr. True : methinks it makes my heart bleed to think, that

he should bleed for me. Oh ! thou loving One ! Oh! thou

blessed One ! Thou deservest to have me ; thou hast bought
me ; thou deservest to have me all ; thou hast paid for me ten

thous nd times more than I am worth !—No marvel that this

made thf w.iter stand in my husband's eyes, and that it made
him truJge so nimbly on : I am persuaded he wished me with

him: but, vile wretch that I was ! T let him come all alone.

O Mercy, that thy father and mother were here
;
yea, and Mrs.

Timorous also : nay, I wish now with all my heart, that here

was Mmiam Wanton too. Surely, surely, their hearts would be
affected ; nor could the fear of the one, nor the powerful lusts

of the other, prevail with them to go home again, and refuse

to become good Pilgrims, (h)

Gr.-H. You speak now in the warmth of your affections :

(//) Wbea believers, ' in the warmth of their affections,' feel the hnm-
bljn?, melting, endearing, and sanctifying effects of contcmplatinij; the glo-

ry of th-? Cross, and the love of Christ in'dyiog for sinners ; and consider

thetr.rilvo? as tlie special objects of that inexpressible compassion and kind-

ness : they are apt to conclude Uiat the belief of the propositions, that

Christ loves them and died for them, and that God is reconciled to them, pro-

duces the change by its ovra influence : and would affect the most carnal

hearts in the same maimer, could men be persuaded to believe it. For
they vainly imagine that apprehensions of the severity of divine justice,

and the dread of vengeance, are the sources ot fije enmity which sinners
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will it, think you, be always thus with you ? Besides, that is

not communicated to every one, nor to every one that did see

your Jesus bleed. There were that stood by, and that saw the

blood pun from the heart to the ground, and yet were so tar off

manifest against God. Hence very lively and affectionate Christians have
frequently been prone to sanction the unscriptural tenet, that the j ustify-

ing act of faith consists in assuredly believing that Christ died for mc in
particular^ and that God loves me; aoadio consider this appropnoiiojt as

preceding repentance, and every other gracious disposition ; ana as m
some sense the cause of regeneration, winning the heart to love God, and
to rejoice in him, and in obeying his commandments. From this docirine

others have inferred, that if all men, and even devils too, believed ihe love

of God to them, and his purpose at length to make them happ) , they
would be won over from rebellion against him, which they persist in Irom
a mistaken idea that he is their implacable enemy : and they maKe this

one main argument, in support of the salutary tendency of the final resti-

tution scheme. But all these opinions arise from a false and flattering es-

timate of human nature ; for the carnal mind hates the seriptura' ciiarac-

ter of God and the glory displayed in the Cross, even more man that

which shines forth in the fiery law. Indeed if we take away tne oj/'tnsive

pari of the gospel, the honour it puts upon the law and its awful sanctions,

and the exhibition it makes of the divine justice and holiness, it will give

the proud carnal heart but little umbrage : if we admit that men's aver-

sion to God and religion arise from misapprehension, and not from despe-

rate wickedness, many will endure the doctrine. A reconciliation, in

which God assures the sinner that he has forgiven him, even before he
has repented of his sins, will suit man's pride ; and if he has been previ-

ously frighted, a great flow of affections may follow : but the event will

prove, that they differ essentially from spiritual love of God, gratitude,

holy joy, and genuine humiliation, which arise from a true perception of

the glorious perfections of God, the righteousness of his law and govern-
ment, the real nature ofredemption, and the odiousness and desert of sm.

In short, all such schemes render regeneration needless ; or substitute some-
thing else in its stead, which is effected by a natural process^ and uot by
the new-creating power of the Holy Spirit.—But, when this divine agent

has communicated life to the soul, and a capacity is produced oi perceiv-

ing and relishing spiritual excellency, the enmity against God receives a
mortal wound : from that season, the more his real gharacter and glory

are known, the greater spiritual affection will be excited, and a propor-

tionable transformation into the same holy image effected. Then the view
of the Cross, as the grand display of all the harmonious perfections of tlie

Godhead, softens, humbles, and meliorates the heart : while the persua-

sion of an interest in these blessing, and an admiring sense of having re-

ceived such inconceivable favours from this glorious and holy Lord God,
will still further elevate the soul above all low pursuits, and constrain it

to the most unreserved and self-denying obedience. But, while the heart

remains unregenerate, the glory of God and the gospel will either be mis-

understood, or hated in proportion as it is discovered. Such views and
affections thecefar« as have been described, spring from special grace i ao/d
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this, that, instead of lamenting, they laughed at him ; and in

stead of becoming his disciples, did harden their hearts against

him. So that all that you have, my daughters, you have by pe-

culiar impression made by a divine contemplation upon what I

have spoken to you. Remember that it was told you, that the

hen by her common call, gives no meat to her chickens. This
you have therefore by a special grace.

Now I saw still in my dream, that they went on until they

were come to the place that Simple, and Sloth, and Presump-
tion, lay and slept in, when Christian went by on pilgrimage :

and behold they were hanged up in irons a little way off on the

other side.

Then said Mercy to him that was their guide and conductor,
* What are these three men ? and for what are they hanged
there V

Gr.-H. These three men were men of bad qualities ; they
had no mind to be Pilgrims themselves, and whomsoever they

could they hindered : they were for sloth and folly themselves,

and whomsoever they could persuade, they made so too ; and

withal taught them to presume that they should do well at last.

They were asleep when Christian went by ; and now you go

by, they are hanged.

Mer. But could they persuade any one to be of their opi-

nion ?

Gr.-H. Yes, they turned several out of the way. There
was Slow-pace, they persuaded to do as they. They also pre-

vailed with one Short-wind, with one No-heart, with one Lin-

ger-after-lust, and with one Sleepy-head, and with a young wo-
man, her name was Dull, to turn out of the way and become as

they. Besides, they brought up an ill report of your Lord,

persuading others that he was a hard task-master. They also

brought up an evil report of the good land, saying it was not

half so good as .some pretended it was. They also began to

vilify his servants, and to count the best of them meddlesome,
troublesome, busy-bodies : further, they would call the bread

are not produced by the natural eflScacy of any sentun6nts, but by the im-
mediate iofluences of the Holy Spirit ; so that even true believers, though
they habitually are persuaded of their interest in Christ, and the love of

God to them, are only at times thus filled with holy afiectionB ; nor will

the same contemplations constantly excite similar exercises ; but they of-

ten bestow much pains to get their minds aflfected by .them in vain ; while
at other times a single glance of thought fills them with the most fervent

^notions of holy love and joy.
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^<5od husks ; the comforts of his children, fancies ; the tra-

vail and labour of Pilgrims, things to no purpose, (i)

Nay, said Christiana, if they were such, they should never

be bewailed by me • they have but what they deserve ; and

I think it well that they stand so near the highway, that others

may see and take warning. But had it not been well if their

crimes had been engraven on some pillar of iron or brass, and

left here where they did their mischiefs, for a caution to other

bad men ?

Gr. H. So it is, as you may well perceive, if you will go a

little to the wall. '

Mer. No, no ; let them hang, and their names rot, and their

crimes live for ever against them : I think it is a high favour

that they are hanged before we came hither ; who knows else

what they might have done to such poor women as we are ?

Then she turned it into a song, saying :

—

' Now then you three hang there, and be a sign

To all that shall against the truth combine,

And let hin that comes after fear this end.

If unto Pilgrims he is not a friend.

And thou, my soul, of all such men beware,

That unto holiness opposers are,'

Thus they went on, till they came at the foot of the hill Dif

iiculty, where again their good friend Mr. Great-heart took an

occasion to tell them what happened there when Christian

himself went by.* So he had them first to the spring : Lo,

*aith he, this is the spring that Christian drank of before he

* Part i. p. 61—64.
(i) The dreadful falls and awful deaths of some professors are often

.iiade notorious, for a warning to others; and to put them upon tbeir

guard against superficial, slothful, and presumptuous men, who fra.w oside

many from the holy ways of God. The name- of the per^cu: tiiuf? de-
luded show the reasons why men listen to deceivers; for tiiese are only
the occasions of their turning- -aside, the cause lies in the concealed It-jts of
their cv/n hearts. The trausition is very easy from orthodox notions and
profession without experience, to false and loose sentiments, and then to

open ungodliness.

These lines are here inserted under a plate :

—

Behold here how the slothful are a sign

Hung up 'cause holy ways they did decline:
See here too, how the child doth play the man,
And weak grow strong, when Great-heart leads the vbc.

Kk 22* •
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went up this hill ; and then it was clear and good, but now it

is dirty with the feet of some, that are not desirous that Pil-

grims here should quench their thirst.* Thereat Mercy said,

^ And why so envious, trow ?' But said the guide, it will do, it

taken up and put into a vessel that is sweet and good ; for then

the dirt will sink to the bottom, and the water come out by

itself more clear. Thus therefore Christiana and her com-
puiions were compelled to do. They took it up, and put it

into an earthen pot, and so let it stand till the dirt was gone to

the bottom, and then they drank thereof. (A:)

Next he showed then the two by-ways that were at the foot

3f the hill, where Formality and Hypocrisy lost themselves.
' And,* said he, ' these are dangerous paths : two were here

cast away when Christina came by. And although you sec

these ways are since stopped up with chains, posts, and a ditch,

v^et there are they that will choose to adventure here, rather

fhan take the pains to go up this hill.'

Chr. " The way of transgressors is hard :"t it is a wonder
.hat they can get into those ways without danger of breaking

heir necks.

Gr.-H. They will venture
;
yea, if at any time any of the

King's servants do happen to see them, and iloth call upon
iJiem, and tell them, that they are in the wrong ways, and do

bid them beware of the danger, then they railingly return them
mswer, and say, '* As for the word th it thou hast spoken unto

us in the name of the King, we will not hearken unto thee ; but

vve will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth out of our mouth."!
Nay, if you look a little further, you shall see that these ways
are made cautionary enough, not only by these posts, and ditch,

ipd chain, but also by being hedged up'; yet they will choose
"0 go there* (I)

* Ezek. xxxiv. 18. t Prov. xiii. 15. X J^''- ^^^^- ^^' ^^•

(k) This passage shows, that the preaching of Ike gospel was especially

atended by the springy in the former part of the work. Since that had
been published, the author had ^vitnessed a departure from the simplicity

jfthe gospel, as it has beea before observed.* This might l^e doae unad-
-.nsedly in those immediately concerned ; but it originated from the devi-

ces of evil men, and the subtlety of Satan. They, howerer, who honestly

ind carefully aimed to distinguish between the precrous and the vile,

might separate the corrupt part from the truths of God, and from the lat-

.er derive comfort and establishment.

(I) The express declarations, commandments and warnings of Scripture

;

and the heaxt-searching doctrine and distinguishing application of faitbfui

# * Note (k) p. 227.
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CAr. They are idle ; they love not to take pains ; up-hill

way is unpleasant to them. So it is fulfilled unto them as it is

written.—" The way of the slothful man is as an hedge of

thorns."* Yea, they will rather choose to walk upon a snare,

than to go up this hill, and the rest of this way to the City.

Then they set forward, and begun to go up the hill, and up
the hill they went ; but before they got up to the 'op, Chris-

tiana began to p mt, and said, ( dare say this is a breathing hill
;

no marvel if they that love their ease more than their souls,

choose to themselves a smoother way. Then said Mercy, I

must sit down ; also the least of the children began to cry :

Come, come, said Great-heart, sit not down here, for a little

above is the Prince's arbour. Then he took the little boy by
the hand, and led him thereto.

When they were come to the arbour, they were very wil-

ling to sit down, for they were all in a pelting heat. Then said

Mercy, how sweet is rest to them that labour \\ And how good
is the Prince of Pilgrims, to provide such resting places for

them I Of this arbour I have heard much ; but 1 never saw it

before. But here let us beware of sleeping : for, as I have
heard that it cost poor Christian dear.

Then said Mr. Great-heart to the little ones. Come, my
pretty boys, how do you do ? What think you now of goin^g on
pilgrimage? * Sir,' said the least, ' I was almost beat out of

heart ; but I thank you for lending me a hand at my need. And
I remember now what my mother hath told me, namely, That
the way to heaven is as a ladder, and the way to hell is as down
a hill. But I had rather go up the ladder to life, than down
the hill to death.'

Then said Mercy, ' But the proverb is, To go down the hill in

eas?/ ;' but James said, (for that was his name,) 'The day is

coming, when, in my opinion, going down the hill will be the

hardest of all.' ' 'Tis a good boy,' said his master, ' thou hast

given her a right answer.' Then Mercy smiled, but the little

boy did blush.

* Prov. XV. 19, i- Matt. xi. 28.

ministers, sufficiently hed^e up all those by-ways, into which professors

are tempted' to turn aside : but carnal self-love, and desire of ease to the

flesh, (which always opposes its own crucifixion,) induce numbers to break
through all obstacles, and to risk their eternal interests, rather than deny
themselves, and endure hardship in the way to heaven. Nor will teachers

be wanting to flatter tham with the hope of being saved hy notionally be-

lieving certain doctrines, while they praciicalli/ trea^t the whole w^rd c&

'God .as a lie i
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* Come,' said Christiana, * will you eat a bit to sweeten your
mouths, while you sit here to rest your legs ? For I have here

a piece of pomegranate, which Mr. Interpreter put into my
hand just when I came out of his doors ; he gave me also a

piece of an honey-comb, and a little bottle of spirits.' * I

thought he gave you something,' said Mercy, * because he called

you aside.' * Yes, so he did,' said the other. ' But,' said

Christiana, * it shall be still as I s;iid it should, when at first yvc

came from home : thou shalt be a sharer in all the good thit 1

have, because thou so willingly didst become my companica."

Then she gave to them, and they did eat, both Mercy and the?

boys. And said Christiana to Mr. Great-heart, ' Sir, will you
do as we ?' But he answered, ' You are going on pilgrimnge.

and presently 1 shall return : much good may what you liuve

do to you. At homt^ I eat the same every day.'

Now when they h,»d eaten and drunk, and had chatted a little

longer, their guide said to them, ' 1 he day wears aAvay ; ifyou
ihink good, let us prepare to be going.' So they got up to go.

and the little boys went before : but Christiana forgot to take

her bottle of spirits with her ; so she sent her little boy back

to fetch it. Then said Mercy, ' 1 think this is a losing place.

Here Christian lost his roll ; and here Christiana left her bottle

behind her : Sir, what is the cause of this ?' So their guidr

made answer, and said, * The cause is sleep or forgetfuhiess ;

some sleep when they should keep awake, and some forget

when they should remember ; and this is the very cause, wh}
ot\en at the resting places some Pilgrims in some things come
off losers. Pilgrims should watch and remember what they

have already received under their greatest enjoyments ; but

for want of doing so, oftentimes their rejoicing ends in tears^

and their sun-shine in a cloud :-—witness the story of Christian

at this place.'

When they were come to the place where Mistrust and

Timorous met Christian, to persuade him to go back for fear

of the lions, they perceived as it were a stage, and before it,

towards the road, a broad plate, with a copy of verses written

thereon, and underneath, the reason of raising up of that stage

in that place rendered. The verses were

—

* Let him that sees that Sta°;e, take heed
Upon his heart and tongue

:

Lest if he do not, here he speed
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The words underneath the verses were, ' This stage was
built to punish such upon, who, through timcrousness or mis-

trusty shall be afraid to go further on pilgrimage . also on this

stage both Mistrust and Timorous were burnt through the

tongue with a hot iron, for endeavouring to hinder Christian on

on his journey.'

Then said Mercy, This is much like to the saying of the

Beloved, " What shall be given unto thee ; or what shall be

done unto thee, thou false tongue ? sharp arrows of the mighty,

with coals of juniper."* (7/2)

So they went on till they came within sight of the lions.

t

Xow Mr. Great-heart was a strong man, so he was not afraid

of a lion ; but yet when they were come up to the place where
the lions were, the boys that went before were glad to cringe

behind, for they were afraid of the lions . so they stept back

and went behind. At this, their guide smiled, and said, 'How
now, my boys, do you love to go before when no danger doth

approach, and love to come behind so soon as the hons appear 1'

Now as they went on, Mr. Great-heart drew his sword, with

intent to make a way for the Pilgrims m spite of the lions.

Then there appeared one, that it seems had taken upon him to

back the lions : and he said to the Pilgrims' guide, ' What is

the cause of your coming hither V Now the name of that man
was Grim, or Bloody-man, because of his slaying of Pilgrims

;

and he was of the race of the giants.

Then said the Pdgrims' guide, ' These women and children

are going on pilgrimage ; and this is the way they must go, and

go it they shall, in spite of thee and the lions.'

Grim. This is not their way, neither shall they go therein.

I am come forth to withstand them, and to that end will back
the lions.

'

Now, to say the truth, by reason of the fierceness of the

lions, and of the grim carriage of him that did back them, this

* Psa. cxx. 3, 4. t Part i. p. 66,

(j7i) The word David signifies Beloved'. We should be very cautious

not to spsak any thing, which may discoura2:e such as seem disposed to a

religious life ; lest we should be found to have abetted that enemy, who
spares no pains to seduce them back agam into the world. Even the un-

believing fears and complaints of weak and tempted Christians should be
repressed before persons of this description : how great then will be the

guilt of those who alifle their own convictions, and act contrary to their

conscience, from fear of reproach or persecution, and then employ them-

feelve* in dissuadin* otlxers from servings God

!
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way had of late lain much unoccupied, and was almost all grown
over with grass.

Then said Christiana, * Though the highways have been un-
occupied heretofore, and though the travellers have been made
in times past to walk through by-paths, it must not be so now
I am risen, " Now I am risen a mother in Israel."*

Then he swore by the lions, but it should : and thereibre
bid them turn aside, for they should not have passage there.

But their guide made first his approach unto Grim, and laid so

heavily on him with his sword, that he forced him to retreat.

Then said he that attempted to back the bona, ' Will you
slay me upon mine own ground ?'

Gr.-H, It is the King's highway that we are in, and in this

way it is that thou hast placed the lions ; but these wompn and
these children, tliough weak, shall hold oci their way in spite of

the lions. And with that he gave him a downright blow and
brought him upon his knees. With this blow also he broke
his helmet, and with the next he cut oflf an arm. Then did the

giant roar so hideously that his voice frighted the women
; and

yet they were glsd to see him lie sprawling on the ground.—

-

Now the lions were chained, and so of themselves could do no-

thing. Wherefore, when oW Grim, that intended to back them,

was dead, Great-heart said to the Pilgrims, * Come now, and

follow me, and no hurt shall happen to you from the lions.'

They therefore went on, but the women trembled as the}'

passed by them ; the boys also looked as if they would die, but

they all got by without further hurt. («)

* Judges V. 6, 7.

(n) It IS not very easy to determine the precise idea of the author, m
each of the Giants, who assault the Pilo^rims, and a re slain by the con-

ductor and his assistants. Some have supposed that unbelief is here

meant : but Grim, or Bloody-man, seems not to be apposite namei. for this

inward foe ; nor can it be conceived that unbelief should more violently

assault those, who are under the care of a valiant conductor, than it had
done the solitary Pilgrims. I apprehend, therelore, that this Giant was
intended for the emblem of certain active men, who busied themselves in

framing and executing persecuting statutes ; which was done at the time
when this was written more violently than it had been before. Thus the

temptation to fear man, which at all times assaults the believer, when re-

quired to make an open profession of his faith, was exceedingly increaaed .

and, as heavy fines and severe penalties, in accession to reproach and con-

tempt, deterred men from joining themselves in communion with dis-

senting churches, that way was almost unoccupied, and the travellers went
through by-paths, according to the author's sentiments on the subject,—
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Now, when they were within sight of the Porter's lodge,

they soon came up unto it ; but tliey made the more haste after

this to go thither, because it is dangerous traveUing there in

the night. So when they were come to the gate, the guide

knocked, and the porter cried, ' Who is there ?' But as soon as

the guide had said, * It is I,' he knew his voice, and came down ;

for the guide had oft before that come thither as a conductor of

Pilgrims. When he was come down, he opened the gate, and,

seeing the guide standingjust before it, (for he saw not the wo-
men, for they were behind him,) he said unto him, ' How now,
Mr. Great-heart, what is your business here so late at night ?'

' I have brought,' said he, ' some Pilgrims hither, where, by my
Lord's commandment, they must lodge. I had been here some
time ago, had I not been opposed by the giant that used to back

the lions. But I, after a long and tedious combat with him,

have cut him ofl", and have brought the Pilgrims hitlier in

safet)-.'

For. Will not you go in, and stay till morning ?

. Gr.-H. No. I will return to my Lord to-night.

Chr. Oh, Sir, I know not how to be willing you should leave

IS in our pilgrimage, you have been so faithful and so loving to

as, you have fought so stoutly for us, you have been so hearty

m counselling of us, that I shall never forget your favour to-

wards us.

Then said Mercy, ' O, that we might have thy company to

our journey's end ! How can such poor women as we hold out

in a way so full of troubles as this way is, without a friend or

defender ?'

Then said James, the youngest of the boys, ' Pray, Sir, be
persuaded to go with us and help us, because we are so weak,
and the way so dangerous as it is.'

Gr.-H. 1 am at my Lord's commandment : if he shall allot

me to be your guide quite through, I will willingly wait upon

But the preaching of the gospel, by which the ministers of Christ -wielJieil

the sword of the Spirit, overcame this enemy : for the example and ex-
hortations of such courageous combatants animated even weak believers

to OTercome their fears, and to act according to their consciences, leaving
the event to God. This seems to have been the author's meaning ; and
perhaps he also intended to encourage his brethren boldly to persevere in

resisting such persecuting statutes, confiJently expecting that they should
prevail for the repeal of them ; by which, as by the death of the Giant,
the Pilgrims might be freed from additional terror, in acting consistently

with their avowed principles.
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you. But here you failed at first ; for when he bid me comf
thus far with you, then you should have begged me of himtr
have gone quite through with you, and he would have grantee*

your request, (o) However, at present I must withdraw ; anc'

so, good Christiana, Mercy, and my brave children, adieu.

Then the Porter, Mr. Watchful, asked Christiana of her

country, and of her kindred : and she said, * I came from the

city of Destruction ; I am a widow-woman, and my husband
is dead, his name was Christian, the Pilgrim.' ' How !' said

the porter, ' was he your husband ?' * Yes,' said she, ' and these

are his children ; and this, (pointing to Mercy,) is one of my
town's-women.' Then the porter rang his bell, as at such time

he is wont, and there came to the door one of the damsels,

whose name was Humble-mind. And to her the porter said,

* Go tell it within, that Christiana, the wife of Christian, and

her children, are come hither on pilgrimage.' She went in,

therefore, and told it. But, oh, what noise for gladness was
there, when the damsel did but drop that out of her mouth 1

So they came with haste to the porter, for Christiana stood

still at the door. Then some of the most grave said unto her,

* Come in Christiana, come in, thou wife of that good man,

come in, thou blessed woman, come in, with all that are with

thee.' So she went in, and they followed her that were her

children and her companions. Now when they were gone in.

they were had into a large room, and bid to sit down : so they

sat down, and the chief of the house were called to see and wel-

come the guests. Then they came in, and, understanding who
they were,, did salute each other with a kiss, and said, ' Wel-

come, ye vessels of the grace of God, welcome unto us who are

your faithful friends.' [p)

(o) We are repeatedly reminded, Tvith ^rreat propriety, that we ought

to be very particular and explicit in our prayers, especially in every thing

pertaining to cur spiritual advantage. The removal of faithful ministers,

cr the fear of losing them, may often remind Christians that ' here they

have failed :' they have not sufficiendy valued and prayed for them ; or,

making sore of their continuance, from apparent probabilities, they have
not made that the subject of their peculiar requests, and therefore arere
buked by the loiss of them.

(p) " Angels rejoice over one sinner that repenteth ;" and all, who truly

love the Lord, will gladly welcome such as appear to be true believers,

into their most endeared fellowship : yet there are certain individuals,

who, being related to those that have greatly interested their hearts, or

having long been remeD bered in their prayers, are welcomed with singu-

lar iov and satisfaction, and whose professed faith animates them in a pe-

culiar manner.
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Now, because it was somewhat late, and because the Pil

grims were weary with their journey, and also made fhint with

the sight of the fight, and the terrible lions, they desired as

soon as might be, to prepare to go to rest. ' Nay,' said those of

the family, * refresh yourselves with a morsel ofmeat :' for they

had prepared for them a lamb, with the accustomed sauce

thereto.* (q) For the porter had heard before of their coming,

and had told it to them within. So when they had supped,

and ended their prayer with a psalm, they desired they might

go to rest. ' But let us,' said Christiana, ' if we may be so bold

as to choose, be in that chamber that was my husband's, when
he W'^s here.' So they had them wp thither, and they all lay

in a room. When they were at rest, Christiana and Mercy
entered into discourse about things that wer? convenient.

Chr. Little did I think once, when my husband went on pil-

grimage, that I should ever have followed him.

Mer. And you as little thought of lying in his bed, and in his

chamber to rest, as you do now. (r)

Chr. And much less did 1 ever think of seeing his face with

comfort, and of worshipping the Lord the King with him ; and

yet now I believe I shall

!

Mer. Hark, don't you hear a noise ?

* Exod. xii. 3. John i. 29.

(g) The passover was a prefiguration of the sufferings of Christ, and
the believer's acceptance of him ; of his professed reliance on the atoning

i&crifice, preservation from wrath, and the deliverance from the bondage
of Satan, to set out on his heavenly pilgrimage. And the Lord's supper.

is a commemorative ordinance of a similar import ; representing the body
©f Christ broken for our sins, and his blood shed for us ; the application

of these blessings to our souls by faith, the profession of this faith and of

love to him and his people,' influencing us to devoted self-denying obedi-

ence: and the effects which follow from thus 'feeding on Christ in our

hearts by faith with thanksgiving,' in strengthening us for every conflict

and service to which we are called. "The uuieaven^d bread of sincerity

and truth," and " the bitter herbs" of godly sorrow, deep repentance, mor-
tification of sin, and bearing the Cross, acconipany the spiritual feast ; and
even render it more relishing to the true believer, as endearing to him
Christ and his salvation.

(r) A marginal note here says, ' Christ's bosom is for all Pilgrims.' The
sweet peace arising from calm confidence in the Saviour, the consolations

of his Spirit, submission to his will, and the cheerful obedience of fervent

love, gives rest to the soul, as if we -were reclining on his bosom with the

beloved disciple.*

* Fart i. p. 74.
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;

Chr. Yes, 'tis, as I believe, a noise of music for joy that we
arc Lere.

Mer. Wonderful ! Music in the house, music in the heart,

and music also in heaven, for joy that we are here.

Thus they talked awhile, and then betook themselves to

sleep. So in the morning when they were awaked, Christiana

said to Mercy, * What was the matter that you did laugh in your
sleep to-night? I suppose you was in a drearn.'

Mer. So I was, and a sweet dream it was ; but are you sure

I laughed ?

Chr. Yes ; you laughed heartily ; but pr'ythee, Mercy, tell

me thy dream.

Mer. I was a dreammg that I sat all alone in a solitary place,

and was bemoaning of the hardness of my heart. Now 1 had
not sat there long, but methought many were gathered about

me to see me, and to hear what it was that I said. So they

hearkened, and 1 went on bemoaning the hardness of my heart.

At this, somii of them laughed at me, some called me fool, and

some began to thrust me about. With that, methought I looked

up, and saw one coming with wings towards me. So he came
directly to me, and said, 'Mercy, what aileth thee?' Now
when he had heard me make my complaint, he said, * Peace be

to thee :' He also wiped mine eyes with his handkerchief, and

clad me in silver and gold. He put a chain up6n my neck, and

ear-rings in mine ears, and a beautiful crown upon my head.*

Then ho took me by the hand, md said, 'Mercy, come after

me.' So he went up, and I followed, till we came at a golden

gate. Then he knocked : and, when they within had opened,

the man went in, and 1 followed him up to a throne, upon
which ono sat, and he said to me, ' Welcome, daughter.' The
place looked bright and twinkling, like the stars, or rather like

the sun, and I thought that I saw your husband there. So I

awok" from my dream. But did i laugh ?

Chr. Laugh ! ay, and well you njight, to see yourself so well

For you must give me leave to tell you, that it was a good
dream ; and that as you have begun to find the first part true,

so you shall find the second at last, (s) " God speaks once,

* Ezek. xvi. 8—13.
(js) They who feel and lament the hardness of their hearts, and earnest-

ly pray that they may be humbled, softened, and filled with the love
of Chri'^t, may be assured that their sorrow shall be turned into joy :

tho'a»h they must expect to be ridiculed by such as k>ii>w not their own
hearts, The assurance, that the dream should be accomplished, is ground
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yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not ; in a dream, in a vision

of the night, when deep sleep falleth upon men, in slumbering

upon the bed."* We need not, when in bed, to lie awake to talk

with God ; he can visit us while we sleep, and cause us then to

hear his voice. Our heart oft-times wakes when we sleep
;

and God can speak to that, either by words, by proverbs, by
signs and similitudes, as well as if one was awake.

Mer. Well, I am glad of my dream, for I hope ere long to

see it fulfilled, to the making me laugh agam.

Chr. I think it is now high time to rise, and to know what
we must do,

Mer. Pray, if they advise us to stay a while, let us willingly

accept of the proffer. I am the willinger to stay a while here»

to grow better acquainted with these maids ; methinks Pru-

dence, Piety, and Charity have very comely and sober coun-

tenances.

Chr. We shall see what they will do.—So when they were
up and ready, they came down, and they asked one another of

their rest, and if it was comfortable or not.

* Very good,' said Mercy, ' it was one of the best night's

lodgings that ever I had in my life.'

Then said Prudence and Piety, if you will be persuaded to

stay here a while, you shall have what the house will afford.

' Ay, and that with a very good will,' said Charity.—So they
consented, and staid there about a month or above, and became
very profitable one to another. And, because Prudence
would see how Christiana had brought up her children, she
asked leave of her to catechise them : so she gave her free
consent. Then she began with the youngest, whose Ucuno was
James. And she said, ' Come, James, canst thou tell me who
made thee ?'

Jam. God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Ghost.

Pr. Good boy. And canst thou tell who saved thee ?

Jam. God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy
Ghost.

Pr. Good boy still. But how doth God the Father save
thee ?

* Job. xxxiii. 14—16.
ed on the effects produced upon Mercy's heart ; and there is no danger
of delusion, when so scriptural an encouragement is inferred even frojn j»

dreamu
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Jam. By his grace, (t)

Pr. How doth God the Son save thee ?

Jam. By his righteousness, and blood, and death, and life.

Pr, And how doth God the Holy Ghost save thee ?

Jam. By his illunJnation, by his renovation, and by his pre-
servation.

Then said Prudence to Christiana, * You are to be com-
mended for thus bringing up your children. I suppose 1 need
•joi ask the rest these questions, since the youngest of them can
answer them so well. I will theretore now apply myself to
the next youngest.'

Then she said, ' Come, Joseph, (for his name was Joseph,)
will you let me catechise you V

Jos. With all my heart.

Pr. 'Vhat is man ?

Jos. A reasonable creature, made so by God, as my brother
said.

Pr. What is supposed by this word saved ?

Jos. That man by sin has brought himself into a state of
captivity and misery.

Pr. What is supposed by his being saved by the Trinity ?

JCo. That elc is so great and mighty a tyrant, that none can

pull us out of its clutches, but God ; and that God is so good
and loving to man, as to pull him indeed out of this miserable

state.

Pr. What is God's design in saving poor man ?

Jos. The glorifying of his name, of his grace, and justice, &c.

and the everlasting happiness of his creature.

Pr. Who are they that must be saved ?

Jos. Those that accept of his salvation, (u)

(f)
Grace, in this connexion, si;^ifies unmerited mercy or favour, from

which all the blessing of salvation flow. The Father freely gave his Sou
to be our Redeemer, and now freely commimicates his Spirit, throug^h the

merits and mediation of the Son, to be our Sanctifier ; and thus, witli

Christ, he freely gives all thinsfs to ^boss, who are enabled truly to believe

in hira. Their- .ortanL, but much neglected duty of catechising children

is here very properly inculcated ; without attention to which, the minis-

ter's labours, both in public preaching and private instruction, will be un-

derstood in a very imperfect degree ; and any revival of religion that

lakes place, will probably die with the generation to which it is vouch-

safed.

(n) The young pupil is not here taught to answer systematically, ' All

thy elect :' but practically. ' Those that accept of his salvation.' This is

perfectly consistent with tiie other ; but it is suited to instruct and en-
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Pr. Good boy, Joseph ; thy mother hath taught thee well;

and thou hast hearkened to what she has said unto thee.

Then said Prudence to Samuel, (who was the eldest son but

one,) ' Come, Samuel, are you willing that I should catechise

you also V
Sam. Yes, forsooth, if you please.

Pr. What is heaven ?

Sam. A place and state moSt blessed, because Ged <iw€Ueth
there.

Pr. What is hell ?

Sam. A place and state most woful, because it is the dwell-

ing-place of sin, the devil, and death.

Pr. Why wouldest thou go to heaven ?

Sam. That I may see God, and serve him without weariness
^

that I may see Christ, and love him everlastingly ; that I may
have that fulness of the Holy Spirit in me, that I can by ne
means here enjoy.

Pr. A very good boy, and one that hds learned well.—Then
she addressed herself to the eldest, whose name was Matthew i

and she said to him, 'Come, Matthew, shall 1 also catechise

you V
Mat. With a very good will.

Pr. I ask, then, if there was ever any thing that had a being

antecedent to, or before God ?

Mat. No ; for God is eternal ; nor is there any thing, ex-

cepting himself, that had a being until the beginning of the first

day :
" For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, tho

sea, and all that in them is."

Pr. What do you think of the Bible ?

Mat. It is the holy wonl of God.

Pr. Is there nothing written therein but what you under-
stand ?

Mat. Yes, a great deal.

Pr. What do yon do when you meet with places therein that

you do not understand ?

cours^e the learner who would be perplexed, stumbled, or misled by t^ie

other view of the same truth. Thus our Lord observed to his disciples,

"1 have many things to say unto you. but ye cannot bear them now ;"

and Paul fed the Corinthians, " with milk, and not with meat ; for they
were not able to bear it.'* How beneficial would a portion of the same
heavenly wisdom prove to the modem friends of evangelical truth ! And
Jiow absurd is it to teach the hardest lessoua to the youngest scholars in Ihye

jKihool of Chdsl.
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Mat. I think God is wiser than I. {w) I pray also that he
will please to let me know all therein, that he knows will be
for my good.

Pr. How believe you as touching the resurrection of the

dead ?

Mat. I believe they shall rise, the same that was buried
;

the same in nature though not in corruption. And I believe

this upon a double account :—First, because God has promised
it :—Secondly, because he is able to perform it.

Then said Prudence to the boys, ' You must still hearken to

your mother, for she can learn you more. You must also dili-

gently give ear to what good talk you shall hear from others :

for your sakes do they speak good things. Observe also, and
that with carefulness, what the heavens and the earth do teach

you ; but especially be n;iuch in the meditation of that Book,
that was the cause of your fathers becoming a Pilgrim. I, for

my part, my children, will teach you what I c;m while you are

here, and shall iKi glad if you will ask me questions that tend

to godly edifykig.

Now by that these Pilgrims had been at this place a week,
Mercy had a visiter that pretended some good will unto her,

and his name was Mr. Brisk, a man of some breeding, and that

pretended to rehgion ; but a man that stuck very close to the

world. So he came once or twice, or more, to Mercy, and of-

fered love unto her.—Now Mercy was of a fair countenance,

and therefore the more alluring. Her mmd also was, to be

always busying of herself in doing ; for when she had nothing

to do for herself, she would be making of hose and garments

for others, and would bestow them upon them that had need.

And Mr. Brisk, not knowing where or how she disposed of

what she made, seemed to be greatly taken, for that he found

(w) We ought not to think ourselves capable of comprehending all the

mysteries of revelation, or informed of ail that can be known concerning'

them: yet we should not make our incapacity a reason for ueglectinf^

those parts uf Scripture, which we do not at present understand : but,

uniting humble diligence with fervent prayers, we should wait for fur-

ther light and knowledge, in all things conducive to oiir good. There
may be many parts of Scripture, which would not be useful to us, if we
«ould understand them ; though they have been, are, or will be useful to

others; and our inability to discover the meaning of these passages may
teach OS h^imility, and submission to the decisions of- our infallible In-

itractor.
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her never idle. I will warrant her a good housewife,* quoth

he to himself, (x)

Mercy then revealed the husiness to the maidens that were
of the house, and inquired of them concerning him, for they

did know him better than she. So they told her, that he was
a very busy young man, and one that pretended to religion

;

but was, as they feared, a stranger to the power of that which
is good.

' Nay, then,' said Mercy, ' I will look no more on him ; for I

purpose never to have a clog to my soul.'

Prudence then replied, that there needed no great matter

of discouragement to be given to him ; for continuing so, as

she had begun, to do for the poor, would quickly cool his

courage.

So the next time he comes he finds her at her old work, a

making of things for the. poor. Then, said he, ' What, always

at it?' ' Yes,' said she, ' either for myself or others.' * And
what cai^st thou earn a day ?' quoth he. ' 1 do these things,'

said she, " that I may be rich in good works, laying a good
foundation aguinst the time to come, that I may lay hold of eter-

nal life."* * Why, pr'ythee, what dost thou do with them?'
said he. ' Clothe the naked,' said she. With that his coun-

tenance fell. So he forebore to come at her again. And when
he was asked the reason why, he said, that ' Mercy was a pret-

ty lass, but troubled with ill conditions.'

When he had left her. Prudence said, ' Did I not tell thee,

that Mr. Brisk would soon forsake thee ? yea, he will raise up
an ill report of thee : for, notwithstanding his pretence to re-

ligion, and his seeming love to Mercy, yet mercy and he are of

* 1 Tim. vi. 17—19.
(x) Desi^in* men will often assume an appearance of religion, in or-

Jer to insinuate themselves into the affections of such pious young women,
as are on some accouats agreeable to them ; and thus many are drawn
into a most dangerous snare. This incident therefore is very properly in-

troduced, and is replete with instruction. At the same time an important
intimation is given, concerning the manner in which those, who are not

taken up with the care of a family, may profitably employ their time,

adorn the gospel, and be useful iu the church and the community. It is

much better to imitate Dorcas, who '' through faith obtamed a good re-

port,** in making garments for the poor ; than to waste time and money ia

frivolous amusements, or needless decorations ; or even in the more ele-

gant &ad fashionable aocomplishments.
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tempers so diflferent, that I beliere they will never come toge-

ther.' (y)
Mer, I might have had husbands before now, though I spoke

not of it to any ; but they were such as did not like my condi-

tions, though never did any of them find fault with my person.

So they and I could not agree.

Pr. Mercy in our days is little set by, any further than as to

its name: the practice, which is set forth by the conditions,

there are but few that can abide.

Well, said Mercy, if nobody will have me I will die a maid,

or my conditions shall be to me as a husband ; for I cannot

change my nature : and to have one that lies cross to me in

this, that 1 purpose never to admit of as long as 1 live. I had

a sister, named Bountiful, married to one of these churls : but

he and she could never agree ; but, because my sister was re-

solved to do as she had begun, that is, to show kindness to the

poor, therefore her husband tirst cried her down at the cross,

and then turned her out of his doors.

Pr. And yet he was a professor, I warrant you.

Aler Yes, such a one as he was, and of such as the world is

now full : but 1 am for none of them all.

Now Matthew, the eldest son of Christiana, fell sick, and his

sickness was sore upon him, for he was much pained in his

(y) Young people oue^ht not wholly to follow their own judgments in

this moat important concern, on which the comfort and usefulness of their

whole future lives m a great measure depend : and yet it is equally dan-
gerous to advise with improper counsellors. The names of the maidens of
the house, show what kind of persons should be consulted: and, when
such friends are of opinion that there is danger of a clog, mstead of a helper^

in the way to heaven, all who love their own souls, will speedily deter-

mine to reject the proposal, however agreeable in all other respects. The
apostolical rule, ••' Only in the Lord," is absolute : The most upright

and cautious may indeed be deceived; but they, who neglect to ask, or
refuse to take counsel, will be sure to smart for their folly, if they be in-

deed the children of God. An unbelieving partner must be -a continual
source of anxiety and uneasiness ; a thorn in the side ; and an hindrance to

all family religion, and the pious education of children, who generally ad-
here to the maxims and practices of the ungodly party. Nothing tends
more than such marriages, to induce a declining state of religion ; or in-

deed more plainly shows that it is already in a very unprosperous state.

But, when Christians plainly avow their principles, purposes, and rules of
conduct, they may commonly detect and shake off such selfish pretenders

:

while the attempts made to injure their characters, will do them no ma-
terial detriment, and will render them the more thankful for haviag; <e»»

^,
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bowels, so that he was with it, at times, pulled, as it were, both

ends together. There dwelt also not far from thence, one Mr.

Skill, an ancient and well-approved physician. So Christiana

desired it, and they sent for him, and he came : when he was

entered the room, and had a little observed the boy, he con-

cluded that he was sick of the gripes. Then he said to his

mother, ' What diet hath Matthew of late fed upon ?' ' Diet,'

said Christiana, ' Nothing but what is wholesome.' The phy-

sician answered, * This boy has been tampering with something

that lies in his maw undigested, and that will not away without

means. And I tell you he must be purged, or else he will die.'

Then said Samuel, ' Mother, what was thift which my bro-

ther did gather and eat, so soon as we were come from the gate

that is at the head of this way ? You know that there was an

orchard on the left hand, on the other side of the wall, and

some of the trees hung over the wall, and my brother did pluck

and did eat.'

\' True, my child,' said Christiana, * he did take thereof, and

did eat ; naughty boy as he was ; I chid him, and yet he would
eat thereof.'

Skill. I knew he had eaten something that was not whole-

some food ; and that food, to wit, that fniit, is even the most

hurtful of all. It is the fruit of Beelzebub's orchard. I do

marvel that none did warn you of it ; many have died thereof.

Then Christiana began t# cry ; and she said, * O naughty

boy ! and O careless mother ! what shall I do for my son ?' (z)

Skill. Come, do not be too dejected ; the boy may do weU
again, but he must purge and vomit.

Chr. Pray, sir, try the utmost of your skill with him, what-
ever it costs.

(z) Sin, heedlessly or wilfully committed, after the Lord has spoken
peace to our souls, often produces great distress loug afterward ; and some-
times darkness and discouragement oppress the mind, when the special

cause of them is not immediately recollected : for we have grieved the
Holy Spirit and he withholds his consolations. In this case we should
adopt the prayeV of Job, " Do not condemn me ; show me wherefore thou
contendest with me :" and this inquiry will often be answered by the dis-

course of skilful ministers, and the faithtul admonitions of our fellow
Christians. When hopeful professors are greatly cast down, it is not wise
to administer cordials to them immediately : but to propose questions as

may lead to a discovery of the concealed cause of their distress. Thus it

will often be found, that they have been tampering with forbidden fruit

;

which discovery may tend to their humiliation, and produce a similar ef-

fect on those who have neglected their duty, by suiTering others to sin"

iiathout warning or reproof. JVIm

^m
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Skill. Nay, I hope I shall be reasonable.—So he made him
a purge, but it was too weak ; it was said, it was made of the

blood of a goat, the ashes of a heifer, and with some of the juice

of hyssop, &c.* When Mr. Skill had seen that that purge was
too weak, he made him one to the purpose ; it was made Ex
Came et Sanguine Clirisii :t (you know physicians give strange

medicines to their patients :) and it was made up into pills, with

a promise or two, and a proportionable quantity of salt. J Now
he was to take them three at a time, fasting, in a half a quarter

of a pmt of the tears of repeikance.§ When this potion was
prepared, and brought to the boy, he was loth to take it, though

torn with the gripes, as if he should be pulled in pieces.

* Come, come,' said the physician, * you must take it.' ' It goes

against my stomach,' said the boy. * I must have you take it,'

said his mother. ' 1 shall vomit it up again,' said the boy.
* Pray, sir,' said Christiana to Mr. Skill, ' how does it taste ?'

* It has no ill taste,' said the doctor ; and with that she touched

one of the pills with the tip of her tongue. • Oh, Matthew,'

said she, ' this potion is sweeter than honey. If thou lovest

thy mother, if thou lovest thy brothers, if thou lovest Mercy, if

thou lovest thy life, take it.' So with much ado. after a short

prayer for the blessing of God upon it, he took it, and it wrought
kindly with him. It caused him to purge, to sleep, and to rest

quietly ; it put him into a fine heat and breathing sweat, and

rid him of his gripes, (a) •

So in a little time he got up, and walked about with a staff,

* Heb. ix. 13, 19. x. 1—4. t John vi. 54—57. Heb. ix. 14.

:{: Mark ix. 49. $ Zech. xii 10.

. (a) To support the allegory, the author gives the Physician's prescrip-

tion in Latin ; but he adds in the margin, with admirable modesty. The
Latin I borrow.—" Without the shedding of blood, there is no remission of

sins," or true peace of conscience ; "the blood of bulls and goats cannot

take away sin :" nothing, therefore, can bring health and cure, in this case,

but tlie ' body and blood of Christ,' as broken and shed for our sins. These
blessings are made ours by faith exercised on the promises of God ; the

sanctifying grace of the Holy Spirit, which seasons our words and actions

as with salt, always connects with living faith ; and godly sorrow, working
genuine repentance, is renewed every time we look to the Saviour, whom
we have pierced by our recent offences, and of whom we again seek for-

giveness. The natural pride, stoutness, and unbelief of our hearts, render

us very reluctant to this humiliating method of recovering peace and spi-

ritual strength ; and this often prolongs our distre5s : yet nothing yields

more unalloyed comfort, than thus abasing ourselves before God, and re-

lying on his mercy through the atonement and mediation of his beloved
Son.
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and would go from room to room, and talk with Prudence, Pie-

ty, and and Charity, of his distemper, and how he was healed.

So when the boy was healed, Christiana asked Mr. Skill,

saying, * Sir, what will content 3'^ou for your pains and care to

me, and of my child V And he said, ' You must pay the Master
of the College of Physicians, according to rules made in that

case and provided.'*

But, sir, said she, what is this pill good for else ?

Skill. It is an universal pill ; it is good against all diseases

that Pilgrims are incident to ; and, when it is well prepared,

will keep good time out of mind.

Chr. Pray, sir, make me up twelve boxes of them ; for, if I

can get these, I will never take other physic.

Skill. These pills are good to prevent diseases, as well as to

cure when one is sick. Yea, I dare say it, and stand to it, that

if a man will but use this physic as he should, it will made him
live for ever.J But, good Christiana, thou must give these

pills no other way, but as I have prescribed : for if you do,

they will do no good. (6)—So he gave unto Christiana physic

for herself, and her boys, and for Mercy ; and bid Matthew
take heed how he ate any more green plumbs ; and kissed him,

and went his way
It was told you before, that Prudence bid the boys, that if at

any time they would, they should ask her some questions that

might be profitable, and she would say something to them.

Then Matthew, who had been sick, asked her, Why, for the

most part, physic should be bitter to our palates ?

Pr. To show how unwelcome the word of God, and the ef-

fects thereof, are to a carnal heart.

Mat. Why does physic, if it does good, purge, and cause to

vomit ?

Pr. To show, that the word, when it works effectually,

cleanseth the heart and mind. For, look, what the one doeth

to the body, the other doeth to the soul.

Mat. W^hat should we learn by seeing the flame of our fire

* Heb. xiii. 11—15. t John vi. 58.

(6) This hint ?hould be carefully noted. Numbers abuse the doctrine

of fre^alvation, by the ment and redemption of Christ, and presume on
forgiveness, wheu they are destitute ol g-enuine repentance, and srive uo
evidence of sanctification. But this most efficacious medicine in that ca*e

will * do no jjood ;" or rather the perverse abuse of it Avill increase tlicir

guilt, and tend to harden their hearts in sin.
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go upwards ? and by seeing the beams and sweet influences of

the sun strike downwards ?

Pr. By the going up of the fire, we are taught to ascend to

heaven, by fervent and hot desires. And by the sun's send-

ing his heat, beams, and sweet influences downwards, we are

taught that the Saviour of the world, though high, reaches

down with his grace and love to us below.

Mat. Where have the clouds their water ?

Pr. Out of the sea.

Mat. What may we learn from that ?

Pr. That ministers should fetch their doctrine from God.
Mat. Why do they empty themselves upon the earth ?

Pr. To show that ministers should give out what they know
of God to the world.

Mat. Why is the rainbow caused by the sun ?

Pr. To show, that the covenant of God's grace is confirmed

to us in Christ.

Mat. Why do the springs come from the sea to us through

the earth ?

Pr. To show, that the grace of God comes to us through the

Dody of Christ.

Mat. Why do some of the springs rise out of the top of high

hills?

Pr. To show, that the Spirit of grace shall spring up in

some that are great and mighty, as well as in many that are

poor and low.

Mat. Why doth the fire fasten upon the candle wick ?

Pr. To show, that, unless grace doth kindle upon the heart,

there will be no true light of life in us.

Mat. Why is the wick, and tallow, and all, spent, to main-

tain the light of the candle ?

Pr. To shmv, that body and soul, and nil, should be at the

service of, and spend themselves to maintain in good condition,

that grace of God that is in us. '

^

Mat. Why doth the pelican pierce her own breast with her

bill ?

Pr. To nourish her young ones with her blood, and thereby

to show that Christ the blessid so loveth his young, his pM)ple,

as to save them from death by bis blood.

Mat. What m ly one learn by hearing of the cock crow ?

Pr. Learn to remember Peter's sin and Peter's repentance.

The cock's crowing shows also, that day is coming on ; let
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then the crowing of the cock put thee in mind of that last and
terrible day ofjudgment.

Now about this time their month was out : wherefore they
signified to those of the house, that :: was convenient for them
to up and be going. Then said Jo-eph to his mother. ' it ii*

convenient that you forget not tosend to the house of Mr. In-

terpreter, to pr 1^ him to grant that Mr. Great-heart should be
sent unto us, that he may be our conductor, the rest of our

way.' * Good boy,' said she, * I had almost forgot.' So she

drew up a petition, and prayed Mr. Watchful, the porter, to

send it by some fit man, to her good friend Mr. Interpreter
;

who, when it was come, and he had Sv^en -he contents of the

petition, said to the messenger, * Go tell them that I will send

him.'(c)

When the f-mily, where Christiana was, saw that they had

a purpose to g> forward, they called the whole house together,

to give thanks to their King, tor sending of them such profita-

ble guests as these. Which done, they said unto Christiana.

* And shall we not show thee something according as our cus-

tom is to do to Pilgrims, on which thou mayest meditate when
thou art on the way ?' So they took Christiana, her children,

and Mercy, into the closet, and showed them one of the apples

that Eve ate of, and that she also did give to her husband, and

that for the eating of which they were both turned out of Para-

dise ; and asked her, * What she thought that was?' Then
Christiana said, ' it is food or poison, I know not which.' So
they opened the matter to her, and she held up her hands and

wondered.* (c?)

* Gen. iii. 1—6 Rom. rii. 24.

(c) This may be applied to the case of persons who are unavoidably
removed from those places, where they first made an open profe'sion of

the faith. The vigilant pastor, who can no longer watch for their souls',

will earnestly recommend them to the care of some other minister, and
join with them in prayer, that the same faithful services, or better, may
be rendered them by other servants of their common Lord.

(d) The nature of the first tra is^ession ; the ambiguous insmuations

by which the tempter seduced Eve, and by her, Adam ; the motives from
which they ate the forbidden fruit ; and the dreadful disappointment that

followed; with all loe ag-p-avation; and consequences of that most proli-

fic ofience, which contained in it, as in miniature and embryo, all future

sins, are very instructive and affectin;^ to the r 'ous mind. For the enemy
still proceeds against us, according- to the same general plan ;, suggesting

harl thoughts of Grou, doubts about the restrictions and thrca enings of

•his word, proud desires of independence or useless knowledge, hankcriugs

24
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Then they had her to a place and showed her Jacob's lad-

der. Now at that time there was some Angels ascending upon
it. So Christiana looked and looked to see the Angels go up

;

so did the rest of the company.* Then they were going into

anothei place, to show them something else : but James said to

his mother, ' Pray bid them stay a little longer, for this is a

curious sight.* So they turned again, and stood feeding their

eyes on this so pleasant a prospect, (c)—After this they had
them into a place where there did hang up a golden Anchor , so

they bid Christiana take it down ; for, said they, }ou sh;iii have
it with you, lor it is of absolute necessity that you should, that

you may lay hold of that within the veil, and stand steadfast in

case you should meet with turbulent weather : so they were
glad thereof.! (/) Then they took them, and had them to the

iuount upon which Abraham our father had offered up Isaac

his son, and showed them the altar, the wood, the fire, and the

knife ; for they remain to be seen to this very day. When
they had seen it, they held up their hands, »ad blessed thein-

selves, and said, * O what a man for love to his Master, and for

denial to himself, was Abraham !' After ^they had showed them
all these things, Prudence took them into a dining-room, where
stoofi a pair of excellent virginals ; so she played upon them,
and turned what she had showed them into this excellent song,

saying,

* Eve's apple we have showed you

;

Of that be you aware ;

You have seen Jacob's ladder too,

Upon which Angels are ;

* Gen. xxviii. 12. t Joel iii. 16. Heb. vi. 19.

after forbiddeu indulgence, and hopes of enjoying the pleasures of sin,

without feeling the puuishment denounced aj^ainst transgressors,

(e) Christ, in his person euad orfices, is the medium of communication
between heaven and ^arth, between God and man : by him sinners come
to God with acceptance, and God dwells with them and is glorified

;

through him they present their worship and services, and receive supplies

of all heavenly blessings ; and for his sake angels delight m '' ministering

to the heirs of salvation," as instruments of his providential care over them
and all then- concerns. This was represented or typ^fiod by Jacob's ladder.

(/) The hope of glory, or of the fulfilliiient of all God's promises to

our souls, is the golden .4/ic/ior, by whicli we must be kejtt stedfast in the

faitii, and encouraged to at ide m our proper station, amidst the storms of

temptation, affliction, and jiersecutaon. This it will ceriamly effect ; pio-

Tided it be genuine and living, grounded on the wurl of God, springing

from faith in his "^on, warranted by the experience of his grace, and ac-

companied by prevailing desires of a holy felicity, in the presence, favour,

and service of the Lord.
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An Anchor you received have ;

But let not this sufl&ce

,

Until with Abra'am you have gave
Your best of sacrifice.

Now about this time one knocked at the door : so the porter

opened, and, behold, Mr. Great-heart was there ! But when
he was come in, what joy was there ! for it came now fresh

again into their minds, how but a while ago he had slain old

Grim Bloody-man the giant, and had deliyered them from the

lions.

1 hen said Mr. Great-heart to Christiana, and to Mercy,
* My Lord hath sent each of you a bottle of wine, and also

some parched corn, together with a couple of pomegranates
;

he also hath sent the boys some figs and raisins ; to refresh you
in your way.
Then they addressed themselves to their journey ; and Pru-

dence and Piety went along with them. When they came at

the gate, Christiana asked the porter, if any of late went by.

He said, * No, only one, some time since, w^ho also told me,
that of late there had been a great robbery committed on the

Kmg's highway, as you go : but, said he, the thieves are taken,

and will shortly be tried for their lives.* Then Christiana and

Mercy were afraid ; but Matthew said, Mother, fear nothing*

as long as Mr. Great-heart is to go with us, and to be our con-

ductor.

Then said Christiana to the porter, ' Sir, I am much obliged

to you for all the kindnesses that you have showed to me since

I came hither ; and also that you have been so loving and kind

to my children ; I know not how to gratify your kindness
;

wherefore, pray, as a token of my respect to you, accept of

this small mite.' So she put a gold angel in his hand ; and he
made her a low obeisance, and said, *' Let thy garments be al-

ways white, and let thy head want no ointment." * Let Mercy
live and not die, and let not her works be few.'' And to the
boys he said, * Do you flee youthful lusts, and follow after god-

liness with them that are grave and wise ; so shall you put
gladness into your mother's heart, and obtain praise of all that

are sober-minded.'—So they thanked the porter, and departed.

Now I saw in my dream, that they went forward, until they

were come to the brow of the hill, where Piety, bethinking

herself, cried out, ' Alas ! I have forgot what I intended to be-

itow upon Christiana and her compamons ; I will go back and
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fetch it.' So she ran and fetched it. When she was gone,

Christiana thought she heard in a grox^e, a httle way off on the

right hand, a most curious melodious note, with words much
like these :

' Through all my life thy favour is

So frankly show'd to me.
That in thy house furevermore

My dwelling place shall be.'

And listening still she thought she heard another answer it,

saying,

» For why ? The Lord our God is good,

Hia mercy is forever sure

:

Hid truth at all times firmly stood,

And shall from age to age endure.'

So Christiana asked Prudence what it 'A-as that made those

curiou? notes. They .^re, said she, oar country-birds : they
sing these notes but seldom, except it be at the spnng, when
the flowers appear, and th^ sun shines warm, and then you
may hear them all the day long. I often, said she, go to hear
them ; we also oft-times keep them time in our house. They
^are very fine company for ua when we are melancholy ; also

\.hey make the woods and groves, and solitary places, places

desirous to be in.*

By this time Piety was come again ; so she said to Chris-

tiana, Look here, I have brought thee a scheme of all those

things th.it thou hast seen qit our house, upon which thou mayest

look when thou findest tnyself forgetful, and call those things

again to remembrance, for thy edification and comfort.

Now they began to go down the hill to the Valley of Humi-
liation, it Wets a steep hill, and the way wis slippery ; but

they were vei}' caretul ; so they got down pretty well. When
they were down in the valley, Piety said to Christiana, this is

the place where your husband met with the foul fiend Apollyon,

and where they had the great fight that they had ; I know you
cannot but have heard thereof. But be of good courage, as

long as you have Mr Great-heart here to be your guide and

conductor, we hope you will fare the better.—So when these

two had committed the Pilgrims unto the conduct of their guide,

he went forward, and they went after.

* Sol. Song ii. 11,12.
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Then said Mr. Great-heart, We need not be so afraid of this

valley, for here is nothing to hurt us, unless we procure it our-

selves. It is true, Christian did here meet with Apollyon^

with whom he had also a sore combat ; but that fray wa§ the

fruit of those slips that he got in his going down the hill : for

they that get slips there, must look for combats here.* And
hence it is that this valley has got so hard a name. For the

common people, when they hear that some frightful thing has

befallen such a one, in such a place, are of opinion that that

place is haunted with some foul fiend, or evil spirit ; when,
alas ! it is for the fruit of their doing, that such things do befall

them there.

This valley of Humiliation is of itself as fruitful a place as

any the crow flies over ; and I am persuaded, if we could hit

upon it, we might find somewhere hereabout something that

anight give us an account, why Christian was so hardly beset in

this place.

Then James said to his mother, * Lo, yonder stands a pillar.,

and it looks as if something was written thereon ; let us go and

flee what it is.' So they went, and found there written, ' Let
Christian's slips, before he came hither, and the burden that

he met with in this place, be a warning to those that come af-

ter.' * Lo,' said the guide, ' did I not tell you that there was
something hereabouts that would give intimation of the reason

why Christian was so hard beset in this place ?' Then, turning

to Christiana, he said, * No disparagement to Christian, more
than to many others whose hap and lot it was. For it is easier

going up than down this hill, and that can be said but of few
hills in all these parts of the world. But we will leave the

good man, he is at rest, he also had a brave victory over his

enemy . let Him grant that dwelleth above, that we fare no
worse, when we come to be tried, than he !'

(^)

t Part i. p. 78—81.

(g) As the author here evidently alluded to some particulars in his own
experience, a more explicit account of these slips would have been rery
interesting and instructive ; but as it is, we can only conjecture his mean-
ing. He probably referred to some erroneous conclusions which he had
formed, concerning the measure of the Lord's dealings with his people,

and the nature of their situation in this world. Having obtained peace

and comfort, and enjoyed sweet satisfaction in communion with his bre-

thren, he expected the continuance of this happy frame, and considered it

as the evidence of his acceptance : so that afflictions and humiliating dis»

Goveries of the evils of his heart, by interrupting his comforts, indaoBd

Na 24*
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But we will come again to this valley of Humiliation. It is

the best and most fruitful piece of ground in all these parts. It

is a fat ground ; and, as you see, consisteth much in meadows
;

and^ if a man was to come here in the summer-time, as we do
now, if he knew not any thing before thereof, and if he also

delighted himself in the sight of his eyes, he might see that

which would be delightful to him. Behold, how green this

valley is ; also how beautiful with lilies.* I have also known
many labouring men that have got good estates in this valley

t>f Humiliation
;

(for *' God resisteth the proud, but giveth

more grace to the humble ;") for indeed it is a very fruitful

soil, and doth bring forth by handfuls. Some also have wished,

that the next way to their Father's house were here, that they
might be troubled no more with either hills or mountains to go
over : but the way is the way, and there is an end. (h)

Now as they were going along, and talking, they espied a

boy feedmg his father's sheep. The boy was in very mean
clothes, but of a fresh and well-favoured countenance ; and as

he sat by himself he sung. * Hark,' said Mr. Great-heart, ' to

what the shepherd's boy saith-.:' so they hearkened, and he
said

—

^

* He that is down, needs fear no fall •.

He that is low, no pride :

He that is humble ever shall

Have God to be his Guide.

* Sol. Song ii. 1. James iv. 6. 1 Pet. v. 5.

him to conclude that his past experience was a delusion, and that God
was become. his enemy ; and this unscriptural way of judging concerning

his state seems to have made way for the dark temptations that followed.

Were it not for such mistaken, humiliating dispensations and experiences

would not have auy necessary connexion with terror ; and they would
give less occasion to temi>tations, tlian prosperity and comfort do : while
a lowly condition is exempted from the numberless snares, incumbrances,

and anxieties of a more exalted station ; and humility is the parent of pa-

tience, meekness, contentment, thankfulness, and every holy disposition

that can enrich and adorn the soul A far greater proportion of believers

are found in inferior circumstances, than among the wealthy ; and they

who are kept low commonly thrive the best, and are most simple and dili-

gent. Without poverty of spirit, we cannot possess '^ the unsearchable

riches of Christ :" and more promises are made to the humble, than to any
other character whatsoever.

(h) The consolations of humble believers, even in their lowest abase-

ment, when favoured by the exhilirating and fertilizing beams of the Son
of Righteousness, are represented under this emblem. The lilies are the

lutmless and holy disciples of Christ, who adorn a poor and obscorc con
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I am content with what I have,

Little be it or much :

And, Lord, contentment still I crave,

Because thou savest such.

Fulness to such a burden is

That go or pilgrimage :

Here littie, and hereafter bliss,

Is best from age to age.'*

Then said the guide, * Do you hear him ? I will dare to say

this boy lives a merrier life, and wears more of the herb called

hearfs-ease in his bosom, than he that is clad in silk and velvet.

But we will proceed in our discourse.' (i)

In this Vcdley our Lord formerly had his country-house, he
loved much to be here : he loved also to walk in these mea-
dows, and he found the air was pleasant. Besides, here a man
shall be free from the noise, and from the hurryings of this life :

all states are full of noise and confusion, only the valley of Hu-
miliation is that empty and sohtary place. Here a man shall

not be let and hindered in his contemplation, as in other places

he is apt to be. This is a valley that nobody walks in, but

those that love a Pilgrim's life. And though Christian had the

hard hap to meet with Apollyon, and to enter with him in a
brisk encounter

;
yet I must tell you, that in former tmies men

have met with Angels here, have found pearls here, and have
in this place found the words of hfe.f '

Did I say our Lord had here in former days his country-

house, and that he lOved here to walk ? I will add, in this

place, and to the people that live and trace these grounds, he
has left a yearly revenue, to be faithfully paid them at certain

seasons for their maintenance by the way, and for their further

encouragement to go on their pilgrimage. (A:)

* Heb. xiii. 5. t Hos. xii. 4, 5.

dition of life ; and who are an ornament to religion, being " clothed with
humility." Many grow rich in faith ano good works in retirement and
obscurity ; and become averse, even at the call of duty, to emerge from
it, lest any advancement should lead them into temptation, stir up their

pride, or expose them to envy and contention.

(i) Perhaps the Shepherd's hoy may refer to the obscure but quiet sta-

tion of some pastors over small congregations, who live almost unknown
to their brethren, but are in a measure useful, and very comfortable.

(fc) Our Lord chose retirement, poverty, and an obscure station, as the
rest and delight of his own mind ; as remote irom bustle and contention,

and favourable to contemplation and devotion : so that hjs appearance in

a public character, and in crowded scenes, for the good of mankind aad
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Now, as they went on, Samuel said to Mr. Great-heart, * Sir,

I perceive that in this valley my father and Apollyon had their

battle ; but whereabout was the fight ? for I perceive this val-

ley is large.'

Gr.-H. Your father had the battle with Apollyon, at a place

yonder before us, in a narrow passage just beyond Forgetful

Green. And indeed that place is the most dangerous place in

all these parts : for if at any time Pilgrims meet with any brunt,

it is when they forget what favours they have received, and

how unworthy they are of them. (/) This is the place also,

where others have been hard put to it.—But more of the place

when we are come to it ; for 1 persuade myself, that to this

day there remains either some sign of the battle, or some mon-
ument to testify that such a battle was there fought.

Then said Mercy, 1 think I am as well in this valley as I

have been any where else in all our journey : the place, me-
thinks, suits with my spirit. I love to be in such places, where
there is no rattling with" coaches, nor rumbling with wheels :

methinks, here one may, without much molestation, be think-

ing what he is, whence he came, what he has done, and to what
the King hiis called him : here one may think, and break at

heart, and melt in one's sj)irit, until one's eyes become " as the

fishpools of Heshbon." They that go rightly through this

" Valley of Baca, make it a well ; the rain, that God sends

dow:n from heaven upon them that are here, also tilleth the

pools." This valley is that from whence also the King will give

the glory of the Father, w-as a part of his self-Jemal.in which " he pleased

not himself."—ludeed there is a peculiar conj^eniality between a lowly
mind, and a lowly condition : and as much violence is dooe to the inclina-

tions of the humble, when they are rendered conspicuous and advanced
to high station?, as to those of the haughty, when they are thrust down
into obscurity and neglect. Other men seem to be banished into this Val-

ley ; but the poor in spirit love to walk in it : and, though some believers

here struggle with distressing temptations, others in passing through it

enjoy much communion with God.
(I) When consolations and privileges betray us into forgetfulness of our

entire unworthiness of such special favours, humiliating dispensations

commonly ensue ; and these sometimes reciprocally excite murmurs and
forgetfulness of past mercies. Thus Satan gains an opportnnity of assault-

ing the soul with dreadful temptations : and, while at one moment hard
thoughts of God, or doiibls concerning the truth of his word, are suggest-

ed to our minds ; at the next we may be affrighted by our own dreadful

rebellion And ingratitude, prompted to condemn oiuselves a.s hypoerites,

A&d almost ^i;irea to despair.
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to them their,vineyards ;* and they that go through it shall sing

as Christian did, for all he met with Apollyon.

' It is true,' said their guide,' * I ha\ e gone through this val-

ley many a time, and never was better than when here. I

have also been a conductor to several Pilgrims, and they have

confessed the same *' To this man will I look," saith the

King, '* even to him tha is poor, and of a contrite spirit, and

that trembleth at my word."

Now they were come to the place where the aforementioned

battle was fought. Then said the guide to Christiana, her

children, and Mercy, ' This is the place : on this ground Chris-

tian stood, and up there came Apollyon against him : and, look,

did not I tell you, here is some of your husband's blood upon
these stones to this day. Behold, also, how here and there are

yet to be seen upon the place some of the shivers of Apollyon's

broken darts. See al^o how they did beat the ground with

their feet as they fought, to make good their places against

each other ; how also, with their by-blow?, they did split the

very stones in pieces : verily Christian did here play the man,
and showed himself, as stout as Hercules could, had he been
there, even he himself. When Apollyon was beat, he made
his retreat to the next valley, that is called the Valley of the

Shadow of Death, unto which we shall come anon. Lo, yon-

der also stands a monument, on which is engraven this battle,

and Christian's victory, to his fame throughout all ages.' {in)

So because it stood just on the way-side before them, they

stepped to it, and read rhe writing, which word for word was
this—

* Hard by here was a battle fought,

Most strange, and yet most true :

Chri'tiaii aad Apollyon sought
Eacu other to subdue.

* Sol. Song vii. 4. Psa. Ixxxiv, 5—7. Hos. ii. 15.

(m) We ought carefully to study the records left us of the temptations,

couflicts, faith, patience, and victories of other believer? : we should mark
well, what wounds they received, and by what misconduct they were oc-

easioued, that we may watch and pray lest we fall in like manner. We
ought carefully to observe, how they successfully repelled the various as-

saults of the tempter, that we may learn to "-esist him, stedfast in tlie faith
;

and in general, their triumph^: should animate us, to " put on," and keep
on, ''the whole armour of God, that we may be enabled to withstand in

the evil day."—On the other hand, such as have been rendered victorious

should readily speak of their experiences among those that fear God, that

they may be cautioned, instructed, and encouraged by their example.
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The man so bravely play'd the man,
He made the fiend to fly :

^
Of which a monument I stand,

The same to testify.'

When they had passed by this place, they come upon the
borders of the Shadow of Death, and this valley was longer

than the other ; a place also most strangely haunted with evil

things, as many are able to testify : but these women and chil-

dren went the better through it, because they had day-light,

and because Mr. Great-heart was their conductor.

When they were entered upon this valley, they thought that

they heard a groaning, as of dead men ; a very great groaning.

They thought also that they did hear words of lamentation,

spoken as of some in extreme torment. These thm^s made
the boys to quake, the women also looked pale and wari ; but

their guide bid them be of good confort.

So they went on a little farther, and they though that they

felt the ground begin to shake under them, as if some hollow

place was there ; they he.ird alsd a kind of hissing, as of ser

pents, but nothmg as yet appeared. Then said the boys, ' Are
we not yet at the end of this doleful place ?' But the guide also

bid them be of good courage, and look well to their feet, lest

haply, said he, you be taken in some snare, (n)

Now James began to be sick, but I think the cause thereof

was fear ; so his mother gave him some of that glass of spirits

that she had given her at the Interpreter's house, and three of

the pills that Mr. Skill had prepared, and the boy began to re-

vive. Thus they went on, till they came to about the middle

of the valley ; and then Christiana said, * Methinks I see some-

(n) The meaning of this valley has been stated in the notes on the

first part of this work ; and the interpretation there given is here con-

firmed. As it relates chiefly to the influence, which " the Prince of the

power of the air'* possesses over the imagination; it must vary exceeding-

ly, according to the constitution, animal spirits, health, education, and
strength of mind orjudgment, of different persons. They, who are happihj

incapable of understanding either the allegory or the explanation, should

bew»\re of despismg or condemning such as have been thus harassed.

And, on the other hand, these should take care not to consider such

temptations as proofs of spiritual advancement : or to yield to them, as if

they were essential to maturity of grace and expeeience ; by which means
Satan often attains dreadful advantages. It is most advisable for tempted
persons to consult some able, judicious minister, or compassionate and esta-

blished Christian, whose counsel and prayers may be singularly useful in

this case ; observing the assistance which Great-heart gave to the Pil-

g^rims, in passing through the valley.



The Pilgrims alarmed by a Fiend, 287

thing yonder upon the road before us ; a thing, of a shape

such as 1 have not seen.' Then said Joseph, ' Mother, what
is it V ' An ugly thing, cliild ; an ugly thing,' said she. ' But

mother, what is it like V said he. ' 'Tis hke, I cannot tell

what,' said she. * And now it is but a little way off.' Then
said she, * \t is nigh.'

* Well/ said Mr. Great-heart, * Let them that are most afraid,

keep close to nie.' So the fiend came on, and the conductor

met it ; but when it was just come to him, it vanished to all

their sights : then remembered they what had been said some
time ago ;

" Resist the devil, and he will floe tVom you."

riiey went therefore on, as being a little refreshed ; but

they had not gone far, before Mercy, looking; behind her, saw,

as she thought, something almost like a lion, and it came a great

padding pace after her ; and it had a hollow voice of roaring

;

and at every roar that it gave, it made the valley echo, and all

their hearts to ache, save the heart of him that was their guide.

So it came up ; and Mr. Great-heart went behind, and put the

Pilgrims jU before him. The lion also Ciune on apace, and

Mr. Great-heart addressed himself to give him battle. But
when he saw that it was determined that resistance should be
made, he also drew back, and came no further.*

Then they went on again, and their conductor did go before

ihem, till th'ey came to a place were was cast up a pit the whole
breadth of the way ; and, before they could be prepared to go

over that, a great mist and a darkness fell upon them, so that

Ihey could not see. Then said the Pilgrims, • Alas ! now what
shall we do ?' But their guide made answer, ' Fear not, stand

still, and see what an end will be put to this also.' So they
staid there, because their path was mnrred. They then also

thought they did hear more apparently the noise and rushing

of the enemies ; the fire also, and smoke of the pit was much
easier to be discerned. Then said Christiana to Mercy, ' Now
I see what my poor husband went through ; I have heard much
of this place, but 1 never was here before now. Poor man !

he went here ail alone, m the night ; he had night almost quite

through the way : also these fiends were busy about him, as if

they woulci have torn him in pieces. Many have spoke of it,

but none tell what the valley of the Shadow of Death should

mean until they come into it themselves. " The heart knows its

own bitterness ; a stranger intermeddleth not with its joyj'*

To be here is a fearful thing.'

* 1 Pet. v. 8.
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Gr.-H, This is like doing business in great waters, or like go-

ing down into the deep ; this is like being in the heart of the

sea, and like going down to the bottom of the mountains ; now
it seems as if" the earth with its biirs, were about us for ever."
" But let them that walk in darkness, and have no hght, trust

in the name of the Lord, and stay upon their God." For my
part, as I have told you already, I have gone often through this

Talley ; and have been much harder put to it tb m I now am

;

and yet you see I am alive. I would not boast, for that 1 am
not mine own Saviour. But 1 trust we sh d^ have a good de-

liverance. Gome, pray for light to him that can lighten our
darkness, and that can rebuke, not only these, but all the 6a-

tans m hell.

So they cried and prayed, and God sent light and deliver-

ance ; for there was now no let in their way, no not there,

where but now they w.^re stopt with a pit. Yet they were
not got through the Valley : so they went on still, and beheld

great stinks and loathsome smells to the great annoyance of

them. Then said Mercy to Christiana, ' There is not such

pleasant being here as at the Gate, or at the Interpreter's, or

at the house where we lay last.' (o)

* O but,' said one of the boys, * it is not so bad to go through

here, as it is to abide here always ; and, for aught I know, one

reason why we must go this way to the house prepared for us,

is, that our home might be made the sweeter to us.'

* Well said, Samuel,' quoth the guide, ' thou hast now spoke

like a man.' " Why, if ever 1 get out here agiin,' said the boy,
' I think I shall prize light and good way better than ever I did

in all my life.'
( p) Then said the guide, * We shall be out by

and by

(o) Whatever attempts Satan may make to terrify the believer, resolute

resistance by faith in Christ will drive him away : but if fear iuuuces men
to neglect the means of grace, he will renew his assaults on the imagina-

tion, whenever they attempt to pray, read the scripture, or attend on any
duty ; till for a time, or finally, they give up their religion. In this case,

therefore, determmed perseverance in opposition to every terrilying ^ug-

gestioD i? our only safety. Yet sometimes temptations may be so mu.'ti-

plied and varied, that it may seem impossible to proceed any further ; and
the mind of the harassed believer is enveloped in confusion and dismaj,

as if an horrible pit were about to swallow him up. or the Princ" of dark-

ness to seize upon him. But the counsel of some experienced friend cr

minister, exciting confidence in the oower, mercy, and faithfulness of God,
and encouraging him to " pray without ceasing," will at length make way
for his deliverance.

(p) Should any one, by hearing thS ^liever say, *' The sorrows of

death compassed me, and the pains of hell gat hold upon me," be tempted
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So on they went, and Joseph said, * Cannot we see to the

end of this valley as yet V Then said the guide, ' Look to your

feet ; for we shall presently be among snares.' So they look-

ed to their feet, and went on ;
but were troubled much with

the snares.—Now when they were come among the snares,

they espied a man cast into the ditch on the left hand, with his

flesh all rent and torn. Then said the guide, ' That is one

Heedless, that was going this way ; he has lain there a great

while. There was one Take-heed with him when be was
taken and slain, but he escaped their hands. You cannot ima-

gine how many are killed hereabouts, and yet men are so fool-

ishly venturous, as to set out lightly on pilgrimage, and to come
without a guide. Poor Christian, it was a wonder that he here

escaped ! but he was beloved of his God ; also he had a good

heart of his own, or else he could never have done it.* [q)
Now they drew towards the end of the way ; and just there

where Christian had seen the cave when he went by, out thence

came forth Maul, a giant. This Maul did use to spoil young
Pilgrims with sophistry ; and he called Great-heart by his

name, and said unto him, * How many times have you been for-

bidden to do these things ?' Then said Mr. Great-heart, ' What
things ?* * What things I' quoth the giant ; ' you know what

* Part i. p. 87.

to avoid all religious duties, company, and reflections, lest he should ex-
perience simileu- terrors, let him well weigh this observation ;

' It is not so

bad to go through here, as to abide here always.'—Nothing can be more
absurd, than to neglect religion, lest the fear of hell should discompose a
man's mind, when such neglect exposes him to the eternal endurauice of
it : whereas the short taste of distress, which may be experienced by the
tempted believer, will make redemption more precious, and reader peace,

comfort, and heaven at last, doubly delightful I

(^) The discouragement of dark temptations is not so formidable, in the

judgment of experienced Christians, as the snares connected with them :

for, while numbers renoimce their profession, to get rid of their disquie-

tude ; many are seduced into some false doctrine that may sanction negli-

gence, and quiet their consciences by assenting to certain notions, without
regarding the state of their hearts, or what passes in their experience

;

and others are led to spend all their time in company, or even to dissipate

the gloom by engaging in worldly amusements, because retirement exposes
them to these suggestions. In short, the enemy endeavours to terrify the
professor, that he may drive him away from God, entangle him in heresy,

or draw him into sin ; in order to destroy his soul, or at least ruin his

credit and prevent his usefulness. But circumspection and prayer con-
stitute our best preservative ; through which, they who take heed to their

steps escape, while the heedless are taken and destroyed, for a warning t©

tiiose that come after.

U^ 25
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things : but I will put an end to your trade.' * But pray,' said

Mr. Great-heart, ' before we fall to it, let us understand where-
fore we must fight.' (Now the women and children stood trem-

bling, and knew not what to do.) Q,aoth the giant, * You rob

the country, and rob it with the worst of thieves.' * These
are but generals,' said Mr. Great-heart, * come to particulars,

man.'

Then said the giant, * Thou practisest the craft of a kidnap-

per ; thou gatherest up women and children, and carriest them
into a strange country, to the weakening of my master's king-

dom.'—But now Great-heart repUed, * I am a servant of the

God of heaven ; my business is to persuade sinners to repent-

ance , I am commanded to do my endeavour to turn men, wo-
men and children " from darkness to light, and from the power
of Satan to God ;" and if this be indeed the ground of thy quar-

rel, let us fall to it as soon as thou wilt.'

Then the giant came up, and Mr. Great-heart went to meet
him : and as he went he drew nis sword ; but the giant had a

club.—So without more ado they fell to it, and at the first blow
the giant struck Mr. Great-heart down upon one of his knees

;

with that the women and the children cried : so Mr. Great-

heart, recovering himself, laid about him in a full lusty man-
ner, and gave the giant a wound in his arm ; and he fought

for the space of an hour, to that height of heat, that the breath

came out of the giant's nostrils, as the heat doth out of a boil-

ing cauldron.

Then they sat down to rest them, but Mr. Great-heart be-

took himself to prayer, ; also the women and children did no-

thing but sigh and cry all the time that the battle did last.

When they had rested them and taken bre;ith,they both fell

to it Jigain ; and Mr. Great-heart with a full blow fetched the

giant down to the ground. * Nay, hold, let me recover,' quoth

he : so Mr. Great-heart let him fairly get up. So to it they

went again, and the giant missed but little of breaiiing Mr.
Great-heart's skull with his club.

Mr. Great-heart, seeing that, runs to him in the full heat of

his spirit, and pierced him under the fifth rib ; with that the

giant began to faint, and could hold up his club no longer.

Then Mr. Great-heart seconded his blow, and smote the head

of the giant from his shoulders. Then the women and children

yejoiced, and Mr. Great-heart also praised God for the deliver-

ance he had wrought.
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When this was done, they among them erected a pillar, and

fastened the giant's head thereon, and wrote under it in lettew

that passengers might read :

* He that did wear this head, was one

That Pilgrims did misuse
;

He stopp'd their way, he spared none,

But did them all abuse

:

Until that I, Great-heart, arose,

The Pilgrim's guide to be

:

Until that I did him oppose.

That was their enemy.' (r)

Now I saw that they went to the ascent, that was a little way
off cast up to be a prospect for Pilgrims, fthat was the place

from whence Christian had the first sight oi Faithful, his bro-

ther.)* Wherefore here they sat down and rested ; they also

here did eat and drink, and make merry, for that they h.id got-

ten deliverance from this so dangerous an enemy. As they sat

thus and did eat, Christiana asked the guide if he had got no

hurt in the battle ? Then s-4d Mr. Great-heart, ' No, save a

little on my flesh
;
yet that also shall be so far from being to

my detriment, that it is at present a proof of my love to my

(r) This giant came out of the cave, where Pope and Pagan had resided.

He is therefore the etnblem of those ibrmal superstitious teachers, and
those speculating moralists, who in protestant countries have too general-

ly succeeded the Romish priests and the heathen philosophers, in keeping
men ignorant of the way of salvation, aud in spoiling by their sophistry

such aa seam to be seriously disposed. These persona often represent

faithful ministers, who draw off their auditors, by preaching " repentance
towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ," as robbers and
kidnappers : they terrify many, (especially when they have the power of

enforcing penal statutes,) from professing or hearing the gospel, and act-

ing according *o their consciences ; and they put th« faith of God's servants

to a severe trial. Yet perseverance, patience, and prayer, w ill obtain the

victory ; and they that are strong will be instrumental in animating the

feebie to go on their way rejoicing and praising God. But though these

enemies may be baffled, disabled, or apparently slain, it will appear that

they have Irft a posterity on earth, to revile, inj jre, and oppose the spirit-

ual worshippers of God in every generation. The club with which the

giant was armed, may mean the secular arm or power by which opposers

of the gospel are generally desirous of enforcing their arguments and per-

suasions. ** We have a law, and by our law he ought to die ;" this deci-

sion, like a heavy club, seems capable of bearing all down before it : nor

can any withstand its force, but those who rely on Him that is stronger

ihan aU.

* Parti, p. 93.

m
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Master and you, and shall be a means, by grace, to increase my
reward at last.'

Chr. But was you not afraid, good sir, when you saw him
come with his club ?

* It is my duty,' said he, * to distrust my own ability, that 1

may have reliance on Him that is stronger than all.'*

Chr. But what did you think, when he fetched you down to

the ground at the first blow ?

* Why I thought,' quoth he, ' that so ray Master himself was
served, and yet he it was that conquered atiast.'

Mat. When you all have thought What you pi esse, I think

God has been wonderful good unto u?. both in bringing us out

of this valley, and in delivering us out of the hand of this ene-

my ; for my part, I see no reason why we should distrust our
God any more, since he has now, and in such a place as this,

given us such testimony of his love as this.

Then they got up and went forward.—Now a little before

them stood an oak : and under it, when they come to it, they
found an old Pilgrim fast asleep : they knew that he was a Pil-

grim by his clothes, and his stciff, and his girdle.

So the guide, Mr, Great-heart, awaked him ; and the old

gentleman, as he lifted up his eyes, cried out, ' What's the

matter ? Who are you ? and what is your business here V
Gr.-H. Come, man, be not so hot, here is none but friends.

—Yet the old man gets up, and stands upon his guard, and will

know of them what they were. Then said the guide, * My
name is Great-heart ; I am the guide of these Pilgrims, which
are going to the Celestial Country.'

Then said Mr. Honest, ' I cry your mercy ; I feared that

you had been of the company of those that sometime ago did

rob Little-faith of his money ; but now I look better about me,
I perceive you are honester people.' (5)

* 2 Cor. iv.

(a) The alles^ory requires U3 to suppose, that there were some places

in which the Pilgrims might safely sleep ; so that nothing disadvanta-

geous to the character of this old disciple seems to have been intended.

—

An avowed dependence on Christ for righteousness, t regard to the word
of God, and an apparent sincerity in word and deed, mark a man to be a
Pilgrim, or constitute a professor of the gospel : but we should not too

readily conclude every professor to be a true believer. The experienced

Christian will be afraid of new acquaintance ; in his most unwatchful
seasons he will be readily excited to look about him ; and will be fully

convinced that no enemy can hurt him, unless he is induced to yield to

temptation and commit sin.

^
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Gr,'H. Why, what would or could you have done, or helped
yourself, if we indeed had been of that company ?

Hon. Done ! why 1 would have fought as long as breath had
been in me ; and had I so done, I am sure you could never have
given me the worst on't ; for a Christian can never be over-

come, unless he should yield himself.

' Well said, father Honest,' quoth the guide : ' for by this I

know thou art a cock of the right kind, for thou hast said the

truth.'

Hon, And by this also 1 know that thou knowest what true

pilgrimage is : for all others do think, that we are the soonest

overcome of any.

Gr.-H. Well, now we are happily met, let me crave your
name, and the name of the place where you came from ?

Hon. My name I cannot : but I came from the town of Stupi-

dity ; it lieth about four degrees beyond the city of Destruction.

Gr.-H. Oh ! are you that countryman then ? I deem I have
half a guess of you : your name is old Honesty, is it not ?—So
the old gentleman blushed, and said, * Not Honesty in the ab-

stract : but Honest is my name^ and I wish that my nature may
agree to what I am called,'

' But, sir,' said the old gentleman, * how could you guess

that I am such a man, since 1 came from such a place ?' [t)

Gr.-H. I have heard of you before, by my Master ; for he
knows all thmgs that are done on the earth : but I have often

wondered that any should come from your piace, for your town
is worse than is the city of Destruction itself.

Hon. Yes, we lie more off from the sun, and so are more
cold and sensr>l(«fs ; hut was a man in a mount-ain of ice, yet if

the Son of Righteousness will arise upon him, his frozen heart

shall feel a thaw. And thus it has been with me. (u)

(t) Honesty in the abstract seems to mean sinless perfection. The Pil-

griin r/as a ?ound chara'ter, but coDsciou? of many imperfections, of which
he was ashauied, and from whiob he sought deliverance. The nature of

faith, hope, love, patience, and other holy dispositions is tlescribed in scrip-

ture, as a man would define gfold, by its essential properties. This shows
what they are in fie abstract : but as exercised by us, they are always
mixed with considerable alloy ; and we are richer or poorer in this re-

spect, in proportion to the degree of the gold or ol the alloy which is found
in our characters.

(u) The Lord sometimes calls those sinners, whose character, connex-
ions, and situation, seem to place them at the g;reatest distance from him

:

that the riches of his mercy and the power of his grace may be thus ren-

dered the more conspicuous and illustrious.

#



.!94 Fearingf a troublesome Piigrim,

Gr.-H. I believe it, father Honest, I believe it j for I know
the fching is true.

Then the old gentleman saluted all the Pilgrims with a holy

kiss of charity ; and asked them of their names, and how they

had fared since they had set out on their pilgrimage.

Then said Christiana, * My name, 1 suppose, you have heard

of; good Christian was my husband, and these four were his

children.'—But can you think how the old gentleman was
taken, when she told him who she was ! He skipped, he smil-

ed, and blessed them with a thousand good wishes ; saying, * I

have heard much of your husband, and of his travels and wars,

which he underwent in his days. Be it spoken to your com-
fort, the name of your husband rings all over these parts of the

•world ; his faith, his courage, his enduring, and his sincerity

under all, has made his name famous.'—Then he turned him
to the boys, and asked of them their names, which they told

him. And then said he unto them, ' Matthew, be thou like

Matthew the publican, not in vice but in virtue. Samuel,' said

he, * be thou like Samuel the prophet, a man of flith and pray-

er. Joseph,' said he, ' be thou like Joseph in Potij> bar's house,

chaste, and one that flees from temptation. And James, be

thou like James the Just, and like James the brother of our

Lord.'* Then they told him ot Mercy, and how she had left

a.er town and her kindred to come along with Christiana and with

*her sons. At that the old honest man said, ' Mercy is thy name :

by mercy shalt thou be sustained, and carried through all those

difficulties that shall assault thee in thy wajs till thou shalt come
thither, where thou shalt look the Fountain of mercy in the

lace with comfort.'

All this while the guide, Mr. Great-heart, was very well

^aleased, and smiled upon his«companions.

Now, as they walked together, the guide asked the old gen-

tleman, ' If he did not know one Mr. Fearing, that came on pil-

grimage out of his parts ?'

* Yes, very well,* said he. * He was a man that had the root

of the matter in him ; but he was one of the most troublesome

Pilgrims that I ever met with in all my days.'

Gr^-H, I perceive you knew him ; for you have given a

very right character of him,

flon. Knew him 1 I was a great companion of his ; I was

* Matt. X. 3. Psa. xcix. 6. Gen. xxxix. Acts i. 13, 14.
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with him most an end ; when he first began to think of what
would come upon us hereafter, I was with him.

Gr.-H. I was his guide from my Master's house to the gate

ofthe Celestial City.

Hon. Then you knew him to be a troublesome one.

Gr.-H. I did so ; but I could very well bear it ; for men of

my calling are oftentimes intrusted with the conduct of such as

he was. (w)

Hon. Well then, pray let us hear a little of him, and how he
managed himself under your conduct.

Gr. H. Why, be was always afraid that he should come
short whither he had a desire to go. Every thing frighted

him that he heard any body speak of, that had but the least ap-

pearance of opposition m it. I bear that he lay roaring at the

Slough of Despond, for above a month together ; nor durst he,

for all he saw several go over before him, venture, though

they many of them offered to lend him their hand ! He would
not go back again neither ! The Celestial City ! he said he
should die if he came not to it ; and yet he was dejected at

every difficulty, and stumbled at every straw that any body cast

in his way.—Well, at'ter he had lain at the Slough of Despond
a great while, as I have told you, one sun-shine morning, I

don't know how, he ventured, and so got over ; but when he
was over he would scarce believe it. He had, I think, dLSlougk

of Despond in his mind, a slough that he carried every where
with him, or else he could never have been as he was. So he
came up to the gate (you know what 1 mean,) that stands at

(w) The character and narrative of Fearing; has been generally admir-^
ed by experienced readers, as drawn and arranged with great judgment,
and in a very affecting manner. Little-faith, mentioned in theifirst Part,

was faint-hearted and distrustful ; and thus he contracted guilt, and lost

his comfort : but Fearing dreaded sin, and coming short of heaven, more
than all that flesh could do unto him. He was alarmed at the least ap-
pearance or report of opposition ; but this arose more from conscious

weakness, and the fear of being overcome by temptation, than from a re-

luctance to undergo derision or persecuiion. The peculiarity of this de-
scription of Christians must l>e traced back to constitution, habit, first im-
pressions, disproportionate and partial views of truth, and improper in-

structions ; th; . e concurring with weakness of faith, ami the common in-

firmities of human nature, give a cast to their experience and character,

which renders them uncomfortal^le to themselves, and troublesome ta

others. Yet no competent judges doubt but they have the root of the

matter in tliem ; and none are more entitled to the patient, sympathiziajj

*Qd tender attentiea of xaiaiitcxg and Christians.
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the head of this way ; and there also he stood a good while,

before he would venture to knock. When the gate was open-

ed, he would give back, and give place to others, and say, that

he was not worthy : for all he got before some to the gate, yet

many of them wtnt in before him. There the poor man would
stand shaking and shrinking ; I dare say it would have pitied

one's heart to have seen him :—nor would he go back again.

At last he took the hammer that hanged :U the gate in his hand,

and gave a small rap or two ; then one opened to him, but he
shrunk back as before. He that opened, stepped out after him,

and said, ' Thou trembhng one, whut wantest thou ?' With that

he fell down to to the ground. He that spake to him, wonder-
ed to see him so faint. He said to him, ' Peace to thee ; up,

for I have set open the door to thee ; come in, for thou art

blessed.' With that he got up, and went in trembling ; and
when that he was in, he was ashamed to show his face. Well,

after he had been entertained there awhile, fas you know how
the manner is,) he was bid go on his way, and also told the way
he should take. So he went till he came, to our house : but

as he behaved himself at the gate, so he did at my Master the

Interpreter's door. He lay thereabout in the cold a good while,

before he would venture to call : yet he would not go back

:

and the nights were long and cold then. Nay, he had a note

of necessity in his bosom to nly Master, to receive him, and

grant him the comfort of his house, and also to allow him a

stout and valiant conductor, because he was himself so chicken-

hearted a man ; and yet for all that, he w is afraid to call at the

door. So he lay up and down thereabotits, till, poor man ! he
was almost starved : yea, so great was his dejection, that,

though he saw several others for knockmg got in, yet he was
afraid to venture. At last, I think, I looked out of the window,
and, perceiving a man to be up and down about the door, I

went out to him, and asked what he was ; but, poor man ! the

water stood in his eyes ; so I perceived what he wanted. I

went therefore in, and told it in the house, and we showed the

thing to our Lord ; so he sent me out again to entreat him to

come in ; but, 1 dare say, I had hard work to do it. At last

he came in ; and, I will say that for my Lord, he carried it

wonderfully loving to bin. There were but a few good bits at

the table^ but some of it was laid upon his trencher. Then he
presented the note ; and my Lord looked thereon, and said his

desire should be granted. So when he had been there a good
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while, he seemed to get some heart, and to be a httle more com-

forted. For my Master, you must know, is one of very tender

bowels, especially to them that are afraid : wherefore he car-

ried it so towards him, as might tend most to his encourage-

ment. Well, when he had a sight of the things of the place,

and was ready to take his journey to go to the City, my Lord,

as he did to Christian before, gave him a bottle of spirits, and

some comfortable things to eat. Thus we set forward, and I

went before him ; but the man was but of few words, only he
would sigh aloud.

When we were come to where the three fellows were hang-

ed, he said, that he doubted that that would be his end also.

Only he seemed glad when he saw the Cross and the Sepulchre.

There I confess he desired to stay a little to look, and he seem-

ed for a while after to be a little comforted.

When he came to the hill Difficulty, he made no stick at that,

nor did he much fear the lions : for you must know, that his

trouble was not about such things as these ; his tiear was about

his acceptance at last.

I got him in at the house Beautiful, I think, before he was
willing ; also when he was in, 1 brought him acquainted with

the damsels that were of the place, but he was ashamed to

make himself much for company : he desired much to be alone,

yet he always loved good talk, and often would get behind the

screen to hear it : he also loved much to ste ancient things,

and to be pondering them in his mind. He told me afterward,

that he loved to be in those two houses from which he came
last, to wit, at the gate, and that of the Interpreter, but that he
durst not be so bold as to ask. (a:)

(x) Christians, who resemble Fearing, are greatly retarded in their pro-

gress by discouraging apprehensions ; they are apt to spend too much time
in unavailing complaints ; they do not duly profit by the counsel and as-

sistance of their brethren ; and they often neglect the proper means of get-

ting relief from their terrors : yet they cannot think of giving up their

feeble hopes, or of returning to their forsaken worldly pursuits and plea-

sures. They are, indeed, helped forward," through the mercy of God, in

a very extraordinary manner : yet they still remain exposed to alarms and
discouragements, in every stage of their pilgrimage : nor can they ever
habitually rise superior to them. They are afraid even of relying on
Christ for salvation ; because they have not distinct views of his love, and
the methods of his grace ; and imagine some other qualification to be ne-
cessary, besides the willingness to seek, knock, and ask for the promised
blessings, with a real desire of obtaining them. They imagine, that there

iaas been something in their past life, or that there is some peculiarity in

Pp
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When we went also from the house Beautiful, down the hill,

into the valley of Humiliation, he went down as well as ever I

saw a man in my life : for he cared not how mean he was, so

he might be happy at last. Yea, I think there was a kind of
sympathy betwixt that valley and him : for I never saw him
better in all his pilgrimage^ than he was in that valley.

Here he would lie down, embrace the ground, and kiss the

very flowers that grew in this valley.* He would now be up
every morning by break of day, tracing and walking to and fro

in the ViUley.

But when he was come to the entrance of the valley of the

Shadow of Death, I thought I should have lost my man ; not

for that he had inclinations to go back, (that he always abhor-

red,) but he was ready to die for fear. * Oh the hobgoblins

will have me, the hobgoblins will have me I' cried he ; and 1

could not beat him out on't. He made such a noise, and such

an outcry here, that had they but heard him, it was enough to

encourage them to come and fail upon us. But this I took very

* Lam. iii. 27—29.
their present habits and propensities, and way of applying to Christ, which
may exclude them trom the general benefit : so that they pray with diffi-

dence ; and bein^ cousciously unworthy, can hardly believe that the Lord
resiard' them, or will ^raut their requests. They are also prone to over-

look the most decisive evidences o! their reconciliation to God ; and to

persevere in arguing with perverse ingenuity against their own manifest

happiness. The same mixture of 1 imility and unbelief renders persons

of this description backward in assoc -iting with their brethren, and in ire-

quenting those companies in which ti^.ey might obtain further instruction :

for tliey are afraid of being considered as believers, or even serious inqui-

rers ; so that affectionate and ^arne?t persuasion is requisite to prevail

with them to join la those religious exercises Oy which Christians espe-

cially receive the teaching of the HoJy Spirit. Yet this arises not from
disinclination, but diffidence ; and though they are often peculiarly fa-

voured with seasons of great comfort, to counterhalangs their dejections

;

yet they never hear or read of those who " have drawri back to perdition,"

but they are terrified with the id';a, that they shall sho: i ) resemble them :

so that every warning giveii r.^aiu^t hypocrisy and self-dt caption seems to

point them out by name, and ever new discovery of any ault or mistake
in their views, temper, or conduct. 5oems to decide their doom. At the same
time, they are often remarkably melted into humble admiring gratitude,

by contemplating the love and sufferings of Christ, and seem to delight in

hearing of that subject above all others. ' They do not peculiarly fear dif-

ficulties, self-denial, reproaches or persecution, which deter numbers from
making an open profession of religion : and yet they are more backward
in this respect than others ; because they deem themselves unworthy to

be admitted to such privileges, and into such society ; or else are appre-

hensive of being finally separated from them, or becomiD°; a disgrace to

religion.
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great notice of, that this valley was as quiet when he went
through it, as ever I knew it before or since. I suppose those

enemies here had now a special check from our Lord, and a

command not to meddle until Mr. Fetring was passed over it.(y)

It would be too tedious to tell you of all ; we will therefore

only mention a passage or two more. When he was come to

Vanity-Fair, 1 thought he would have fought with all the men
m the Fair ; I feared there we should both have been knocked

on the head, so hot was he against their fooleries. Upon the

Enchanted Ground, he also was very wakeful. But, when he

was come at the River where was no bridge, there again he
was in a heavy case :

' Now, now,' he said, ' he should be

drowned for ever, and so never see that face with comfort, that

he had come so many miles to behold.' And here also I took

notice of what was very remarkable ; the water of that River

was lower at this time than ever I saw it in all my life ; so he
went over at last, not much above wet-shod. When he was
going up to the Gate, I began to take my leave of him, and to

wish him a good reception above ; so he said, * I shall, 1 shall :•

then parted we asunder, and I saw him no more.
Hon. Then, it seems, he was well at last ?

Gr.-H. Yes, yes, I never had doubt about him ; he was a

man of a choice spirit : only he was always kept very low, and

that made his Ufe so burdensome to himself, and so very trou-

blesome to others.* He was, above many, tender oi sin ; he
was so afraid of doing injuries to others, that he would often

deny himself of that which is lawful, because he would not of-

fend.t

Hon. But what should be the reason that such a good maa
should be all his days so much in the dark ?

Gr,-H. There are two sorts of reasons for it ; one is, The

* P?a. Ixxxviii. t Rom. xiv. 21. I Cor. viii. 13.

(3/) A low aad obscure situation suits the disposition of the persons here
described : they do not object to the most humiliating views of their own
hearts, of human nature, or of the way of salvation ; tliey are little tempt-
ed to covet eminence amon*: their brethren, and find it easier "to esteem
others better than themselves," than persons of a different frame of mind
can well conceive.—On the other hand, their imaginations are peculiarly
susceptible of impressions, and of the temptations represented by the val-

ley of the Shadow of Death : so that in this respect they need more than
others the tender and pati^rat instructions of faithful ministers : while they
repeat the same complaints, and ur^e the same objections againt them-
selves, that have already been obviated again and a^-ain. But the tender
compassion of the Lord to them should suggest an useful instractioii to hia

servants, on this part of their work.
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wise God will have it so ; some must pipe and some must
weep :* now Mr. Fearing was one that played upon the bass.

He and his fellows sound the sackbut, whose notes are more
doleful than notes of othef music are : though, indeed, some
say, the bass is the ground of music. And, for my part, I care

•not at all for that profession, that begins not in heaviness of

mind. The first string that the musician usually touches is the

bass, when he intends to put all in tune : God also plays upon
this string first, when he sets the soul in tune for himself. Only
there was the imperfection of Mr. Fearing, he could play upon
no other music but this, till towards the latter end.

[I make bold to talk thus metaphorically, for the ripening of

the wits of young readers ; and because, in the book of Reve-
lation, the saved are compared to a company of musicians, that

play upon their trumpets and harps, and sing their songs be-

fore the throne.t]
Hon. He was a very zealous man, as one may see by what

relation you have given of him. Difficulties, lions, or Vanity-

Fair, he feared not at all : it was only sin, death, and hell, that

were to him a terror ; because he had some doubts about his

interest in that Celestial Country.

Gr.-H. You say right ; those were the things that were his

troubles : and they, as you have well observed, arose from the

weakness of his mind thereabout, not from weakness of spirit,

as to the practical part of a pilgrim's life. I dare believe, that,

as the proverb is, ' He could have bit a fire-brand, had it stood

in his way :' but those things, with which he was oppressed,

no man ever yet could shake ofi" with ease.

Then said Christiana, ' This relation of Mr. Fearing has

done me good : I thought nobody had been like me ; but I see

there was some semblance betwixt this good man and L Only
we differ in two things : his troubles were so great, that they

brake out ; but mine I kept within. His also lay sp hard upon
him, they made him that he could not knock at the houses pro-

vided for entertainment ; but my troubles were always such as

made me knock the louder.'

Mer. If I might also speak my mind, I must say, that some-
thing of him has also dwelt in me ; for I have ever been more
afraid of the Lake, and the loss of a place in Paradise, than I

have been at the loss of other things. O ! thought I, may I

* Matt xi. 16—18, t Rev. xiv. 2, 3.
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have the happiness to have a habitation there, it is enough,

though I part with all the world to win it.

Then said Matthew, « Fear was one thing that made me think

that 1 was far from having that within me that accompanies sal-

vation ; but if it was so with such a good man as he, why may
it not also go well with me ?'

* No fears, no grace,' said James. * Though there is not al-

ways grace where there is the fear of heli
;
yet to be sure

there is no grace where there is no fear of God.*

Gr.-H. Well said, James ; thou hast bit the mark ; for "the
fear of God is the beginning of wisdom ;" and, to be sure, they

that want the beginning, have nether middle nor end. But we
will here conclude our discourse of Mr. Fearing, after we have

sent after him his farewell.

' Whilst, Master Fearing, thou didst fear

Th/ God, e3.:i wast afraid

Of doing; any thiu^, while here,

That would have thee I etray'd

:

And didst tiiou fear the lake and pit ?

Would others did so too !

For as for thein, that want thy wit,

They do themselves undo.' (s)

Now I saw that they all went on in their talk ; for, after Mr.
Great-heart had made an end with Mr. Fearing, Mr. Honest

(s) No Christians are more careless about the opinion of the world, or

more zealous aj^inst its vanities, than persons of this description ; or more
watchful in times of ease and prosperity ; but the prospect tf death is of-

ten a terror to them ; especially when they suppose it to be at hand ; yet

they often die with remarkable composure and comfort. Few ministers,

who have had an opportunity of carefully observing the people intrusted

,0 their pastoral cai e, can help thinking of some individual, who might
seem to have been the origmal of this admirable portrait ; which i.n full

of instruction both to them, and the timid, but conscious part of their con-

gregations. Indeed numbers, who are not characteristically Fearfuls,

have something of the same disposition in many particulars. But such as

fear reproach and self-denial more than those things which tlm goodmaa
dreaded, bear a contrary character, and are travelling the road to an op-

posite placfe : and even they whose confidence of an interest in Christ far

exceeds the degree of their humiliation, conscientiousness, abhorrence of
sin, and victory over the world, may justly be suspected of having befrun

their religion in a wrong manner ; as they more resemble the stony-ground
hearers, who " receive the word with joy, but have no root in themselves,"

than those Avho '' sow in tears, to reap in joy." For " godly sorrow work-
eth repentance unto salvation, not to be repented of.''

26
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began to tell them of another, but his name was Mr. Self-will,

* He pretended himself to be a Pilgrim,' said Mr. Honest : * but,

I persuade myself, he never cxme in at the gate that stands at

the head ot the way.'

Gr.-H. Had you ever any talk with him about it ?

Hon. Yes, more than once or twice : but he would always

be like himself, self-willed. He neither cared for man, nor

argument, nor example : what his mind prompted him to, that

would he do ; and nothing else could he be got to.

Gr.-H. Pray what principles did he hold ? for I suppose

you can tell.

Hon. He held, that a man might follow the vices as well as

the virtues of the Pilgrims ; and that if he did both he should

be certainly saved.

Gr.-H. How ! If he had said, it is possible for the best to be
guilty of the vices, as well as partake of the virtues of the Pil-

grims, he could not much have been blamed. For indeed we
are exempted from no vice absolutely, but on condition that

we watch and strive. But this, I perceive, is not the thing :

but, if I understand you right, your meaning is, that he was of

the opinion, that it wgs allowable so to be.

Hon. Ay, ay, so I mean ; and so he believed and practised.

Gr.-H. But what grounds had he for so saying ?

Hon. VVhy, he said he had the Scriptures for his warrant.

Gr.-H. Pr'ythee, Mr. Honest, present us with a few parti-

culars.

Hon. So I will. He said, to have to do with other men's

wives, had been practised by Dnvid, God's beloved ; and there-

fore he could do it. He said, to have more women than one,

was a thing that .^oiomon practised ; and therefore he could do

it. He SHid that Sarah and the gotlly midwives of Egypt bed,

and so did Rahab ; and therefore he could do it. He said,

that the disciples went, at the bidding of their Master, and took

awny the owner's ass ; and therefore he could do so too. He
said, that J.icob got the inheritance of his father m a way of

guile and dissimulation ; and therefore he could do so too.

Gr.-H. Higidybase, indeed! and are you sure he was of

this opinion ?

Hon, I have heard him plead for it, bring Scripture for it,

bring arguments tor it, &:c.

Gr.-H. An opinion that is not fit to be with any allowance

m the world !
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Hon. You must understand me right : he did not^ay that

•Any man might do this ; but that those who had the virtues of

those that did such things, might also do the same.

Gr.-H. But what more false than such a conclusion ? for this

is as much as to say, that, because good men heretofore have

sinned of infirmity, therefore he had allowance to do it of a pre-

sumptuous mmd : or if, because a child, by the blast of wind,

or for that it stumbled at H stone, fell down, and defiled itself in

mire, therefore he might wilfully lie down and wallow hke a

boar therein ! Who could have thought that any one could so

far have been blinded by the power of lust ? But what is

written must be true : " They stumbled at the word, being

disobedient; whereunto also they were appointed."* His

supposing that such may have the godly man's virtues, who ad-

<lict themselves to his yices, is also a delusion as strong as the

other. It is justias if the dog should say, ' I have or may have
(he qualities of a child, because I lick up its stinking excre-

ments.' " To eat up the sin of God's people,"! is no sign of

one that is possessed with their virtues. Nor can I believe,
" that one that is of this opinion, can at present have faith or love

in him.—But I know you have made strong objections against

him
;
pr'ythee what can he say for himself ?

Hon. Why, he says, to do this by way of opinion, seems
abundantly more honest than to do it and yet hold contrary to

il in opinion.

Gr.-H A very wicked answer ; for, though to let loose the

bridle to lusts, while our opinions are against such things, is

had
;
yet to sin, and ph2ad a toleration to do so, is worse : the

one stumbles beholders accidentally, the other leads them into

the snare.

Hon. There are many of this man's mihd, that have not this

man's mouth ; and that makes going on pilgrimage of so little

esteem as it is. (a)

* 1 Pet. ii. 8. t Hos. iv. 8.

(a) The author peculiarly excels in contrasting his characters, of which
a striking instance here occurs. The preceding episode relates to a very
conscientious Christian, who, through weak faith and misapprehension,

carried his self-suspicion to a troublesome and injurious extreme: and
we have next introduced a false professor,' who, pretending to strong feith^

made his own obstmate self-v/ill the only rule of his conduct. Yet in re-

aUty this arises from total unbelief; for the word of God declares sudi
persons to be unregenerate, under the wrath of God, " in the gall of bil-

tftrness and the bond of iniquity."—It would hardly be imagined, thatxxuac
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Gr,'H. You have said the truth, and it is to be lamented ;

but he that feareth the King of Paradise shall come out of

them all. '

Chr. There are itrange opinions in the world ; I know one
that said it was time enough to repent when he came to die.

Gr.-H. Such are not over-wise ; that man would have been
loath, might he have had a week to run twenty miles for his

life, to have deferred that journey to the last hour of that week.
Hon. You say right ; and yet the generaUty of them that

count themselves Pilgrims, do indeed do thus. 1 am, as you
see, an old man, and have been a traveller in this road many a

day ; and I have taken notice of many things. »

I have seen some, that set out as if they would drive all the

world before them, who yet have, in few days, died as they in

the wilderness, and so never got sight of the promised land.

—

I have seen seme, that have promised nothing, at first setting

out to be Pilgrims, and that one would have thought could not

have lived a day, that yet proved very good Pilgrims.—I have
seen some who have run hastily forward, ti)at again have, after

a little time, run just a^ fast back agaib.— 1 have seen some
who have spoken very well of a Pilgrim's life at first, that allter

a while have spoken a^ much against it.—I have heard some,
when thtiy first set out for Paradise, say positively, ' There is

such a place ;* who, when thfey have been almost there, have
come back again, and said, * There is none.'—1 have heard

some vaunt what they would do, in case they should be oppos-

ed, that have, even at a false alarm, fled. faith, the Pilgrim's

way, and all.

could be found maintaining such detestable sentiments as are here stated,

did not facts most- awfully prove it I We need not, however, spend time

in exposing Siich a character : a general expression of the deepest detesta-

tion may suffice ; for none who have been given up to such strong delu-

sion, can reasonably be supposed accessible to the words of truth and so-

beroess. Nor otin ihey succeed in perverting others to such palpable and
gross absurdities and abominable tenets ; except they meet with those,

that have long provoked God, by endeavouring to reconcile a wicked life

with the hope of sah'ation. But it may piroperly be observed, that seve-

ral expressions, which seem to represent /ai/A as an assurance of a per^

soiiat interest ia Christ ; or to intimate, that believers have nothing to do

loith the law^ even as the ruh of their conduct; with many unguarded as-

sertions concerning the liberty of the gospel, and indiscriminate declama-

tions against doubts, fear;, and a legal spirit, have a direct tendency to

prepare the mind of impjji.itent sinners, to receive the poisonous princi-

ples ofavowed Antinomiuns. Much harm has been done in this way, and

great disgrace brought upon the gospel : for there are many of this man's

laind, who have not this man's mouth.
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Now as they were thus in their way, there came one run^

ning to meet them, and said, * Gentlemen, and you of the

weaker sort, if you love life, shift for yourselves, for the rob-

oers are before you.*

Then said Mr. Great-heart, * They be the three that set

upon Little-faith heretofore, Well,' said he, ' we are ready

for them.' So they went on their way. Now they looked at

every turning, when they should have met with the villains
;

but, whether they heurd of Mr. Great-heart, or whether they

had some other game, they came not up to the Pilgrims.

Christiana then wished for an Inn for herself and her chil-

dren, because they were weary. Then said Mr. Honest,
* There is one a Httle before us, where a very honourable dis-

ciple, one Gains, dwells.'* So they all concluded to turn in

thither ; and the rather, because the old gentleman gave him
80 good a report.—So when they came to the door, they went
in not knocking ; for folks use not to knock at the door of an

Inn. Then they called for the master of the house, and he
came to them. So they asked if they might he there that night ?

Gai. Yes, gentlemen, if you be true men ; for my house is

for none but Pilgrims, (b) Then was Christiana, Mercy, and
the boys, more glad, for that the Inn-keeper was a lover oi'

Pilgrims. So they called for rooms, and he showea them one
for Christiana and her chikli-en, and Mercy, and another for

Mr. Greatrheart and the old gentleman.

Then said Mr. Great-heart, ' Good Gains, what hast thou

for supper ? for these Pilgrims have come far to-day, and are

weary.'
.

,
* It is late,' said G^ius, * so we cannot conveniently go out to

*eek food, but such as I iiave you shall be welcome to, if that

will content you.' ' •

Gr.-H. We will be content with what thou hast in the house.;

forasmuch as I have proved thee, thou art never destitute of
that which is convenient.

Then he went down and spake to the cook, whose name was
Taste-that-which-is-good, to get ready supper for so many PU-

* Rom. xvi. 23.

{h) The spiritual refreshment arising from experimental and affection-

ate conversation with Christian friends, seems to he here more especially

intended : yet the name of Gaius sugo;ests also the importance of the apoB>
tie's exhortation, " Use hospitality without ^udg;ing.'" This ought to be
attended to, even in respect to tho^e with whom we have hitherto had BO
Acquaintance, provided their characters are properly certified to us : Ar
apfiarexdl brethren in Christ



"Sob Great-heart celebrates Christianas Ancestors.

irnms.—This done, he comes up again, saying, *.Come, my
good friends, you are welcome to me, and 1 am gliad that I have

a house to entertain you ; and while supper is making ready,

if you please, let us entertain one another, with some good dis-

.:ourse.' So they all said, Content.

Then said Gaius, * Whose wife is this aged matron ? and

whose daughter is this young damsel ?'

Gr.-H. The woman is the wife of one Christian, a Pilgrim

m former times ; and these are his four children. The maid
15 one of her acquaint-ance ; one that she hath persuaded to

'Oiiie with her on pilgrimage. The boys take all ailer their

lather, and covet to. tread in his steps : yea, if they do but see

nny place where the old Pilgrim hath lain, or any print of his

foot, it ministereth joy to their hearts, and they covet to lie or

rread in the same.

Then said Gaius, ' Is this Christian's wife, and are these

Christian's children ? I knew your husband's father, yea, also

his father's father. Many have been good of this stock ; their

ancestors first dwelt at Antioch.* Christian's progenitors, (I

suppose you have heard your husband, talk of them,) were
very worthy men. They have, above any that 1 know, show-

ed themselves men of great virtue and courage, for the Lord
of the Pilgrims, his ways, and them that loved him. I have
heard of many of your husband's relations, that have stood all

trials for the sake of the truth. Stephen, that was one of the

first of the family from whence your husband sprung, was
knocked on the head with stones. t James, another of this ge-

neration, was slain with the edge of the sword. | To say nothing

of Paul and Peter, men anciently of the family from whence,
your husband came, there was Ignatius, who was cast to the

lions ; Ptoman«B, whose flesh was cut by pieces from his bones
;

md Polycarp, that played the man in the fire. There was he
Jiat was hanged up in a basket in the sun, for the wasps to eat

;

and he whom they put into a sack, and cast him into the sea to

be drowned. It would be impossible utterly to count up all

'hat family, that have suffered injuries and death for the love

if a Pilgrim's life. Nor can I but be glad, to see that thy hus-

tjand has left behind him four such boys as these. I hope they

vill bear up their father's name, and tread in their father's

steps, and come to their father's end.'

* Acts xi. 20. + Acts vii. 59, 60. t Acts ii. 2.
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iGr.'H. Indeed, sir, they are likely lads : they seem to

choose heartily their father's ways.

Gai. That is what I said ; wherefore Christian's family is

like still to spread abroad upon the face of the ground, and yet

to be numerous upon the face of the earth : wherefore let

Christiana look out some damsels for her sons, to whom they

may be betrothed, that the name of their father and the house

of his progenitors may never be forgotten in the world.

Hon. It is pity his family should fall and be extinct.

Gai. Fall it cannot, but be diminished it may ; but let Chris-

tiana take my advice, and that's the way to uphold it.

' And Christiana,' said this Inn-keeper, ' I am glad to see

thee and thy friend Mercy together here, a lovely couple. And
may I advise. Take Mercy into a nearer relation to thee : if

she will, let her be given to Matthew, thy eldest son ; it is the

way to 'preserve a posterity in £he earth.'—So this match was
concluded , and in process of time they were married : but more
of that hereafter, (c)

.Gaius also proceeded, and said, ' I will now speak on the

behalf of women, to take away their reproach. For as death

and the curse came into the world by a woman, so also did life

and health :
" God sent forth his Son made of a woman."*

Yea, to show how much those that came after did abhor the

* Gen. iii. Gal. iv. 4.

(c) The author availed himself of the opportuDity, here presented him,
of giving his opinion od a very important subject, abuut which religious

persons often hold different sentiments. He evidently intended to say,

that he deemed it generally most safe and advantageous to the parties

themselves, and most conducive to the spread and permanency of true re-

ligion, for young Christians to marry ; provided it be done in the fear of
God, and according to the rules of his word. Yet we cannot suppose but
he would readily have allowed of exceptions to this rule : for there are
individuals, who, continuing single, employ that time and those talents in

assiduously doing good, which in the married state must have been greatly
abridged or preoccupied ; and thus ihey are more extensively useful than
their brethren. Yet, in common cases, the training U[. of a family, by
the combined efforts of pious parents, in honesty, sobriety, industry, and
the principles of true religion, when united with fervent prayer, and the
persuasive eloquence of a good example, is so important a service to the
church and to the community, that few persons are capable of doing
greater or more permanent good in any other way. But this requires
strict attention to the rules of scripture, in every step of these grand con-
cerns : for children, brought up in ungodliness and ignorance, among those
who are strangers to the gospel, are far more hopeful, than such as have
received a bad education, witnessed bad examples, and imbibed worldly
principles, in tlie families of evangelical professors.
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act of the mother, thiasex in the Old Testament coveted chil

dren, if happily this or that woman might be the mother of the

Saviour of the world. I will say again, that when the Saviour

was come, women rejoiced in him before either man or An-
gel.* I read not that ever man did give unto Christ so much as

one groat ; but the women " followed him, and ministered to

him of their substance." It was a woman that washed his feet

with tears, and a woman that anointed his body to the burial.

They were women that wept, when he was going to the Cross
;

and women that followed him from the Cross, and that sat by
his Sepulchre when he wis buried. They were women that

were first with him at his resurrection morn ; and women that

brought tidings first to his disciples, that he was risen from the

dead-t Women therefore are highly favoured, and show by
these things, that they are sharers with us in the grace of life.'

Now the cook sent up to, signify that supper was almost rea-

!y ; and sent one to Liy the cloth, and 'tne trenchers, and to

et the salt and bread in order.

Then said Matthew, ' The sight of this cloth, and of this

orerunner of the supper, begetteth in me a greater appetite

.0 my food than I had before.'

Gai. So let all ministering doctrines to thee, in this life, be-

get in thee a greater desire to sit at the supper of the great

King in his kingdom ; for all preaching, books, and ordinances

here, rire but as the laying of the trenchers, and as setting of

salt upon the board, when compared with the feast that our

Lord will make us when we come to his house.

So supper came up ; .md first a heave-shoulder and a wave-

breast were set on the table before them ; to show that they

must begin the meal with prayer and praisp to God.| The
heave-shoulder David lifted his heart up to God with ; and
with the wave-breast, where his heart lay, with that he used

to lean upon his harp when he played.—These two dishes were
very fresh and good, and they all ate henrtily thereof.

The next they brought up was a bottle of -wine, as red ai

blood. So Gains said to them, ' Drink freely, this is the true

juice of the vine that makes gL(d the heart of God and man.-

So they drank and were merry. §—The next was a dish of milk

* Luke iu t Luke vii. 37—50 viii. 2, 3. xxiii. 27. xxiv. 22, 23
John it 3. Ki. 2. Matt, xxvii. 5o, 56—61, :}. Lev. vii. 32—34. x
14, 15. Psa. XXV. 1. Heb. xii:. 15- •

^ Deut. xxxii. 14. Judges i^
13. John XV.

^
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well crumbed : but Gaius said, * Let the boys have that, that

they may *' grow thereby."*— i hen they brought up in course

a dish of butter and honey. Then said Gaius, * Eat freely of

this, for this is good to cheer up and strengthen your judgments

and understandings,' This was oux Lord's dish »vhen he was

a child :
*' Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to

refuse the evil and choose the good."t—Then they brought

him up a dish of apples, and they were very good tasted fruit.

Then said Matthew, * May we eat apples, since they were

such by and with which the serpent beguiled our first mother V
Then said Gaiws,

Apples were they with which we were beguil'd,

Yet sm, not apples, hath our souls defil'd :

Aj^ j les forbid, if ate, corrupt the blood ;

Tc '^at such wheo commanded, does us g^ood :

Drink of bis flagons, then, th(»u Church, his Dove,
And eat h's apples, who are sick of love.'

Then said Matthew, * I made the scruple, because a while

since. I was sick with eating of fruit.'

. Gai. Forbidden fruit will make you sick, but not what our

Lord has tolerated.

While they were thus talking, they were presented with ano-

ther dish, and it was a dish of nuts.| Then said some at the

table, 'Nuts spoil tender teeth, especially the teeth of the

children.* Which when Gaius heard, he said :

' Hard texts are nuts, (I will not call them cheaters,)

Whose bhells do keep their kernels from the eaters

:

Ope tnen the shells, and you shall have the meat

;

They here are brought for you to crack and eat.' (d)

* 1 Pet. ii. 1, 2. t Isa. vii. 15. t Sol- Song vi. U.
(d) The different parts of social worship and Christian fellowship are

here allej^oricaliy described. The heave-shoulder and icave-breast prescri-

bed in the ceremonial law, seem to have typified the power and love of

our great High Priest ; and to hafve conveyed an instruction to the priests

to do tiieir work with all their might, and with their whole heart: but
they are here supposed to be also emblems of fervent prayer and grateful

praise. The wine represents the exhilarating remembrance of the love of

Christ in shedding his blood for us, and the application of the blessing to

ourselves by living faith. The milk is the emblem of the plain, simple,

and important instructions of scripture, as brought forward by believers,

when they meet together, for their edification. The butter and honey may
denote those animating ^iews of God, and realizing anticipations of hea-
venly joy, which tend greatly to establish the judgment, instruct the un-
derstanding, and determine the affections in cleaving to the good part that
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Then they were very merry, and sat at the table a long time,

talking of many things. Then said the old gentleman, 'My'
good landlord, whUe ye are cracking your nuts, if you please,

do you opea this riddle :

A mail there was, (though some did count him mad^
The more he ca^t away the more he had.'

Then they all gave good heed, wondering what good Gaius
would say ; so he sat still a while, and then thus replied :

' He who thus bestow? his goods upon the poor,

Shall have as much again, and ten times more.'

Then said Joseph, * I dare say, sir, I did not think you could

have found it out.*

' Oh,' said Gaius, * Ihave been trained up in this way a great

while : nothing teaches like experience : I have learned of

my Lord to be kind ; and have found by experience, that I

have gained thereby. " There is that scattereth, and yet in-

creaseth ; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but

it tendeth to poverty :" '* There is that maketh himself rich^

yet hath nothing : there is that maketh himself poor, yet hath

great riches."?^

Then Samuel whispered to Christiana, his mother, and said,

* Mother, this is a very good man's house ; let us stay here a

good while, and let my brother Matthew be married here to

Mercy before we go any further.'

The which Gaius the host overhearing, said, * With a very

goo»l will, my child.'

So they staid here more than a month, and Mercy was given

to Matthew to wife.

While they staid here, Mercy, a« her custom was, would be

* Proy. xi. 24. xiii. 7.

the believer hath chosen. The apples represent the promises and privl

leges, which believers possess by communion with Christ, in his ordi

nance* ;* and the nuts si^ify such difficult subjects as experience and
observation enable mature Christians to understand ; and which amply
repay the pains of endeavouring to penetrate their meaning, though they

are not proper for the discussion of young converts. Whatever unbeliev

crs may think, a company of Christians, employing themselves in the

manner here described, have far sweeter enjoyments thaui they ever expe-

rienced when engaged in the mirth, diversions, and pleasures of the

world : for these are merely the shadow of joy, but religion puts us in

possession of the substance.

* SoL Song: ii. 3.
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making coats and garments to give to the poor, by which she

brought up a very good report upon Pilgrims, (c)

But to return again to our story. After supper the lads de-

sired a bed, for they were weary with travelling : then Gains

•'.ailed, to show then their chamber ; but, said Mercy, ' I will

hive them to bed.' So she had them to bed, and they slept

well : but the rest sat up all night ; for Gaius and they were
such suitable company, that they could not t^ll how to part.

Then after much talk of their Lord, themselves, and their jour-

ney, old Mr. Honest, (he that put forth the riddle to Gains,)

began to nod. Then said Great-heart, * What, sir, you begin

to be drowsy ! fcome, rub up, now here is a riddle for you.'

Then said Mr. Honest, ' Let us hear it.'

Then said Mr. Great-heart,

' He that will kill, must first be overcome :

Who live abroad woulU, first must die at home.'

' Ha !' said Mr. Honest, ' it is a hard one, hard to expound,

and harder to practise. But come, landlord,' said he, * 1 will,

if you please, leave my part to you \ do you expound it, and I

will hear what you say.'

* No,' said Gaius, ' it was put to you, and it is expected you
should answer it.' Then said the old gentleman,

* He first by grace must conquer'd be,

That sin would mortify

:

Who, that he lives, would convince me.
Unto himself must die.'

' * It is right,' said Gaius ; * good doctrine and experience
teach this. For, until grace displays itself, and overcomes the

soul with its glory, it is altogether without heart to oppose sin
;

besides, if sin is Satan's cords, by which the soul hes bound,
how should it m,ike resistance, before it is loosed from that in-

frrmit}' ? (/) Nor will any, that knows either resuion or grace,

(c) It our love to sinners be only shown by seeking their spiritual good,
it will be considered 'as a mere bigoted desire to proselyte them to our
sector party : but uniform, diligent, and expensive endeavours to relieve
their temporal wants are intelligible to every man, and bring a good re-

port on the profession of the gospel.*

(/) The gracious operations of the Holy Spirit are here meant. These
overcome our natural pride, love of sin, and aversion from God and reli-

gion ; and then we repent, believe in Christ, are justified by faith, mortify
sin, die to ourselves, and live to God in righteousness and true holiness

=» Matt. V. 16.
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believe that such a man can be a living monument of grace,

that is a slave to his own corruption.—And now it comes in my
mind I will tell you a story worth the hearing.—There were
two men thai went on pilgrimage, the one begin when he was
young, the other when he was old ; the young man had strong

corruptions to grapple with, the old man's were weak with the

decays of nature : the young man trode his steps as even as

did the old one, and was every way as light as he : who now,
or which of them, had their graces shining clearest, since both

seemed to be alike ?'

Hon. The young man's, doubtless. For that which heads

it against the greatest opposition gives best demonstration that

it is strongest ; especially when it also holdeth pace with that

that meets not with half so much ; as to be sure old age does

not.—Besides, I have observed, that old men have blessed

themselves with this mistake ; nanriely, taking the decays of

nature for a gracious conquest over corruptions, and so have
been apt to beguile themselves. Indeed, old men, that arc

gracious, are best able to give advice to ihem that are young,

because they have seen most of the emptiness of things ; but

yet, for an old and a young man to set out both together, the

young one has the advantage of the fairest discovery of a work
of grace within him, though the old man's corruptions are na-

turally the weakest:
(jg)

(g) Old age affords great advantages in overcoming some corrupt pro-

pensities : yet habits of indulgence often more than counterbalance the
decays of nature ; and avarice, suspicion, and peevishness, with other

evils, gather strength as men advance in years. It is therefore in some
particulars only, that age has the advantage over youth ; and as some old

men imagine that they have renounced sin, because they are no longer

capable of committing the crimes in wrhich they once lived ; so there are

young men, who presume that they shall live to be old, and imagine that

repentance will then be comparatively easy to them : whereas sin, in one
form or other, gathers strength and establishes its dominion, as long as it

is permitted to reign in the soul. The iustruction, however, that is here
conveyed, is very important, provided it be properly understood ; for if

we do not estimate the advantages of our situation, we connot determine
how far exjkerual amendment results from internal renovation. During
tedious diseases, or in ihe immediate prospect o( death, men often feel very
indifferent to th -^ world, set against sin, disinclined to former indulgencies,

and earnest about salvation : yet returning health, business, company,
and temptation, terminate such promising appearances. Mauy suppose
themselves to be very good tempered, while every oue studies to oblige

them
; yet provocation excites vehement anger and resentment in the

breast : nay, riches and honour while at a great distance seem to have no
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Thus they sat talking till break of day. Now when the fa-

mily was up, Christiana bid her son James that he should read

a chapter ; so he read the fifty-third of Isaiah. When he had

done, Mr. Honest asked. Why it was said that the Saviour is

said to come " out of a dry ground ;'.' and also that he had " no

form or comeliness in him ?"

Then said Mr. Great-heart —To the first, I answer, be-

cause the church of the Jews, of which Christ came, had then

lost almost all the sap and spirit of religion. To the second, I

3ay, the words are spoken in the person of the unbeliever, who,
because they want the eye that can see into our Prince's heart,

therefore they judge of him by the meanness of his outside.

Just like those that know not that precious stones are covered

over with a homely crust ; who, when they have found one,

because they know not what they have found, cast it again

away, as men do a common stone.

' Well,' said Gains, ' now you are here, and since, as I know,
Mr. Great-heart is good at his weapons, if you please, after we
have refreshed ourselves, we will walk into the fields, to see if

we can do any good. About a mile from hence, there is one
Slay-good, a giant, that does much annoy the King's highway
in these parts ; and I know whereabout his haunt is : he is

master of a number of thieves : it would be well if we could

clear these parts of him.'

So they consented, and went, Mr. Great-heart with his swocd,

helmet, and shield, and the rest with spears and staves.

When they came to the place where he was, they found him
with one Feeble-mind in his hand, whom his servants had
brought unto him, having taken him in the way. Now the gi-

ant was rifling him, with a purpose, after that, to pick his

bones ; for he was of the nature of flesh-eaters.

Well, as soon as he saw Mr. Great-heart and his friends at

the mouth of the cave, with their weapons, he demanded what
they wanted,

Gr.-H. We want thee, for we are come to revenge the quar-

rels of the many that thou hast slain of the Pilgrims, when thoa
hast dragged them out of the King's highway ; wherefore come
out of thy cave.—Se he armed himself, and came out ; and to

the battle they went, and fought for above an hour, and then
stood still to take wind.

charms for those, who are powerfully attracted by their magnetical influ*

ence, wbeD placed within their reach !

Rr 27
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Then said the giant, * Why are you here on my ground V
Gr.-H. To revenge the blood of Pilgrims, as I also told thee

before.—So they went to it again, and the giant made Mr,
Great-heart give back ; but he came up again, and in the great-

ness of his mind he let fly with such stoutness at the giant's

head and sides, that he made him let his weapon fall out of his

hand ; so he smote and slew him, and cut off his head, and

brought it away to the Inn. He also took Feeble-mind, the

Pilgrim, and brought him with him to his lodgings. When
they were come home, they showed his head to the family, and

set it up, as they had done others before, for a terror to those

that shall attempt to do as he, hereafter. (It)

Then they asked Mr. Feeble-mind, how he fell into his

hands ?

Then said the poor man, * I am a sickly man, as you see, and

because death did usually once a day knock at my door, I

thought I should never be well at home : so I betook myself to

a Pilgrim's life ; and have travelled hither from the town of

Uncertain, where I and my father were born. I ;mi a man of

no strength at all of body, nor yet of mind ; but would, if I

could, though 1 can but crawl, spend my life in the Pilgrim's

(ft) The refreshmeiit ofdirine consolations, and Christian fellowship, is

intended to prepare us for vigorously maintaininof the ^ood fight of faith ;

not only against the enemies of our own souls, but also ajgrainst the op-

posers of our holy religion, according to tlie talents intrusted to us, and
the duties of our several stations. We are soldiers belonging to one great

army under the command of tlie Captain of our salvation ; and we ought

to strive against sin, and ^' contend for the faith once delivered to the

saints," by our profession, example, prayer?, converse, and every other

method authorized by the word of God. All that love the Lord are our

brethren ; and every thing that can mislead, dismay, or hinder any of

them, should be considered as an adversary to the common cause ; and we
should coanteract with meekness, but with firmness and decision, all the

endeavouri* of those, wlio obstruct men in the ways of the Lord, or turn

them aside into by-paths. It does not, however, clearly appear what par-

ticular descriptioa of opposers were represented by Slay-good : whether
the author had in view certain selfish and malignant perseciitors, who in-

timidated professors by fines and imprisonment, to ihe hazard of their lives,

or of their soul.s; ot some plausible heretics, who "taught things which
they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake," to the total ruin oi many that seem-

ed hopeful, and the great detriment of others who were weak in faith and
unestablished in judgment. The conflict seems merely to denote the ef-

forts which Christians should make to prevent the efiect of such opposition

and delusion, and to remove such occasions of mischief out of the way;
as also to show that the strong in faith are peculiarly called to these ser-

vices, and ought not to shrink from hardship, danger, and suffering, in S9

good a cause.
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way.—When I came at the gate that is at the head of the way,
the Lord of that place did entertain me freely ; neither object-

ed he against my weakly looks, nor against my feeble mind
;

but gave me such things as were necessary for my journey,

and bid me hope to the end.—When I came to the house of the

Interpreter, I received much kindness there ; and because the

hill of Difficulty was judged too hard forme, I was carried up
that by one of his servants.—Indeed I have found much relief

from Pilgrims, though none was willing to go so softly as I am
forced to do : yet still as they came on, they bid me be of good
cheer, and said, that it was the will of their Lord, that " com-
fort" should be given " to the feeble-minded ;"* and so went
on their own pace.—When I was come to Assault-lane, then

this giant met with me, and bid me prepare for an encounter

;

but alas ! feeble one that I was ! I had more need of a cordial

:

so he came up and took me. I conceived he should not kill

me : also when he had gotten me into his den, since I went not

with him willingly, 1 believed I should come out alive again
;

for I have heard, that not any Pilgrim, that is taken captive by
violent hands, if he keeps heart-whole towards his Master, is,

by the laws of Providence, to die by the hand of the enemy.
Robbed I looked to be, and robbed to be sure I am ; but I am,
as you see, escaped with life, for the which I thank my King as

author, and you as the means. Other brunts I also look for
;

but this I have resolved on, to wit, to run when 1 can, to go

when I cannot run, and to creep v/hen I cannot go. As to the

main, I thank him that loved me, I am fixed : my way is before

me, my mind is beyond the river that has no bridge ; though
I am, as you see, but of a feeble mind.' [i]

* 1 Thess. V. 14.

(i) The character of Feeble-mind seems to coincide in some things with
that of Fearing; and in others with the description of Little- faith. Con-
stitutional timidity and lowness of spirits, arising from a feeble frame and
frequent sickness, while they are frequently the means of exciting men to

religion, give also a peculiar cast to their views and the nature of their

profession ; tend to hold them under perpetual discouragements, and unUl
them for hard and perilous services. This, seems implied in the name
given to the native place cf Feeble-mind : his uncertainty or hesitation in

hi« religious profession was the effect of his natural turn of mind, which
was opposite to the sanguine and confident. Yet this timid and discou-

raged irresolution is often connected with evident sincerity and remarka-
ble perseverance in the ways of God. The principal difference between
Feeble-mind and Fearing seems to be this : that the former was more
afraid of opposition, and the latter more doubtful about the event ; which
perhaps may intimate, that Slay-good rather represents persecutora ihm
deceivers.
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.

Then said Mr. Honest, * Have not you some time ago been
acquainted with one Mr. Fearing, a Pilgrim V

Feebl, Acquainted with him ! yes : he came from the town
of Stupidity, which lies four degrees northward of the city of

Destruction, and as many ofif of where I was born
;
yet we

were well acquainted, for indeed he was my uncle, my father's

brother ; he and I have been much of a temper : he was a lit-

tle shorter than 1, but yet we were much of a complexion.
Hon. I perceive you know him ; and I am apt to believe

also that you were related one to another, for you have his

whitely look, a cast like his with your eye, and your speech
is much alike.

Feebl. Most have said so that have known us both ; and, be-

sides, what I have read in him, I have for the most part found

in myself.
' Come, sir/ said good Gains, ' be of good cheer

;
you are

welcome to me, and to my house, and what thou hast a mind
to, call for freely ; and what thou wouldest have my servants

do for thee, they will do it with a ready mind.'

Then said Mr. Feeble-mind, ' This is an unexpected fa-

vour, and as the sun shining out of a very dark cloud. Did
giant Slay-good intend me this favour when he stopped me,
and resolved to let me go no further ? Did he intend, that af-

ter he had rifled my pocket, 1 should go to " Gaius mine host ?"

Yet so it is.'

Now just as Mr. Feeble-mind and Gaius were thus in talk,

Ihere comes one running, and called at the door, and told, that

about a mile and a half off there was one Mr. Not-right, a Pil-

•,Tim, struck dead upon the place where he was, with a thun-

derbolt.

' Alas !'" said Mr. Feeble-mind, ' is he slain ? He overtook me
some days before I came so far as hither, and would oe my
company-keeper: he also was with me when Slay-good the

giant took me, but he was nimble of his heels, and escaped :

but, it seems, he escaped to die, and I was took to live.' (^k)

(k) Here again we meet with a contrast between a feeble believer and

i specious hypocrite. The latter eludes persecution by time-serving, yet

perishes in his sins : the former suffers and trembles, yet hopes ; is deli-

vered and comforted, and finds his trials terminate in his greater advan-

tage. The frequency with which this difference is introduced, and the

variety of character by which it is illustrated, shows us how important

the author deemed it, to warn false professors at the same time that we
comfort the feeble-minded, and to mark as exactly as we can the discrimi-

nating peculiarities of their aim and experience.



Matthew and Mercy are married. 317

"What, one would think, doth seek to slay outright,

Ofttimes delivers from the saddest plight.

That very Providence, whose face is death,

Doth ofttimes, to the lowly, life bequeath.

I taken was, he did escape and flee

:

Hands cross'd gave death to him, and life to me.'

Now about this time Matthew and Mercy were married : also

"Qfaius gave his daughter Phebe to James, Matthew's brother,

(o wife. After which time they staid about ten days at Gaius's

house ; spending their time, and the season, like as Pilgrims

used to do.

When they were to depart, Gaius made them a feast, and

they did eat and drink, and were merry. Now the hour was

come that they must be gone ; wherefore Mr. Great-heart call-

ed for a reckoning. But Gaius told him, that at his house it

was not the custom of Pilgrims to pay for their entertainment.

He boarded them by the year, but looked for his pay from the

Good Samaritan, who had promised him, at his return, whatso-

ever charge he was at with them, faithfully to repay him.*

Then said Mr. Great-heart to him,—" Beloved, thou doest

faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the brethren and to stran-

gers, which have borne witness of thy charity before the

church ; whom if thou yet bring forward on their journey, af-

ter a godly sort, thou shalt do well."t

Then Gaius took his leave of them all, and his children, and
particularly of Mr. Feeble-mind : he also gave him something
to drink by the way.

Now Mr. Feeble-mind, when they were going out at tne

door, made as if he intended to linger. The which when Mr.
Great-heart espied, he said, ' Come, Mr. Feeble-mind, pray
do you go idong with us, I will be your conductor, and you
shidl fare as the rest.'

Feebl. Alas ! I want a suitable companion
;
you are all lusty

and strong : but I, as you see, am weak ; I choose therefore

rather to come behind, lest by reason of my many infirmities,

I should be both a burden to myself and to you. I am, as 1

said, a man of a weak and a feeble mind, and shall be offended

and made weak at that which others can bear. I shall like no

laughing : 1 shall like no gay attire : I shall like no unprofita-

ble questions. Nay, I am so weak a man, as to be offended

with that which others have a liberty to do. I do not know all

* Luke X. 34, 35. t 3 John 5, 6.

27*
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the truth : I am a very ignorant Christian man : sometimes, if

f hear some rejoice in the Lord, it troubles me, because I can*

not do so too. It is with me, as it is with a weak man among
'he strong, or as a lamp despised. " He that is ready to slip

with his feet, is as a lamp defepised in the thought of him that

is at ease ;"* so that I know not what to do.

* But, brother,' said Mr. Great-heart, ' I have it in commis-
5lon to " comfort the feeble-minded," and to support the weak.
Vou must needs go along with us : we will wait for you, we
will lend you our help ; we will deny ourselves of some things,

3oth opinionative and practical, for your sake ; we will not en-

ter into " doubtful disputations" before you ; we will be made
ill things to you, rather than you shall be left behind.'! (/)

Now all this while they were at Gaius's door ; and behold,

15 they were thus in the heat of their discourse, Mr. Ready-to-
'lalt came by, with his crutches in his hand, and he also was
^aing on Pilgrimage.

;{:

Then said Mr. Feeble-mind to him, ' How camest thou

hither ? I was but now complaining that I had not a suitable

companion ; but thou art according to my wish. Welcome,
.velcome, good Mr. Ready-to-halt, 1 hope thou and I may be
iome help.'

^ I shall be glad of thy company,' said the other ;
* and good

* Job xii. 5. t Rom. xiv. 1 Cor. viii. ix. 22. "^ Psa. xxxviii. 17.

(l) Weak believers are conscientious even to scrupulosity : so far from
^lowin^ themselves in the practice of known sin, or the omission of evi-

lent duty, they are prone to abridge themselves in things which are in-

Jiflferent ; they often impose rules on themselves which they do not expect

others to observe ; and sometimes are sensible that their uneasiness, at the

liberty used by their brethren, arises from ignorance and low attainments

:

md therefore they deem it better to live retired, than to burden others

mth their peculiarities, or be grieved with things which every where
Tieet their observation. But there are persons, that expect to be encou-

.-aged as weak believers, who are far removed from such scrupulousness ;

ind whose weakness consists merely in an inability to maintain an unwa-
•. ering confidence, while they live in a loose and negligent manner. These
seem more to resemble Not-right than Feeble-mind. They that are in-

deed weak believers, should learn from this passage, to beware of censori-

7usness, and of making tliemselves a standard for others ; and their stronger

brethren should be reminded not to da^pise or grieve them, by an inexpe-

iient use of their liberty. (The author, in a marginrd note, has marked
"jrreat-heart's answer as a Christian spirit.) They will, however, com-
monly find associates, in some measure of their own turn, who are often

more useful to them, than such as cannot entirely sympathize with theii

feelings.
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Mr. Feeble-mind, rather than we will part, since we are thus

happily met, I will lend thee one of my crutches.'

* Nay,' said he, * though I thank thee for thy good will, I am
not inclined to halt befere I am lame. Howbeit, I think, when
occasion is, it may help me against a dog.'

Ready-to-halt, If either myself or my crutches can do thee a

pleasure, we are both at thy command, good Mr. Feeble-mind.

Thus therefore they went on. Mr. Great-heart and Mr.

Honest went before, Christiana and her children went next,

and Mr. Feeble-mind and Mr. Ready-to-halt came behind with

his crutches. Then said Mr. Honest, * Pray, sir, now we are

upon the road, tell us some profitable things of some that have

gone on pilgrimage before us.'

Gr.-H. With a good will. I suppose you hare heard how
Christian of old did meet with Apollyon in the valley of Humi-
liation, and also what hard work he had to go through the val-

ley ofthe Shadow of Death. Also 1 think you cannot but have

heard how Faithful was put to it by Madam Wanton, with Adam
the First, with one Discontent, and Shame : four as deceitful

villains as a man can meet with upon the road.

Hon. Yes, I believe I heard of all this : but indeed good

Faithful was hardest put to it with Shame : he was an unweari-

ed one.

Gr.-H. Ay : for as the Pilgrim well said, * He of all men
had the wrong name.'

Hon. But pray, sir, where was it that Christian and Faithful

met Talkative ? that same was a notable one.

Gr.-H. He was a confident fool
;
yet many follow his ways.

Hon. He had like to have beguiled Faithful.

Gr.-H. Ay, but Christian put him into a way quickly to find

him out.

Thus they went on till they came to the place where Evan-
gelist met with Christian and Faithful, and prophesied to them
what they should meet with at Vanity-Fair.

Then said their guide, ' Hereabouts did Christian and Faith-

ful meet with Evangelist, who prophesied to them of what trou-

bles they should meet with at Vanity-Fair.'

Hon. Say you so ? I dare say it was a hard chapter that then

he did read unto them, (m)

(m) The near prospect of persecution is formidable even to true be-
lievers, notwithstanding all the encouragements of God's word. It is

therefore very useful to realize such scenes to our minds, and to coiisider
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Gr.-H. It was so, but then he gjave them encouragement

whhal. But what do we talk of them ? they were a couple ot

lion-like men ; they had set their faces like flints. Do not you
remember how undaunted they were when they stood before

the judge ?

Hon. Well, Faithful bravely suffered.

Gr.-H. So he did, and as brave things came on't : for Hope-
ful and some others, as the story relates, were converted by
his death.*

Hon. Well, pray go on ; for you are well acquainted with

things.

Gr.-H. Above all that Christian met with after he had pass-

ed through Vanity-Fair, one by-ends was the arch one.

Hon. By-ends ! What was he ?

Gr.-H. A very arch fellow, a downright hypocrite , one

that would be religious, which way ever the world went but

so cunning that he would be sure never to lose or to suffer for

it. He had his mode of relisjion for every fresh occasion and
his wife wns as good at it as he. He would turn and change

from opinion to opinion
;
yea, and plead tor so doing too. But

as fjir as I could learn, he came to an ill-end with his by-ends;

nor did 1 ever hear, that any of his children were ever of any

esteem with any that truly inar God.t
Now by this time they were come within sight of the town

of Vanity, where Vanity-Fair is kept. So when they saw that

they were so near the town, they consulted with one another

how they should pass through the town : and some said one

thing, and some another. At last Mr. Great-heart s lid, ' I have,

as you may understind, often been a conductor of Pilgrims

through this town : now I am acquainted with one Mr. iMnason,

a Cyprusi;in by nation, and an old disciple, at whose house we
may lodge. Ifyou think good,' said he, ' we will turn in there.'

* Content,' said old Honest ;
* Content,' said Christiana

;

' Content,' said Mr. Feeble-mind ; and so they said all. Now
you must think it was even-tide by that they got to the outside

of the town ; but Mr. Great-heart knew the way to the old

* Part i. p. 107—141. t Part i. p. 142—166.
how we should feel were they actually present; that we may be pre-

served from sell-confidence ; excited to diligence in every thing connected
with the assurance of hope ; put on our guard against every action or en-

gagement which might weaken our confidence in God ; and pray without
ceasing, for that measure of wisdom, fortitude, patience, meekness, faith

aad love, which mi^ht be sufficient for us, should matters come to the worst.
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man's house. So thither they came ; and he called at the

door, and the old man within knew his tongue so soon as ever

he heard it : so he opened, and they all came in. Then said

Mnason, their host, ' How far have ye come to-day V So they

said, ' From the house of Gaius our friend.' ' I promise you,'

said he, * you have gone a good stitch
;
you may well be wea-

ry ; sit down.' So they sat down.

Then said their guide, 'Come, what cheer, good^ sirs ? I

dare say you are welcome to my friend.'

* I also,' said Mr. Mnason, ' do bid you welcome ; and what-

ever you want, do but say, and we will do what we can to get

it for you.

Hon. Our great want, a while since, was harbour and good

company, and now I hope we have both.

Alnas. For harbour, you see what it is ; but for good com-
pany, that will appear in the triaU

' Well,' said Mr. Great-heart, * will you have the Pilgrims

into their lodging V
' I will,' said Mr. Mnason. So he had them to their respec-

tive places ; and also showed them a very fair dining-room,

where they might be, and sup together, until time was come to

go to rest.

Now when they were set in their places, and were a little

cheery after their journey, Mr. Honest asked his landlord, if

there were any store of good people in the town ?

Mnas. We have a ^e.w ; for indeed they are but a few, when
compared with them on the other side.

Hon. But how shall we do to see some of them ? for the

sight ofgood men, to them that are going on pilgrimage, is like

to the appearing of the moon and stars to them that are going

a journey, {n)

Then Mr. Mnason stamped with his foot, and his daughter
Grace came up : so he said unto her, ' Grace, go you, tell my
friends, Mr. Contrite, Mr. Holy-man, Mr. Love-saints, Mr.
Dare-not-lie, and Mr. Penitent, that I have a friend or two at

my house, that have a mind this evening to see.them.'

So Grace went to call them, and they came ; and, after sa-

lutation made, they sat down together at the table.

(n) Even in those populous cities, where vanity most prevails, and
where persecution at some seasons has most raged, a remnant of real

Christians generally reside ; and believers will in every place inquire after

such persons and associate with them.'''

* Psa. cxix. 63. 1 John iii. 14.

Ss
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Then said Mr. Mnason, their landlord, ' My neighbours, [

have, as you see, a company of strangers come to my house :

they are Pilgrims : they come from afar, and are going to Mount
Zion. But who,' quoth he, ' do you think this is ?' (pointing

his finger at Christiana.) * It is Christiana, the wife of Chris-

tian, that famous Pilgrim, who, with Faithful his brother, were
so shamefully handled in our town.'—At that they stood amaz-
ed, sj'ying, ' We little thought to see Christiana, when Grace
came to call us : wherefore this is a very comfortable surprise.'

Then they asked her about her welfare, and if these young
men were her husband's sons. And when she had told them
they were, they said, ' The King, whom you love and serve,

make you as your father, and bring you where he is in peace/
Then Mr. Honest, when they were all sat down, asked Mr

Contrite, and tiie rest, in what posture their town was at pre-

sent.

Contr. You may be sure we are full of hurry in fair-time. It

is hard keepmg our hearts and spirits in good order, when we
are in a cumbered condition. He that lives in such a place as

this, and that has to do with such as we have, has need of an

i(em, to caution him to take heed every moment of the day.

Hon. But how are your neighbours now for quietness ?

Contr. They are much more moderate now than formerly.

You know how Christian and Faithful were used at oiir town :

but of late, I say, they have been far more moderate. I think

the blood of Faithful lieth with load upon them till now ; for

since they burned him, they have been ashamed to burn any

more : in those days we were afraid to walk the streets, but

now we can show our heads. Then the name of a professor

was odious ; now, especially in some parts of our town, (for

you know our town is large,) religion is coupted honourable.

Then said Mr. Contrite to them, ' Pray how fareth it with

you in your pilgrimage ? How stands the country affected to-

wards you ?'

Hon. It happens to us, as it happeneth to way-faring men :

sometimes our way is clean, sometimes foul, sometimes uphill,

sometimes downhill ; we are seldom at a certainty : the wind

is not always on our backs, nor is every one a friend that we
meet with in the way. We have met with some notable rubs

already : and what are yet behind we know not ; but, for the

most part, we find it true that has been talked of old,— * A good
man must suffer trouble.'
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Cantr. You talk of rubs : what rubs have you met withal ?

Hon. Nay, ask Mr. Great-heart, our guide, for he can give

the best account of that.

Gr.-H. We have been beset three or four times already.

First, Christiana and her children were beset with tv\'o ruffians,

that they feared would take away their lives. We were beset

with giant Bloody-man, giant Maul, and giant Slay-good. In-

deed we did rather beset the last, than were beset of him.

And thus it was : after we had been some time at the house of
'• Gaius mine host, and of the whole church," we were minded
upon a time to take our weapons with us, and so go see if we
could light upon any of those that were enemies to Pilgrims

;

for we heard that there was a notable one thereabouts. Now
Gaius knew his haunt better than I, because he dwelt therea-

bouts : so we looked and looked, till at last we discerned the

mouth of his cave ; then we were glad, and plucked up our
spirits. So w^e approached up to his den ; and lo, when we
came there, he had dragged, by mere force, into his net, this

poor man, Mr. Feeble-mind, and was about to bring him to his

end. But when he saw us, supposing, as we thought, he had
another prey, he left the poor man in his house, and came out.

So we fell to it full sore, and he lustily laid about him ; but in

^conclusion, he was brought down to the ground, and his head
cut off, and set up by the way-side, for a terror to such as

should after practise such ungodliness. That I tell you the

truth, here is the man himself to affirm it, who was as a lamb
taken out of the mouth of the lion.

Then said Mr. Feeble-mind, ''I found this true, to my cost

and comfort : to my cost, when he threatened to pick my bones
every moment ; and to my comfort, when I saw Mr. Great-

heart and his friends, with their weapons, approach so near for

my deliverance.'

Then said'Mr.- Holy-man, ' There are two things that they

have need to be possessed of, that go on pilgrimage ; courage,

and an unspotted life. If they have not courage, they can

never hold on their yrnj ; and if their lives be loose, they will

make the very nam^ of a Pilgrim stink.'

Then said Mr. Love-saint, ' I hope this caution is not neel-

ful among you > but truly there are many that go upon tiie

road, that rather declare themselves strangers to pilgrimage,

than strangers and Pilgrims in the earth.

ti Then said Mr. Dare-not-lie, iit is true, ihev neither have
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the Pilgrim's weed, nor the Pilgrim's courage : they go not

uprightly, but all awry, with their feet : one shoe goeth in-

ward, another outward, and their hosen out behind
; here a

rag, and there a rent, to the disparagement of their Lord.'
* These things,' said Mr. Penitent, ' they ought to be trou-

bled for ; nor are the Pilgrims like to have that grace upon
them and their Pilgrim's progress as they desire, until the way
is cleared of such spots and blemishes.'

Thus they sat talking and spending the time until supper was
set upon the table. Unto which they went and refreshed their

weary bodies : so they went to rest. Now they staid in the

Fair a great while, at the house of Mr. Mnason, who, in pro-

cess of time, gave his daughter Grace unto Samuel, Christiana's

son, and his daughter Martha to Joseph.

The time, as I said, that they lay Iiere was long : for it was
not now as irf former times. V*'herefore the Pilrgims grew ac-

quainted with many of the good people of the town, and did

them what service they could. Mercy, as she was wont, la-

boured much for the poor ; wherefore their bellies and backs

blessed her, and she was there an Ornament to her profession.

And, to say the trut]-. for Grace, Phebe, and Martha, they were
all of a very good n;iture, and did much good in their places.

They were also all of them very fruitful ; so that Christiana's

name, as was said before, was like to live in the world.

While they lay here, there came a monster out of the woods,

and slew many of the people of the town. K would also carry

away their children, and teach them to suck its whelps. Now
no man in the town durst so much as face this monster ; but all

men fled when they heard of the noise of his coming. The
monster was like unto no one beapt upon the earth ; its body
was " like a dragon, and it had seven heads and ten horns."*

It made great havoc of children, and yet it was governed by a

woman. This monster propounded conditions to men; and

such men as loved their lives more than their souls, accepted

of those conditions.

Now Mr. Great-heart, together with those who came to visit

the Pilgrims at Mr. Mnnson's house, entered into a covenant

to go and engage this beast, if perhaps they might deliver the

people of this town fromthe paws and mouth of this so devour-

ing a serpent.
,

Then did Mr, Great-heart, Mr. Contrite, Mr. Holy-man,

* Rev. xii. 3.
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Mr. Dare-not-lie, and Mr. Penitent, with their weapons, go
forth to meet him. Now the monster, at first, was very ram-
pant, and looked upon these enemies with great disdain ; but

they so belaboured him, being sturdy men at arms, that they

made him make a retreat : so they came home to Mr. Mnason's
house again.

The monster, you must know, had his certain seasons to

come out in, and to make his attempts upon the children of the

people of the tovyn ; also these seasons did these valiant wor-
thies watch him in, and did continually assault him ; insomuch

that in process of time he became not only wounded, but lame ;

also he had not made the havoc of the townsmen's children as

formerly he has done. And it is verily believed by some, that

this beast will certainly die of his wounds. This therefore

made Mr. Great-heart and his fellows of great fame in this

town ; so that many of the people, that wanted their taste of
things, yet had a reverend esteem and respect for them. Upon
this account therefore it was, that these Pilgrims got not much
hurt here. True, there were some of the baser sort, that

could see no more than a mole, rior understand more than a

beast ; these had no reverence for these men, nor took they

notice of their valour and adventures, (o)

Well, the time drew on that the Pilgrims must go on their

way ; therefore they prepared for their journey. They sent

for their friends ; they conferred with them ; they had some
time set apart therein, to commit each other to the protection

oftheir Prince. There were again that brought them of such

things as they had, that were fit for the weak and the strong,

for the women and the men, and so laded them with such things

as were necessary.* Then they set forward on their way
;

* Acts xxviii. 10,

(o) This seems to reffer to" the prevalence of popery for some time before
the revolution in 1688 ; by which many nominal protestants were drawn
aside, and numbers of children educated in the principles of that dark su-

perstition. The favour or frown of the Prince and his party operated so

powerfully, that worldly meh in general yielded to the imposition : but
several persons among' the non-conformists, as well as the established

church, did eminent service at that crisis by their preaching and writings,

in ejcposing the delusions and abominations of that monstrous religion ;

and these endeavours were eventually the means of overturning the plan
formed for the re-establishment of popery in Britian. The disinterested

and bold decided conduct of many dissenters, on this occasion, procured
considerable favour, both to them and their brethren, with the best friends

of the nation : but the prejudices of others prevented them from reaping
aU the advantage from it that they ought to have done.

28
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and their friends accompanying them so f;ir as was convenient,
they again committed each other to the protection of their

King, and departed.

They, therefore, that were of the Pilgrims' company, weni
on, and Mr. Great-heart went before them. Now the women
and children, being weakly, they were forced to go as they

could bear ; by this means Mr. Ready-to-halt and Mr. Feeble-
mind had more to sympathize with their condition.

When they were gone from the townsmen, and when theii

friends had bid them farewell, they quickly came to the place

where Faithful was put to death : therefore they made a stand

and thanked Him that had enabled him to bear his cross sft

well ; and the rather, because they now found that they had z

benefit by such a man's sufferings as he was. They went on,

therefore, after this, a good wny further, talking of Christian

and Faithful ; and how Hopeful joined himself to Christian, af

ter that Faithful was dead.*

Now they were come up with the hill Lucre, where the sil-

ver mine was, which took Demns off from his pilgrimage, and

into which, as some think. By-ends fell and perished • where-
fore they considered that. But when they were come to the

old monument that stood over against the hill Lucre, to wit, to

the pillar of salt, that stood also within view of Sodom, and its

stinking lake,! they marvelled, as did Christian before, that

men of that knowledge and ripeness of wit, as they were,
should be so bhnd as to turn aside here. Only they consider-

ed again, that nature is not affected with the harms that others

have met with, especially if that thing, upon which they look,

has an attracting virtue upon the foolish eye.

I saw now that they went on till they .came to the river that

was on this side of the Delectable Mountains
;J

to the river

where the tine trees grow on both sides ; and whose leaves, if

taken inwardly, are good agiunst Surfeits, § where the meadows
are green all the year long, and where they might lie down
safely.

By this river-side, in the meadows, there were cotes and

folds for sheep, a house built for the nourishing and bringing

lip of. those lambs, the babes of those women that go on pil-

grimage. Also there was here t >ne that was intrusted with

them, who could have compassion, and that could gather these

lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and that

* Parti, p. 133. t Part i. p. 148. | Part i. p. 149.
I
Psa. xxiii.
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could gently lead those that were with young.* Now to the
care of this Man Christiana admonished her four daughters to

commit their little ones, that by these waters they might be
housed, harboured, succoured, and nourished, and that none of
them might be lacking in time to come. This Man, if any of
them go astray, or be lost, he will bring them again ; he will

also bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen them
that are sick.t Here they will never want meat, drink, and

clothing ; here they will be kept from thieves and robbers ; for

this Blan will die before one of those committed to his trust

shall be lost. Besides, here they shall be sure to have good
nurture and admonition ; and shall be taught to walk in right

paths, and that you know is a favour of no small account, (p)
Also here, as you see, are delicate waters, pleasant meadow?
dainty flowers, variety of trees, and such as bear wholesome
fruit : fruit not like that which Matthew ate of, that fell over

the wall out of Beelzebub's garden ; but fruit that procureth

health where there is none, and that continueth and increaseth

where it is.

So they were content to commit their little ones to him ; and

^hat which wiis also an encouragement to thena so to do was,

for that all this was to be at the charge of the King ; and so

was an hospital to young children and orphans.

Now they went on ; and when they were come to By-path
Meadow, to the stile over which Christian went with his fellow

"Hopeful, when they were taken by giant Despair, and put into

Doubting Castle ; they sat down and consulted what was best

to be done ; to wit, now they were so strong, and had got such

{* Heb. V. 2. Isa. Ixiii. t Jer. xxiii. 4. Ezek. xxxiv. 11—16.

(/?) Under this emblem we are taught the importance of early recom-
inencling our children to the faithful care of the Lord Jesus, by fervent

prayer, -wiih earnest desires of their eternal good, above all secular advan-
tages whatsoever : consequently we ought to keep them at a distance

from such places, connexions, books, and companies, as may corrupt theii

principles and morals ;' to instil such pious instructions as they are capa-
ble of receiving ; to bring them early under the preaching of the gospel

and to the ordinances of God ; and to avail ourselves of every help, in

thus "training them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord." For
depraved natural propensities, the course X)f the world, the artifices of Sa-

tan, the inexperience, credulity, and sanguine expectations of youth, the

importance of the case, aud the precepts of Scripture, concur in requiring

this conduct of us. Vet, after all, our minds must be anxious about the

event, in proportion as we value their souls, except as we find relief, by
commending them to the faithful care of that tender Shepherd, who " ga*

tfaecs the lambs with his iiriD, and carries tjxejn in hia bosom."
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a man as Mr. Great-heart for their conductor, whether thev

had not best to make an attempt upon the giant, demolish his

Casfle, and if there were any Pilgrims in it, to set them at h-

berty, before they went any further.*—So one said one thing,

and another said to the contrary.—One questioned if it was
lawful to go upon unconsecrated ground ; another said they^

might, provided their end was good.—But Mr. Great-heart said,

' Though that assertion offered last cannot be universally true,

yet I have a commandn^ent to resist sin, to overcome evil, to

tight the good fight of faith : and, 1 pray, with whom should I

fight this good fight, if not with giant Despair ? I will therefore

attempt the taking away of his life, and the demolishing ot

Doubting-Castle.' Then said he, ' Who will go with me ?'

Then said old Honest, ' I will.' ' And so 7ve will too," said

Christiana's four sons, Matthew, Samuel, James, and Joseph :

for they were young men and strong.!

So they left the women on the road, and with them Mr.
Feeble-mind and Mr. Ready-to-halt, with his crutches, to be
their guard, until they came back ; for in that place, though

giant Despair dwells so near, they keeping in the road, " a lit-

tle child might lead them."|
So Mr. Great-heart, old Honest, and the four young men

went to go up to Doubting-Castle, to look for giant Despair.

When they came at the Castle-gate, they knocked for entrance

with an unusual noise. With that the old giant comes to the

gate, and Diffidence his wife follows. Then said he, * Who and

what is he that is so hardy, as after this manner to molest the

giant Despair ?' Mr. Great-heart replied, ' It is I, Great-heart,

one of the King of the Celestial Country's conductors of Pil-

grims to their place : and I demand of thee, that thou open thy

gates for my entrance
;
prepare thyself also to fight, for I am

come to take away thy head, and to demolish Doubting-Castle.'

Now giant Despair, because he was a giant, thought no man
could overcome him ; and again, thought he, ' Since heretofore

I have made a conquest of Angels, shall Great-heart make me
afraid ?' So he harnessed himself, and went out : he had a cap
of steel upon his head, a breust-plate of fire girded to him, and

he came out in iron shoes, with a great club in his hand. Then
these six men made up to him, and beset him behind and be-

fore : also when Diffidence, the giantess, came up to help him,

old Mr. Honest cut her down at one blow. Then they fought

for their lives, and giant ^Despair was brought down to the

* Part i. p. 154—162. t 1 John ii. 13, 14. t Isa. xi. €.
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ground, but was very loth to die : he struggled hard, and
had, as they say, as many lives as a cat ; but Great-heart was
his death ; for he left him not till he had severed his head from

* his shoulders.

- Then they fell to demolishing Doubting-Castle, and that you
know might with ease be done, since giant Despair was dead.

They were seven days in destroying of that : and in it, of Pil-

grims, they found one Mr. Despondency, almost starved to

death, and one Much-afraid, his daughter ; these two they saved

alive. But it would have made you have wondered to have
seen the dead bodies that lay here and there in the Castle-yard,

and how full of dead men's bones the dungeon was.

When Mr. Great-heart and his companions had performed
this exploit, they took Mr. Despondency, and his daughter

Much-afraid, into their protection ; for they were honest peo-

ple, though they were prisoners in Doubting-Castle, to that

giant Despair. They therefore, 1 say, took with them the

head of the giant, (for his body they had buried under a heap
of stones ;) and down to the road and to their companions they

came, and showed them whattliey had done. Now when Fee-
ble-mind and Ready-to-halt saw that it was the head of giant

Despair indeed, they were very jocund and merry. Now
Christiana, if need was, could play upon the viol, and her

daughter Mercy upon the lute : so since they were so merrily

disposed, she played them a lesson, and Ready-to-halt would

fiance. So he took Despondency's daughter, named Much-
afraid, by the hand, and to dancing they went, in the road.

True, he could not dance without one crutch in his hand ; but

1 promise you, he footed it- well : also the girl was to be com-

mended, for she answered the music handsomely.

As for Mr. Despondency, the music was not much to him : he

was for feeding rather than dancing ; for that he was almost

starved. So Christiana gave him some of her bottle of spirits..

for present reUef, and then prepared him something to eat
,

and in a little time the old gentleman came to himself, and be-

gan to be finely revived.

Now I saw in my dream, when all these things were finish-

ed, Mr. Great-heart took the head of giant Despair, and set it

upon a pole by the highway-side right over against the pillar

that Christian erected for a caution to Pilgrims that came after,

to take heed of entering into his grounds. (9)
(2 The foUowmg lines are here added, as in other places ;-^

> Though Doubting-Castle be demolished,

Tt And Giant Despair too his lost his head

;
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Then he wrote under it, upon a marble stone, these verses

'Ollowing :

—

* This is the head of him, -whose name only,

In former time, did Pilg^rims terrify.

Hia Castle's down, and DiiRdence, his wife,

Brave master Great-heart has bereft of life.

Despondency, his daughter Much-afraid,

.
Great-heart for them also the man has play'd.

Who hereof doubts, if he'll but cast his eye

Up hither, may his scruples satisfy.

Thie head also, when doubting cripples dance,

Doth show from fears they have deliverance.'

WItcn tliose men had thus bravely showed themselves against

Sin can rebuild the Castle, make't remain,

And make Despair the Giant live again.'

—

Tadeed they seem to be much wanted; for the exploit of destroying

Ooubting-Castle, and killing giant Despair, is more liable to exception than

any incident in the whole work. To relieve the minds of such as are dis-

couraged in the path of duty, or when inquiring the way of salvation, is

loubtless a most important service in the cause of Christ. This is repre-

sented by the attempts made to mend the road over the Slough of De-
spond ; but By-path Meadow ought to lead to Doubting-Castle : such in-

ward distresses are as useful to Christians as any other rebukes and cor-

. ections. by which tlieir loving Friend renders them watchful and circum-

;pect. Could tliis order be reversed, it would give strength to tempta-

ion, and tend to embolden men to seek relief from difficulties by trans-

gression ; for the apprehension of subsequent distress is one grand pre-

ventive, even to the believer, when such measures are suggested to his

Tiind. Indeed this is the Lord's method of performing his covenant to hi*?

people ;
" i will,*' says he, •' put my fear in their hearts, tliat they shall

not depart from me.''* If therefore love be not in lively exercise, he hos

50 ordered it, that fear should intervene, to prevent worse consequence?

So that, when believers have not only departed from the way, but havo
ilso fallwi asleep on forbidden ground, their alarms and doubts are sali!-

tary, though often groundless and extreme;, and should any man, by
preaching or writing, be able to prevent ail the despondings of such per

sons, previous to their repentance and its happy effects, he would subserve

the design of the tempter, and counteract the Lord's plan. We can, with
propriety, do no more in thi? case, than encourage the fallen to repent and
seek forgiveness, by the general trutl)s, invitations, and promises of Scrip

cure ; and comfort them, when penitent, by suitable topics, " that they
may not be swallowed up of overmuch sorrow."—But though this part of

the allegory is liable to some objection, or capable of being abused : yet
it is probable, that the author only intended to show, that the labours of
faithful ministers, with the converse and prayers of such believers as are

itrong in faith, may be very useful in recovering the fallen, and relieving

them that are ready to despond ; and of thus preventing the more durable
and dreadful effects of the weak believer's transgressions.

* j€r. zxxii. 40.
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Doubting-Castle, and had slain giant Despair, they went for-

ward, and went on till they came to the Delectable Mountains,

^ where Christian and Hopeful refreshed themselves with the

varieties of the place. They also acquainted themselves with

4 the Shepherds there, who welcomed them, as they had done
Christian before, unto the Delectable Mountains.

Now the Shepherds seeing so great a train follow Mr. Great-

heart, (for with him they were w^ll acquainted,) they said unto

him, * Good sir, you have got a goodly company here
;
pray

where did you find all these ?'

Gr.-H. ' First, here is Christiana and her train.

Her sons, and her sons' wives, who, like the wain,
Keep by the pole, and do by compass steer

From sin to grace, else they had not been here.

Next, here's old Honest come on pilgrimage

;

Ready-to-halt too, who, I dare engage,

True-hearted is, and so is Feeble-mind,
Who willaig was not to be left behind.

Despondency, good man, is coming after,

f And so also is Much- afraid, his daughter.
May we have entertainment here, or must

** We further go ? Let's knov.- whereon to trust.'

Then said the Shepherds, ' This is a comfortable company :

you are welcome to us, for we have for the feeble, as for the
strong ; our Prince has an eye to what is done to the least of
these :* therefore infirmity must not be a block to our enter

-

* tainment.' So they had them to the Palace-doors, and then
said unto them, 'Come in, Mr. Feeble-Mind : come in, Mr.
Ready-to-halt : come in, Mr. Despondency, and Mrs. Much-
afraid his daughter.' 'These, Mr. Great-heart,' said tht
Shepherds to the guide, 'we call in by name, for that they are
most subject to draw back ; but as for you, and the rest that
are strong, we leave you to your wonted liberty.' Then said
Mr. Great-heart, ' This day I see that' grace doth shine in yoLi
faces, and that you are my Lord's Shepherds indeed

; for that
>ou have not pushed these diseased neither with side nor
shoulder, but have rather strewed their way into the palace
with flowers as you should.'!

So the feeble and weak went in, and Mr. Gre^t-heart and
the rest did follow. When they were also sat down, the Shep-
herds said to those of the weakest sort, ' What is that you
would have ? For,' said they, * all things must be managed
here to the supporting of the weak, as well as the warning of
the unruly.'

* Matt. XXV. 40. t Ezek. xxxiv. 21.
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So they made them a feast of things easy of digestion, and

that were pleasant to the palate and nourishing : the which
when they had received, they went to their rest, each one re-

spectively unto his proper place. When morning was come,
because the mountains were high, and the day clear ; and be-#
cause it was the custom of the Shepherds to show the Pilgrims,

before their departure, some rarities ; therefore, after they

were ready, and had refreshed themselves, the Shepherds took

them out into the fields, and showed them first what they had
showed to Christian before.*

Then they had them to some new places. The first was
3Iount Marvel, where they looked, and beheld a man at a dis-

tance, that tumbled the hills about with words. Then they

asked the Shepherds what that should mean ? So they told

them, that that man was the son of one Mr. Great-grace, [of

whom you read in the first part of the records of the Pilgriins

Progress
:J

and he is set there to teach Pilgrims how to believe

down, or to tumble out of their ways, what difficulties the}

should meet with, by faith. t ' Then,' said Mr. Great-heart.
• I know him ; he is a man above many.' (r)

Then they had them to another place, called Mount Inno-

cence : and there they saw a man clothed all in white ; and

two men, Prejudice and Ill-will, continually casting dirt upon
liim. Now behold, the dirt, whatsoever they cast at him,

would in a little tmiC fall off again, and his garment would look

as clear as if no dirt had been cast thereat. Then said the

Pilgrims, ' What means this ?' The Shepherds answered,
• This man is named Godlv-man, and the garment is to show
ibe innocency of his life. Now those that throw dirt at him,

* Part i'. p. 161—1G9. t Mark xi. 23, ^24.

(r) Faith, exercised on the promise?, and according to the •warrant of

Scripture, engages the arm of omciipotence ou our side, as far as our duty
or advantage, and the glory of God are concerned : so that strong faitli

will remove out of our way, every obstacle which prevents our progress.

But many thiusrs seem to us to be insurmountable obstacles which are

merely trial? of our patience, or *' thorns in the flesh" to keep us humb^te;

no degree oi faith therefore will remove them ; but beliering prayer ^v^li

be answered by inward strength communicated to our souls. " The grace

of the Lord Jesus will be suflScient for us :" " his strength will be perfect-

ed in our weakness :''' the burning bush shall not be consumed : and we
shall be enabled to proceed, though in great weakness and with many
trembling apprehensions. On the other hand, real hinderances frequently

obstruct our path, " because of our unbelief," and because we neglect the

proper means of increasing our faith.'*'

* Matt. xvii. 19—21.
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are such as hate his well-doing ; but as you see the dirt will

not stick upon his clothes, so it shall be with him that lives

truly innocently in the world. Whoever they be that would
make such men dirty, they labour all in vain ; for God, by
that a little time is spent, will cause that their innocence shall

break forth as the light, and their righteousness as the noon-

<lay.' (»)

Then they took them, and had them to Mount Charity,

where they showed them a man that had a bundle of cloth lying

before him, out of which he cut coats and garments for the poor
that stood about him

;
yet his bundle or roll of cloth was never

the less. Then said they, ' What should this be V ' This is,'

said the Shepherds, * to show you, that he that has a heart to

give of his labour to the poor, shall never want wherewithal.
" He that watereth, shall be watered himself." And the cake

that the widow gave to the prophet, did not cause that she had
^verthe less in her barrel.'

They had them also to the place where they saw one Fool,

and one Want-wit, washing of an Ethiopian, with an intention

to make him white ; but the more they washed him, the black-

er he was. Then they asked the Shepherds, what that should

mean ? So they told them, saying, * Thus shall it be with the

vile person ; all means used to get such a one a good name,
shall in conclusion tend but to make him more abominable.

Thus it was with the Pharisees, and so it shall be with all hy-

pocrites.'

Then said Mercy, fhe wife of Matthew, to Christiana, her
mother, * I would, if it might be, see the hole in the hill, or

that commonly called the by-way to hell.' So her mother
brake her mind to the Shepherds.* Then they went to the

door
;

(it was on the side of a hill ;) and they opened it, and
bid Mercy hearken a while. So she hearkened, and heard one

* Part i. p. 67, 63.

(5) This and the subsequent emblems are sufficiently explained^ and
only require to be duly considered with reference to their practical im-
port. It may, however, be observed, that some godly men have been du-
rably suspected of crimes charged upon them by prejudiced persons, of
which they are entirely innocent : yet, perhaps, this will be found to have
originated from some misconduct in other respects, or from want of cir-

cumspection in " avoiding the appearance of evil :" se thai the general
rule may be allowed to be valid ; and they who feel themselves to be ex-
ceptions to it will do well to examine whether they have not, by indiscre-

tion, at least, exposed themselves to this painful trial. I apprehend most

of us have cause enough in this respect for humiliation and patience.
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saying, ' Cursed be my father, for holding of my feet back from
the way of peace and life :' And another said, ' O that I had
been torn in pieces, before 1 had, to save my life, lost my soul

!'

And another said, 'If I were to live again, how would 1 deny
myself, rather than come to this place !' Then there was as if

the very earth groaned and quaked under the feet of this young
woman for fear ; so she looked white, and came trembling

away, saying, * Blessed be he and she that is delivered from
this place.'

Now when the Shepherds had shown them all these things,

then they had them back to the palace, and entertained them
with what the house would afford : but Mercy being a young
and breeding woman, longed for something that she saw there,

but was ashamed to ask. Her mother-in-law then asked her

what she ailed ? for she looked as one not well. Then said

Mercy, * There is a looking-glass hangs up in the dining-room,

off which I cannot take my mind ; if therefore I have it not, 1

think I shall miscarry. Then said her mother, ' I will mention

thy wants to the Shepherds, aad they will not deny it thee.'

But she said, ' I am ashamed that these men should know that

I longed.' ' Nay, my daughter,' said she, * it is no shame, but

a virtue, to long for such a thmg as that.' So Mercy said,

' Then, mother, if you please, ask the Shepherds if they are

willing to sell it.'

Now the glass was one of a thousand. It would present a

man, one way, with his own features exactly ; and turn it but

another way, and it would show one the very face and simili-

tude of the Prince of the Pilgrims himself. Yes, I have talked

with them that can tell, and they have said, that they have seen

the very crown of thorns upon his head, by looking in that

glass ; they have therein also seen the holes in his hands, in

his feet, and his side. Yea, such an excellency is there in

that glass, that it will show him to one where they have a mind
to see him ; whether living or dead, whether in earth or in

heaven ; whether in a state Qf humiliation, or in his exaltation
;

whether coming to suffer, or coming to reign.*

Christiana therefore went to the Shepherds apart, (now the

names of the Shepherds were Knowledge, Experience, Watch-
ful, and Sincere,!) and said unto them, ' There is one of my
daughters, a breeding woman, that, I think, doth long for some-

* James i. 23/—25 1 Cor. xiii 2 Cor. iii. 1?. t Part i. p. 165.
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thing that she hath seen in* this house, and she thinks she shall

miscarry, if she should by you be denied.'

Exper. Call her, call her ; she shall assuredly have what we
can help her to.—So they called her, and said to her, ' Mercy,

what is that thing thou vvouldst have ?' Then she blushed, and

said, * The great glass that hangs up in the dining-room.' So

Sincere ran and fetched it, and with a joyful consent it was giv-

en her. Then she bowed her head, and gave thanks, and said,

* By this I know that I have obtained favour in your eyes.' {t)

They also gave to the other young women such things as

they desired, and to their husbands great commendations, for

that they had joined with Mr. Great-heart, to the slaying of gi-

ant Despair, and the demolishing of Doubting-Castle.—About
Christiana's neck the Shepherds put a bracelet, and so they did

about the necks of her four daughters ; also they put ear-rings

in their ears, and jewels on their foreheads.

When they were minded to go hence, they let them go in

peace, but gave not to them those certain cautions which before

were given to Christian and his companion. The reason was,

for that these had Great-heart to be their guide, who was one

that was well acquainted ivith things, and so could give them
their cautions more seasonable ; to wit, even then when the

danger was nigh the approaching. What cautions Christian and

his companion had received of the Shepherds,* they had also

lost by that the time w-as come that they had need to put them
in practice. Wherefore, here was the advantage that this com-
pany had over the other, (t/)

* Parti, p. 169.

(/) The Holy Scriptures, revealin* to us the mysteries and perfections

of God, showing us our own real character and condition, and discorering

Christ and his salvation to our sonls, are represented under this emblem.
Every true believer longs to be more completely acquainted with them
from (lav to day, and to look into them continually.

(?/) The author embraces every opportunity of pointing out the im-
poriaat advantages of the pastoral office, when faithfully executed ; by
"which he meant the regular care of a stated minister over a company of

professed Christians who are his peculiar charge, have voluntarily placed
t'lemselves under his instructions, seek counsel from him in all their dilfi-

culties, and pay regard to his private admonitions; being convinced that

he uprightly seeks their spiritual welfare, and is capable of promoting it.

Nothing so much tends to the establishment and consist«it (conduct of be-

lievers, or the permanent success of the gospel, as a proper reciprocal at-

tention of pastors and thoir flocks to each other. A general way of preach-

ing and hearing, with little or no connexion, cordial, unreserved inter-

course, or even acquaintance, between ministers and their congregations

;
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From hence they went on singing, and they said,

—

' Behold, how fitly are the Tables set

For their relief that Pilgrims are become.
And how they us receive without one let,

That make the other life the mark and home.

What novelties they have, to us they give,

That we, though Pilgrims, joyful lives may iive.

They Jo upon us, too, such things bestow,

That show we Pilgrims are, where'er we go.'

When they Were gone from the Shepherds, they quickly

came to the place where Christian met with one Turn-away,
that dwelt in the town of Apostasy.* Wherefore of him Mr.
Great-heart, their guide, did now put them in mind, saying,
' This is the place where Christian met with one Turn-away,
who carried with him the character of his rebelhon at his back.

And this I have to say concerning this man ;—he would heark
rn to no counsel, but, once a faUing, persuasion could not stop

him. When he came to the place where the Cross and the

Sepulchre was, he did meet with one that bid him look there,

hut he gnashed with his teeth, and stamped, and said, he was
resolved to go back to his own town. Before he came to the

gate, he met with Evangelist, who offered to lay hands on him
to turn him into the way again. But this Turn-away resisted

him, and having done much despite unto him, he got away over

the wall, and so escaped his hand.*

Then they went on : and, just at the place where Little-

faith formerly was robbed, there stood a man with his sword

t Part i. p. 148.

with continual changes from one place to another, may tend to spread a

superficial knowledge of evangelical truth more widely : but, through the

want of seasonable reproof, counsel, encouragement, or admonition, the

general directions delivered from the pulpit will seldom be recollected

when they are most wanted. Hence it is, that professors so often miss

their way, are taken in the Flatterer's net, and fall asleep on the Enchant-
ed Ground : and a faithful guide, ever at band, to give the caution or di-

rection at the time, is the proper remedy, for which no adequate substi-

tute can be found. But, as it is much easier to preach at large on general

topics, and, after a few sermons delivered in one congregation, to go over

the same ground again in another place ; than to perform duly the sereral

parts of the arduous office, which is sustained by the stated pastor of a re-

gular congregation : and as it is far more agreeable to nature, to be ex-

empted from private admonitions, than to be troubled with them, it may
be feared, that this important subject will not at present be duly attend-

ed to.
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drawn, and his face all bloody. Then said Mr. Great-heart,

« What art thou ?' The man made answer, saying, ' I am one

whose name is Valiant-for-truth ; I am a Pilrgim, and am going

to the Celestial City. ISow, as I was in my way, there were
three men that did beset me, and propounded unto me these

three things :—Whether I would become one of them ?—Or
go back from whence I came ?—Or die upon the pluce ? To
the first I answered, I had been a true man a long season^ and

therefore it could not be expected that I now should cast in my
lot with thieves.* Then they demanded what I would say to

the second. So I told them the place from whence 1 came,

had I not found incommodity there, I had not forsaken it at all ;

but finding it altogether unsuitable to me, and very unprofitabh'

for me, I tbrsook it for this way. Then they asked me what 1

said to the third ? And I told them. My life cost more dear far.

than that I should lightly give it away : Besides, you have no-

thing to do to put things to my choice ; wherefore at your

peril be it if you meddle. Then these three, to wit, Wild-head.

Inconsiderate, and Pragmatick, drew upon me, and I also drev.

upon them. So we fell to it, one against three, for the space

of three hours. They have left upon me, as you see, some oi'

the marks of their valour, and have also carried away with

them some of mine. They are but just now gone : I suppose

they might, as the saying is, hear your horse dash, and so they

betook themselves to flight, (w)

* Prov. i. 10—19
(lo) From the names given to the opponents, with whom this Pilgrim

fought, we may infer, that the author meant to represent by them certain

wild enthusiasts, who, not having ever duly considered any religious sul -

ject, officiously intrude themselves in liie way of professors ; to perplex
their minds, and persuade them, that unless they adopt their reveries or

superstitions, they cannot be saved. An ungovernable imagination, a

mind incapable of sober reflection, and a dogmatizing spirit, characterize

these enemies of the truth : they assault religious persons with speciou?

reasonings, cavilling objections, confident assertions, bitter reproaches,

proud boastings, sarcastical censitres, and rash judgments : they endeavour
to draw them over to their party, or to drive them from attending to re-

ligion at all ; or to terrify them with the fears of damnation, in their pre-
sent endeavours to serve God, and find his salvation. Whatever company
of persons we suppose that the author had in view, we may learn from
the passage what our strength, hope, and conduct ought to be, when we
are thus assaulted. The word of God, used in faith, and with fervent and
persevering prayer, will enable us at length to silence such dangerous as-

sailants : and if we be valiant for the tfuth^ and meekly contend for it,

amidst revilings, menaces, and contempt, we may hope to confirm others

also, »nd to promote the conaoaon cause.

Ww 29



338 He shows how he left Dark-land.

Gr.-H. But here was great odds, three against one.

Fal. 'Tis true ; but little or more are nothing to him tha?

has the truth on his side. " Though an host should encamp
against me," said one, " my heart shall not fear : though war
shall rise against me, in this will I be confident." ' Besides,'

said he, ' I have read in some records, that one man has fought

an army: and how many did Samson slay with the jaw-bone
of an ass ?'

Then said the guide, * Why did you not cry out, that some
might have come in for your succour V

VaL So I did to my King, who I knew could hear me, and

afford invisible help, and that was enough for me.
Then said Great-heart to Mr. Valiant-for-truth, ' Thou hast

worthily behaved thyself; let me see thy sword.' So he show-
ed it him. When he had taken it into his hand, and looked

thereon a while, he said, ' Ha! it is a right Jerusalem blade.'

Val. It is so. Let a man have one of these blades, with a

hand to wield it, and skill to use it, and he may venture upon
an angel with it. He need not fear its holding, if he can but

tell how to lay on. Its edge will never blunt. It will cut flesh

and bones, and soul and spirit and all.

Gr.-Il. But you fought a great while ; I wonder you was not

weary.

Val. I fought till my sword did cleave to my hand, and then

they were joined together, as if a sword grew out of my arm
;

and when the blood run through my fingers, then I fought with

most courage.

Gr.-H. Thou hast done well; thou hast "resisted unto

blood, striving against sin ;" thou shalt abide by us, come in

and go out with us, for we are thy companions.

Then they took him and washed his wounds, and gave him
of what they had to refresh him ; and so they went together.

Now as they went on, because Mr. Great-heart was delighted

in him, (for he loved one greatly that he found to be a man of

his hands ;) and because there were in company them that were
feeble and weak, therefore he questioned with hijn about many
things ; as first, what countryman he was ?

Val. I am of Dark-land, for there 1 was born, and there my
father and mother are still.

' Dark-land !' said the Guide : * doth not that lie on the same
coast with the city of Destruction ?'

Val. Yes. it doth. Now that which caused me to come on

pilgrimage, was this : We had Mr. Tell-true come into our
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parts, and he told it about what Christian had done, that went
from the city of Destruction ; namely, how he had forsaken

his wife and children, and had betaken himself to a Pilgrim's

life. It was also conlidently reported, how he had killed a

serpent, that did come out to resist him in his journey ; and

how he got through to whither he intended. It was also told,

what welcome he had to all his Lord's lodgings, esperiJly when
he came to the gates of the Celestial City ; for there, said the

man, he was received with sound of trumpet, by a company of

Shining Ones. He told it also, how all the bells in the City did

ring for joy at his reception, and what golden garments he was
clothed with ; with many other things that now I sh^.ll forbear

to relate. In a word, that man so told the story of Christian

and his travels, that my heart fell into a burning heat to be
gone after him : nor could father or mother stay me. So I got

from them, and am come thus far on my way.

Gr.-H. You came in at the gate, did you not ?

Fal. Yes, yes ; for the same man also told us, that all would
be nothing, if we did not begin to enter this way at the gate.

' Look you,' said the guide to Christiana, ' the pilgrimage of
your husband, and what he has gotten thereby, is spread abroad
far and near.'

P^al. Why, is this Christian's wife ?

Gr.'H. Yes, that it is ; and these are also her four sons.

Fal. What ! and going on pilgrimage too ?

Gr.-H. Yes, verily, they are following after.

Val. It glads me at heart
;
good man, how joyful will he be,

when he shall see them, that would not go with him, to enter
before him in at the gates into the Celestial City

!

Gr.-H. Without doubt it will be a comfort to him ; for, next
to the joy of seeing himself there, it will be a joy to meet there

his wife and children.

Val. But, now you are upon that, pray let me hear your
opinion about it. Some make a question whether we shall

know one another when we are there.

Gr.-H. Do they think they shall know themselves then, or

that they shall rejoice to see themselves in that bliss ? And if

they think they shall know and do these, why not know others,

and rejoice in their welfare also ? Again, since relations are

our second self, though that state will be dissolved, yet why
may it not be rationally concluded that we shall be more glad

to see them there, than to see they are wanting ?
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Val. Well, I perceive whereabouts you are as to this. Have
you any more things to ask me about my beginning to come on
pilgrimage ?

Gr.-H. Yes; was your father and mother willing that you
should become a Pilgrim ?

Val. Oh no ! they used all means imaginable to persuade me
to stay at home.

Gr.-H, What could they say against it ?

Val. They said, it was an idle life ; and, if I myself wer^
not inclined to sloth and laziness, I would never countenance
a Pilgrim's condition, (x)

Gr.-H. And what did they say else ?

Val. Wh}^ they told me that it was a dangerous way : yea,

the most dangerous way in the world, say they, is that which
the Pilgrims go.

Gr.-H. Did they show you wherein this way is dangerous ?

Val. Yes ; and that in many particulars.

Gr.-H. Name some of them.

Val. They told me of the Slough of Despond, where Chris-

tian was well nigh smothered. ^ They told me, that there were
archers standing ready in Beelzebub's Castle, to shoot them
who should knock at the Wicket-gate for entrance. They tola

me also of the wood and dark mountains, of the hill Difficult)^

of the lions ; and also of the three giants. Bloody-man, Maul,

and Slay-good : they said, moreover, that there was a foul fiend

(x) This hath beea the reproach cast on religion in every agCw Pha-
raoh said to Moses and the Israelites, " Ye are idle, ye are idle ; therefore

ye say, let us go and do sacrifice to the Lord." Men naturally imag;ine,

that time spent in the immediate service of God is wasted : should a

Christian therefore employ as many hours every week, in reading the

Scriptures, in secret and social prayer, in pious discourse, and in attending

on public ordinances, as his neighbour devotes to amusement and sensual

indulgence ; an outcry would speedily be made, about his idling away his

time, and being in the way to beggar hie family ! As this must be expect-

ed, it behooves all believers to avoid every appearance of evil, and by ex-

emplary diligence in their proper employments, a careful redemption of

time, a prudent frugality in their expenses, and a good management of all

their affairs, to " put to silence the ignorance of foolish men." For there

are too many favourers of the gospel, who give plausibility to these slan-

ders, by running from place to place, that they may hear every new
preacher ; while the duty of the family, and of their station in the com-
munity is miserably neglected. They ''walk disorderly, working not at

all, but are busy-bodies :" from these we ought to withdraw, and against

3uch professors we should protest : for they are " ever learning, but never

able to come to the knowledge of the truth."



Gr.'H. and Valiant-for-truth discoune. 341

haunted the valley of Humiliation ; and that Christian was by
him almost bereft of life. Besides, said they, you must go over

the valley of the Shadow of Death, where the hobgoblins are,

where the light is darkness, where the way is full of snares,

pits, traps, and gins.—They told me also of giant Despair, of

Doubting-Castle, and of the ruin that the Pilgrims met with

there. Further, they said [ must go over the Enchanted
Ground, which was dangerous. And that after all this, I should

find a river over which I should find no bridge ; and that that

river did lie betwixt me and the Celestial Country.

Gr.-H. And was this all ?

Fal. No ; they also told me, fhat this way was full of de-

ceivers ; and of persons that lay in wait ther«, to turn good

men out of their path.

Gr.-H, But how did they make that out ?

Val. They told me that Mr. Worldly-wiseman did lie there

in wait to deceive. They also said, that there was Formality

and Hypocrisy continually on the road. They said also, that

By-ends, Talkative, or Demas, would go near to gather me up :

that the Flatterer would catch me in his net ; or that, with

green-headed Ignorance, I would presume to go on to the gate,

from whence he wa? sent back to the hole, that was in the side

of the hill, and made to go the by-way to hell.

Gr.-H. I promise you, this was enough to discourage thee.

But did they make an end there ?

Val. No, stay. They told me also of many that tried that

way of old, and that had gone a great way therein, to see if they

could find something of the glory then, that so many had so

much talked of from time to time : and how they came back
again, and befooled themselves for setting a foot out of doors

in that path ; to . the satisfaction of the country. And they

named several tnat did so, as Obstinate and Pliable, Mistrust

and Timorous, Turn-away and old Atheist, with several more
;

who they said, had some of them gon*^ tar to see wh^t they

could find ; but not one of them foumi so much advantage by
going, as amounted to the weight of a feather. (?/)

(j/) Worldly people, in opposing the gospel, descant abimdantly on the

folly and hypocrisy of religious persona ; they pick up every vague report

that tliey hear to their disadvantage, and narrowly watch for the halting

of such as they are acquainted with ; and then they form general c<.nclu-

sions, from a few particular, distorted, and uncertain stories I Thus they
endeavour to prove, that there is no reality in religion, that it is impossi-

ble to fiud the way to heaven, and that it is better to be quiet than to ht'
29*
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J

Gr.'H. and Valiant-for-truth discourse,

Gr.-H. Said they any thing more to discourage you ?

Val. Yes ; they told me of one Mr. Fearing, who was a Pil-

grim ; and how he found his way so soHtary, that he never had
a comfortable hour therein : also that Mr. Despondency had
like to have been starved therein : yea, and also (which I had
almost forgot) Christian himself, about whom there has been
such a noise, after aW his ventures for a Celestial Crown, was
certainly drowned in the black river, and never went a foot fur-

(her, however it was smothered up.

Gr.'H. And did none of these things discourage you ?

Val. No ; they seemed as so many nothings to me.

Gr.-H. How came that ab<5ut ?

Val. Why, I still believed what Mr. Tell-true had said, and

(hat carried me beyond them all.

Gr.-H. Then thiswas your victory, even your faith ?

Fal. It was so : I believed, and therefore came out, got into

(he way, fought all th:it set themselves against me, and, by be-

lieving, ;!m come to this place.

' Who would true valour see

Let him come hither ;

'

One here will constaut be,

Come wind, come weather ;

There's uo discouragement

Shall make him once relent

His first avow'd intent

To be a Pilgrim.

Whoso beset him round
With dismal stories,

Do but themselves confound,

His strength the more is.

No lion can him fright

;

Hell with a giant fight

Eat he will have a right

To be a Pilgrim.

slow pams to no purpose. This frivolous sophistry is frequently" employ-
ed, after all other arguments have been silenced.—But it is vain to deny
the existence of hypocrites and deceivers ; or to excuse the evils to which
they object : on the contrary, we should allow these representations, as

far as there is any appearance of truth in them ; and then show that this

teaches us to beware lest we be deceived, and to try every doctrine by
the touchstone of God's word ; that counterfeits prove the value of the

thing counterfeited ; that we should learn to distmguish between the pre-

cious and the vile ; and, finally, that while danger may attend a religious

proicssioo^ irreligion ensures destruction.
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Hobgoblin nor foul fiend

Can daunt hi3 spirit

;

He knows, he at the end
Shall life inherit.

Then, fancies, fly away,
He'll not fear what men saj,

He'll labour night and day
To be a Pilgrim.

By this time, they were got to the Enchanted Ground, where
the air naturally tended to make one drowsy :* and that place

was all grown over with briers and thorns, excepting here and
there, where was an Enchanted Arbour, upon which if a man
sits, or in which if a nian sleeps, 'tis a question, say some, whe-
ther ever he shall rise or wake again in this world. Over this

forest therefore they went, both one and another ; and Mr.
Great-heart went before, for that he was the guide, and Mr.
Valiant-for-truth came behind, being renr-guard : for fear lest

peradventure some fiend, or dragon, or giant, or thief, should

fall upon their rear, and so do mischief They went on here,

each man with his sword drawn in his hand, for they knew it

was a dangerous place. Also they cheered up one another, as

well as they could ; Feeble-mind, Mr. Great-heart commanded,
should come up after him, and Mr. Despondency was under
the eye of Mr. Valiant-for-truth.

Now they had not gone far, but a great mist and darkness fell

upon them all ; so that they could scarce, for a great while,

one see the other : wherefore they were forced, for some time,

to feel for one another by words, for they walked not by sight.

But any one must think, that here was but sorry going for the

best of them all ; but how much the worse was it for the wo-
men and children, who both of feet and heart also were but

tender ! Yet nevertheless so it v/as, that through the encou-

raging words of him that led in the front, and of him that

brought them up behind, they made a prett}' good siiift to wajr

along. '

The way wp.s also here very wearisome, through dirt and

flabbiness. Nor was there, on all this ground, so much as one

inn or victualiing-house, wherein to refresh the feebler sort.

Here therefore was grunting, and puffing, and sighing ;
while

one tumbled over a bush, another sticks fast in the dirt ; and

the children, some of them lost their shoes in the mire ;
while

one cries out, ' I am down ;* and another, * Ho, where are you ?'

* Part i. p. 184—192.
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And a third, ' The bushes have got such fast hold on me, I

think I cannot get away from them.'

Then they came to an arbour, warm, and promising much
refreshing to the Pilgrims : for it was finely wrought above-
head, beautified with greens, furnished with benches and set-

tles. It had in it a soft couch, where the weary might lean.

This, you must think, all things considered, was tempting ; for

the Pilgrims already began to be foiled with the badness of the
way ; but there was not one of them that made so much as a

motion to stop there. Yea, for aught I could perceive, they
continually gave so good heed to the advice of their guide ; and
he did so faithfully tell them of dangers, and of the nature of
dangers, when they were at them, that usually, when they
were nearest to them, they did most pluck up their spirits,

and hearten one another to deny the flesh.—The arbour was
called the Slothful's Friend, on purpose to allure, if it might
be, some of the Pilgrims there to take up their rest when
weary, (r)

I saw then in my dream, that they went on in this their soli-

(z) This view of the Enchanted Ground seems to vary from that which
has been considered in the P'irst Part. The circumstances of behevers
who are deeply engaged in business, and constrained to spend much time
among worldly people, may here be particularly intended. This may
sometimes be unavoidable ; but it is eyickanted ground : many professors,

fascinated by the advantages and connexions thus presented to them, fall

nsleep, and wake no more : and others are entangled by those thorns and
briars, which " choke the word, and render it unfruitful." The more
soothing the scene the greater the danger, and the more urgent need is

there for watchfulness and circumspection : the more vigilant believers are,

the greater uneasiness will such scenes occasion them ; as they will be so

long out of their proper element : and the weaker and more unestablished

men are, the more apt will they be, in such circumstances, to yield to dis-

couragement. The society and counsel of faithful ministers and Christian

friends may help them to get on : but they wiJl often feel that their path
is miry and slippery, entangling and perplexing, dark and wearisome to

their souls. Yet if this be the case, their sighs, complaints, and prayers,

are hopeful symptoms : but when worldly employments and connexions,

which perhaps at first were'in a sense unavoidable, induce prosperity ; and
men seek comfort irom this prosperity, instead of considering it as a snare

or burden, or improving it as a talent; then the professor falls asleep in

the enchanted arbour. It behooves, however, all who love their souls, to

shun that hurry of business, and multiplicity of affairs and projects, into

w^hich many are betrayed by degrees, in order to supply increasing ex-

penses, that might be avoided by strict frugality and more moderate de-

sires : for these things lade the soul with thick clay ; are a heavy weight
to the most upright ; render a man's way doubtful and joyless ; aad " drowa
many in destruction and perdition."
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tary ground, till they came to a place at which a man is apt to

lose his way. Now, though, when it was light, their guide

could well enough tell how to miss those ways that led wrong,

yet in the dark he was put to a stand : hut he had in his pocket

a map of all ways leading to or from the Celestial City ; where-
fore he struck a light (for he never goes also without his

tinder-box,) and takes a view of his book or map, which bids

him be careful in that place to turn to the right-hand. And
had he not here been careful to look in his map, they had in

all probability been smothered in the mud ; for just a little be-

fore them, and that at the end of the cleanest way too, was a

pit, none knows how deep, full of nothing but mud, there made
on purpose to destroy the Pilgrims in.

Then thought I with myself, who, that goeth on pilgrimage,

but would have one of these maps about him, that he may look

when he is at a stand, which is the way he must take, (a)

They went on, then, in this Enchanted Ground, till they

came to where there was another arbour, and it was built by
the highway-side. And in that arbour there lay two men,
whose names were Heedless and Too-bold. These two went
thus far on pilgrimage ; but here, being wearied with their

journey, sat down to rest themselves, and so fell fast asleep.

When the Pilgrims saw them, they stood still, and shook their

heads ; for they knew that the sleepers were in a pitiful case.

Then they consulted what to do, whether to go on, and leave

them in their sleep, or step to them and try to awake them.

So they concluded to go to them and awake them ; that is, if

they could ; but with this caution, namely, to take heed that

themselves did not sit down, nor embrace the offered benefit

of that arbour.

So they went in, and spake to the men, and called each by
his name, (for the guide, it seems, did know them,) but there

was no voice, nor answer. Then the guide did shake them, and

do what he could to disturb them. Then said one of them, ' I

will pay you when 1 take my money.' At which the guide

shook his head. ' I will fight so long as I can hold my sword in

(a) Thi3 emblem inculcates the duty of constant attention to the pre'
eepts and counseUi of Scripture, as well as reliance on its promises ; and of

an habitual application to the Lord by prayer, to teach us the true mean-
ing of his word, that we may learn the way of peace and safety, in the

most difficult and doubtful cases ; and the advantage of consulting such
ministers, as are most experienced in the-ways of God, and most conver-

sant with his sacred oracle?.

Xx
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my hand,' said the other. At that one of the children laughed

Then said Christiana, ' What is the meaning of this ?' Then
the guide said, ' They talk in their sleep ; if you do strike

them, or beat them, or whatever else you do unto them, they

will answer you after this fashion ; or, as one of them said in

old time, when the waves of the sea did beat upon him, and he

slept as one upon the mast of a ship, " When I do awake, I

will seek it yet again."* You know, when men talk in their

sleep, they say any thing, but their words are not governed

either by faith or reason. There is an incoherency in their

words now ; even as there was before, betwixt their going on

})ilgrimage and their sitting down here. This then is the mis-

chief on't, when heedless ones go on pilgrimage ; twenty to one

but they are served thus. For this Enchanted Ground is one

of the last refuges that the enemy to Pilgrims has ; wherefore
it is, as you see, placed almost at the end of the way, and so it

standeth against us with the more advantage. * For when,'

thinks the enemy, ' will these fools be so desirous to sit down,
as when they are weary ? And at what time so likely to be
weary, as when they are almost at theirjourney's end V There-
fore it is, I say, that the Enchanted Ground is placed so nigh

to the Land of Beulah, and so near the end of their race.

Wherefore let Pilgrims look to themselves, lest it happen to

them as it has done to these, that as you see, are fallen asleep,

and none can awake them.' (b)

Then the Pilgrims desired, with trembling, to go forward
;

only they prayed their guide to strike a light, that they might
go the rest of the way by the help of the light of a lantern. So

* Prov. xxiii. 34, 35.

(6) Such men as take up a profession of the gospel, in a heedless man-
ner, and proceed with an overbearing confidence, tlie result of pride and
ignorance, may long maintain a form of godliness, though it be a weari-
ness to them : but after a time they -^all gradually be drawn back into the
world, retaining nothing of their religion, except certain distorted doc-
trinal notions. They find excuses for their conduct from false maxims,
and bad examples ; they fall asleep in the arms of worldly prosperity ;

nothing can awaken them to fear, or self-suspicion ; but they will, as it

were, talk in their sleep about religion, in so incoherent a manner, as to

excite the laughter of children ; while they who understand the case will

bewail their deplorable delusion. Such awful examples should excite us
to redoubled diligence, in searching the Scriptures, and in prayer ; lest we
too should be overcome with a destructive sleep, and perish in this fesci-

nating way. For scenes of worldly prosperity have detected the hypo-
crisy of many, who have long persevered in an unsuspected profession,

amidit difficulties and trials.
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he struck a light, and they went by the help of that through the

rest of this way, though the darkness was very great.*

But the children began to be sorely weary ; and they cried

out unto him that loveth Pilgrims, to make their way more
comfortable. So by that they had gone a little further, a wind

arose, that drove away the fog ; so the air became more clear.

Yet they were not off, by much, of the Enchanted Ground, but

only now they could see one another better, and also the way
wherein they should walk.

Now when they were almost at the end of this Ground, they

perceived, that a little before them was a solemn noise of one

that was much concerned. So they went on, and looked before

them : and behold they saw, as they thought, a man upon his

knees, with hands and eyes lifted up, and speaking, as they

thought, earnestly to one that was above. They drew nigh,

but could not tell what he said ; so they went softly till he had
done. When he had done, he got up, and began to run towards

the Celestial City. Then 3Ir. Great-heart called after him,

saying, ' Soho, friend, let us have your company, if you go, as

1 suppose you do, to the Celestial City.' So the man stopped,

and they came up to him : but so soon as Mr. Honest saw him,

he said, ' I know this man.' Then said Mr. Valiant-for-truth.

' Pr'ythee, who is it ?' ' 'Tis one,' said he, ' that comes from
whereabouts I dwelt : his name is Standfast ; he is certainly a

right good Pilgrim.'

So they came up to one another : and presently Standfast

said to old Honest, ' Ho ! father Honest, are you there ?' ' Ay,'

said he, * that I am, as sure as you are there.' ' Right glad am
I,' said Mr. Standfast, * that I have found you on this road.'
' And as glad am [,' said the other, ' that I espied you on your
knees.' Then Mr. Standfast blushed, and said, ' But why, did

you see me ?' ' Yes, that I did,' quoth the other, ' and with my
heart was glad at the sight.' ' Why, what did you think ?' said

Standfast. ' Think !' said old Honest, ' what should I think !

1 thought we had an honest man upon the road, therefore should
have his company by and by.' < If you thought not amiss, how
happy am I ; but, if I be not as I should, 'tis I alone must bear
it.' ' That is true,' said the other ;

* but your fear doth fur-

ther confirm me, that things are right betwixt the Prince of

Pilgrims and your soul : for he saith, '• Blessed is the man that

feareth always."

Fal. Well, but brother, I pray thee tell us, what was it that

* 2 Pet. i. 19.
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was the cause of thy being upon thy knees even now ? Was it

for some obligations laid by special mercies upon thee, or how ?

St. Why, we are, as you see, upon the Enchanted Ground
;

and, as I was coming along, I was musing with myself of what
a dangerous nature the road in this place was ; and how many,
that had come thus far on pilgrimage, had here been stopped

and been destroyed. I thought also of the manner of death, with

which this place destroyeth men. Those that die here, die of

no violent distemper : the death which such do die, is not

grievous to them ; for he that goeth away in a sleep, begins

that journey with desire and pleasure : yea, such acquiesce in

the will of that disease.

Then Mr. Honest interrupting of him, said, * Did you see

the two men asleep in the. arbour ?'

St. Ay, ay, I saw Heedless and also Too-bold there ; and,

for aught I know, there they will lie until they rot :* but let

me go on with my tale.— As I was thus musing, as 1 said, there-

was one in pleasant attire, but old, who presented herself unto

me, and oifered me three things ; to wit, her body, her purse,

and her bed. Now the truth is, I was both weary and sleepy :

I am also as poor as an owlet, and that perhaps the witch knew.
Well, I repulsed her once and twice ; but she put by my re-

pulses and smiled. Then I began to be angry ; but she mat-

tered that nothing at all. Then she made oflers again, and

said, ' If I would be ruled by her, she would make me great

and happy ; for,' said she, ' I am the mistress of the world, and

men are made happy by me.' Then I asked her name, and

she told me it was Madam Babble. This set me further from
her ; but she still followed me with enticements. Then I be-

took me, as you see, to my knees, and with hands lified up,

and cries, I prayed to him that had said he would help. So

just as you came up, th^ gentlewoman went her way. Then I

continued to give rhank? for this great deliverance ; for I verily

believe she intended no good, but rather sought to make a stop

of me in my journey, (c)

Hon. Witliout doubt her designs were bad. But stay, now
you talk of her, methinks I either have seen her, or have read

some story of her.

* Prov. X. 7.

(c) The case of Standfast shows us, that when believers feel the propen-
sity of their hearts to yield to worldly proposals, it renders them jealous

of themselves, excites them to earnest prayer, and thus eventually tenda

to preserve them from the fetal delasious.
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St. Perhaps you have done both.

Hon. Madam Bubble ! Is she not a tall, comely dame, some-
thing of a swarthy complexion ?

St. Right, you hit it, she is just such a one.

Hon. Doth she not speak very smoothly, and give you a

smile at the end of every sentence ?

St. You fall right upon it again, for these are her very ac«

tions.

Hon. Doth she not wear a great purse by her side ? and is

not her hand often in it fingering her money, as if that was her
heart's delight ?

St. 'Tis just so : had she stood by all this while, you could

not more amply have set her forth before me, and have better

described her features.

Hon. Then he that drew her picture was a good limner, and
he that wrote of her said true.

Gr.-H. \ his woman is a witch ; and it is by virtue of her
sorceries, that this ground is enchanted : whoever doth lay

their head down in her lap, had as good lay it down upon that

block over which the axe doth hang ; and whoever lays his

eyes upon her beauty, is counted the enemy of God.* This
is she that maintaineth in their splendour all those that are the

enemies of Pilgrims. Yea, this is she that hath brought off

many a man from a Pilgrim's life. She is a great gossipper
;

she is always, both she and her daughters, at one Pilgrim's

heels or another, now commending, and then preferring, the

excellencies of this life. She is a bold and impudent slut
;

she will talk with any man. She always laugheth poor Pil-

grims to scorn ; but highly commends the rich. If there be
one cunning to get money in a place, she will speak well of him
from house to house. She loveth banqueting and feasting main*

ly well ; she is always at one full table or another. She has

given it out it some places that she is a goddess, and therefore

some do worship her. She has her time and open places of

cheating ; and she will say, and avow it, that none can show a

good comparable to her's. She promiseth to dwell with chil-

dren's children, if they would but love and make much of her.

She will cast out of her purse gold hke dust, in some places,

and to some persons. She loves to be sought after, spokea
well of, and to He in the bosoms of men. She is never weary
of commending her commodities, and she loves them most that

* James iv. 4. 1 Joha ii. 14, 15.

30
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think best of her. She will promise crowns and kingdoms, ii

they will but take her advice : yet many hath she brought to

the halter, and ten thousand times more to hell.

' Oh !' said Standfast, ' what a mercy it is that I did resist

her ! for whither might she have drawn me !'

Gr.-H. Whither ! nay, none but God knows. But in gene-

ral, to be sure, she would have drawn thee into "many foolish

and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdi-

tion.''* It was she that set Absalom against his father, and

Jeroboam against his master. It was she that persuaded Judas

to sell his Lord, and that prevailed with Demas to forsake the

godly Pilgrim's life : none can tell of the mischief she doth.

She makes variance betwixt rulers and subjects, betwixt pa-

rents and children, betwixt neighbour and neighbour, betwixt

a man and his wife, betwixt a man and himself, betwixt the

flesh and the spirit.—Wherefore, good master Standfast, be as

your name is ; and " when you have done all, stand."

At this discourse there was, among the Pilgrims, a mix

ture of joy and trembling, but at length they brake out, and

sang

—

'What danger is the Pilgrim in

How many are his foe?

!

How many ways there are to sin

No living mortal knows.
Some in the ditch spoil'd are, yea, can

Lie tumbling in the mire :

Some, though they shun the frying-pan,

Do leap into the fire.'

After this, I beheld, until they were come unto the Land of

Beulah, where the Sun shineth night and day.t Here, because

they were weary, they betook themselves a while to rest ; and

because this country was common for Pilgrims, and because

th^se orchards and vineyards that were here belonged to the

Kin^ of the Celestial Country, therefore they vyere hcensed to

make bold with any of his things. But a little while soon re-

freshed them here ; for the bells did so ring, and the trumpets

continually sounded so melodiously, that they could not sleep
;

and yet they received as much refreshing as if they slept their

sleep never so soundly. Here also all the noise of them that

walked in the streets, was-, * More Pilgrims are come to town.*

* 1 Tim. vi. 9. t Part i. p. 199.
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And another would answer, saying, ' And so many went over

the water and were let in at the golden gates to-day.' They
would cry again, ' There is now a legion of Shining Ones just

come to town : by whicli we know that there are more Pil-

grims upon the road ; for here thej"^ come to wait for them,

and comfort them after their sorrow.' Then the Pilgrniis got

up, and walked to and fro • but how were their eyes now tilled

%vith celestial visions ! In this land they heard nothing, saw no-

thing, felt nothing, smeit nothing, tasted nothing, that was of-

fensive to their stomach or mind ; only, when they tasted of

the water of the river, over which they were to go, they

thought that tasted a httle bitterish to the palate, but it proved
sweet when it was down, [d)

In this place there was a record kept of the names of them
that had been Pilgrims of old, and- a history of all the famous
acts that they had done. It was here also much discoursed,

how the river to some has its flowings, and what ebbings ii has

had while others have gone over. It has been it a manner dry
for some, while it has overflowed its banks for others.

In this place the children of tlie town would go mto the

King's gardens and gather nosegays for the Pilgrims, and
bring them to them with affection. Here also grew camphire,

and spikenard, saftron, calamus, and cinnamon, with all the

trees of frankincense, myrrh, and aloes, with all chiei spices.

With these the Pilgrims' chambers were perfumed while "hey

staid here ; and with these were their bodies anointed to

prepare them to go over the river, when the time appointed

was come.
Now while they lay here, and waited for the good hour,

there was a noise in the town, that there was a post come
from the Celestial City, with matters of great importance to

one Christiana, the wife of Christian, the Pilgrim. So in-

(d) The lively exercise of faith and hope, the anticipation of heavenly
felicity, and the consolations of the Holy Spirit, soon make the believer

forget his conflicts and sorrows, or only remember them to enhance his

grateful joy. This description represents the happy state of those that

live in places, favoured with many lively Christians, united in heart and
judgment ; and where instances of persons dying triumphantly are often

reported or witnessed. It has frequently been observed, that a£:ed be-

lievers, in such circumstances, have been remarkably delivered from feara

and temptations, and animated by the hopes and earnests of heav en ; so

that while death seemed bitter to nature, it became pleasant to the soul,

to think of thejoy and glory that would immediately follow it.
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quiry was made for her, and the house was found out wherr
she was ; so the post presented her with a letter : the con-

tents were, ' Hail, good woman ! I bring thee tidings, that

the Master calleth for thee, and expecteth that thou shouldest

stand in his presence, in clothes of immortality, within these

ten days.'

When he had read this letter to her, he gave her therewith

a sure token that he was a true messenger, and was come to

bid her make haste to be gone. The token was,—An arrow
sharpened with love, let easily into her heart, which, by de-

grees, wrought so effectually with her, that at the time ap-

pointed she must be gone, (e)

When Christiana saw that her time was come, and that

she was the first of this company that was to go over, she

called for Mr. Great-heart, her guide, and told him how mat-

ters were. So he told her, ' He was heartily glad of the news,
and could have been glad had the post come for him.' Then
she bid that he should give advice how all things should be
prepared for her journey. So he told her, saying, * Thus and

thus it must be ; and we that survive, will accompany you to

the river side.'

Then she called for her children, and gave them her bless-

ing ; and told them that she had read with comfort the mark
that was set in their foreheads, and was glad to see them with

her there, and that they had kept their garments so white.

Lastly, she bequeathed to the poor that little she had, and

commanded her sons and daughters to be ready against the mes-

senger should come for them.

When she had spoken these words to her guide, and to her

children, she called for Mr. Valiant-for-truth, and said unto

him, ' Sir, you have in all places showed yourself true-hearted
;

be faithful unto death, and my King will give you a crown of

life. I would also entreat you to have an eye to my children :

and if at any time you see them faint, speak comfortably to

them. For my daughters, my sons' wives, they have been

(e) These messengsrs seem to be merely emblems of the different dis-

eases or decays, by which the Lord takes down the earthly tabernacle,

when he sees good to receive the souls of his people into his immediate

presence, hx plain language, it was reported that Christiana was sick and

near death, and she herself became sensible of her situation. ' The arrow

sharpened by love, implies, that the time, manner, and circumstances, of

ihe believer's death are appointed by Him " who loved us, and gave him-

ielf for us :" He, as it were, says to the dying saint» " It is I, be not afraid."
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faithful, and a fulfilling of the promise upon them will be their

end.'—But she gave Mr. Standfast a ring.

Then she c.tlled for old Mr. Honest, and said of him, " Be-
hold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile." Then said

he, ' I wish you a fair day, when you set out for Mount Zion,

and shall be glad to see that you go over the river dry-shod.*

But she answered, ' Come wet, come dry, 1 long to be gone
;

lor, however the weather is in my journey, I shall have time

enough, when I come there, to sit down and rest me^ acd dry
me.'

Then came in that good man, Mr. Ready-to-halt, to see her.

So she said to him, • Thy travel hitherto has been vvitn diffi-

culty ; but that will make thy rest the sweeter. But wntch
and be ready ; for at an hour when you think not, the messen-
ger may come,'

After him came in Mr. Despondency, and his daurrhter

Much-afraid ; to whom she «aid, ' You ought with thankful-

ness, for ever to remember your deliverance from the nand
of giant Despair, and out of Doubting-Castle. The effect

of that mercy is, that you are brought with safety hither. Be
vet watchful, and cast away fear ; be sober, and hope to the

end.'

Then she said to Mr. Feeble-mind, * Thou wast delivered

from the mouth of giant Slay-good, that thou mightest live in

the hght of the living for ever, and see the King with comtort

:

only 1 advise thee to repent thee of thy aptness to fear, and

doubt of his goodness, before he sends for thee : lest thou

sbouldest, when he comes, be forced to stand before hirij for

that fault, with blushing.' (/)

(/) The address made by Christiaaa to each of the company, anJ the

circumstances of her passing the river, are >vell deserving of aittDiion;

but require no comment. When such believers as have Ion- walked ho-
nourably, are enabled to bear a dying testimony to the truth. ep.cI to re-

commend the ways of the Lord with the last remains of lhe:r V.reulh, a

great effect will often be produced : but the confidence ol ?omp prr>fp.sH)rs,

in these circumstances, has a very different tendency. ^Jany exceil&nt

persons, however, are incapacitated from speaking much in thf-ir last

hours ; and we ought by no means to judge of men's characters od these

grounds : for it is remarkable, that the Scripture is generally f^ilent aS^out

the manner in which its worthies terminated their lives ; and fi v°ry few
exceptions are found to this rule. We are particularly instructed in the

nature of their faith, and its effects upon their conduct during life; and
thence we may assuredly infer, that they died i:: the Lord, and «nter«d

into rest.

Vy 30*
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Now the day drew on that Christiana must be gone. So
ihe road was full of people, to see her take her journey.
But behold, all the banks beyond the river were full of

horses and chariots, which were come down from above to

accompany her to the City-gate. So she came forth, and
entered the river, with a beckon or farewell to those that

followed her to the river-side. The last words that she was
heard to say, were, ' I come, Lord, to be with thee, and bless

thee.'

So her children and friends returned to their places, for that

those that waited for Christiana had carried her out of their

sight. So she went and called, and entered in at the gate, with

all the ceremonies of joy that her husband Christian had en-

tered with before her.

At her departure the children wept. But Mr. Great-

heart and Mr. VaUant-for-truth played upon the well-tuned

vmbal and harp for joy. So all departed to their respective

[Aaces. (g)
fn process of time, there came a post to the town again,

and his business was with Mr. Ready-to-halt. So he inquired

film out, and said, * I am come to thee in the name of Him
whom thou hast loved and followed, though upon crutches :

and my message is, to tell thee, that he expects thee at his

table, to sup with him in his kingdom, the next day after

"Easter : wherefore prepare thyself for thy journey.' (^)

—

Then he also gave him a token that he was a true messenger,

saying, " I have broken the golden bowl, and loosed the silver

cord."*(»)

* Eccles. xii. 1—7.

(g) The happy death of an eminent Christian is a loss to relatives and
connexions, to the church and the community ; and in this view may be
lamented : but it often yields great encourao^ement to ministers and other

spectators of the interesting scene, and excites their adoring praise and
tlianks§:iying;s.

(A) Evident decays of natural powers as effectually convince the ob-

serving person that death approaches, as if a messenger had been sent to

•uform him. But men in general cling to life, wilfully overlook such

tokens, and try to keep up to the last the vain hope of recovering ; and
others, by a kind of cruel compassion, soothe them in the delusion: so that

•numbers die suddenly of chronical disorders, even as if they had been shot

ijarough the heart. Perhaps, however, the author had some reference

to those laexpUcable presages of death, which some persons evidently ex-

perience.

(t) These tokens are taken from a well-known portion of Scrip-
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After this, Mr Ready-to-halt called for his fellow Pilgrims,

and told them, saying, * I am sent for, and God shall surely

visit you also. So he desired Mr. Valiant-for-truth to make
his will ; and because he had nothmg to bequeath to them that

should survive him, but his crutches and his good wishes,

therefore thus he said, * These crutches I bequeath to my son

that shall tread in my steps, with an hundred warm wishes that

he may prove better than 1 have been.'

Then he thanked Mr. Great-heart for his conduct and kind-

ness, and so addressed himself to his journey.—When he came
to the brink of the river, he said, now I shall have no more
need of these crutches, since yonder are chariots and horses

for me to ride on.' The last words he was heard to say, were,
' Welcome, life !' So he went his way.

After this, Mr. Feeble-mind had tidings brought him, that

the post sounded his horn at his chamber-door. Then he
came in, and told him, saying, ' I come to tell thee, that thy

Master hath need of thee ; and that in a very httle time thou

must behold his face in brightness. And take this as a token

of the truth of my message :
*' Those that look out at the win-

dows shall be darkened."

Then Mr. Feeble-mind called for his frinds, and told them
what errand had been brought unto him, and what token he
had received of the truth of the message. Then he said, * Since

I have nothing to bequeath to any, to what purpose should I

make a will ? As for my feeble mind, that 1 will leave behind,

for that I have no need of it in the place whither I go ; nor is

it worth bestowing upon the poorest Pilgrims : wherefore
when I am gone I desire that you, Mr. Valiant-for-truth, would

bury it in a dunghill.' This done, and the day being come in

which he was to depart, he entered the river as the rest : his

last words were, ' Hold out, faith ^md patience.' So he went

over to the other side.

When days had many of them passed away, Mr. Despon-

dency was sent for ; for a post was come, and brought this

message to him : * Trembling man, these are to summon thee

ture ;* but it would be ineonsistent with the plan of this work, to enter on a

particular explanation of them. The dealings of the Lord are here repre-

sented, as uniformly j^entle to the feeble, trembling, humble believers

;

and the circomstances ©f their deaths tionparatively encouraging and
«a3y,

* Eccles. xii. 1—7.
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to be ready with the King by the next Lord's day, to shout for

joy, for thy deliverance from all thy doubtings.—And,' said the

messenger, ' that my massage is true, take this for a proof:'

so he gave " a grasshopper to be a burden unto him."—Now
Mr. Despondency's daughter, whose name was Much-afraid,

said, when she had heard what was done, ' that she should go
with her father.' Then Mr. Despondency said to his friends,

' Myself and my daughter, you know what we have been, and

how troublesomely we have behaved ourselves in every compa-
ny ;—my will, and my daughter's is that our desponds and slav-

ish fears be by no man ever received, from the day of our de-

parture, for ever : for I know that after my death they will of-

fer themselves to others. For, to be plain with you, they are

guests which we entertained when we first began to be Pilgrims,

and could never shake them oflf after : and they will walk about

and seek entertainment of the Pilgrims ; but, for our sakes,

shut the doors upon them.'

When the time was come for them to depart, they went up
to the brink of the river. The last words of Mr. Desponden-
ry were, 'Farewell, night! Welcome day!'—His daughter

went through the river singing, but none could understand

what she said.

Then it came to pass a while after, that there was a post in

the town, that mquired for Mr. Honest. So he came to his

house, where he was, and delivered to his hands these lines :

' Thou art commanded to be ready against this day se'nnight,

to present thyself before thy Lord, at his Father's house.

And, for a token that my message is true, " All the daughters

of music shall be brought low."—Then Mr. Honest called for

his friends, and said unto them, ' I die, but shall make no will.

As for my honesty, it shall go with me ; let him that comes af-

ter be told of this.'

When tiie diy that he was to be gone was come, he address-

ed himself to go over the river. Now the river at that time

overflowed the banks in some places ; but Mr. Honest, in his

lifetime, had spoken to one Good-conscience to meet him

there ; the which he also did, and lent him his hand, and so

helped him over. The last words of Mr. Honest were, " Grace
reigns !" So he left the world.

After this it was noised about that Mr. Valiant-for-truth was
taken with a summons by the same post as the other ; and had

this for a token that the summons was true, that " his pitcher
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was broken at the fountain." When he understood it, he call-

ed for his friends, and told them of it. Then said he, ' I am
going to my Father's ; and though with great difficulty I got

hither, yet now I do not repent me of all the trouble I have
been at to arrive where I am. My sword I give to him that

shall succeed me in my pilgrimage, and my courage and skill

to him that can get it. My marks and scars I carry with me,
to be a witness for me, that I have fought his battle, who now
will be my Rewarder.'

When the day that he must go hence was come, many ac-

companied him to the river-side, into which as he went he said,

" Death, where is thy sting ?" and as he went down deeper, he
said, " Grave, where is thy victory V So he passed over, and

all the trumpets sounded for him on the other side.

Then there came forth a summons for Mr. Standfast. This
Mr. Standfast was he that the Pilgrims found upon his knees

in the Enchanted Ground, and the post brought it him open in

his hands. The contents whereof were, that he must prepare

for a change of hfe, for his Master was not willing that he
should be so far from him any longer. At this Mr. Standfast

was put into a muse. * Nay,' said the messenger, ' you need
not doubt of the truth of my message ; for here is a token of

the truth thereof.'—" Thy wheel is broken at the cistern."

Then he called to him Mr. Great-heart, who was their guide,

and said unto him, ' Sir, although it was not my hap to be much
m your good company in the days of my pilgrimage, yet, since

the time I knew you, you have been protitable to me. When
1 came from home, I left behind me a wife and five small chil-

dren ; let me entreat you, at your return, (for I know that you
go and return to your Master's house, in hopes that you may
be a conductor to more of the holy Pilgrims ;) that you send

to my family, and let them be acquainted with all that hath and

shall happen unto me. Tell them, moreover, of my happy
arrival at this place, and of the present and late blessed con-

dition that 1 am in. Tell them also of Christicm and Christiana

his wife, and how she and her children came after her hus-

band. Tell them also of what a happy end she made, and

whithei" she is gone.— I have little or nothing to send to my fa-

mily, except it be my prayers and tears for them ; of which
it will suffice if you acquaint them, if peradventure they may
prevail.'

When Mr. Standfast had thus set things in order, and the
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time being come for him to haste him away, he also went down
to the river. Now there was a great calm al that time in the

river ; wherefore Mr. Standfast, when he was about half way
in, stood a while and talked to his companions that had waited

upon him thither : and he said, ' This river has been a terror

to many : yea, the thoughts of it also have often frightened

me : now, methiaks, I stand easy ; my foot is hxed upon that

on which the feet of the priests that bare the ark of the cove-

nant stood, while Israel went over this Jordan.* The waters,

indeed, are to the palate bitter, and to the stomach cold
;
yet

the thoughts of what 1 am going to, and of the conduct that

waits for me on the other side, doth lie as a glowing coal at my
heart. I see myself now at the end of my journey ; my toil-

some days are ended. 1 am going to see that head that was
crowned with thorns, and that face that was spit upon for me.
I have formerly lived by hearsay and faith ; but now 1 go

where I shall live by sight, and shall be with Him in vvhose

company I delight myself. I have loved to hear my Lord spo-

ken of; and wherever I have seen the print of his shoe in the

earth, there I hive coveted to set my foot too. His name has

been to me as a civet-box
;

yea, sweeter than all perfumes.

His voice to me has been most sweet ; and his countenance I

have more desired thim they that have most desired the light

of the sun. His words I did use to gather for my food, and

for antidotes against my faintings. He has held me, and has

kept me from mine iniquities
;

yea, my steps have been
strengthened in his way.' (A;)

* Josh. iii. 17.

(k) This speech has been justly admired, as one of the most striking

passages in the whole work : but it is to plain, that it only requires an
attentive reader. It may, however, be worthy of our observation^ that in

all the instances before us the Pilgrims are represented as resting their

only dependence, at the closing scene, on the mercy of God, through the

righteousness and atonement of his Son : and yet recollecting their con-

scious integrity, bolluess in professing and contending for the truth, love

to the cause, example, and words of Christ, obedience to his precepts, de-

light in his ways, preservation from their own iniquities, and consistent

behaviour, as evidences that their faith was living, and their hope war-

reuited ; and in this way the retrospect conduced to their encouragement.

Moreover, they all concur in declaring, that while they left their infirmi-

ties behind them, they should take their graces along with them, and that

^ their works would follow them."—Thus the scriptural mean is exactly

maintained, between those who place their supposed good works as the
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Now, while he was thus in discourse, his countenance

changed ; his '* strong man bowed under him:" and, after he
had said, ' Take me, for 1 come unto thee,' he ceased to be

seen of them.

But glorious it was to see, how the open region was filled

with horses and chariots, with trumpeters and pipers, with

singers and players on stringed instruments, to welcome the

Pilgrims as they went up, and followed one another in at the

beautiful Gate of the City. (/)

foundation of their hope ; and those, who -would exclude even real good
works from being so much as looked upon, as evidential of saving faith,

or as in any way giving encouragement to the believer in his dying

hour.*

(/) The view given in this place, of the peaceful and joyful dea,th of

the Pilgrims, cannot but affect every reader in some degree ; and many
perhaps may be ready to say, " Let me die the death of the righteous, and

let my -last end be like his :" but, except they make it their principal

concern to live the life of the righteous, such a wish will most probably

be frustrated ; and every hope grounded on it is evidently presumptuous,

as the example of Balaam sufficiently proves.—If any man, therefore,

doubt whether this allegory do indeed describe the Rise and Progress of

religion in the soul ; the beginning, continuance, and termination of the

godly man's course to heaven ; let him diligently search the Scriptures,

and fervently pray to God, from whom alone " cometh every good and
perfect gift," to enable him to determine this question. But let such as

own themselves to be satisfied that it does, beware lest they rest on this

assent and notion, in tlie pleasure of reading an ingenious work on the sub-

ject, or in the ability of developing many of the author's emblems. Let
them beware, lest they be fascinated, as it were, into a persuasion, that

they actually accompany the Pilgrims in the life of faith, and walking
with God, in the same measure, as they keep pace with the author, in

discovering and approving the grand outlines of his plan. And let every
one carefully examine his state, sentiments, experience, motives, tempers,

affections and conduct, by the various characters, incidents, and observa-

tions, thftt pass under his review ; assured that this is a matter of the

greatest consequence. We ought not indeed to call any man master, or

subscribe absolutely to all his sentiments
; yet the diligent practical stu-

dent of Scripture can scarcely doubt, but that the warnings, counsels, and
instructions of this singular work, agree in general with that sacred touch-

stone ; or that characters and actions will at last be approved or con-

denmed by tlie Judge of the world, in a great degree according to the

sentence passed on them in this wise amd fauthful book. The Lord grant

that both the writer and readers of these observations " may find mercy
in that day," and be addressed in these gracious words, " Come, ye blessed

of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you, from the foundatioB
of the world."

2 Tim. 17. 6—8.
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As for Christiana's children, the four boys that X^hristiana

brought, with their wives and children, I did not stay where
I was till they were gone over. Also since I canie away, I

heard one say, they were yet alive, and so would be for

the increase of the church in that place where they were, for

a time.

Shall it be my lot to go that way again, I may give those t^•^^

desire it, an account of what I here am silent about ; mean
time, I bid my reader

Farewell.

THE mo.
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